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About This Series 
In the West, spirituality is as nebulous as it is popular. Having succumbed to 

humanism, rationalism, and Darwinism, communities once known for a genuine Christian 
piety now provide a fertile breeding ground for self-made theologies, Eastern religions, the 
worship of science and technology, or even a resuscitation of the old pagan gods. In a highly 
competitive environment, each of these spiritual philosophies seeks to fill the vacuum left by 
the seemingly departed Christian spirit. 

Even among faithful Christians, and at other times and places, spirituality has run the 
gamut from the mystical to the almost sterile. From the emotional to the pragmatic, the 
experiential to the cerebral, the all-too-human desire to experience (and control!) the divine 
has proven to be especially resilient. Influenced by modernism, postmodernism, and 
whatever comes next, even those who try faithfully to follow Jesus Christ may find defining 
spirituality, or at least what is distinctively Christian about their own beliefs and practices, a 
significant challenge. 

Do Lutheran Christians have a spirituality? Indeed they do! This adult Bible study 
series explores the rich depths of a distinctively Lutheran spirituality that begins in Baptism 
and is founded upon God’s Word. There, the incarnate, crucified, and resurrected Lord 
proclaims His victory over sin, death, and the devil, and from there flows the proclamation 
of His Gospel and the administration of His Sacraments. It is through these means 
presented within the liturgy of His Church that Christ communicates not merely spiritual 
energies, an emotional high, a method of reasoning, or a stringent morality, but truly 
Himself—God in human flesh. 

Written by respected Lutheran scholars in the United States and Australia, this adult 
Bible study series emphasizes the Bible, Luther’s catechism, and the Lutheran hymnal as 
concrete and integral resources for a truly Lutheran spirituality. May God richly bless those 
who study His Word, and through His Word may they experience the genuinely 
enlightening and life-giving spirituality found only in the life, death, and resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
The Editor 



Participant Introduction 
As Lutherans, we affirm that sharing our faith with others is an integral part of our 

Christian existence in this world. This activity remains with us even as the Church enlists 
certain individuals for outreach projects close to home or overseas. In this study, we hope to 
encourage among Lutherans a broader commitment to share their faith in whatever callings 
the Lord has placed them. 

What motivates Christians to share their faith? Would it not be better to remain silent 
and leave it to experts such as the pastor or elders? Paul reminded the congregation in 
Ephesus that they who were once in darkness were now “light in the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8). 
Paul did not mean to suggest a passive existence as a believer in Christ. Rather, he went on 
to encourage them as they live their lives as children of light (5:8). Just as a flashlight brings 
light to darkness, Christians also light up the world around them through their witness and 
exemplary lifestyle. This concept of “light” should sound familiar. In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus called His disciples to be salt and light to the world so that through their good 
deeds people might come to praise God in heaven (Matthew 5:13–16). 

Our world desperately needs to hear about our Christian faith and see it at work. We 
have been given new and eternal life through Christ’s death on the cross and His 
resurrection. Filled with the joy of our own salvation (1 Peter 2:9), we are enabled to share 
the Good News about what Christ did, not only for us but also for others (John 3:16). 
Wherever and whenever the opportunity arises for us to witness about Christ to those who 
are without our Savior, we do so without compulsion but joyously and voluntarily, enabled 
by the new life granted by the Holy Spirit. 

To an extent, Jesus serves also as our example. He alone is our righteousness and has 
attained our right standing before God. But just as Jesus’ attitude was oriented toward the 
spiritual well-being of His human creatures, so we, too, willingly and voluntarily embrace 
sharing our God-given faith with others. 

In order that our light might never go out but instead enlighten the world around us, 
our faith needs to be nurtured through regular attendance at church, where we receive the 
Word and the Sacraments. Baptism gives us our birthright as God’s children, and His Word 
and Christ’s Supper strengthen and nourish our faith for an active witness. We do not 
witness to our faith in order that we might gain glory for ourselves, but that all glory may be 
given to Christ, our Lord (Philippians 2:10–11). 

With this study, we intend: 
1. to help participants become deeply aware of the divine mission to this lost world and 

to find their own place in it wherever their calling may have placed them; 
2. to bring them to an understanding that their service is a commitment to Jesus Christ, 

their Lord, who has redeemed them on the cross and who has sent them into this world; and 
3. to impart to them the understanding that their salvation in Christ is what motivates 

their witness. 
 
To prepare for “Salvation to the Ends of the Earth,” read Isaiah 49:6. 



 

Salvation to the Ends of  
the Earth 

The noblest and greatest work and the most important service we can perform for God 
on earth is bringing other people, and especially those who are entrusted to us, to the 
knowledge of God by the holy Gospel. 

—Martin Luther (WLS, § 3010) 

In today’s hectic world, with numerous pressing needs and endless responsibilities, we 
sometimes forget that many people do not know Christ. Our horizon needs to be expanded 
and our awareness of others heightened. That is why we begin this study on witnessing our 
faith by looking first at the Old Testament. There we read about God’s creation of the world 
and His establishment of the nation of Israel. There we also learn that God’s purposes for 
humanity extend through Israel to people of many races, colors, and social settings—to all 
“Gentiles.” He is the one, true God, who rules over all creation, and who is intent on 
bringing His salvation to the entire world. Our witness builds on the understanding that we 
have an obligation and privilege to bring God’s fallen human creatures back to their 
Creator: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

1. When we lose sight of the needs of others, what are some things that we can do to 
refocus? How might this also apply to sharing our faith? 

 
 
 
 
 

God of All Nations 
In the Old Testament, we learn that Israel understood herself as God’s nation, for 

whom He performed His wonderful and mighty deeds. Yahweh is the God of Israel, who 
led His people out of captivity in Egypt, from under the hand of mighty Pharaoh. 

Read Genesis 1:1; 12:3; and Isaiah 45:18; 42:1; and 49:6. 
2. As you review a few brief periods of Israel’s history, what was her status in Egypt, 

and what did God do with His nation after her captivity in Babylon? 
 
 
 
 
 



God revealed His will to His people through Moses on Mount Sinai. While the 
Israelites strove to follow God’s will and Law, many times they were unsuccessful. They did 
not always succeed in demonstrating a holiness separate from all other nations, even though 
God commanded Israel repeatedly not to mingle with them (Deuteronomy 4:32–34; 
Nehemiah 13:23–27). Nevertheless, on some occasions, outsiders such as Rahab and her 
family (Joshua 6:25) were received into Israel’s midst upon their fulfilling certain 
conditions. 

Read Exodus 12:37–38. 
3. When the Israelites left Egypt, who also came along with them? Did the Law that 

God delivered to Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 20:2) also apply to them? 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s Old Testament people often sinfully and selfishly turned away from Him, 

especially in their worship. This is seen clearly in the golden calf apostasy (Exodus 32). At 
times, Israel focused on her own special rights at the expense of seeing herself as God’s holy 
nation and a blessing for all other nations. 

4.Why did God become particularly angry at His people in the incident involving the 
golden calf? Why would His people jeopardize their special status with God in such a way? 

 
 
 
 
 
In the Old Testament, we see that God is the only God of the entire world. The 

narrative of creation shows us a God who created the universe and everything in it (Genesis 
1:1). This is the earth on which all nations live, not just the nation of Israel. Yahweh is the 
only God and therefore Lord of all creation (Isaiah 45:18). 

Read Genesis 18:16–19:27. 
5. As the God of all creation, how did He react to the irreverent disregard of other 

nations toward Him? 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Salvific Will 
God’s desire to extend His salvation to all nations is beautifully expressed in Isaiah 

49:6: “I will make you as a light for the nations, that My salvation may reach to the end of 
the earth.” “To the end of the earth” implies to all other nations. You may recall that 
similar things are said in Genesis 12:1–3, which speaks of the call and blessing of Abraham. 
Through Abraham and ultimately through His Seed, God’s blessings will extend to all 
nations. Abraham is promised that in his name all nations will be blessed: “In you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed” (see also Exodus 19:5–6). We would also highlight this 
point with Isaiah 66:18–24, which in a grand way shows that God Himself is the ultimate 
missionary. 



Read Genesis 12:3 and Isaiah 49:6. 
6. In these passages, we read about God’s salvation and blessing. What blessings would 

someone outside the Church receive by your witness? By becoming a member of your 
church? 

 
 
 
 
 

God Uses People like Abraham and Jacob 
God used His prophets and messengers to share His will with the people of Israel and 

its neighboring tribes. Isaiah 49:6 speaks of the Suffering Servant becoming the light for the 
nations. Through the Suffering Servant and through individuals such as Abraham (Genesis 
12:14–16), Jacob (Genesis 35:2), and all of us, God enlightens people outside of Israel. 
Luther notes, 

“He [God] chases them back and forth not only for their sake, in order to prove 
their faith, but also so that they may be useful to other people. Abraham certainly 
could not remain silent, and he did not consider himself unfit to preach to the 
people of God’s mercy. . . . God acts in wonderful ways on earth; he sends 
apostle and preacher to people before they themselves perceive or in anyway 
think about it.” (Stolle, The Church Comes from All Nations, 16) 

 
7. Name other individuals in the Old Testament that God used to bring His blessings to 

other nations. 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Isaiah 49:6 and Matthew 5:14–16. 
8. How does being a “light” relate to “salvation”? How could you and your church 

shine the light of Christ for others? 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual Exercises 
• During the coming week, meditate on each stanza of “The God of Abraham Praise” 

(LSB 798; ELH 69; LW 450; LBW 544; TLH 40). Give thanks to God that through Holy 
Baptism you have been grafted into Christ and thus are an heir to the promises God 
made to Abraham. 

• In thanksgiving to God for His mercy extended to the Gentiles through faith in His 
Son, Jesus Christ, read the following passages from Romans during the coming week: 
 M. 3:21–31 
 T. 4:1–8 



 W. 4:9–17 
 T. 4:18–25 
 F. 5:1–11 

• If you have not done so already, commit to memory Luther’s Table Blessings (“Asking 
a Blessing” and “Returning Thanks” in the Small Catechism) and pray them before and 
after meals. 

Point to Remember 
I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 

the families of the earth shall be blessed. Genesis 12:3 
 
To prepare for “Rooted in Christ’s Ministry,” read Galatians 4:4–7. 

 


