
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Corinthians 

God’s Sufficient Grace 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you.” 

2 Corinthians 12:8–9 
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History Date (AD) 2 Corinthians 
Descent of the Holy 

Spirit in Jerusalem 
(Acts 2)

ca. 30  

Martyrdom of Stephen 
(Acts 6:8–8:1) 32 

Paul’s conversion and 
Baptism (Acts 9:1–19; 
22:1–16) 

Caligula Roman 
Emperor 37–41  

Claudius Roman 
Emperor 41–54  

46–48 Paul’s first missionary 
journey 

Apostolic council in 
Jerusalem (Acts 15) 49–52 Paul’s second 

missionary journey 

53–57 Paul’s third missionary 
journey 

55–56 Paul writes 1 and 2 
Corinthians 

Nero Roman Emperor 54–68  
Martyrdom of James the 

Just 60–62 Paul under house arrest 
in Rome 

62–67 Paul’s fourth missionary 
journey 

Rome burns; Nero 
begins four-year 

persecution of Christians
July 9, 64  

67 
Paul imprisoned and 
chained in a dungeon by 
Nero; writes 2 Timothy 
(1:1–2) 

Peter crucified upside 
down in Rome 67–68 Paul beheaded in Rome 

Jerusalem captured and 
temple destroyed 70  

Construction begins on 
Roman Coliseum 71  
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An Outline of 2 Corinthians 

As we read through the pages of Paul’s Letter, which we know 
today as 2 Corinthians, we are in for a special treat. Unlike any of his 
other Letters, in 2 Corinthians Paul personally shares with us the 
hardships he willingly bore as an apostle of Jesus Christ. You may 
recall that Christ prophetically announced that Paul “must suffer for 
the sake of My name” (Acts 9:16). In 2 Corinthians, we learn precisely 
what Christ meant by those words. 

We learn of the harrowing escapes from those who sought his 
life, the beatings that left him perilously near death, the stoning, the 
sleepless nights, the hunger, and the shipwrecks. Not all of these are 
recorded by Luke in the Book of Acts. However, Paul endured them all 
so that Christ’s Gospel might restore life to hearts dead in sin. Through 
Paul’s “weakness,” his Lord Jesus Christ was glorified. 

We will also hear about Paul’s joy in ministry and reflect on 
his earlier chastisements (1 Corinthians). Paul will teach us about the 
grace of giving. Additionally, we will marvel at Paul’s humanity as he 
exposes his heart of love for the congregation in Corinth. We will also 
witness Paul’s strength as he undercuts so-called “super-apostles” who 
would undermine his ministry during Paul’s stay in Ephesus. 

Following introductory material comprising 1:1–11, 2 
Corinthians can be divided into three primary sections. In the first 
section, 1:12 through chapter 7, Paul looks back to the past. In the 
second, chapters 8 through 9, he looks at the present. And in the third, 
chapters 10 through 13, Paul looks to the future. Paul will close his 
Letter with a trinitarian benediction of Jesus’ grace, God’s love, and 
the Spirit’s fellowship. 
 

I. The God of All Comfort (1:1–11) 
A. Greetings from Paul and Timothy (1:1, 2) 
B. Comforted by God to Comfort Others (1:3–7) 
C. Paul’s Hardships (1:8–11) 

II. Paul Looks Back—Why Paul Changed His Plans and the 
Glory of His Ministry (1:12–7:16) 
A. Paul’s Dealings with the Corinthians (1:12–2:13) 
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B. Ministry of the New Covenant (2:14–7:4) 
C. Paul and Titus Reunited (7:5–7:16) 

III. Paul Examines the Present—Paul Urges the Corinthians to 
Complete Their Offering for the Church in Jerusalem (8:1–
9:15) 
A. Completing the Offering (8:1–15) 
B. The Mission of Titus and Others (8:16–9:5) 
C. Results of the Offering (9:6–15) 

IV. Paul Anticipates the Future—What Paul’s Future Visit to 
Corinth Will Mean for the So-Called “Super-Apostles” (10:1–
13:10) 
A. Paul and the “Super-Apostles” (10:1–11:15) 
B. Paul’s Boastings (11:16–12:13) 
C. A Third Visit to Corinth (12:14–13:10) 

V. Paul’s Final Greetings (13:11–14) 
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Introduction 

By our standards, Paul’s mission was impossible: convert the 
Corinthians to faith in Jesus Christ. We can only imagine how difficult 
this was for Paul in a city whose name symbolized drunkenness and 
debauchery—even among their fellow Greeks. 

Located on the isthmus connecting Peloponese with Greece, 
Corinth thrived on its reputation as a major trade center of the Roman 
Empire. Ships docked at three Corinthian harbors and citizens flocked 
in from throughout the ancient world. Cargo-laden ships were 
unloaded on one side of the isthmus and the cargo was carried by hand 
to the other side, where it was loaded on a second vessel. 
Approximately five hundred thousand people made Corinth their home 
in the first century AD, a far cry from its humble reestablishment under 
Julius Caesar only a century before. 

Among Corinth’s citizenry were dockworkers, merchants, sailors, 
gamblers, athletes, and slaves. Prostitution, both male and female, was 
rampant. Overlooking the Corinthian landscape stood the Acro-
corinthus. This natural landmark rose some two thousand feet above 
the southwest part of the city. On its apex stood the infamous Temple 
of Aphrodite, with its thousand prostitutes pouring “religious” 
pestilence into a notoriously heathen city. Nearly five hundred meters 
north of Corinth, archeologists discovered a second sanctuary, 
dedicated to Asklepios. Here, evidence dating back to the time of Paul 
(circa AD 50) was uncovered. Sin abounded while morality seemed 
nonexistent. 

Into this hostile environment, God sent the apostle Paul (Acts 
18:9–10). Finding little support for his ministry among the Jews, Paul 
turned his attention to the Gentiles (Acts 18:6) and devoted nearly a 
year and a half to God’s work there. During that time, Paul gathered a 
congregation of both Jews and Gentiles. The Lord worked wonders 
through Paul as he modeled Christ for them. More importantly, the 
Corinthians could see Christ in the cross-shaped form of Paul’s life and 
ministry. Now, in Paul’s absence, this first-century congregation—and 
Paul himself—came under attack from within, with their enemies 
threatening to sever the very cords that bound them together. An earlier 
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letter of chastisement, the Letter we know as 1 Corinthians, was sent 
with Titus and others. As Christ brought reconciliation between God 
and man, Paul sought to apply that same reconciliation to the lives of 
the Corinthians. Now, a second letter was needed. How would the 
Holy Spirit respond through Paul? Let’s begin our journey through  
2 Corinthians. 
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Lesson 1 

The God of All Comfort 

2 Corinthians belongs to an ancient collection of thirteen New 
Testament Letters written by the apostle Paul. These Letters are known 
as the “Pauline Epistles.” Besides 2 Corinthians, the other Letters from 
Paul are Romans, 1 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and 
Philemon. Paul wrote 2 Corinthians while in Macedonia (2:13; 7:5). 
According to many historians, the year was about AD 56. 

Of Paul’s Letters, 2 Corinthians is the most autobiographical, 
providing personal information not found in any other Letter or even in 
the Book of Acts, which highlights Paul’s missionary work. In 
2 Corinthians, we learn that Paul was a Hebrew (2 Corinthians 11:22); 
that he was imprisoned and severely flogged (v. 23); that he received 
forty lashes minus one five times at the hands of the Jews (v. 24); and 
that was beaten by rods, stoned, and shipwrecked three times (v. 25). 
We also learn of Paul’s infirmity, a “thorn in the flesh,” that was so 
painful that three times Paul asked God to remove it (12:8). Paul does 
not provide these details lightly. He is not trying to elicit sympathy 
from his Corinthian readers or any other congregation in Greece where 
this Letter might have circulated. Rather, Paul is simply chronicling 
events in his life to show how God triumphed through his weaknesses 
(11:30). Paul knows firsthand of God’s comfort for those He loves in 
Christ, and he recalls that comfort as he dictates this Letter to a 
congregation that he dearly loves. 

Setting the Stage 
Paul established a Christian congregation in Corinth about AD 

51, during his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1–18). We know 
that, while ministering in Ephesus during his third missionary journey 
(ca. AD 53–57), Paul traveled across the Aegean Sea to visit Corinth a 
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second time. (Paul mentions an impending third visit in 2 Corinthians 
12:14 and 13:1–2.) This second visit was the “painful visit” Paul 
addresses in 2 Corinthians 2:1. After his second visit, Paul wrote a 
second Letter to the Corinthians, stating, “I wrote to you in my letter 
not to associate with sexually immoral people” (1 Corinthians 5:9). 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:11–12. What were the ongoing problems 
in Corinth that came to Paul’s attention after his second visit and his 
first Letter? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 5:9–11; 6:1; and 8:4. What additional 

problems in Corinth do these passages bring to light? 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul’s Third Letter 
Paul originally planned to travel across the Aegean Sea to visit 

the Corinthians. Instead, he took the overland route, passing through 
Troas and on into Macedonia. While in Macedonia, Titus brought news 
of his visit to Corinth (2 Corinthians 7:5–7). Although this is Paul’s 
third Letter to the Corinthians, only his second and third Letters 
survive, which are 1 and 2 Corinthians respectively. 

3. Read 2 Corinthians 1:1. In Paul’s day, letters began with an 
introduction of the writer, a listing of persons on hand at the time of the 
writing, and a notice of the intended recipient(s). From this passage, 
locate each of these three common components of a first century AD 
letter. 
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4. Read Acts 19:15–16. By whose authority can Paul consider 
himself an apostle? How does Paul attest this authority in 2 Corinthians 
1:1? 

 
 
 
 
 
5. In 2 Corinthians 1:2, Paul continues his introduction with an 

apostolic blessing. Are these words merely Paul’s pious sentiment, or 
do they convey something more? 

 
 
 
 
 

God’s Comfort 
Read 2 Corinthians 1:3 and then compare the passage to Romans 

1:8; 1 Corinthians 1:4; Ephesians 1:15–16; and Colossians 1:3. These 
five verses include the introductory material found in most Pauline 
Letters. 

6. How did Paul typically begin his Letters? How might the 
absence of this introductory material in 2 Corinthians be related to the 
specific problems encountered by the congregation in Corinth? 

 
 
 
 
 
7. Read 2 Corinthians 1:4–11. As you do, count the number of 

times Paul uses the word comfort. Why do you think Paul’s frequent 
use of this word is important? 
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8. How does Paul point to his own life as an example of God’s 
grace and comfort? What is the gist of Paul’s statement about God 
raising the dead? What does that mean for you and me? 

 
 
 
 
 
9. Why do you believe Paul put such an emphasis on the prayers 

others were making for him? Do we likewise need others to pray for 
us? 

 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
All Christians experience disappointments, trials, tragedies, and 

other forms of suffering. Most of us, however, will never experience 
the sufferings Paul experienced for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

10. Paul was able to comfort others, because he received comfort 
from God. Think about those who comforted you in your time of trial. 
How might God use you to comfort others? 

 
 
 
 
 
11. What are some ways that God provides us a “way of escape” 

(1 Corinthians 10:13)? 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Elsewhere, Paul noted that “through many tribulations we 

must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22) and that “all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose” 
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(Romans 8:28). If you feel comfortable, share a time when God 
worked together for His good purpose during a troubling time in your 
life. 

 
 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Consult a Bible concordance for additional Bible verses 

referencing God’s comfort for us in Christ. Make a list of these 
passages, and affix them on an object you see every day, such 
as your refrigerator or computer monitor. 

• Consider how Christ is the Yes! to all of God’s promises. 
• Read 2 Corinthians 1:12–2:13 to prepare for the next lesson. 
 
Speak or sing together the following stanzas of “Abide with Me” 

(LSB 878; LW 490). 
 
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 
Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 
 
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
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I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
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