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About This Series 
In the West, spirituality is as nebulous as it is popular. Having 

succumbed to humanism, rationalism, and Darwinism, communities 
once known for a genuine Christian piety now provide a fertile breed-
ing ground for self-made theologies, Eastern religions, the worship of 
science and technology, or even a resuscitation of the old pagan gods. 
In a highly competitive environment, each of these spiritual philoso-
phies seeks to fill the vacuum left by the seemingly departed Christian 
spirit. 

Even among faithful Christians, and at other times and places, 
spirituality has run the gamut from the mystical to the almost sterile. 
From the emotional to the pragmatic, the experiential to the cerebral, 
the all-too-human desire to experience (and control!) the divine has 
proven to be especially resilient. Influenced by modernism, postmod-
ernism, and whatever comes next, even those who try faithfully to 
follow Jesus Christ may find defining spirituality, or at least what is 
distinctively Christian about their own beliefs and practices, a signifi-
cant challenge. 

Do Lutheran Christians have a spirituality? Indeed they do! This 
adult Bible study series explores the rich depths of a distinctively Lu-
theran spirituality that begins in Baptism and is founded upon God’s 
Word. There, the incarnate, crucified, and resurrected Lord pro-
claims His victory over sin, death, and the devil, and from there flows 
the proclamation of His Gospel and the administration of His Sacra-
ments. It is through these means presented within the liturgy of His 
Church that Christ communicates not merely spiritual energies, an 
emotional high, a method of reasoning, or a stringent morality, but 
truly Himself—God in human flesh. 

Written by respected Lutheran scholars in the United States and 
Australia, this adult Bible study series emphasizes the Bible, Luther’s 
catechism, and the Lutheran hymnal as concrete and integral re-
sources for a truly Lutheran spirituality. May God richly bless those 
who study His Word, and through His Word may they experience 
the genuinely enlightening and life-giving spirituality found only in 
the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The Editor 
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Participant Introduction 
Our God is a speaking God. Unlike idols made of mute stone or 

crafted by the imaginations of the faithless heart, the living God has a 
voice. He speaks and His words are “spirit and life” (John 6:63). By 
His strong Word, the Father brought creation into existence. His 
Word made flesh is the revelation of His fatherly goodness and the 
author of our salvation, for He was sent to suffer and die as our Sav-
ior. The Word of our Savior’s cross, the message of reconciliation in 
the forgiveness of sins, is preached for the creation of faith as “faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Ro-
mans 10:17). The same Spirit given by Jesus to His apostles on Easter 
evening (see John 20:22) inspired them to put the Word into writing 
“so that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). 

Lutheran spirituality is a spirituality of the Word. God’s Spirit 
ties Himself to His Word. We do not look behind or above the Scrip-
tures to find the Spirit, but rather we listen to the Spirit who speaks to 
us in Christ Jesus. There is no other Jesus than the one proclaimed by 
the prophets and the apostles. A nineteenth-century hymn of non-
Lutheran origin says “Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord.” 
However, believers do not look beyond the sacred page of the Scrip-
tures to find the Lord. The Lord Jesus is wrapped up in the words of 
Holy Scripture. To hear its words is to hear Him, for He is the very 
heart and core of the Bible. 

This study is designed as a hearing aid. That is, it is the purpose 
of this little book to assist you not only in understanding what God’s 
Word is and how it functions, but also to sharpen your skills in listen-
ing to our Lord as He speaks in His Scriptures and in preaching that 
is governed by the Scriptures. To understand the Scriptures is to stand 
under the Scriptures. It is not so much that we interpret the Scriptures 
but that the Scriptures interpret our lives. With God’s Law, they con-
vict us of sin, that is, of unbelief. They interpret the story of our in-
born failure to fear, love, and trust in God above all things as the root 
of all sin. But the ultimate message of the Bible is the Gospel, God’s 
own declaration that He is for us in every way, bestowing on us the 
forgiveness of sins achieved by His Son’s death on the cross. Any 
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reading of the Bible that does not end up with Jesus Christ crucified 
and raised for our justification misses the mark, for God’s Scriptures 
were given “to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15). Keep your copy of Luther’s Small Cate-
chism and your hymnal close at hand as you embark on this study, 
for they are the two most important tools that you have to help you 
stand sure-footed under the Holy Scriptures. 

Lurking in these pages you will see the footprints of Martin Lu-
ther. He charted a course for us to follow in learning how to listen to 
the Scriptures. From Psalm 119, Luther drew three rules for the study 
of the Bible: oratio, meditatio, tentatio. Scriptures are prayerfully read 
(oratio) as that book “which turns the wisdom of all other books into 
foolishness” (AE 34:285), meditated upon in faith (meditatio), and 
held on to for life in the face of all that threatens us with death (tenta-
tio). That’s how students of the Scriptures are made. Let Luther’s 
three rules guide your reading of God’s Word as well, for such a read-
ing promises to yield rich fruit as God’s truth is implanted in ear and 
heart and lives are tested and made strong under the cross. 

Some of you may wish to dig deeper into the Lutheran confes-
sion of God’s gift of Holy Scriptures. For those of you who wish to 
do so, two resources are recommended: Robert Preus’s The Inspiration 
of Scripture (CPH) and Armin Wenz’s, “Justification and Holy Scrip-
ture: Sola fide et sola Scriptura” in Logia: A Journal of Lutheran Theology 
XIV, no. 2 (Eastertide 2005), pages 5–15. 

 
To prepare for “The God Who Speaks,” read Hebrews 1:1–2. 
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The God Who Speaks 
Dearest Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear 
you; Let our thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing 
faith be near you as the promises here given draw us wholly 
up to heaven. 

Tobias Clausnitzer, Lutheran Worship, 202 

The Holy Scriptures therefore are nothing less than the 
on-going pentecost-miracle, as Martin Kähler once wrote. 
In a world where many voices become audible, where 
truth and error form an inseparable mish-mash, God’s 
highest gift to mankind is the sure foundation which the 
Spirit has laid for us in the unchanging writings of the 
prophets and the apostles. It is God himself who verifies 
and falsifies our theology, who destroys our errors and es-
tablishes our faith and theology, through the infallible 
word of the Scriptures. (Armin Wenz, “Justification and 
Holy Scripture,” Logia XIV, no. 2 [Eastertide 2005]: p. 9) 

In this session we will look at the Scriptures that tell us of God 
and what He has to say to human beings. As we have noted in the 
Introduction, God is a speaking God; He is not silent. But the deafen-
ing clamor of our sinful nature and the subtle accents of the devil’s 
beguiling speech may drown out the voice of the Good Shepherd. 

1. What things are most likely to get in the way of your hearing 
God’s Word? 

 
 
 
 

By the Prophets 
In the Nicene Creed, we confess that the Holy Spirit “spoke by 

the prophets.” Here the creed echoes such texts as Hebrews 1:1–2 and 
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The God Who Speaks 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, 

participants will (1) see the connection between the Word made flesh, 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures as they testify to Him 
and His saving work of the justification of the ungodly by faith alone; 
(2) see the connection between the Scriptures and the Christian ser-
mon and grow in their ability to hear preaching as the living voice of 
Christ Jesus; and (3) respond in the development of a regular pattern 
of the study of Holy Scripture in light of weekly worship with the 
congregation gathered around preaching and the Lord’s Supper. 

Opening Worship 
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your only-begotten 

Son, You once confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimonies 
of the ancient fathers, and in the voice that came from the bright 
cloud You wondrously foreshowed our adoption by grace. Therefore, 
mercifully make us co-heirs with our King of His glory, and bring us 
to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Sing “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” (LSB 589; ELH 
230; CW 283; LW 339; TLH 296). 

Focus 
1. Answers may vary. For some it may be a perceived lack of 

time. For others it may be boredom or a lack of discipline. At this 
point, the leader may desire to direct participants to the parable of the 
sower (Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23), pointing out how Satan, the world, 
and our sinful flesh obstruct the hearing of God’s Word. The leader 
may also refer to the story of Mary and Martha (see Luke 10:38–42). 


