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Introduction 
In our era of great challenges, the Heroes of the Faith series highlights men and women in 

the Bible who overcame extraordinary difficulties. Their stories show that God chooses ordinary 
people—people like you—to do His extraordinary work.  

The authors have taken special care not to elevate these Bible characters inappropriately. 
God is the true hero of each Bible story! Each session focuses on God’s mercy in people’s lives, 
especially His mercy shown through Jesus Christ.  

These lessons will introduce you to the cultural setting and life story of a biblical character, 
examine the joys and challenges that person faced, and show how God forgave, sustained, and 
enabled that person to serve Him. Concluding activities will lead you in reviewing God’s 
blessings in your own life. 
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Worldly Powers Dates Bible Heroes 

Neo-Sumerian 2000 BC Melchizedek  
 Abraham 
  
  
  
  
  

Egypt, New 
Kingdom 1500 BC Moses 

  
  
  
  
  

Philistine Invasion 1000 BC King David 
  
  
  
  

Assyrian Empire 785 BC  
  

Old Testament Ends 430 BC  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Romans c. AD 30 Jesus Christ  
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Cultural Setting 
The festive sounds of a victorious army filled the Valley of Shaveh (the King’s Valley) near 

Salem (later Jerusalem). Cleaning swords, spears, and the other weapons of war afforded the 
soldiers ample time to swap tales of their heroic deeds. They fought during Abraham’s daring 
two-pronged nighttime attack against superior forces.  

“And then I grabbed him by his hair and struck him down,” Elizar began. 
“They never knew what hit them,” interjected Amos, swatting at a sand fly, which bit him 

so hard that a single droplet of blood dotted his ankle. “These pesky things shed more blood than 
any member of Kedorlaomer’s army.” The sarcasm in his voice drew laughter all around. 
“Abraham’s mighty army; they’ll speak of us for years.” 

“Look!” someone interjected. “There’s an entourage headed our way.” He peered closer. 
“That explains the fresh baked bread I’ve smelled for the last few minutes. Who’s leading 
them?” 

“Whoever it is, his face is as wrinkled as my cloak.” The soldier laughed, but no one joined 
in. 

“That’s not funny, Amos,” someone chided. “That’s Melchizedek, Priest of God Most High. 
No one knows his age, but some say he’s the oldest man alive. Show him some respect; he’s a 
man of God.” 

Soon all eyes traced Melchizedek’s steps until he came face-to-face with Abraham and 
embraced him. Then the entire camp erupted in words of praise to God who had delivered their 
enemies into their hands.  

Meet a Hero 
“I am Melchizedek, ‘king of righteousness.’ Yet, I have no righteousness of my own, only 

that which God provides me. It is His righteousness I boldly proclaim to a world filled with sin. 
“My white hair begs a question of age, doesn’t it? I see the question on your face. I must tell 

you I . . . I don’t know how old I am. Time blurs all memories. All I know is that God called me 
to serve Him at Salem. Now the years blend together just as streams join to become rivers. The 
world we live in is sinful. We miss the mark in our relationship with God. Yet God desires all 
people to turn to Him in repentance and faith. Daily I pray, ‘Lord, give me strength to preach 
your Word. I do not know the number of years You will grant me, but it is my desire to serve 
You until such time that You call me to Your side.’ 

“Yes, many years before God called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldeans, I settled in the 
land of Canaan, making my home in the ancient city of Salem. There I continue to serve God as 
His priest. I hold a two-fold office as priest and king. In this capacity I proclaim Him in a high 
priesthood unlike any other, one that points to the unique high priesthood of the coming Messiah.  

“Generation upon generation appeared before my eyes in rapid succession. These are 
Abraham’s ancestors: Arphaxad, Selah, and Eber. Yes, his name later became associated with 
God’s people when they became known as the Hebrews. There was Peleg, Reu, Serug, and 
Nahor too; then, Terah, and lastly Abraham. Truly, God’s faithfulness casts its roots deeply. 
Abraham is a man set aside by God to establish the lineage of the man you will know as Jesus 
Christ.  

“Today, I bring bread and wine, a special meal of thanksgiving from God. As a priest and 
king, the circumstances of my life and my office foretell the day when God’s promised deliverer 
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will come to replace the earthly sacrifices. It is He of whom God spoke when He promised 
Abraham, ‘All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.’” 

Who Is Melchizedek? 
The biblical narratives of Genesis 14:18 describe Melchizedek’s abrupt appearance before 

Abraham’s victorious army. Apart from this brief episode, and a mention in Psalm 110:4, the Old 
Testament remains silent about Melchizedek. In the New Testament, only the writer of Hebrews 
speaks of him. Hebrews 7 points out that Melchizedek is “without father or mother or genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days or end of life,” comparing him to Jesus Christ (7:1). So, who is 
Melchizedek? His identity remains a mystery to this very day. Shrouded by the passage of time, 
we must be content to identify him as the Bible identifies him: a real priest and king, who serves 
to point us to Christ. Without beginning and without end, Melchizedek was a “king of 
righteousness” and a “king of peace,” whose name and office remind us to look to Jesus.  

1. Did you ever speak with your great-grandfather/grandmother? Whether you did or not 
discuss what changes they may have witnessed during their lifetime? 

 
 
 
 
2. What might Abraham have learned about God’s mercy from a conversation with 

Melchizedek? What might Melchizedek have learned? 
 
 
 
 
3. 2 Peter 2:5 and Hebrews 7:1–2 use words, which allow a comparison between Noah and 

Melchizedek. Compare these two men God used to proclaim His mercy to an unholy world. 
 
 
 
 
Read Genesis 14:1–20. 
4. Why did Abraham go to war? Keep in mind that the Canaanites whom Abraham and his 

soldiers rescued worshiped pagan gods. Explain how God uses Melchizedek to proclaim the 
“Creator God” before these pagans. 

 
 
 
 
5. Often we picture Abraham with a small group of attendants. Find the verse in our text 

that indicates God has already begun to bless Abraham as He promised in Genesis 12:2–3. 
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Melchizedek’s Priestly Order 
Read Hebrews 7:1–10. 
6. The anonymous writer of Hebrews highlights a correspondence between Jesus and the 

priesthood of Melchizedek (see 4:14; 5:6; 10; 6:20.) Explain how the evidence found in Hebrews 
7:1–10 shows us that Melchizedek’s authority is superior to Abraham’s. 

 
 
 
 
7. Hebrews 7:1 defines the name Melchizedek and the two positions he holds. What does 

Melchizedek’s name mean, and what is his dual role? Jeremiah 23:6 defines Christ’s name, while 
John 14:27 speaks of Christ’s peace. Use the biblical references above to explain how 
Melchizedek’s name proclaims the anticipated coming of Christ. 

 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Us 
Read Hebrews 7:11–25 and Hebrews 8:6. 
8. In the Old Testament, in order to become a priest one had to prove priestly descent from 

Levi (Ezra 2:61–63). Melchizedek neither inherited nor passed on his priestly office. How is this 
true also of Jesus, the Son of God? 

 
 
 
 
9. While instituting Holy Communion, Jesus Christ spoke of a “new covenant” in His 

blood, which “is poured out for you” (Luke 22:20). While some note the similarity between the 
elements used in Holy Communion and the meal Melchizedek brought to Abraham and his 
troops (Genesis 14:18), such friendship meals were not uncommon. However, each time we 
celebrate Holy Communion we “proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Corinthians 
11:26). According to Hebrews 7:11–25, what is the difference between Christ’s sacrifice, which 
we remember in the Lord’s Supper, and the sacrifice offered by the Old Testament Levitical 
priests? 

 
 
 
 
10. Abraham bowed before Melchizedek and submitted to his authority. Likewise the Old 

Testament law gives way to Christ. How is this possible? 
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For This Week 
• Encourage everyone to consider anew God’s foretelling of Christ through Melchizedek in 

Genesis 14:18–20. 
• Urge participants to study the reality of the Law and the superiority of Christ’s blood 

sacrifice for their sins (Hebrews 10:1–10.) 
• Invite class members to read about the calling of Elisha in 1 Kings 19:16–21. Keep in mind 

that God calls men into the office of Holy Ministry. Ask one class member to ask your 
pastor(s) about the time when God called him to service. 

Closing Worship 
Close by singing/reading together the words of stanzas 1, 2, and 5 of “Not All the Blood of 

Beasts” (LW 99). 
 

Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain 
Could give the guilty conscience peace 
Or wash away the stain. 
 
But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away; 
A sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer blood than they. 
 
Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove; 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice 
And sing His bleeding love. 
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Leader Guide 
This guide is provided as a “safety net,” a place to turn for help in answering questions and 

for enriching discussion. It will not answer every question raised in your class. Please read it, 
along with the questions, before class. Consult it in class only after exploring the Bible 
references and discussing what they teach. Please note the different abilities of your class 
members. Some will easily find the Bible passages listed in this study; others will struggle. To 
make participation easier, team up members of the class. For example, if a question asks you to 
look up several passages, assign one passage to one group, the second to another, and so on. 
Divide the work! Let participants present the answers they discover. 

Introduce each biblical character with the following tools: 
Chart helps students locate the Bible character in world history and in relation to major 

biblical figures. 
Setting provides students with a cultural setting of what life was like for the people of that 

day (this section is not intended to directly describe the biblical character). 
Meet a Hero summarizes the portion of the Bible that will be studied so that people who 

are new to Bible study can “catch up” with mature Bible students as they discuss the Bible 
character together. To spice up the lesson, invite a dynamic member of your class to deliver this 
character monologue in a dramatic fashion. 

Each topic then divides into three easy-to-use sections: 
Focus introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture to uncover truths about how God made the 

Bible character into a hero and redeems all people through Christ. 
Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in Scripture to their lives and 

provides them an opportunity to formulate and articulate a defense of a key doctrine. 
Conclude each session by discussing For This Week, which provides participants with 

practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out of the classroom and into the 
world, and by using the Worship suggestions. 
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Melchizedek 
(Genesis 14:1–20; Hebrews 7:1–3; Hebrews 7:11–25; Hebrews 8:6) 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• grow to recognize Melchizedek’s background; 
• learn how God used Melchizedek to proclaim His love for all people; 
• understand the contrast between Melchizedek’s priesthood and the Levitical priesthood; 
• gladly proclaim the message of salvation foretold through Melchizedek and fulfilled in 

Christ Jesus. 

Opening Worship 
Lord, Your mercy is made new daily. You graciously revealed the coming Messiah through 

Your servant Melchizedek. Use us to proclaim Your Word to those around us. Father, we thank 
You for Melchizedek, one of Your wonderful heroes of the faith. Through Christ, our Lord, we 
pray. Amen. 

Cultural Setting and Meet a Hero 
Have participants read these two sections silently, or ask volunteers to read them aloud. 

Consider having a class member act out “Meet a Hero” as a dramatic monologue. 

Who Is Melchizedek? (Focus) 
1. Answers will vary depending on the decades through which a great-

grandfather/grandmother lived. As a leader you might ask what differences in technology, 
science, or medicine their great-grand-parents may have seen during their lifetime.  

2. Older believers, whose faith has been tried and tested through time, are wonderful 
sources of wisdom and advice. Through his tithe (Genesis 14:20) and his oath (v. 22), Abraham 
recognized Melchizedek as a fellow believer in the one true God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth. Perhaps Melchizedek shared with Abraham that which God had done for him. Perhaps he 
also received with joy the news from Abraham about God’s promise (Genesis 12:1–3). 

3. In 2 Peter 2:5, Noah is called a herald of righteousness, while Melchizedek’s name 
receives the translation “king of righteousness” in the Hebrews account. By God’s grace both 
men are considered righteous because of what God did for them.  

4. Genesis 14:11–12 offers Abraham’s reason for going to war. The four kings had captured 
Abraham’s nephew, Lot, carrying him off along with all his possessions. Notice that Abraham is 
still called Abram in this text; he will not receive his new name until God confirms His covenant 
with Abram (Genesis 17:5). God changed his name from Abram, which means “exalted father,” 
to Abraham, meaning “father of many.” God’s purpose for this war comes to light in Genesis 
14:19–20, when Melchizedek blesses Abram. At first blush this may seem hard to comprehend, 
but remember that the warring kings took with them the spoils of war which included the 
ungodly as well as godly citizens from Sodom and Gomorrah. Melchizedek proclaims God’s 
power through Abraham for their freedom, so both the godly and the ungodly learn about God 
Most High, Creator of heaven and earth (v. 19). God wants all people to learn of Him and learn 
to rely on His salvation offered through the promised Messiah. 
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5. A careful study of Genesis 14:14 reveals that Abraham already possessed a standing army 
of 318 trained men, all born in his house-hold. Luther estimated Abraham’s household to be at 
least a thousand persons. God indeed is blessing Abraham as He promised in Genesis 12:2–3, in 
which He clearly stated that He will make Abraham a great nation. 

Melchizedek Priestly Order (Inform) 
6. In Hebrews 7:1–10, we discover that when Abraham returned from warring against the 

kings, he gave a tenth of everything to Melchizedek. Since the lesser offers a tenth to the greater, 
Melchizedek is the greater of the two men. Likewise, the writer of Hebrews contends that since 
Levi, the priestly descendant of Abraham through Moses, was not yet born, Melchizedek’s 
priestly order remains superior to that of the Levites. 

7. Melchizedek’s name translates as “king of righteousness” while his office “king of 
Salem” translates as “king of peace.” Melchizedek holds the dual office of priest and king. 
Melchizedek’s name serves as a foretaste of the time when God would send His Son into the 
world. Hebrews 7 ascribes to this Son, a descendant of David, an eternal priesthood, after the 
order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4). This is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

God’s Word for Us (Connect) 
8. Hebrews 7:14–16 emphasizes that Jesus did not descend from the Levitical priesthood, 

for He was not a Levite but from the line of Judah. Jesus, like Melchizedek, was a priest not on 
the basis of His ancestry. Rather, as Psalms 110:4 reminds us, Jesus is a priest forever. This 
highlights the divine nature of His priesthood. 

9. In the Old Testament, sacrifices were made daily for the forgiveness of sins. Day in and 
day out this ancient ritual was performed in the temple by priests. A sacrifice without blemish 
(rams, lambs, birds, etc.), had its blood shed on God’s altar, first for the sins of the priest, and 
then for the sins of the people. When Jesus Christ (our holy, blameless, pure offering) shed His 
blood on the cross, He did so once and for all. The Old Testament sacrifices foreshadowed 
Christ’s final sacrifice. 

10. The sacrifice Jesus made on Calvary supersedes those of God’s Old Testament priestly 
order, for Christ’s priesthood is as superior to theirs as Melchizedek was superior to Abraham. 
Such superiority comes in fulfillment of what God has commanded (Hebrews 8:6). 

For This Week 
Read the suggested activities for the week and encourage group members to carry them out. 

Closing Worship 
Sing or read together “Not All the Blood of Beasts” stanzas 1, 2 and 5 (LW 99), found on 

page 10. 
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