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C o n T e n T s

session one: 
The Big Picture

session Two: 
Adam to Israel

session Three: 
Israel to Christ

session Four: 
Christ: The Blessing Who overcomes the Curse

session Five: 
Christ’s Church: A Blessing to All nations

session six: 
Blessed to Be a Part of God’s Big Picture
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s e s s i o n  o n e

The Big Picture

The Big Picture Informs Our Meaning
SHOW SeSSiOn 1, Slide 1.

Throughout the next six sessions, we will be exploring the big-picture view of the Bible. What does 
that mean? Another term for the big picture is metanarrative: the narrative that runs through the 
whole. That’s right, it’s the whole story—that old story of Jesus and His love. We will begin with 
Genesis “in the beginning” (Genesis 1:1) and work our way to the end in Revelation, which may be 
better described as the new beginning (Revelation 21:5). Along the way, we will learn about who 
God is and what He does. We’ll learn about humankind and what God’s children are called to do. 
We’ll see how God, in Christ, has made us a part of His big picture.

Have you ever had the narrative of the Bible presented to you as a whole? (Note: This is not refer-
encing “read through the Bible” courses that run for a year or more. Those types of programs often 
lose sight of the big picture.)

Can you concisely summarize the big picture of the Bible? (Answers will vary, but perhaps you’ll be 
able to point out that Jesus is consistently described in the starring role.)

We have two important reasons for understanding the big picture: (1) it informs our meaning, and 
(2) it influences the way we live.

SHOW SeSSiOn 1, Slide 2.

Ask the group, “What does this picture mean?” (Accept all responses.)

When we use terms such as sin and sacrifice to describe what Jesus’ death means, our understand-
ing of those terms is grounded in a biblical background. However, someone who does not know 
the story of the Bible may derive totally alternative meanings from this picture. A picture of a man 
hanging on a cross might look very strange to someone with a different background, religious affili-
ation, or life experience.

Ask the group to consider, for example, what this picture would mean to someone who views it in 
the context of a different worldview:

• What does this picture mean to someone who believes in an evolutionary worldview, with 
the understanding that the world advances through the survival of the fittest? (Participants 
may note that according to this worldview, Jesus wasn’t the fittest, because He died. On the 
other hand, others might view Christianity as quite strong, since it has survived and thrived 
for thousands of years. Some would suggest that the survival of Christianity is the result of 
the ingenuity of people such as St. Paul. According to this line of thinking, St. Paul devel-
oped a religion based on Jesus.)

• What does a picture of Jesus dying on a cross mean to someone who holds a worldview in-
volving reincarnation? (Jesus didn’t actually rise; He was simply reincarnated.)
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• Members of the postmodern generation tend to interpret things according to their own life 
experiences. What would the death of the Son of God on the cross mean to the young man 
who was beaten and abandoned by his father? (The young man would place himself as the 
victim here. He identifies with the beaten and abused Jesus.)

• You may suggest other worldviews that might inform the meaning for other viewers. (For 
example, consider Platonism, which transcends the physical world for the purely spiritual, or 
Gnosticism, which sees matter as evil.)

SHOW SeSSiOn 1, Slide 3.

If time allows, discuss how each of these same groups might approach this pair of pictures depicting 
contrasting views of creation. To understand the Good News (the Gospel) of Jesus’ death and resur-
rection, the big-picture context is essential.

The Big Picture Influences Our Lives
SHOW SeSSiOn 1, Slide 4.

Not only does the big picture inform our meaning, but it also influences our lives. To clarify this 
relationship between someone’s understanding of the big picture and the behavior that follows, let’s 
first define some terms:

• Actions may be defined as what one does.

• Values represent what is good.

• Beliefs or doctrines represent what is true.

All three of these aspects of one’s life are grounded in one’s worldview, that is, one’s perception 
of what is real. What we often overlook is that all four components—worldview (the big picture), 
beliefs, values, and actions—are inseparably interrelated. Our worldview will inform our beliefs and 
doctrine, whether we acknowledge it as such or not. Our beliefs inform our values, as they determine 
what is good. Finally, our doctrine and values ultimately manifest themselves in our behavior.

Can you think of an example of how your worldview influences your values and actions? (Answers 
may vary. A hopeless worldview may display itself in at-risk behavior, as the person lives for the 
moment. A belief in the innate value of life may lead a person to value the unborn and reject abor-
tion as an option.)

St. Paul’s first Epistle to the Corinthians is a good example. Although Paul had preached the Gospel 
of Christ crucified to the Corinthians, their worldview was of “over-realized eschatology”: a misun-
derstanding of the last days. Because of this worldview, the Corinthians did not believe in the resur-
rection (1 Corinthians 15:12–19). After clarifying the implication of rejecting a belief in the resur-
rection, Paul asserts that indeed, “Christ has been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). In his 
discussion, Paul demonstrates how belief in the resurrection affects a person’s actions.

SHOW SeSSiOn 1, Slide 5.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:32. What connection does Paul make between a person’s understanding of the 
resurrection and his or her actions? (Paul states, “If the dead are not raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, for 
tomorrow we die’ ” [v. 32].)
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Leader NOTe
We see this same view of life in contemporary media. The 

phrase, “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die,” serves 
as the refrain to the song “Tripping Billies” by Dave Matthews 
Band. If appropriate for your group consider playing this song 

to illustrate this point further.

If your worldview lacks hope in the resurrection so that you do not believe in it, then you value 
only what is good for you right now, and you act accordingly. The Church in Corinth struggled with 
many behaviors that were out of line with God’s will; most were the result of a false worldview and 
the beliefs that flowed from that worldview. In contrast, Paul understood well the big picture of 
Scripture, and this understanding influenced his life dramatically. He did not live for himself but for 
Christ. Nor did Paul live for Christ in his own power; rather, he was strengthened for his daily jour-
ney through time spent in the Word. The Spirit of God enabled Paul to live for Christ as he shared 
his hope and joy in Christ.

By His grace, God’s Word provides us with more than just the sound bite “Jesus died on the cross.” 
Rather, God has revealed the big picture in His Word, providing us the context to understand clearly 
the wonderful meaning of this phrase. Over the next five sessions, the study of the big picture will 
help inform our understanding of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection as well as influence our lives, as 
God includes us in His big picture through Christ.

evangelism extra
Preview worldviews: As you consider ways to share the Gospel with others, preview the worldviews 
of those around you. Consider the worldviews expressed in the music, art, and movies they enjoy.

Ask the big questions: Instead of beginning the conversation by asking whether someone believe in 
Jesus, get an understanding of his or her big picture by asking the following:

1. Who are you?

2. Where did you come from?

3. Where are you going after death?

After listening to his or her response, let him or her ask you what you think, and then share the 
hope that is in you.

Be patient: Successful evangelism is not about winning an argument but about allowing God’s Word 
to transform the worldview of others (Romans 12:2). The transformation of a person’s worldview 
takes time. For this reason, take the time to build relationships with those you are evangelizing.

Closing Prayer
Gracious heavenly Father, we pray that we may have power, together with all Your people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ. We pray that we might 
know this love that surpasses knowledge and be filled with the measure of all Your fullness. 
To You, Lord, who are able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to Your power at work within us, be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever! Amen. (See Ephesians 3:18–21.)
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s e s s i o n  o n e

The Big Picture

The Big Picture Informs Our Meaning
What does this picture mean to someone who believes in an evolutionary worldview with the under-
standing that the world advances through the survival of the fittest?

What does a picture of Jesus dying on a cross mean to someone who holds a worldview involving 
reincarnation?

Members of the postmodern generation tend to interpret things according to their own life experi-
ences. What does the death of the Son of God on the cross mean to the young man who was beaten 
and abandoned by his father?

To understand the Good News (the Gospel) of Jesus’ death, the big-picture context is essential.

The Big Picture Influences Our Lives
• Actions may be defined as what one does.

• Values represent what is good.

• Beliefs or doctrines represent what is true.

Can you think of an example of how your worldview influences your values and actions?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:32. What connection does Paul make between a person’s understanding of the 
resurrection and his or her actions?

evangelism extra
Preview worldviews: As you consider ways to share the Gospel with others, preview the worldviews 
of those around you. Consider the worldviews expressed in the music, art, and movies they enjoy.

Ask the big questions: Instead of beginning the conversation by asking whether someone believe in 
Jesus, get an understanding of his or her big picture by asking the following:

1. Who are you?

2. Where did you come from?

3. Where are you going after death?
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After listening to his or her response, let him or her ask you what you think, and then share the 
hope that is in you.

Be patient: Successful evangelism is not about winning an argument but about allowing God’s Word 
to transform the worldview of others (Romans 12:2). The transformation of a person’s worldview 
takes time. For this reason, take the time to build relationships with those you are evangelizing.
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