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The Book of Luke begins and ends with angels.
An angel of the Lord appears to the priest
Zechariah and announces that his wife will con-
ceive and bear John the Baptist (Luke 1:11; a
stylized portrait of this event is depicted on the
cover of LifeLight Luke, Part 1). On the first
Easter, two angels appear to the women visiting
Jesus’ now empty tomb to proclaim Jesus’ bod-
ily resurrection from the dead (Luke 24:4; cover,
LifeLight Luke, Part 2). Interspersed throughout
its pages, Luke’s Gospel highlights the ministry
of these heavenly messengers, who were sent
by God to inform, to console, and to bless.
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5

Leaders Guide

Introduction

Welcome to LifeLight
A special pleasure is in store for you. You will be instru-
mental in leading your brothers and sisters in Christ
closer to Him who is our life and light (John 1:4). You
will have the pleasure of seeing fellow Christians dis-
cover new insights and rediscover old ones as they open
the Scriptures and dig deep into them, perhaps deeper
than they have ever dug before. More than that, you will
have the pleasure of sharing in this wonderful study.

LifeLight—An In-depth Study
LifeLight is a series of in-depth Bible studies. The goal
of LifeLight is that through a regular program of in-
depth personal and group study of Scripture, more and
more Christian adults may grow in their personal faith
in Jesus Christ, enjoy fellowship with the members of
His body, and reach out in love to others in witness and
service.

In-depth means that this Bible study includes the fol-
lowing four components: individual daily home study;
discussion in a small group; a lecture presentation on
the Scripture portion under study; and an enhancement
of the week’s material (through reading the enrichment
magazine).

LifeLight Participants
LifeLight participants are adults who desire a deeper
study of the Scriptures than is available in the typical
Sunday morning adult Bible class. (Mid-to-older teens
might also be LifeLight participants.) While LifeLight
does not assume an existing knowledge of the Bible or
special experience or skills in Bible study, it does
assume a level of commitment that will bring partici-
pants to each of the nine weekly assemblies having read
the assigned readings and attempted to answer the
study questions. Daily reading and study will require
from 15 to 30 minutes for the five days preceding the
LifeLight assembly. The day following the assembly will
be spent reviewing the previous week’s study by going
over the completed study leaflet and the enrichment
magazine.

LifeLight Leadership
While the in-depth process used by LifeLight begins
with individual study and cannot achieve its aims with-
out this individual effort, it cannot be completed by
individual study alone. Therefore, trained leaders are
necessary. You fill one or perhaps more of the impor-
tant roles described below.

The Director
This person oversees the LifeLight program in a local cen-
ter (which may be a congregation or a center operated by
several neighboring congregations). The director

• serves as the parish LifeLight overall coordinator
and leader;

• coordinates the scheduling of the LifeLight pro-
gram;

• orders materials;
• convenes LifeLight leadership-team meetings;
• develops publicity materials;
• recruits participants;
• maintains records and budgeting;
• assigns, with the leadership-team, participants to

small discussion groups;
• makes arrangements for facilities;
• communicates outreach opportunities to small-

group leaders and to congregational boards;
• follows up on participants who leave the program.

The Assistant Director (optional)
This person may assist the director. Duties listed for the
director may be assigned to the assistant director as
mutually agreeable.

The Lecture Leader
This person prepares and delivers the lecture at the
weekly assembly. (Lesson material for the lecture
leader begins on p. 9.) The lecture leader

• prepares and presents the Bible study lecture to the
large group;

• prepares worship activities (devotional thought,
hymn, prayer), using resources in the study leaflet
and leaders guide and possibly other outside
sources;

• helps the small-group discussion leaders to grow in
understanding the content of the lessons;
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• encourages prayer at weekly leadership-team and 
discussion-leaders meetings.

The Small-Group Coordinator (optional; the
director may fill this role)
This person supervises and coordinates the work of the
small-group discussion leaders. The small-group coor-
dinator

• recruits with the leadership-team the small-group
discussion leaders;

• trains or arranges for training of the discussion leaders;
• assists the director and discussion leaders in follow-

up and outreach;
• encourages the discussion leaders to contact absent

group members;
• participates in the weekly leadership-team and dis-

cussion-leaders equipping meetings;
• provides ongoing training and support as needed.

The Small-Group Discussion Leaders

These people guide and facilitate discussion of LifeLight
participants in the small groups. (Lesson material for
the small-group leaders begins on p. 55.) There should
be one discussion leader for every group of no more than
twelve participants. The small-group discussion leaders
are, perhaps, those individuals who are most important
to the success of the program. They should, therefore, be
chosen with special care and be equipped with skills
needed to guide discussion and to foster a caring fellow-
ship within the group. These discussion leaders
• prepare each week for the small-group discussion by

using the study leaflet and small-group leaders guide
section for that session (see p. 55);

• read the enrichment magazine as a study supplement;
• guide and facilitate discussion in their small group;
• encourage and assist the discussion group in prayer;
• foster fellowship and mutual care within the discus-

sion group;
• attend weekly discussion-leaders training meetings.

Leadership Training
LifeLight leaders will meet weekly to review the previous
week’s work and plan the coming week. At this session,
leaders can address concerns and prepare for the com-
ing session. LifeLight is a 11⁄2-hour program with no pos-
sibility for it to be taught in the one hour typically avail-
able on Sunday mornings. Some congregations,
however, may want to use the Sunday morning Bible
study hour for LifeLight preparation and leadership

training. In such a meeting, the lecture leader and/or
small-group coordinator may lead the discussion lead-
ers through the coming week’s lesson, reserving 5 or 10
minutes for problem solving or other group concerns.

While it requires intense effort, LifeLight has proven to
bring great benefit to LifeLight participants. The effort
put into this program, both by leaders and by partici-
pants, will be rewarding and profitable.

The LifeLight Weekly Schedule
Here is how LifeLight will work week by week:

1. Before session 1, each participant will receive the
study leaflet for session 1 and the enrichment mag-
azine for the course. The study leaflet contains wor-
ship resources (for use both in individual daily
study and at the opening of the following week’s
assembly) and readings and study questions for five
days. Challenge questions will lead those partici-
pants who have the time and desire a greater chal-
lenge into even deeper levels of study.

2. After the five days of individual study at home, par-
ticipants will gather for a weekly assembly of all
LifeLight participants. The assembly will begin with
a brief period of worship (5 minutes). Participants
will then join their assigned small discussion groups
(of twelve or fewer who will remain the same
throughout the course) where they will go over the
week’s study questions together (55 minutes).
Assembling together once again, participants will
listen to a lecture presentation on the readings they
have studied in the previous week and discussed in
their small groups (20 minutes). After the lecture
presentation, the director or another leader will dis-
tribute the study leaflet for the following week.
Closing announcements and other necessary busi-
ness may take another five minutes before dismissal.

In some places some small groups will not join the
weekly assembly because of scheduling or other rea-
sons. Such groups may meet at another time and
place (perhaps in the home of one of the small
group’s members). Those congregations may record
the lecture given by the lecture leader at the weekly
assembly and duplicate it for use by other groups
meeting later in the week.

3. On the day following the assembly, participants will
review the preceding week’s work by rereading the
study leaflet they completed (and that they perhaps
supplemented or corrected during the discussion in

6
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God Prepares the Way for All People to See (Part 1)

Luke 1

Preparing for the Session

Central Focus
In this first session, we will focus on the careful way
God fulfilled His promises as He made preparations for
the coming of the Savior—for all people to see.

Objectives
That participants, led by the Holy Spirit working
through God’s Word, will

1. appreciate Luke’s Gospel as a historical account—
more than that, as a part of the story of each of our
lives, as our salvation story, our salvation history;

2. believe that the Messiah came as a result of God’s
careful planning, just as He had promised; and

3. join in the celebration of God’s love of which each
of us is a unique recipient.

Note for the small-group leaders: Lesson notes and
other materials you will need begin on page 55.

For the Lecture Leader

Session Plan

Worship

Begin the session with the hymn and prayer printed in
the study leaflet. Accompaniments are available in
denominational hymnals, such as Lutheran Service Book
or Lutheran Worship (refer to hymnal index). Note: Con-
cordia Publishing House has available Every Voice a
Song, a 9-CD set of organ accompaniments for 180
hymns and liturgy. All the initial worship hymns in the
LifeLight courses are included in this resource. It’s espe-
cially helpful for mission congregations and small
parishes. See the list of study resources on page 7.

Lecture Presentation

Introduction (1:1–4)

This letter for you could well be the way we begin our
study of the Gospel of Luke. With an introduction that
resembles those of some of the great writings of the
ancient world, Luke is ready to rank his presentation
with those that recorded other great historical events.
He assures his readers that he has not taken the task
lightly but has done careful research and has followed a
plan for his presentation. This is not a haphazard col-
lection of truths and half-truths. Luke assures us that he
has taken care to write in an “orderly” fashion. Most
scholars suggest that he presents the deeds and teach-
ing of Jesus in chronological order.

As he begins, Luke also shares the careful way in which
he has done his research. Gossip has no place in Luke’s
Gospel. He is aware of the accounts that have been
“handed down” by eyewitnesses. Luke was not one of
those, but he has listened carefully to those apostles he
knew and to other people who had contact with the
Lord. (Some scholars, for example, suggest that the first
two chapters of Luke’s Gospel were the result of his
interviews with Mary, the Lord’s mother.)

Luke addresses his Gospel to Theophilus. This
Theophilus is usually considered an actual person,
although little else is known of him. Both this Gospel
and the Book of Acts are addressed to him. Luke calls
him “most excellent,” a title used at the time for high-
ranking Roman officials. The name Theophilus means
“one who loves God.” In that regard, each of us might
well qualify as the recipient.

One final note on the Gospel’s introductory verses.
William Arndt, in his commentary St. Luke (CPH 1956,
p. 39), makes this statement: “It is evident that for the
holy writers being inspired and making researches were
not incompatible and that inspiration must not be
viewed as a mechanical process.” In no way should
Luke’s comments about the research he has told us
about in these first verses of this Gospel depreciate our
understanding of an inspired Scripture. Rather, let them
enhance our appreciation of the way God used His ser-
vants to give us a full account of His great, saving acts
on our behalf.

9
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1 The Birth of John Foretold 
(1:5–25)

About 450 years before the first Christmas, God through
the prophet Malachi told His people of the one who
would come “to make ready for the Lord a people pre-
pared” (1:17). Each of the Gospel accounts introduces
this individual to us as John the Baptizer. Of all four
Gospel writers, Luke alone shares with us the events that
marked John’s coming into this world. An angel appears
to Zechariah to announce John’s birth and to foretell
the key roles that Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, are
to have in this divine drama.

In verse 5, Luke introduces us to Zechariah and Eliza-
beth by giving us not only their names but also their
heritage. It was one of honor and distinction. Both were
descendants of Aaron. Zechariah’s lineage meant that he
would automatically become a priest (one of an esti-
mated 20,000 at that time). Also, even though the Levit-
ical law said he could marry any absolutely pure Jewish
woman, the fact that he married another descendant of
Aaron brought special distinction. Undoubtedly, in
their younger years Zechariah and Elizabeth prized the
lineage they were able to offer their children. But there
were no children. Elizabeth was barren.

So great was this disgrace in Israel at the time that it was
considered acceptable grounds for divorce. Zechariah
did not choose that path. Rather, he took the burden to
the Lord in prayer, as certainly did his wife.

Then (v. 8) it happened, a “once in a lifetime” opportu-
nity—the lot fell on Zechariah to go into the inmost
court of the temple to burn incense. First, the evening
sacrifice had been offered. It included the sacrifice of a
lamb, together with a meal offering of flour mixed with
oil and a drink offering of wine. Now, to wrap this sac-
rifice in the envelope of sweet-smelling incense,
Zechariah entered the temple. A crowd of worshipers
waited in silence in the outer court for him to return
and dismiss them with a blessing.

But Zechariah’s service in the inner court turned out not
to be routine. While he went about his duties, an angel
appeared, standing beside the altar. Zechariah may well
have thought his earthly life had come to an end. But
the angel’s message was positive. “Do not be afraid,” the
angel said. Then came more assurances. Even as
Zechariah carried his prayers before the throne of God,
God heard Zechariah’s prayers and answered them.
“Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,” the angel
promises. While the event will appear natural, a great

miracle nevertheless would take place. The child would
be the forerunner of the world’s Savior.

In Isaiah 40:3, the prophet had foretold the forerunner’s
work. He would (v. 3) cry out in the wilderness. He
would urge people to prepare their hearts for the Mes-
siah’s coming. He would preach (v. 4) repentance—ren-
ovation of people’s hearts, a turning from sin and a
turning to God. And, as all of this happened, (v. 5) the
glory of the Lord would be revealed.

Can we excuse Zechariah’s response to all this good
news? The angel recognized it for what it was—not sim-
ply wonderment, nor even doubt, filled this elderly
man’s mind. It was disbelief. As a result, Zechariah
would be silent, unable to voice further words of skep-
ticism until the day he held the fulfillment of God’s
amazing promise in his arms.

All this took a long time, longer than it should have
taken. “What has happened to him?” the crowd of
assembled worshipers no doubt asked one another.
When Zechariah finally did appear, he could only
motion to them with his hands. They concluded—cor-
rectly—that the priest must have seen a vision in the
temple. There was no explaining this as some physical
malady, and theirs was not an age which had a psycho-
logical explanation for everything. So, when his week of
service ended, Zechariah made his way homeward.
Somehow, he had to explain (without words) to his
wife that a dream she had probably given up years
before was about to become true.

What those first months must have meant to both of
them! Perhaps it was, at first, hoping against hope. Per-
haps at first they feared making fools of themselves if
the promise failed to materialize. Perhaps that fear
caused Elizabeth to remain in seclusion for five months.
But then joy began to overtake the fear and to replace it.

Have you ever leaned on the Lord’s promises like that?
Have you ever been tempted to believe that those
promises might not materialize? Have you ever seen
God come through for you, despite your fears and
doubts? Then you know what Zechariah and Elizabeth
experienced.

2 The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
(1:26–38)

The wheels had been set in motion. Now they seemed
to be speeding forward, toward fulfillment of God’s
promises. From Jerusalem the scene shifts to Nazareth.
Six months earlier, Gabriel had appeared to Zechariah

10
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in the temple. Now the angel returns. This time he
appears not to an old man but to a young virgin. And he
announces not simply the birth of another prophet in
the long line of Old Testament prophets, not even the
birth of the Messiah’s forerunner, but he announces the
coming birth of the Messiah Himself, the Savior whom
God had promised throughout the Old Testament to
send. The promise stretched all the way back to Genesis
3:15. Now, it was about to be fulfilled.

Luke tells us a number of significant things about this
young woman. Not only was she a virgin, she was also
pledged to be married. Sometimes we think of Mary’s
situation as being like that of a young woman in our
culture who is engaged to be married. But if we do so,
we fail to appreciate the seriousness of the Old Testa-
ment pledge or betrothal. Betrothal lasted for one year.
Although the groom did not take his bride to live with
him, nevertheless a decree of divorce was necessary to
break the pledge. Any act of fornication was looked
upon as adultery.

Mary was a descendant of the royal house of David.
Despite their heritage, the family had been reduced to a
common status, possibly even to poverty. But no one
could take away God’s promise to them, the promise
that one of David’s descendants would occupy David’s
throne forever (2 Samuel 7:16). Now, through Mary, the
Almighty God would keep that promise.

Mary’s response (v. 34) sounds like Zechariah’s (v. 18):
“How will this be?” Mary asked the angel. While we see
little difference in their words, Gabriel discerned a great
difference in their attitudes. While Zechariah’s heart was
filled with disbelief, Mary simply asked for more details.
Would it happen soon? Should she expect Joseph to be
the father? Was she to do something in response to the
announcement?

Gabriel answered Mary’s question (v. 35) in a way that
both reassured her and explained some of the details.
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you,” Gabriel said.
Mary’s child would carry the title “the Son of the Most
High” (v. 32) and “the Son of God” (v. 35). Mary
needed to do nothing. God would do it all.

Continuing with his reassurances (v. 36), Gabriel told
Mary, “Your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son.” God can and would do the impossible.

Mary’s submission is a very lovely thing. She says (v.
38), “I am the servant of the Lord.” What a gentle, hum-
ble attitude, one worked by the Holy Spirit Himself.

How we need that same attitude of reverent submission
as we go about the high calling of serving Christ. How
blessed we are that the same Spirit who worked it in
Mary will continue to work it in us as well!

3 Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth 
(1:39–45)

The Holy Spirit doesn’t have Luke explain why Mary vis-
ited her cousin Elizabeth. Most commentators suggest
that Mary went to share her joy in what she realized
God was about to reveal to the world. While everyone
else—even Joseph—would question Mary, Elizabeth
would understand and believe her incredible story.
Mary’s visit to that town in the hill country of Judea
where Zechariah and Elizabeth lived resulted in yet
another totally unexpected confirmation of the angel’s
promise to Mary. Not only did Zechariah and Elizabeth
recognize the child Mary was carrying, but, in an event
that goes far beyond our ability to understand, the babe
in Elizabeth’s womb also leaped for joy.

Some have gone to great lengths to exalt the mother of
our Lord, but that tradition has little biblical basis. Nev-
ertheless, before we dismiss the importance of this
young woman of whom the angel said, “You have found
favor with God” (v. 30), let us remember that no other
woman has had, nor will have, the privilege she
enjoyed. Elizabeth’s words are appropriate: “Blessed is
she who believed that there would be fulfillment of
what was spoken to her from the Lord” (v. 45).

4 Mary’s Song 
(1:46–56)

Luke’s Gospel contains four of the great hymns of the
New Testament. Mary’s song, commonly known by its
Latin name, The Magnificat, may be the most familiar of
these four.

Mary’s song sounds like the song of Old Testament
Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1–10). Like Mary, Hannah also
rejoiced upon the impending birth of a son. Both
hymns are hymns of thanksgiving; both rejoice in God’s
exaltation of the humble; both extol the goodness of
God. Mary sees that goodness poured out in her own
life (vv. 48–49) and in the lives of all the humble and
the poor (vv. 50–53). That includes us, God’s people
who by His grace humbly trust in Christ for salvation.
Convicted by the Holy Spirit, we recognize our spiritual
poverty and by God’s grace receive all of heaven’s riches
because of what our Savior has done for us.

11
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Most of all, Mary’s song speaks of the Lord’s goodness
in keeping His promise to be merciful, to send the Sav-
ior He had promised “as He spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his offspring forever” (vv. 54–55).

Mary’s visit with Elizabeth lasted for three months. It’s
possible that Mary stayed with Elizabeth until the birth
of John. (Add together the six months the angel men-
tioned in verse 36 and the three months of Mary’s visit
mentioned in verse 56 to get nine months.)

5 The Birth of John 
(1:57–66)

“His name is John.” As Zechariah wrote those words in
obedience to the angel’s command (vv. 13 and 63), the
Lord released his tongue. John’s name means “Yahweh’s
gift” or “Yahweh is gracious.” Many would have agreed
with Zechariah and Elizabeth that the name fit the child
born to them long after their childbearing years had
passed. Luke tells us that all the neighbors asked (v. 66),
“What then will this child be?” Little did they dream
what a special gift John truly was, not just to these par-
ents but to the world. About John, Jesus would say,
“Among those born of women there has arisen no one
greater than John the Baptist” (Matthew 11:11). His
would be the privilege of proclaiming to the world this
message of Good News: “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). We
today still hear that message John proclaimed and
rejoice in it.

6 Zechariah’s Song 
(1:67–80)

Only eight times in the entire New Testament do we
read the phrase “filled with the Holy Spirit.” All of them
come from Luke’s pen—two in his Gospel and six in the
Acts of the Apostles. We have already seen this phrase
once; in verse 15, Gabriel tells Zechariah that his son
will be “filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his
mother’s womb.”

Now, in verse 67, Luke tells us that Zechariah himself
was filled with the Holy Spirit at the circumcision of
John and prophesied. We recognize his words as
another of the great hymns of the Church preserved for
us by Luke. Its name, Benedictus, like that of The Magni-
ficat, comes from Latin and means “blessed,” the first
word of the text.

Again, we are invited to join in a hymn of praise. Note
that Zechariah’s words extol God for fulfilling the

prophecies concerning the coming of a Savior, and
Zechariah speaks it in the past tense, as though these
things are already an accomplished fact—so certain he
is of God’s promised deliverance. The enemies of
“Israel”—all His chosen people—have been defeated.
God has fulfilled His promise (v. 74a) to rescue us from
“the hand of our enemies”—those satanic forces that for
so long held us in their grip. Now, as a result, (vv.
74b–75) we can serve Him without fear, in holiness and
righteousness all our days. Truly we have reason to
rejoice and to praise our God!

Zechariah directs the second half of his song to his son.
Zechariah switches to the future tense and prophesies in
detail about the work God was calling John to do. John
has been called “the last of the Old Testament prophets”
and “the first of the New Testament preachers.” He (v.
76) will “go before the Lord” as an emissary for a com-
ing king. John would prepare the way for the Savior,
proclaiming (v. 77) salvation through the remission of
sins. Forgiven in that Savior (v. 79), God’s people shall
walk in the paths of peace.

Conclusion

Almost as an afterthought Luke adds (v. 80), “And the
child grew and became strong in spirit.” Certainly we
would expect this, but perhaps Luke adds it because
John would not appear in the deserts of the Jordan River
for years. There he would preach his message of repen-
tance. Doubtless, we will hear from him in due time.

Concluding Activities
Close with a prayer. You could use some of the words of
the Benedictus, Luke 1:68–75. Print them on acetate
and use an overhead projector or duplicate copies for
the group. If you have a pianist in your group, you could
even sing the entire Benedictus (LSB pp. 226–27; LW,
pp. 217–19 or pp. 239–42).

Make any necessary announcements. Distribute study
leaflet 2.

12
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The Savior Is Born for All People to See

Luke 2

Preparing for the Session

Central Focus
We marvel at the incarnation, that God truly became
man and dwelt among us, taking our place under the
Law—for all people to see.

Objectives
That participants, led by the Holy Spirit working
through God’s Word, will 

1. review once again the story of the birth of our Lord
to both see the details that Luke includes in the
account and to appreciate the simplicity with
which the events took place;

2. recognize the response Jesus’ birth called forth in
those individuals who were both witnesses and
participants of this event;

3. grow in appreciation of what the incarnation
means for us; and

4. thank the Lord for living for us under the whole
Law of God.

Note for the small-group leaders: Lesson notes and
other materials you will need begin on page 58.

For the Lecture Leader

Session Plan

Worship

Begin the session with the hymn and prayer printed in
the study leaflet. Accompaniments are available in
denominational hymnals, such as Lutheran Service Book
or Lutheran Worship (refer to hymnal index). Note: Con-
cordia Publishing House has available Every Voice a
Song, a 9-CD set of organ accompaniments for 180
hymns and liturgy. All the initial worship hymns in the
LifeLight courses are included in this resource. It’s espe-

cially helpful for mission congregations and small
parishes. See the list of study resources on page 7.

Lecture Presentation

Introduction

Imagine for a moment that your country is at war. Peo-
ple from all walks of life are being drafted. You receive
notice that you are to report for duty on the first day of
next month. This frightens you because the casualty rate
in this war is very high. You know that you do not have
the physical stamina nor the special skills you need to
fight the battles you will face.

Now suppose someone comes to you and says, “I know
you’ve been drafted. But I want to go in your place. I’ve
spoken with the draft board, and they’ve agreed to let
me do this. I’ll go instead of you.”

You decide to let your friend do this. He marches off to
war and wins every medal imaginable. He’s the perfect
soldier as he serves in your place. Then, a few years later,
you receive word that he has died. What thoughts and
feelings crowd into your heart as you think about your
friend, the one who lived and died in your place?

By now, you’ve guessed that this is a picture of our Lord
Jesus. In the church, we talk often about the fact that
Jesus died in our place. Less emphasized, but just as
important for our salvation, is the fact that Jesus also
lived in our place. He lived the perfect life we could not
live, and now God credits His perfection to us. In a
sense we can say that all the good-conduct medals, all
the citations for heroism, and all the awards for sacri-
fice above and beyond the call of duty that Jesus
deserved—all these now belong to us. They have our
name on them. They are His gifts to us.

Let’s look at this truth more closely now as introduced
in Luke 2.

1 The Birth of Jesus 
(2:1–7)

Like any good historian, Luke dates the events he is
about to record by relating them to other noteworthy
events. In verses 1–2, he uses both a specific event and
the names of two individuals: Caesar Augustus (ruler
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of the Roman world 31 BC to AD 14) and Quirinius
who served as governor of Syria. The event Luke men-
tions was a census. He most likely chose it because few
people in that day and time would have easily forgot-
ten the year it occurred. The citizens of the Roman
Empire did not receive a few simple forms in the mail
as we would today. Instead, everyone had to register in
the town of their birth. Quite likely this census would
have been considered one of the Empire’s most mem-
orable events.

By dating his narrative in this way, Luke achieves a very
important result. He stresses the factualness of the
account. And he tells us that when God acted, He did so
at a definite time, in a definite place. Our faith is rooted in
the bedrock of world history, not in the mists of some
indefinite past. God has entered into His creation as its
Savior, and He wanted human beings to have no question
about what, when, and where our salvation happened.

Historians who study the secular history of the time
have enough evidence to make it likely that a so-called
“universal” census was ordered in the Roman Empire
about the year 8 BC. We can well imagine that due to
logistics it took until about 5 or 6 BC to get the wheels
of this census turning in Palestine, when secular history
tells us that Quirinius became the governor of Syria.

As I mentioned before, it was common for the govern-
ment of Rome to require that those residing outside
their home district return to their own town to register.
This was especially likely to be required in the provinces
of the Empire. In Judea, where tribal ancestries were
important, it would be easy to identify one’s hometown.
Joseph who came (vv. 3–4) from the tribe of Judah
knew he would have to return to Bethlehem.

The distance from Nazareth to Bethlehem was 80
miles. Bethlehem was a small village. Its claim to fame
was as David’s hometown. It was also located 6 miles
south of Jerusalem. Here David had grown up near
where his great-grandparents Boaz and Ruth had lived.

Luke notes (v. 4) that Joseph was of the house of David
as was his wife, Mary. The promise of God to David
would be fulfilled through Mary, but no one could look
skeptically at the stepfather whom God had chosen for
His Son either. God had promised that the child would
be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Caesar Augustus
made the fulfillment of that prophecy possible. Never
guessing that God was using him, Augustus moved
Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem to fulfill the Lord’s
divine promise and plan. Still today our Lord quietly
directs human affairs, human governments to accom-

plish His purposes. We may not always understand or
notice His hand at work. But we can trust our Savior to
defend, preserve, and extend His Church.

Mary is the “betrothed” of Joseph (v. 5). Following
Gabriel’s directions (Matthew 1:24–25), Joseph had
taken Mary into his house. But he did not have sexual
relations with her. God wanted no question as to the
parentage of Jesus, especially not in the minds of Mary
and Joseph.

Verses 6 and 7 record the birth of Jesus. Together with
the crucifixion and the resurrection of our Lord, His
birth is arguably one of the three greatest events in
world history. Quietly the messianic age is ushered into
the world—in the corner of a stable. Thirty-three years
later, Jesus’ journey would end with words spoken from
a Roman cross: “It is finished.” Who would really
notice? Who would really care? Yet in between those
two events lies the story of our salvation. Jesus lived and
died for each one of us. This is the message every
Theophilus, every one of us who knows and loves God,
longs—and needs—to hear.

2 The Shepherds and the Angels
(2:8–20)

The scene now switches to a field outside Bethlehem
where David had grazed his sheep centuries before. The
night Jesus was born, shepherds sat on tufts of grass as
they watched for the lions and bears that could ravage
their flocks.

Shepherds were the commonest of the common folk in
society. Nobody would loan money to a shepherd. The
requirements of their occupation kept them from
observing all the rules and regulations that had grown
up around the ceremonial laws. Shepherds were looked
upon with disdain. They were, however, needed to take
care of the flocks, especially during the mild season
when animals could spend the night in the fields. It was
on one of those nights, as a group of shepherds guarded
their sheep from predators and thieves, that they
became the first to hear the good news of the birth of a
Savior.

An angel bears the message (v. 9) as a specially chosen
messenger who bore especially good news. Knowing
what we know about the holy angels, we can surely say
with confidence that the angel saw this task as a privilege.

We can do every day what the angel in this text was per-
mitted to do only once. What a privilege! One that I fear
we sometimes fail to appreciate.
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As great as a visit from an angel had to have been, the
shepherds receive a further blessing from the Lord that
night. Luke tells us that “the glory of the Lord” sur-
rounded them (v. 9). This was undoubtedly the “Shek-
inah,” the bright cloud, which led Israel in the Exodus
and which appears elsewhere in the Old Testament as
evidence of the very presence of God Himself. Like the
children of Israel at the foot of Mt. Sinai who asked to
be protected from it, like Isaiah in the temple who saw
it and was convinced he had died, so also the shepherds
were terrified. Adam and Eve knew that same fear as
they hid from God in the Garden. Sin causes people to
shrink back in terror from such a manifestation of God’s
glory. We, too, would be terrified.

But the angel’s message (vv. 10–11) is the antidote for
our fear. A Savior has been born for us—Christ the
Lord! The word Christ is the Greek equivalent of the Old
Testament word Messiah. All the promises of the entire
Old Testament were wrapped up in one word while
wrapped up in swaddling clothes was the Word that
gives life to all who believe. The angel announces it as
“good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”
God had given this good news for all people to see—all
the people of the world, rich and poor, famous and
despised, Jew and Gentile, powerful and weak, the
somebodies and the nobodies. This good news came
first to simple shepherds sitting in the dark of night on
Bethlehem’s plains.

What happens next stretches our imagination. Sud-
denly, in numbers greater than the stars of the Milky
Way, the angel choir of heaven appears, rank upon rank
in the sky. For just a moment the great curtain separat-
ing heaven and earth is lifted and people on earth hear
a part of the chorus of praise that the angels raise eter-
nally to God.

The sky rang with the song of the angelic choir that
night (v. 14): “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”
It’s the third of the four great hymns Luke records for
the Church. Like the first two, the Magnificat and the
Benedictus, this hymn also is known by a Latin name,
the Gloria in Excelsis Deo—”Glory to God in the high-
est.” The words reflect the angels’ understanding of the
grace of God. They praise Him for a love that reaches
into the world of sin and rebellion, a love that comes
not with vengeance and wrath, but wrapped up in a lit-
tle baby whose life of rejection and whose death in suf-
fering and pain worked out all that was necessary for
our salvation.

Jesus did what we could never do for ourselves. Therein
lies the only true basis for peace. The peace Jesus brings
is not simply the absence of warfare but a quiet hope
and firm confidence that we can place ourselves in the
hands of a loving God for all eternity. Upon those who
believe this, His favor rests.

The angelic visitors did more than simply tell the good
news. They invite the shepherds to find out for them-
selves (v. 12): “You will find a baby wrapped in swad-
dling cloths and lying in a manger.” The shepherds were
to see and to touch this one of whom the angel spoke.
They trusted the source of this good news—the Lord
who had made it known to them, but they also were
ready to make the effort to check it out for themselves.

The shepherds’ kind of curiosity can’t wait; they hurried
(v. 16), and they found (v. 17). It was just as they had
been told. How many times have we had that 20/20
hindsight that looks back upon events in our lives and
only then sees that God’s Word has come true for us just
as we were told it would? Only too often we are slow of
heart to believe and because of that don’t find things
that God would have us find!

The shepherds came, they saw, and they (vv. 17–18)
shared the word. They couldn’t help but share the word.
Good news really can’t be kept to oneself. Did others
believe? Luke tells us (v. 18) they were amazed. How
ready were people to trust the word of shepherds? How
sad it is that even today people often judge the messen-
ger and ignore the message.

A blizzard of incredible events. And, caught up on the
middle of it all, Mary (v. 19) “treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart.” We said last time
that Luke possibly interviewed Mary as he researched
the facts surrounding Jesus’ life. Has Luke now reached
the end of his interview notes with the mother of our
Lord? One can almost imagine her talking about her
experiences. By the time he wrote, she would have
reached old age. Still, her eyes must have gleamed as she
recalled for Luke—and for us—the glorious events of
that Bethlehem night.

As for the shepherds, they returned, glorifying and prais-
ing God for everything they had heard and seen (v. 20).

3 Jesus Presented in the Temple
(2:21–40)

With verse 21, the pace of the account picks up. Even
though, unlike anyone else ever born, the baby Jesus
was sinless, yet by God’s will He was subject to the laws

15

400004 Leader Finalpgs  11/7/07  12:44 PM  Page 15



Luke, Part 1Lecture Leaders Session 2

of the Old Testament. On the eighth day of his life, Mary
and Joseph saw to it that He was circumcised. Like mil-
lions of Jewish boys before Him, He too would bear in
his flesh the mark of a child of Abraham.

As the angel had directed even before his conception, he
was named Jesus or Joshua in Hebrew. The name means
“Yahweh is Helper” or “Yahweh saves.”

In verses 22–24, along with the account of the circum-
cision (v. 21), we can see how early in life our Lord
began to live out Paul’s description of that life in Gala-
tians 4:4, “born under the Law.” The law of purification
(Leviticus 12:2–8) required that forty days after the
birth of a male child the mother go to the temple, there
to sacrifice a lamb and a dove. If she could not afford a
lamb, two doves would be acceptable. Mary made the
sacrifice of the poor.

The Law also said that the firstborn male was sacred to
God and had to be redeemed. The requirement applied
both to sons and to the offspring of domesticated ani-
mals. In Numbers 18:16, the Lord set the redemption
price at five shekels. Undoubtedly Mary and Joseph paid
this price to God to redeem Jesus. Thirty-three years
later some offered a slightly higher price for Him—
thirty pieces of silver.

From these accounts, we can see how the heavenly
Father saw to it that Jesus fulfilled every requirement of
the Law—even in His infancy. That’s why the Savior had
come—to keep the Law we could not keep, to obey
every last detail of that Law, and to credit His own per-
fection to our account. What grace!

Again we are made aware of how perfectly God orches-
trated His Son’s Advent. We see this attention to detail
again in verses 25–32. While Mary and Joseph are in the
temple with Jesus, Simeon arrives there. He is one of
those shadowy individuals who appears once in Scrip-
ture and never again. We know next to nothing about
him other than the fact that he was “righteous and
devout,” a pious man. He waited patiently for the com-
ing of a Savior who would deliver Israel from the
enslavement of sin. The Holy Spirit had revealed to
Simeon (v. 26) that before he died, he would see the
“Lord’s Christ.”

Simeon (v. 28) took the baby in his arms. Artists have
often tried to capture the contrast between the aged
Simeon and the infant Savior. None, however, could do
a better job than Simeon himself in the words he was
inspired to speak (vv. 29–32). We know them as the
Nunc Dimittis, Latin for “You now dismiss.” (This is the

fourth and last of the hymns Luke has recorded for us.)

Simeon speaks of God’s peace. This peace surpasses all
human understanding. We who because of sin would
naturally fear coming before God now through Christ
can depart this life in peace. How fitting it is that we tra-
ditionally sing Simeon’s hymn after the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper. At peace with our Lord through the
body and blood with which He secured our forgiveness,
we are empowered to let His light shine into the lives of
those around us. He is our glory—the glory of His peo-
ple, Israel.

It is from verse 31 that we take the theme for this study
of Luke’s Gospel. The Holy Spirit reveals to Simeon the
truth that the infant Savior does not belong only to the
Jewish people. He has come as the Savior of the world.
What a message that was for Luke (probably a Gentile
himself) to share with Theophilus (probably also a
Gentile). Regardless of your background, whatever your
nationality, your tribe, your color, or your language—
the Lord’s Christ is for you.

Simeon also has a message for Mary (vv. 33–35). Even
though this child is the Savior, He will be spoken
against. He will cause people to fall and to rise. As we
will see in the rest of Luke, many will “fall and rise” over
His claims to be the Son of God and at His calls for
repentance and for a radically different lifestyle. But
God Himself will lift up those who by faith cling to their
Redeemer.

And finally (v. 35), sorrow also will strike like a sword
in the heart of Mary. It is doubtful that Mary understood
the significance of Simeon’s words, but she never forgot
them. Some thirty years later, as she stood at the foot of
the cross, the words of this old man must have echoed
through her mind.

Then (vv. 36–38) another character, Anna, steps out
from the shadows to stand for one brief moment in the
spotlight. She praises God for the fulfillment of His
promise. Luke refers to her as a prophetess. We know
nothing else about her, and so we can say little about
what this involved. For Mary and Joseph and for those
around, and especially for Anna, this moment was very
important. She proclaims the faithfulness of God who
had enabled her to be faithful in His service.

After doing all that the Law required of them (vv.
39–40), Mary and Joseph returned to Galilee. The One
who came to live the perfect life in our stead, to live
under the Law, already as an infant has shed the blood
of circumcision and has had the required sacrifices
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offered for Him. Even as we marvel at what all was
required, let us give thanks to God that because He did
all these things we no longer have to.

Luke doesn’t mention the arrival of the Magi nor the
flight to Egypt. He simply reports that after the return to
Nazareth Jesus grew and became strong, filled with wis-
dom and grace. God’s own Son who has taken on
human flesh and blood also grew and developed as any
child does. One amazing difference remains: He lived
without sin.

4 The Boy Jesus at the Temple 
(2:41–52)

As Jewish people celebrate the Passover today, they
include in their ritual the words “next year in Jeru-
salem.” Even for the Old Testament Jew, Jerusalem was
the preferred place to celebrate. The Law required that
all those living within 20 miles of the city celebrate
there. This would not have included the holy family, but
on special occasions and especially in the year a son
reached puberty (traditionally twelve years of age),
pious parents took the family to Jerusalem to celebrate.

Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple the year He
turned twelve in keeping with the custom. When the
feast ended, they started back home. Usually women
and children would start on the way earlier in the day,
for they traveled more slowly. Later the men followed,
and the two groups would meet to set up camp for the
night.

We can only imagine the terror that filled the hearts of
Mary and Joseph when they discovered that Jesus was
not with either of them. He was only twelve years old
and in a strange city. As they waited overnight to begin
their journey back to Jerusalem, the hours must have
seemed endless. At dawn’s first light, they were
undoubtedly on their way.

The city was still busy. In fact, (v. 46) they searched for
three days! Finally, with no place else left to look, they
turned back to the temple. There, even as the Sanhedrin
carried on its public discussion of doctrine, they found
their son. He was not simply observing but also taking
part—listening with comprehension and asking ques-
tions. Everyone who heard Him was astonished (v. 47).

Worn out by sleepless nights and frantic searching, Mary
can’t help herself. “Son, why have You treated us so?
Behold, Your father and I have been searching for You
in great distress,” she blurts out. Any parent can under-
stand the concern.

He responds (v. 49) with respect, but His words reveal
that He knows who He is: “Did you not know I must be
in My Father’s house?” His Father, His true Father, had
set before Him the road of His life. He had begun
actively to take the steps that would lead to Calvary. At
the time, it would seem, Mary and Joseph didn’t under-
stand all this.

Verses 51–52 tell us that Jesus returned to Nazareth with
Mary and Joseph and was obedient to them. The time
would come when He would leave the humble home
they provided for Him. But before that, this young man
would continue to grow

• in wisdom—He learned in the same way any child
must;

• in stature—He was not yet physically mature; and

• in favor with God and with people.

The perfect Son of God learned by experience to appre-
ciate the life which He would one day give up as the
payment for our sin.

How many times did Mary and Joseph look at this young
man and wonder just how things would turn out? They
held Him. They looked into His infant face. They saw His
body mature into that of a teenager and then into young
adulthood. They watched Him learn to read the scrolls in
the synagogue and to use the tools in Joseph’s carpenter
shop. As event after event shaped His young life, God’s
plan continued to be revealed. No wonder “[Mary] trea-
sured up all these things in her heart.”

The Holy Spirit speaks to us today, too, as in His Word
He has told us yet again of all our God has done to
secure our salvation. We, like Mary, can’t help but trea-
sure in our hearts this Good News.

We, like the angels, can’t help but burst into praise to
our God for His indescribable gift. We, like the shep-
herds, can’t help but tell everyone we see about what
God has done for us in Christ who is “God with us.”

Concluding Activities
If you began a map or a model of the temple last time,
you can add a number of new locations and details
based on this week’s readings. For instance, the Court of
the Women where Mary’s purification took place and
the porches where the Sanhedrin met may be researched
and noted.

As you close today, pray. You may wish to use some of
the following thoughts in your prayer, but make them
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God Prepares the Way for All People to See (Part 1)

Luke 1

Preparing for the Session

Central Focus
In this first session, we will focus on the careful way
God fulfilled His promises as He made preparations for
the coming of the Savior—for all people to see.

Objectives
That participants, led by the Holy Spirit, working
through God’s Word, will

1. appreciate Luke’s Gospel as a historical account—
and more than that, as a part of the story of each of
our lives, as our salvation story, our salvation his-
tory;

2. believe that the Messiah came as a result of God’s
careful planning, just as He had promised; and

3. join in the celebration of God’s love of which each
of us is a unique recipient.

For the Small-Group Leader

Small-Group Discussion Helps

Day 1 • Luke 1:1–4
1. (a) Colossians 4:10–14 mentions Luke in the list of
those who ministered with the apostle Paul. Paul sin-
gles Luke out in verse 14, calling him a dear friend and
a doctor. (b) 2 Timothy 4:11 notes that Luke was with
Paul when he wrote his last Letter to Timothy. This was
a lonely time in Paul’s life; explain to your group that
his execution was imminent. No doubt, Luke’s presence
encouraged Paul. (c) In Philemon 24, Paul calls Luke
his fellow worker.

2. (a) Luke states his purpose in these words: “that you
may have certainty concerning the things you have been
taught.” (b) As he begins the Book of Acts, Luke char-
acterizes his Gospel as including “all that Jesus began to
do and to teach.”

3. The theme for Luke is summarized in Jesus’ words
about Himself: “For the Son of Man came to seek and
to save the lost.”

4. As the study guide indicates, Bible scholars vary in
their opinions about “Theophilus.” Some think he was
an actual individual, perhaps a Roman official. Others
think that he was a kind of Christian “everyman.” They
base this on the fact that his name means “friend of
God” or “one who loves God.” In this case, Luke wrote
to a general audience of believers. Either way, the
Gospel is God’s Word, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and
it is the Word He wants to speak and apply to each of
Christ’s people today. Answers will vary as the partici-
pants consider the certainty and comfort they derive
from the specific phrases listed in the study leaflet.
Some of these responses include: (a) That these events
are historical accounts valued by many. (b) These words
and events come to us from those who actually wit-
nessed them.

Day 2 • Luke 1:5–25
5. (a) God counted Zechariah and Elizabeth righteous
because of their faith in the promise of a Savior, not
because they kept the commandments or the Old Tes-
tament ceremonial laws perfectly. The fruit of faith had
grown in their lives just as God wants it to grow in ours.
However, obedience always follows living faith—not
the other way around. (b) Be especially sensitive to any-
one in your group who may bear a personal burden in
this regard or who may hurt for a family member who
bears the pain of childlessness. In addition to the pain
of the problem itself, Old Testament couples bore a
social stigma because barrenness was considered a pub-
lic disgrace. Elizabeth refers to this in verse 25 when she
praises God for taking away her disgrace among the
people.

6. Not only would Zechariah and Elizabeth delight in
the child, Gabriel also says that many others would
rejoice because of his birth as well. Zechariah and Eliz-
abeth would see in John’s birth the Lord’s gracious
answer to their prayers, and their son would grow up to
be a godly person with a unique calling from God. In
fact, he would be filled with the Holy Spirit even while
in the womb.
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7. God used both the Old Testament prophet Elijah and
the New Testament forerunner of the Messiah, John, to
call the people to repentance, to turn their hearts back
to God.

8. Challenge question. At first blush, Zechariah and
Mary responded in a similar way. In fact, their words are
nearly identical. However their attitude was not.
Zechariah responded in unbelief because he reasoned
that he and Elizabeth were too old to have children.
Reason got in the way of faith. Mary, on the other hand,
was not asking for proof or for assurances stronger than
the simple Word of God. Rather, Gabriel’s answer indi-
cates that Mary simply wanted a bit more information,
and the angel graciously provided it.

9. For personal reflection. Sharing optional. 2 Timothy
3:15–16 tells us that God works through His Word in
our lives to teach, train, rebuke, correct, and equip us for
righteous living. Participants who wish can share with
the group a time when God’s Word had special mean-
ing for them.

Day 3 • Luke 1:26–38
10. (a) Both announcements foretold miraculous
events. A child will be born to Elizabeth who was bar-
ren. A child will be born to Mary who is a virgin. Both
John and Jesus would be great and would be servants of
God. (b) Jesus’ birth involved the greater miracle. John
was the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth; Jesus is the Son
of Mary and the Son of God. Through Gabriel, God
announced that Jesus would be the Son of the Most
High—the Savior of the world. Jesus would rule over a
kingdom that would never end. John’s role as the fore-
runner for the Messiah was to prepare the way for Him.

11. (a) Gabriel tells Mary (vv. 31–33) that she will give
birth to the Son of God, Jesus—the Savior. He will sit on
the throne of His ancestor King David, and His reign
will never end. (b) The fact that Mary is a virgin will
make no difference; she will conceive anyway. (c) Verse
35 tells that Jesus will be conceived by the Holy Spirit
and will be the Son of God.

12. Mary was amazed that God would choose someone
like her as the mother of the Savior. She may have been
referring to her lack of social status or wealth. On the
other hand, she may well have been expressing her spir-
itual unworthiness because she knew that she was a sin-
ner. God would do this for Mary as an act of His grace,
and she received His gift humbly and with a heart of
awe and wonder at His goodness.

13. (a) Matthew 1:21 says that Jesus will save His people
from sin. (b) Jesus took our sin upon Himself so that we
could claim His own righteousness. (c) Revelation 1:5
calls Jesus the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

14. Mary surely found comfort in the fact that God was
with her and that He would keep whatever promises He
made. We have that same comfort in knowing that God
is both willing and able to keep His Word to us. We
serve a gracious, powerful Lord.

15. Neither being pregnant while betrothed nor watch-
ing her Son die the death of a criminal were easy bur-
dens to bear. Mary undoubtedly bore many others as
well, even as she shared the joys of her unique relation-
ship to the Lord Jesus while He ministered here on
earth. Mary showed humble trust in God and willing-
ness to submit to His will in this beautiful statement of
faith.

Day 4 • Luke 1:39–56
16. A baby’s movement in the womb is nothing extraor-
dinary. Luke highlights this incident because even as a
preborn baby John was filled with the Holy Spirit just as
Gabriel had predicted.

17. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth affirms for
Mary the words of God as delivered by His messenger,
Gabriel. Elizabeth’s words assure Mary that her child is
indeed the Promised One, the Son of God, just as
Gabriel said.

18. Answers will vary. Luther’s explanation to the Third
Article of the Apostles’ Creed beautifully describes the
work of the Holy Spirit as it is outlined by the passages
referenced in the study leaflet. Luther writes, “The Holy
Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the
same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies
the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with
Jesus Christ in the one true faith.”

19. (a) From the Magnificat we learn that Mary realizes
the blessing she has received from God’s gracious hand.
Mary recognizes her humble status as a servant of God.
As Mary quotes verse upon verse from the Old Testa-
ment, she also evidences knowledge of Scripture and
testifies about what the Savior has come to do. (b) From
the Magnificat we also learn that God is worthy of praise
and honor for what He has done and what He will do,
especially in Jesus. God is compassionate to those who

56

400004 Leader Finalpgs  11/7/07  12:44 PM  Page 56



Luke, Part 1

Luke 2

Preparing for the Session

Central Focus
We marvel at the incarnation, that God truly became
man and dwelt among us, taking our place under the
Law—for all people to see.

Objectives
That participants, led by the Holy Spirit, working
through God’s Word, will

1. review once again the story of the birth of our Lord
to both see the details that Luke includes in the
account and appreciate the simplicity with which
the events took place;

2. recognize the response Jesus’ birth called forth in
those individuals who were both witnesses and
participants of this event;

3. grow in appreciation of what the incarnation
means for us; and

4. thank the Lord for living for us under the whole
Law of God.

For the Small-Group Leader

Small-Group Discussion Helps

Day 1 • Luke 2:1–7
1. Challenge question. Of all the major world reli-
gions, only Christianity sinks its roots into the soil of
history. The Bible makes it plain that God Himself has
literally invaded our time and space.

Non-Christian religions are based on the shifting sands
of human reason, morality, and experience. Luke takes
care to set his narrative in a specific historical context.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, he includes historical
events that can be verified—the Roman census taken
for the purpose of taxation that brought Mary and
Joseph to Bethlehem; the reign of Caesar Augustus, the

first Roman emperor and one of the most powerful; the
governorship of Quirinius in Syria—all these facts set
the story of the Savior’s birth in a specific time and
place. Most of the details Luke includes about the geo-
graphic and political setting of Christ’s birth do not
appear in the other three Gospels.

2. (a) Let volunteers mention a few of the extra-biblical
traditions with which they are familiar. These will prob-
ably include the idea that three Wise Men visited the
baby Jesus (Scripture gives us no number); the myth
that the Wise Men visited the baby Jesus at the manger
(Scripture says that they found the holy family in a
house in Bethlehem); the legend that the animals in the
stable talked at midnight, and so on. Some Christmas
traditions are logical but unprovable (three gifts from
three Magi); some traditions have grown from the
pious imagination of sincere believers; and some
directly contradict Scripture or draw our attention away
from the Christ Child. Don’t spend a lot of time on
this, but don’t skip over it either. The two parts of this
question are intended to set up discussion for question
3. (b) Let volunteers comment. Many human beings
enjoy the sweet sentimentality of these traditions and
legends. Other responses are possible.

3. Our attention can easily shift so that we focus on
something other than the Savior. Our Lord wants to
strengthen us as we feast on the Good News, the Gospel
of His love in Christ, during the seasons of Advent and
Christmas. That’s why it’s helpful to talk about these
questions at a time other than Christmastime itself,
when we may be caught up in the emotion of the sea-
son. In April or September, for instance, we are proba-
bly better able to assess our traditions and make God-
pleasing decisions about them. Question 12 takes this
process a step farther. Don’t belabor the discussion
now; defer it until then.

Day 2 • Luke 2:8–14
4. The suddenness of the angel’s appearance and the
brightness of the light in contrast to the darkness of the
Judean night no doubt startled the shepherds. But
something deeper also was involved. We who are sin-
ners find ourselves unnerved in the presence of that
which is holy. Isaiah experienced that when the Lord
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gave him his famous vision of heaven (Isaiah 6). The
shepherds, Zechariah, and Mary also experienced it. In
each case, the Lord took pains to assure His people that
they need not feel afraid. His message to them—as to
us—was one of comfort, not judgment.

5. (a) The angel told the shepherd that he brought
Good News that would produce (b) great joy in the
hearts of those who heard it. The heavenly Father had
kept His promise to bring salvation for all people. His
gift lay, wrapped in strips of cloth, in a manger inside an
ordinary stable in Bethlehem.

6. (a) In heaven the holy angels continually praise and
glorify God for the great salvation He has worked out
for sinful human beings. (b) God’s peace and favor are
continually available through faith in the Savior whom
the Father sent.

7. Our Savior has brought us back into a right relation-
ship with the Father and with one another by taking our
sin upon Himself. We now have peace with God, and
from that peace we receive the courage and love we need
to reach out to others—even to those who have been
our enemies.

8. Depending on what Bible version they are using, par-
ticipants will have copied the words “For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Verses 10–11
and 14 echo this theme that the Lord’s salvation is
meant for all people.

Day 3 • Luke 2:15–20
9. As time permits, allow participants to share their
answers.

10. Motivated by faith and a thankful heart, the shep-
herds told everyone they saw about what God had done.
You may wish to point out that the shepherds did not
say, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see whether or not this
thing has happened.” Rather they said, “Let us go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened.” (v.
15, emphasis added). Because the shepherds believed,
they spoke to others about what they had seen and
heard.

11. Because of what Christ has done for us, we no longer
live under the law of sin and death but in the full free-
dom of the Gospel. In Christ, we enjoy the sure and cer-
tain hope of eternal life.

12. For personal reflection. Sharing optional. Encourage the
volunteers to share their answers. Also encourage every-
one in the group to record their ideas in a more perma-

nent form and put these notes in with the Christmas
tree lights or Christmas candles so they will find them
as Advent begins the next time.

Day 4 • Luke 2:21–38
13. (a) Mary and Joseph had Jesus circumcised on the
eighth day as the law of Moses required. (b) Forty days
after Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the tem-
ple in Jerusalem, where they dedicated Him to the Lord.
As the passages from Exodus 12 indicate, all the first-
born males (both men and animals) belonged to the
Lord. The animals were sacrificed, but the baby boys
were dedicated to a lifetime of service to God. (c) Mary
and Joseph also offered a sacrifice for Mary’s purifica-
tion as prescribed by the Law. Leviticus 12 describes this
sacrifice as “making atonement” for the mother so she
would be ceremonially clean.

14. Following these details was critical if Jesus was to
obey the entire Law in our place. Otherwise our salva-
tion would not have been fully accomplished.

15. Luke pictures Simeon as both righteous and devout.

16. For personal reflection. Sharing optional. Anna
responded to God’s gift of salvation with deep thanks-
giving and told others about this child who came to
redeem the world. Anna’s zeal for her Father’s house
and her willingness to share the Good News are
admirable qualities. Make sure everyone in the group
understands that such traits are worked in human hearts
by God’s Spirit through the Word. We will never achieve
them by “trying hard” to drum them up inside our-
selves. Instead, we put ourselves in a position to hear
His Word and to receive the Sacraments. His power will
transform our hearts through these means of grace. He
is responsible for working the necessary changes in us,
and then He receives the honor for those changes.

Day 5 • Luke 2:39–52
17. Jesus’ words carried no hint of disrespect. Verse 51
tells us that Jesus was obedient to His earthly parents.
However, Mary and Joseph needed to understand that
this was no ordinary child; Jesus was directed by a
greater will, the will of His Father.

18. (a) The Holy Spirit empowers growth in wisdom as
through the Word of God He teaches, rebukes, corrects,
and trains us in righteousness so that we are equipped
for every good work. (b) We grow in favor with God as
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