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About This Series 
This course is one of the Insight Series of short (four-

session) adult Bible study courses, each looking at an impor-
tant biblical topic or theme. Using these courses, you will gain 
insight into a portion of the Scriptures as you hear what God is 
saying to you there about Himself, about you, and about His 
Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ. These insights will 
help you as you go about your disciple’s task of living in the 
Word and will equip you for a more fruitful study of the Word 
on your own in the future. 

Using This Course 
This course is designed to be used for small-group discus-

sions. Each of the four sixty- to ninety-minute sessions you will 
find in this booklet will provide you with a clear picture of 
where the session is going and what it is supposed to accom-
plish, give you a way to lead into the session’s study, provide 
input and discussion questions to guide your study of the text, 
suggest ways to follow up on the study during the week, and 
offer closing worship aids. 

You will not need a teacher for this course. The printed 
material will guide you through the study. No one will have to 
be the answerer. But you will get the most from these materials 
if you: 

1. Assign a leader for each session. That person should: 

a. Make sure he or she works through the material before 
the session and, if possible, looks at some additional re-
sources to enrich your study. 

b. Begin and end the session with worship. The devotional 
time may be quite brief; a prayer or a Bible reading is suffi-
cient. You might assign the opening and closing to a wor-
ship leader for each session. 

c. Keep the discussion moving. There is a tendency to get 
bogged down on some questions. The leader should be 
willing to say, “We’d better move on to the next point.” SAMPLE
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d. Make some choices if time is limited. The leader will 
want to select those items from the session’s content that 
seem to be most helpful if it is clear there will not be time 
to work through all of the material. 

e. Listen. Make sure everyone is heard. Give each a chance 
to speak. Encourage participation. 

f. Pray for all participants. 

2. Prepare for each session. The discussion will work better, the 
material will be more meaningful, and the Word will speak 
more clearly if everyone in the class works through the ses-
sion’s material before the class session. Even if preparation 
is limited to reading through the texts that will be a part of 
the session’s study, the effort will enrich your study. 

3. Meet regularly (at least once a week) in a convenient and 
comfortable place. Too much time between sessions means 
that learning will be forgotten and much time will be used 
in constant review. Too little time between sessions does 
not allow time for you to connect what you have learned to 
your daily living. 

4. Provide resources. Preparation that includes a chance to 
look at commentaries, Bible dictionaries, Bible reference 
books, maps, and so on will add to your class. Encourage 
those who do such research to contribute what they have 
learned or discovered as you study. 

5. Encourage participation. The course offers many opportuni-
ties to discuss biblical texts and to talk about application of 
the Word to each individual’s life. The key is sharing. Eve-
ryone should have a chance to listen and to be heard. The 
goal is encouragement. We want to build one another up as 
we study the Word. We want to share the hope and the 
strength we receive by the power of the Spirit through that 
Word. We want to allow each person to come closer to the 
Savior as he or she encounters Him in the Word. Empha-
size the positive. Share the joy of the Gospel. Celebrate His 
promised presence as “two or three” gather in His name. SAMPLE
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Participant Introduction 

Although Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7) is 
well known, His Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6) packs a power-
ful message too. Not as well known, this sermon of Jesus is just 
as challenging to Jesus’ followers and every bit as comforting. 

Unique to our Lord’s sermon in Luke, His four beatitudes 
(“blessings”) are paired with four jolting condemnations 
(“woes”). The four sessions of this Insight course follow this 
built-in outline. Used as a tool to dig into Scripture itself, this 
course can help today’s Christian find Christ’s power and en-
couragement in His Word, especially at times when the cross 
of discipleship grows heavy and is full of splinters. 

SAMPLE
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 Session 1  

Blessed the Poor/ 
Woe to the Rich 

Our Goals for This Session 

By the power of the Spirit working through God’s Word, we 
want to  

• explore what our Lord means by “rich” and “poor,” 
and how we can apply those terms to ourselves;  

• allow the Spirit to examine our hearts through the 
Word so we will see what our true riches are; and 

• find the strength, comfort, and joy that our Lord gives 
the “poor” who, out of faith, follow Him. 

Getting Started 

Ask two members of your group to read the parts of 
Ronald and Julie: 

Ronald: When did I change? Well, it didn’t happen over-
night. It took years of watching my father working, sweating, 
stewing, just to make ends meet. And watching my mother 
either paying bills or complaining about them. Dad always 
said, “Money’s not the most important thing in life.” But it 
was. Over supper that’s all my folks talked about, fretted and 
fought about—until we turned on the TV or went to bed. We SAMPLE



 

 

 

8 

never had enough money. And I vowed that I’d never be like 
that! 

Julie: But you’re doing the same thing, Ron. You’re as 
eaten up by money as they ever were. Ever since you got the 
new job, you’ve plunged into it as though nothing else in life 
was important. You’re just like your parents. 

Ronald: Oh, but I’m different. You see, my folks only pre-
tended that money wasn’t important. But I’m not going to pre-
tend. It is important. I want it. And I don’t see why I should let 
anything stand in my way to keep me from getting more of it. 

Julie: Even Christ? Even if He has something to say about 
it? But you haven’t been around to hear Him, Ron. 

Ronald: There you go again, Julie. Just because I quit go-
ing to church doesn’t mean I gave up God. It’s just that I don’t 
buy this business of giving up everything to be a Christian. 
Why, you’d think God wanted us all to be beggars. 

Julie: But we are, Ron. We are. And all Christ wants of 
us is simply to admit it. 

 
As a young, recently engaged couple, Ronald and Julie 

have been trying to lay some foundations for their future life 
together. However, some trouble spots are developing. 

1. What problems do you see in their relationship to each 
other? in their relationship to Christ? 

 
 
 
2. Ronald insists he is not like his parents. What evidence 

does he give to show that he’s different? What reason(s) does 
Julie give to show she disagrees with Ronald? With whom do 
you agree, and why? 

 
 
 
3. Ronald obviously feels that he grew up in a poor home 

because his family “never had enough money.” Why or why SAMPLE
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not do you think that Jesus’ words “Blessed are you who are 
poor” (Luke 6:20b) apply to him? 

 
 
 
4. Ronald feels that Christianity calls him to give up eve-

rything, that God wants us to be beggars. How is Ronald cor-
rect in his estimation of Christianity? How is he wrong? What 
insight do you believe Julie has with her last comment that we 
are beggars? Do you think Ronald will be willing to accept 
Julie’s statement? Why or why not? 

 
 
 

Defining “Poor,” Defining “Rich” 

First Step 

Read Luke 6:20, 24. The poor are blessed? The rich are 
under woe? Obviously, this is not the way the world looks at 
being rich or being poor. Jesus must see something hidden 
from the world, but He doesn’t want it hidden from us. 

5. It would be stretching the point to consider all of Jesus’ 
disciples as materially poor. Therefore, are Jesus’ wealthier 
disciples excluded from His kingdom and those who are mate-
rially poor included? Give reasons for your answer. What is 
the basis for entrance into the Kingdom? 

 
 
 
6. “Poor in spirit” is how Jesus clarifies His meaning (see 

Matthew 5:3). “Poor” here describes the attitude and condition 
of the heart, mind, and soul before God. If you were “poor” in SAMPLE
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this sense, you would see only your need before God. So why 
does Jesus call this state “blessed”? 

 
 
 

Second Step 

7. Jesus points out, nevertheless, that a person materially 
well off is less likely to be spiritually “poor.” 

a. Jesus’ remark about the wealthy person’s possible en-
trance into the kingdom of God is stunning, and was meant to 
be (see Luke 18:24–25). In your own words, explain why the 
materially well off find it harder to enter the kingdom of God 
(v. 24)? 

 
 
 
b. Why is it more difficult to sense our need for God, His 

grace, His forgiveness, if we are financially well off? 
 
 
 
8. Hard! Not impossible, however. The “eye of a needle” 

to which Jesus referred may possibly have meant the small en-
trance at the base of a narrow tower, rather than a sewing nee-
dle. Camels could enter but had a reputation for stubbornly 
refusing to lower their heads, therefore blocking their own en-
trance. How is that like us, if we are contented with ourselves? 

 
 
 SAMPLE
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Rich Man, Poor Man, Beggar Man . . .  

One classic contrast between the self-satisfied person and 
the poor-in-spirit person is seen in Jesus’ parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus. Read Luke 16:19–31 briefly, then discuss: 

9. Rich man: He had it all (v. 19). He was everything we 
might like to be: self-contained, secure, wanting for nothing, 
needing no one. 

a. Jesus’ hearers may not have been as well off as the rich 
man but they wanted to be! Could we be materially poor but 
still be like the rich man? Explain your answer. 

 
 
 
 
b. It is not money itself but loving it that is a root of all 

evils. Read 1 Timothy 6:10. Explain how loving money can 
make it into a substitute (and false) god. How was Ronald (in 
the introduction to this lesson) wandering from faith in Christ 
to faith in money? 

 
 
 
 
c. Greed can become like a drug. How does that truth ex-

plain why Jesus so utterly condemned this desire in His disci-
ples (Luke 6:24)? What can such striving after money and 
power do to ourselves as His people? What does it do to the 
Church’s mission and ministry? 

 
 
 
 
d. Especially chilling, then, is Jesus’ pronouncement that 

the rich man has already received his comfort (v. 24). Consid-SAMPLE
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ering who “the Comforter” is, how have “lovers of money” 
exiled themselves from the best comfort? 

 
 
 
 
10. Poor man: According to the Greek of the New Tes-

tament, the word for “poor” can mean “beggar” (v. 20), some-
one even lower than a “poor man.” The very same word is 
used in the beatitude (Luke 6:20), so that we hear Jesus saying, 
“Blessed beggars”! 

a. Lazarus had nothing—nothing physical or spiritual. 
Share only if you wish to: Have you ever felt like Lazarus—
that you had nothing to offer God? nothing to attract His atten-
tion? What was that experience like? 

 
 
 
b. Actually, the rich man had nothing more going for him 

than Lazarus did. He only thought he did. At the end of the 
parable, when Jesus revealed reality, which man was begging 
(Luke 16:22–26)? and which man was “comforted” (v. 25)? 
How do you explain this switch? 

 
 
 
 
c. Beggars have nothing and need everything. Why can 

that realization be a head start in meeting our Savior? 
 
 
 
 
d. For beggars Christ Jesus is the only Way to go; they 

have nothing else. They are the poor He blesses. How does SAMPLE



 

 

 

13 

Christ Jesus bless beggars? (Read the Magnificat of Mary in 
Luke 1:46–55, especially vv. 46–48 and 51–53.) How does this 
blessing from Christ touch you? How has Christ Jesus specifi-
cally blessed you? 

 
 

For Yours Is the Kingdom of God—but 
When? 

The promise is clear if stunning. Poor beggars are blessed! 
They have the kingdom of God. 

Yet all too often we tend to “futurize” all of Christ’s 
promises. We think, “Oh, yes, someday when I’m in heaven, 
then (and only then!) I’ll be blessed.” We sometimes imagine 
that poor beggarman Lazarus also had to wait for his blessings. 

Share with each other: Why is this is a commonly held 
view among Christians? among your group? What scriptural 
evidence is there that all our blessings are on hold, in heaven 
only? 

Closely reread Jesus’ statement in Luke 6:20 about the 
kingdom of God. 

11. What tense (past, present, or future) does the Gospel 
use? What does that mean as to when we beggars have the 
kingdom of God? Do we have to wait to be included? 

 
 

 
12. Some say that “heaven can wait.” Oh, no it can’t! The 

kingdom of heaven goes where the King goes, and King Jesus 
comes to beggars now by Word and Sacrament. By grace, they 
have now what later they will see face-to-face. As His beggars, 
what “hints of heaven” has Christ already given you? 

 SAMPLE
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In Conclusion 

Beggars are blessed! Theirs is the kingdom of God! 
Although we may not always feel blessed, it’s comforting 

to know that God loves and blesses us, whether or not we feel 
it. No longer do we need to look to outward wealth, nor in-
ward goodness, as evidence of God’s love. Even in the pits of 
poverty (spiritual or physical), Christ Jesus comes with His 
grace. 

Before you leave, share your favorite New Testament re-
port of Jesus being with (and thus blessing) beggars. Note that 
not all beggars were physically poor. One example may be 
Nicodemus, in John 3. Another might be Ronald (see the in-
troduction to this session). Share how the New Testament epi-
sode you picked strengthens and comforts you. 

In Closing 

In your closing prayer, be sure to include the petition 
“Thy kingdom come.” Pray for vision to see how you, a beg-
gar, can show other beggars how the King comes to beggars, 
such as to your congregation! 

Prayer: May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our 
Father, who loves us and by His grace gives us eternal encour-
agement and good hope, encourage our hearts and strengthen 
us in every good deed and word. Amen. (From 2 Thessaloni-
ans 2:16–17) 

Close by singing or reading in unison “My Faith Looks 
Up to Thee” (LSB 702; ELH 184; CW 402; LW 378; LBW 479; 
TLH 394). 

 
My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
    Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; SAMPLE
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Take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day 
    Be wholly Thine! 
 
May Thy rich grace impart 
Strength to my fainting heart; 
    My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, 
Oh, may my love to Thee 
Pure, warm, and changeless be, 
    A living fire! 
 
While life’s dark maze I tread 
And griefs around me spread, 
    Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 
Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 
    From Thee aside. 
 
When ends life’s transient dream, 
When death’s cold, sullen stream 
    Shall o’er me roll, 
Blest Savior, then, in love, 
Fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, 
    A ransomed soul! 
 

 

 SAMPLE


