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ABOUT THE DISCIPLESHIP SERIES 
If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

Jesus, in John 8:31–32 

 
This course is one of several adult Bible studies in the Discipleship 

Series. The series was not designed to be a how-to course on specific 
work in the Church. It’s not a manual for training evangelists or 
stewardship callers. It’s not a practical handbook that can teach you 
church administration.  

Rather, the purpose of this series is to help Christians dig into 
Scripture to explore some of the primary teachings of Christ Jesus. 
That’s how disciples are made—by the power of His Word. 

Therefore, this series is for people who, led by Christ, want to be His 
disciples. Some might be newly baptized or confirmed members of the 
Church who want to study further what they began learning in the 
pastor’s membership classes. Others might be longtime Christians who 
want to review basic Christian teachings. Still others might be 
“seekers”—people who are puzzled by certain biblical teachings and 
want to find answers for their heartfelt questions. 

The authors of these courses were selected because they, too, are 
Scripture seekers. Whether pastors or laypeople, they are avid students of 
God’s Word and write with a desire to help guide fellow pilgrims in their 
search for truth. You’ll find these courses easy to read and sympathetic 
to the seeking Christian. 

Most courses in this series have four 60-minute sessions, making 
them ideal for either a Sunday morning or a midweek class.  
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INTRODUCTION 

THE CONTENTS OF THE COURSE 
Ironically, many Christian denominations that oppose abortion and 

infanticide (and rightly so) yet condemn infant Baptism. Those 
Christians who are so concerned with the issue of human life turn a deaf 
ear to the issue of an infant’s faith life. Opponents of infant Baptism have 
various reasons for their doctrinal understanding and attack the Lutheran 
doctrine of infant Baptism from many different angles, including these: 
(1) biblical household baptismal accounts never single out children or 
infants and therefore are irrelevant; (2) infants cannot possess the faith 
necessary in Baptism; and (3) Baptism doesn’t offer forgiveness of sins. 

God brings infants to faith through infant Baptism. Adults must 
understand the Bible’s teaching on infant Baptism so that God’s 
command in Matthew 28:18–20 can be carried out among the Church’s 
little ones. 

This study provides a comprehensive survey of the biblical sources 
and the historical references by Church Fathers concerning the doctrine 
of infant Baptism. The Holy Spirit, working through the Word, will 
equip the participant to 

• describe the gift of faith offered to infants through Holy Baptism; 
• identify biblical sources used to derive the doctrine of infant 

Baptism; 
• examine historical references to infant Baptism; 
• examine heresies that led some Christian churches to deny the 

need for and use of infant Baptism; and 
• defend the scriptural teaching of infant Baptism. 
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SESSION 1 

IS IT NECESSARY? 

OPENING THE SESSION 
Read Psalm 51:1–17. 

GETTING STARTED 
1. React to each of the following quotes: 
a. “I told my daughter’s pediatrician that I would not allow her to 

receive any immunizations until she was old enough to understand what 
she was receiving.” 

 
 
 
 
 

b. “Before people receive a driver’s license, they should be able to 
list all of the parts of the engine, describe how the parts of the engine 
work to move the car, take apart an engine, and put the engine back 
together.” 

 
 
 
 
 

c. “I won’t allow my child to go to school until he has a thorough 
understanding of the history and philosophy of education.” 
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d. “Don’t give your children a bath until they understand the benefits 
of bathing.” 

 
 
 
 

2. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 
Why or why not? 

a. Infants are never baptized in the Bible. 
 
 
 
 

b. Scripture never tells us to baptize infants. 
 
 
 
 

c. Infants do not need to be baptized because they are innocent of sin. 
 
 
 
 

d. Baptism is just a symbol. It doesn’t have the power to save infants. 
 
 
 
 

e. In order for Baptism to work, a person must understand and 
believe in its power. 
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f. If babies are born into a Christian household, the faith of the 
parents is enough to sustain the children. 

 
 
 
 

g. It is obvious that infant Baptism doesn’t work because so many 
infants who are baptized fall away from the Church. 

 
 
 
 

h. There is little difference between the Lutheran understanding of 
Baptism and the understanding of other churches that do not practice 
infant Baptism.  

 
 
 
 

If you agreed with some of these statements, don’t feel alone. Many 
Christian denominations denounce or question the power and purpose of 
infant Baptism by using the human reasoning expressed in these 
statements. This session and the sessions that follow will help dispel 
some of the confusion. We will search God’s Word for answers. 

ARE CHILDREN CORRUPTED BY SIN AT BIRTH? 
Read Genesis 5:1–3. In whose likeness or image was Adam created 

(v. 1)? 
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In whose likeness or image was Adam’s son Seth created (v. 3)? 
 
 
 
 

Seth was born in sin, unlike his father, Adam, who was created as a 
perfect creature in the likeness of God. Adam’s image became corrupted, 
and therefore Seth was sinful from birth. 

Jesus confirms the Old Testament understanding of original sin in 
His description of a tree and its fruit in the Sermon on the Mount. What 
kind of fruit does a bad tree bear (Matthew 7:18)? What is the 
consequence for a tree that bears bad fruit (v. 19)? In the same manner, 
sinful flesh can only bring forth sinful flesh. The consequence of sinful 
flesh is eternal death. 

WHO IS RIGHTEOUS? 
React to each of the following situations: 
1. Recently, a wealthy man prepared his will. The man’s will stated 

that when he died, all of his possessions would become the property of 
his son. The son would receive his father’s home, money, boat, and car 
unless he failed to complete college, married a woman older than 
himself, ever drank an alcoholic beverage, or pursued a career other than 
banking. 

2. The day before Judy was to be married, her fiancé, Brian, brought 
her a legal document that his attorney had prepared. Brian asked Judy to 
read the document carefully and sign it. The document stated that if 
Brian and Judy ever divorced, she would receive no alimony, child 
support, or property from him. 

What do both of these situations have in common? 
 
 
 
 
 



SAMPLE

10 

Including an “exclusion clause” in a will or other formal document is 
a common practice. 

Read Ecclesiastes 7:20. If infants were innocent of sin, this passage 
would provide an exclusion clause. Instead, the passage emphasizes that 
nobody on earth is sinless, not even the newborn. 

Summarize each of the following passages. Is an exclusion clause 
included in any of these passages? 

Romans 3:10–12 
 
 
 
 
 

Romans 3:20 
 
 
 
 
 

Romans 3:23 
 
 
 
 
 

These passages emphasize that all people, even the youngest 
children, are under the curse of sin. No exceptions are made. All people 
are separated from God at birth because of their sinful nature. Scripture, 
in 1 Corinthians 15:50, explicitly states, “I tell you this, brothers: flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable.” 
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DEATH THROUGH ADAM, LIFE THROUGH CHRIST! 
Read Romans 5:12–21. 
1. The text repeatedly points out that because one man, Adam, 

sinned, all people are sinners and all will die (vv. 12, 15–19). Sin is very 
much like a genetically transmitted and fatal disease that passes through 
the entire human race, killing everyone. Why is no one immune? Why 
are infants not immune? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Read Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:16–20, which says that people act 
out what they are. Rebels rebel—that’s their fruit. Thieves steal—that’s 
their fruit. Sinners sin—that’s their fruit. That is why Romans 5 and John 
3:1–8 painstakingly point out that sin is a condition first and an act (or a 
word or thought) second. 

Although we are born as sinners, it is not merely a passive sort of 
thing. Why are we still responsible when we commit a sinful act or speak 
a sinful word? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Who obtained salvation for all? On the basis of Romans 5:12–21, 
by “one man” all were made sinners, so by Jesus Christ, “one man,” 
salvation was obtained for all. Since all are under the curse of sin, all 
people are in need of God’s redemptive work through Jesus Christ. 
Article IV of the Augsburg Confession confesses the Lutheran Church’s 
understanding of the redemption God provided through the death of 
Jesus. 

 



SAMPLE

12 

A NOTE ON ORIGINAL SIN 
In order to understand and fully appreciate the magnitude of God’s 

undeserved love, as expressed in the Lutheran Church’s Bible-based 
doctrine of justification, people must fully realize and accept the doctrine 
of original sin. 

1. If the doctrine of original sin is rejected, then the doctrine of 
justification also must be rejected. Why so? 

 
 
 
 

2. Why is it so important that both doctrines be understood? 
 
 
 
 

WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH BAPTISM?  
Because of original sin, infants are in need of a means for salvation. 
1. Read John 3:1–8. How does verse 6 describe original sin? What’s 

the connection between verse 6 and verse 5? 
 
 
 
 

2. How does John 3:8 answer the following statement, which is 
frequently stated by denominations that deny the doctrine of infant 
Baptism: “In order for Baptism to work, a person must understand its 
power”? 
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HOW DO I RESPOND? 
Practice responding to the following, which are frequently stated by 

people who question or deny the power of infant Baptism. Focus 
attention in your response on what God has done for you and what He 
promises to do for all people through the Sacrament He instituted to 
create saving faith: Holy Baptism. Outline or write your response in the 
space provided below. Cite specific Bible passages to support your 
response. Then practice sharing your response with a partner. 

1. Infants do not need to be baptized because they are innocent of 
sin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Baptism doesn’t have the power to save infants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. In order for Baptism to work, a person must understand its power. 
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TO DO THIS WEEK 
1. Research details about your Baptism. Find the following 

information so that you can share it at the beginning of session 2. 
• What was the date of your Baptism? 
 
• How old were you when you were baptized? 
 
• In what church were you baptized? 
 
• What was the name of the pastor who baptized you? 
 
• Who were your sponsors? 
 
• Was there a celebration following your Baptism? If so, who 

attended? 
 
• Are there other interesting facts about your Baptism or the day of 

your Baptism? 
 

2. Make a point to thank God each morning as you rise for the gift of 
saving faith in Jesus Christ, which He provided for you at your Baptism. 

CLOSING 
Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for drowning my sinful flesh through the 

water of Holy Baptism. Continue to sustain the faith that You created by 
the power of Your Spirit working through Your Word and Your 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. Help me to always reflect that faith to 
other people in all I say and do. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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LEADER GUIDE 

SOME PRACTICAL TIPS 
We gathered together experienced Bible class teachers—pastors, 

district presidents, and lay leaders—and we asked them, “What tips 
would you pass on to a discussion leader for a course such as this?” 

Their advice is this: 
• Arrive early enough to set up the room. Make sure that the 

seating is arranged so that everyone can see and be seen. 
• If the setting permits it, serve refreshments, such as coffee, tea, 

soft drinks, fruit, cookies, or cake. 
• Bring extra Bibles in case some people forget to bring their own. 

Supply hymnals too. 
• Encourage participants to be specific in their responses. 
• Avoid succumbing to the temptation to say, “Let’s see what the 

‘answer book’ (this Leader Guide) says.” 
• Encourage everyone to participate without putting anyone on the 

spot. 
• Limit your remarks to the necessary information so you don’t 

monopolize the discussion. Listen! And be like John the 
Baptizer: decrease, so that Christ and these people may 
increase. 

• Encourage others to share their thoughts and feelings. 
• Be well prepared for each session through prior study and prayer. 

By all means, read through the Study Guide, the Leader 
Guide, and the Scripture references beforehand, taking notes. 

• Help others share by reflecting or “playing back” their 
comments. Repeating questions or comments spoken by others 
will also help those with hearing impairments. Repeat them in 
a different way in order to encourage more depth and sharing. 

• Find ways to keep one or two people from monopolizing the 
conversation. Similarly, do not allow these sessions to become 
excuses to complain about the pastor, church, or other people. 
After all, this is a Bible study, not a gripe session. 



SAMPLE

42 

• Since you are the leader, you also serve as timekeeper. Begin and 
end on time. If you meet on Sunday morning—before, after, or 
between worship services—you probably need to keep the 
sessions between 45 minutes and an hour. If you meet during 
the week, you might extend the time to an hour and a half. 

• Be selective with this material! As the writers and editors of 
these courses, we’d rather give you too much than too little. 
There’s no need to use all of it. While preparing, check or 
circle the material you want to use and cross out the material 
you will not use. We may write the script, but you are the 
director, and your participants are the actors. You know far 
better than we do what is needed in your congregation. 

• Finally, ask the Holy Spirit to guide you through this course. 
 
God’s blessings to you as you lead this study! 
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SESSION 1 

IS IT NECESSARY? 

CENTRAL TRUTH 
God re-creates people born of the flesh through water and the Word 

in Holy Baptism. 

DESIRED OUTCOMES 
Through the power of the Spirit through God’s Word, the 

participants will 
• acknowledge the corruption of all people, including infants, 

because of original sin; 
• explain the doctrine of original sin and its implications for 

infants; and 
• describe the relationship between understanding the doctrine of 

original sin and a proper understanding of the doctrine of 
justification. 

OPENING THE SESSION 
As the Study Guide suggests, invite participants to read together 

Psalm 51:1–17. Be sure that only one version is selected and used. 

GETTING STARTED 
1. Ask volunteers to read the four statements in this section of the 

Study Guide. They are, admittedly, nonsensical. They reflect what some 
people believe about Baptism. For instance, it is true that some parents 
do not allow Baptism for their child because “My child doesn’t 
understand Baptism.” That would be very much be like not giving a child 
an immunization because the child doesn’t understand the medical 
principles of immunization. This begs the question, do we have to 
understand the benefits of Baptism before we receive it? Statements b 
through d take up similar lines of thought and explore them. Allow 
participants time to react and share their views. 
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2. This segment shows some widely held opinions about Baptism. 
Some of these views may be held by members of your group, so handle 
this section with a caring heart. You may wish to take the approach as 
it’s written in the Study Guide, recognizing that many people believe this 
way because it makes sense according to human reasoning. Assure them 
that questions raised by statements such as these will be investigated 
through Scripture. 

ARE CHILDREN CORRUPTED BY SIN AT BIRTH? 
Ask one volunteer to read the opening paragraphs in this section of 

the Study Guide and other volunteers to read the Scripture references 
Genesis 5:1–3 and Matthew 7:18–19. Allow participants to share their 
answers. The Genesis text points out that while Adam was created in 
God’s image, Seth was born bearing the image of Adam. The reason, as 
explained in the Study Guide, was due to sin. 

This relates to what Jesus says in the Matthew text. Just as a bad tree 
cannot produce good fruit because the tree itself is bad, natural man 
(unconverted, unregenerate, not given new birth in Baptism) cannot 
produce good either. Although this is an extremely unpopular teaching 
today, the Bible is clear: man is not by nature good. (If needed, see also 
Romans 3:9–20. This text will be brought into the session later.) 

WHO IS RIGHTEOUS? 
Ask volunteers to read the scenarios written in this section of the 

Study Guide. Ask what the two cases have in common. In both cases, 
love is conditional; therefore it is doubtful that it is genuine love at all. 

An “exclusion clause,” however common in today’s legal dealings, 
has no place in God’s kingdom. God sees all humans as they are, and not 
even infants are excluded from (1) His judgment and (2) His mercy. 

The Ecclesiastes 7:20 text is quoted by Paul in Romans 3:10–11. 
The Study Guide suggests participants read three selections from 

Romans. Ask volunteers to read; allow participants to see for themselves 
that none of these texts includes exclusion clauses. 
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DEATH THROUGH ADAM, LIFE THROUGH CHRIST! 
Ask a volunteer to read Romans 5:12–21.  
1. Allow participants to share answers. You will want to be sensitive 

to the possibility that some people may react against these strong words 
in Romans 5. The prevalent view in our society (that people are basically 
good) is blown to bits by this Scripture passage. If some people object 
that it is not fair that we are born sinful, you might respond by agreeing 
that it is unfair, just as it’s unfair that some people are born with diseases 
or physical disabilities. Point out that simply because God reveals this to 
us, that hardly means it is His will. His will is to rescue us from sin. 

Furthermore, Romans 5 shows that sin is first of all a state or 
condition, not merely an act or deed. Sinful acts are merely the 
symptoms of that state of rebellion. This is why even infants are sinners. 
We are not so much sinners because of what we do, but we are sinners 
because of what we are. Much of this can be illustrated by Jesus’ words 
in Matthew 7:16–20, which is the subject of the next discussion question. 

2. The question brings up a vital point. Simply because we are born 
sinful, we cannot offer this as an excuse to God, claiming we are mere 
robots or automatons and not responsible for our sin. When we sin, we 
will it. 

3. Discuss the sacrifice one man, Jesus, made to obtain salvation for 
all people. If possible, obtain a copy of the Augsburg Confession and 
summarize Article IV for the class. 

A NOTE ON ORIGINAL SIN 
1. If people do not admit corruption by sin, they have no need for a 

Savior. The denial or softening of the seriousness of original sin is an 
attempt by the rational mind to deny or soften the consequences of that 
sin. If people are by nature good, they have no need to fear the 
consequence God emphatically pronounced: eternal death. 

2. Allow participants to share. 
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WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH BAPTISM? 
1. John 3:6 establishes original sin as the explanation for the 

preceding verse: “‘Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God.’” 

Baptism is a free gift from God by which the Holy Spirit works a 
spiritual birth in all people who are baptized. This spiritual birth frees the 
receiver from the curse of his or her sinful flesh. The effects of original 
sin in all people born of the flesh are countered as they are born of the 
Spirit through the waters of Holy Baptism. 

2. Allow participants time to study John 3:8. If needed, help them by 
pointing out that the Spirit “blows” where He wills, regardless of 
whether or not His power is understood. The Spirit creates faith through 
the Means of Grace provided by God; Holy Baptism is one of these. 
When people deny God’s ability to create faith in infants through Holy 
Baptism because of the children’s inability to understand the Sacrament, 
they deny the power of God. 

HOW DO I RESPOND? 
Ask a volunteer to read the opening paragraph of this section of the 

Study Guide. It invites participants to respond to some common 
misunderstandings about Baptism. It also may serve as a review of 
today’s session. 

TO DO THIS WEEK 
This section in the Study Guide offers some activities participants 

may wish to explore this week. 

CLOSING 
The Study Guide has a suggested closing prayer. 
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