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About This Series 
This course is one of the Insight Series of short (four-

session) adult Bible study courses, each looking at an impor-
tant biblical topic or theme. Using these courses, you will gain 
insight into a portion of the Scriptures as you hear what God is 
saying to you there about Himself, about you, and about His 
Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ. These insights will 
help you as you go about your disciple’s task of living in the 
Word, and will equip you for a more fruitful study of the Word 
on your own in the future. 

Using This Course 
This course is designed to be used for small-group discus-

sions. Each of the four sixty- to ninety-minute sessions you will 
find in this booklet will provide you with a clear picture of 
where the session is going and what it is supposed to accom-
plish, give you a way to lead into the session’s study, provide 
input and discussion questions to guide your study of the text, 
suggest ways to follow up on the study during the week, and 
offer closing worship aids. 

You will not need a teacher for this course. The printed 
material will guide you through the study. No one will have to 
be the answerer. But you will get the most from these materials 
if you: 

1. Assign a leader for each session. That person should: 

a. Make sure he or she works through the material before 
the session and, if possible, looks at some additional re-
sources to enrich your study. 

b. Begin and end the session with worship. The devotional 
time may be quite brief; a prayer or a Bible reading is suffi-
cient. You might assign the opening and closing to a wor-
ship leader for each session. 

c. Keep the discussion moving. There is a tendency to get 
bogged down on some questions. The leader should be 
willing to say, “We’d better move on to the next point.” SAMPLE
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d. Make some choices if time is limited. The leader will 
want to select those items from the session’s content that 
seem to be most helpful if it is clear there will not be time 
to work through all of the material. 

e. Listen. Make sure everyone is heard. Give each a chance 
to speak. Encourage participation. 

f. Pray for all participants. 

2. Prepare for each session. The discussion will work better, the 
material will be more meaningful, and the Word will speak 
more clearly if everyone in the class works through the ses-
sion’s material before the class session. Even if preparation 
is limited to reading through the texts that will be a part of 
the session’s study, the effort will enrich your study. 

3. Meet regularly (at least once a week) in a convenient and 
comfortable place. Too much time between sessions means 
that learning will be forgotten and much time will be used 
in constant review. Too little time between sessions does 
not allow time for you to connect what you have learned to 
your daily living. 

4. Provide resources. Preparation that includes a chance to 
look at commentaries, Bible dictionaries, Bible reference 
books, maps, and so on will add to your class. Encourage 
those who do such research to contribute what they have 
learned or discovered as you study. 

5. Encourage participation. The course offers many opportuni-
ties to discuss biblical texts and to talk about application of 
the Word to each individual’s life. The key is sharing. Eve-
ryone should have a chance to listen and to be heard. The 
goal is encouragement. We want to build one another up as 
we study the Word. We want to share the hope and the 
strength we receive by the power of the Spirit through that 
Word. We want to allow each person to come closer to the 
Savior as he or she encounters Him in the Word. Empha-
size the positive. Share the joy of the Gospel. Celebrate His 
promised presence as “two or three” gather in His name. 

 SAMPLE



 

 

 

6 

Participant Introduction 

This course will allow you to review the meaning of the 
means of grace as you look at God’s acting among His people 
through the ordinary. God, our great God, has chosen to be-
come “touchable” to His people in the simple things of life: 
words, water, bread, wine—and most importantly in human 
flesh. Through this study you will gain a greater appreciation 
for the significance of God’s acting in grace through what the 
world considers to be ordinary. 

Francis C. Rossow 
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 Session 1  

God’s Fondness  
for the Ordinary 

Our Goals for This Session 

In this session, we want to 

• see how God uses the ordinary things of the world to 
reach out to His people—not only now in the means of 
grace (Word, Baptism, Communion) but also in the 
past as He dealt with His biblical saints and, most im-
portantly, as He sent His Son in human form to bring 
us the gift of salvation. 

The Question Is 

In our day it is common to think of God as present in the 
great and dramatic occurrences of life. People often speak of 
earthquakes and great storms as “acts of God.” And, indeed, 
God can and does reveal His presence in the world in dramatic 
ways. But, on the other hand, as His children, when we come 
to meet our God in Word and Sacrament, we encounter Him 
in another way. In worship we find Him coming to us in 
words, in water, in bread and wine. What a remarkable con-
trast to the “awesome” ways with which He seems to mark His 
presence in the created world. SAMPLE
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1a. Why does God come to us in these common, seem-
ingly ordinary ways?  

 
 
 
 
b. Does His use of these common items in the means by 

which He gives us saving faith surprise you—perhaps even jar 
you or disappoint you? Talk about it. 

 
 
 
 
2. Someone says: “Water and bread, what could be more 

ordinary? Wine, what could be more unspiritual? Words, what 
could be more monotonous? Can’t our great God do better? 
Can’t He make His presence and power felt in more dramatic, 
more important ways?” How might you respond? 

 
 
 
 
3a. To what extent do we find ourselves expecting the 

holy and almighty God to function on a higher and loftier 
plane?  

 
 
 
 
b. Is there a marked discrepancy between the methodol-

ogy we expect of God and the methodology He actually em-
ploys in the means of grace? Why or why not? Share your ob-
servations with several others in the class. 

 
 
 SAMPLE



 

 

 

9 

A Matter of Perspective 

Now read 2 Kings 5:1–14. 
4a. Summarize the event. Ask a volunteer to describe the 

trouble Naaman went to in seeking healing for his leprosy. 
How did Naaman expect Elisha to heal him? What did Elisha 
suggest instead?  

 
 
 
b. How did Elisha’s suggestion disappoint Naaman? How 

did Naaman react? What was the final outcome? 
 
 
 
 
5a. Think of an instance in which some of Naaman’s feel-

ings were your own. When did God seem to be reacting too 
slowly and in too unimportant a way for the greatness of your 
trouble or need? 

 
 

 
b. Briefly write or speak a description of that happening. 

How did you feel? How did you share that feeling? 
 
 
 
 
c. Talk about what helped you at that time. How did God 

“heal” you in an “ordinary” way? Share some of your experi-
ences with several others. 
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Doing Things His Way 

Amazing results, but through ordinary means—that is 
God’s way, a way that is truly not the human way. The healing 
of Naaman reminds us of this truth, a truth, come to think of 
it, that surfaces again and again in the Bible. God saves, saves 
so effectively, but, oh, how He does it! His means are often so 
drab, so unspectacular, yes, even so earthy and material and 
“unspiritual.” Our extraordinary God seems to be fond of the 
ordinary. 

6. Look up the following passages and write down in each 
case the ordinary ingredient that God used to communicate 
His presence or power: 

a. Exodus 3:1–6 
 
 
 
 
 
b. Matthew 21:1–11 
 
 
 
 
 
c. Exodus 13:21–22 
 
 
 
 
 
d. Mark 1:9–11 
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e. Numbers 21:6–9 
 
 
 
 
 
f. John 2:1–11 
 
 
 
 
 
g. 1 Kings 19:9–14 
 
 
 
 
 
h. John 6:1–13 
 
 
 
 
 
i. Matthew 13:34 
 
 
 
 
 
j. 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
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7. Which of these is most important for you? Why? Share 
some of your insights. How might these passages help you in 
times of difficulty or trouble? 

 
 
 
 

The Grand Example 

Read John 1:1–3 and Luke 2:1–12. Work in small groups 
to answer and discuss the following: 

8. What did the Second Person of the triune God “look 
like” before Bethlehem? What change occurred there? (De-
scribe the change specifically in terms of bone and skin and 
complexion and appendages and muscles and mannerisms.) 

 
 
 
 
 
9. Describe the conditions in which Jesus’ birth took 

place. What was He wrapped in? What kind of people were the 
first to worship Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
10. What seems to you to be the connection between Je-

sus’ incarnation and the truth stated in the goal above? 
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11. How might Jesus be described as the greatest example 
of the extraordinary God revealed in the ordinary? 

 
 
 

The Lesson for Me 

Read the following summary aloud: 
The almighty God sets in motion a plan to save the 

world. How does it begin? With a baby in swaddling clothes 
lying in a manger because there’s no room for Him in the inn. 
The Son of God becomes flesh, of all things! How does it con-
tinue? A flight to Egypt. A carpenter shop. A circle of 
unlearned fishermen. How does it end? In a public execution, 
in a death less dignified than hanging. No wonder God’s salva-
tion was a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the 
Greeks. Yet it was this foolishness of God that was wiser than 
men, and it was this weakness of God that was stronger than 
men. 

12. Talk about what that summary statement means for 
you right now. How does God’s fondness for the ordinary af-
fect you? How does His reaching out to you help you? Share 
your responses in small groups. 

 
 
 

To Do This Week 

 Read parts of the book of a prophet who used the ordi-
nary in his preaching (e.g., Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea). Jot 
down every instance you find of God’s using something ordi-SAMPLE
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nary in His teaching and saving activity. Be sure to bring your 
list to the next class session. 

 
 Keep a diary during the week. Jot down the times you 

were aware of God’s presence and power—when His saving 
love came to mind. What brought it to mind? Was it a person 
or event? Something ordinary or extraordinary? Share your 
notes with your class next week.  

In Closing 

In view of all that we learned about God in this lesson, 
why shouldn’t we be too surprised at His using water in Bap-
tism, bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper, and language in the 
proclamation of the Gospel? Talk about it. What new insights 
into God’s way of working have you gained? 

 
Close by singing or reading in unison “Sing Praise to 

God, the Highest Good” (LSB 819; CW 236; LW 452; LBW 
542; TLH 19). 

 

Sing praise to the God of Israel! 
    Sing praise for His visitation! 
Redeeming His people from their sin, 
    Accomplishing their salvation, 
Upraising a mighty horn within 
    The house of His servant David! 

God spoke by the prophets long ago, 
    His promise on oath recalling— 
To Abraham made in former years: 
    Of vanquishing foes appalling, 
That those He delivered from their fears 
    Might gladly and truly serve Him. SAMPLE
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You, child, will go on before the Lord 
    As prophet, His way preparing; 
To speak on behalf of God Most High, 
    His counsel of truth declaring: 
Rich mercy and grace for all whereby 
    Iniquity is forgiven. 

O bright, rising Sun, now shine on us 
    In need of illumination; 
Come scatter the shades of sin and death 
    And shatter their domination. 
Be guiding our footsteps on the path 
    Of peace, in Your presence dawning! 
 

SAMPLE


