
 

 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

The Lutheran Difference Series 

 

Gregory Seltz 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: NIV®

SAMPLE



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Gregory Seltz 

Edited by Tom Doyle and Edward Engelbrecht 

This publication may be available in braille or large print or on cassette tape for the visually 
impaired. Please allow 8 to 12 weeks for delivery. Write to the Library for the Blind, 1333 S. 
Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295; call 1-800-433-3954, ext. 1322; or e-mail to 
blind.library@lcms.org. 

All Scripture quotations are from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © 2002 by Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-
3968. Manufactured in the U.S.A. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or 
otherwise, without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House. 
 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  10  09  08  07  06  05  04  03  02 

© 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: NIV®

SAMPLE



 

Contents 

About This Series .......................................................4 

Student Introduction ...................................................5 

An Overview of Christian Denominations.................8 

Lutheran Facts ..........................................................11 

 

An Ancient Meal ......................................................12 

Miracle of Miracles .................................................16 

Given for You...........................................................20 

Fellowship Divine ....................................................24 

Communion Means Union ......................................28 

Prepare the Way........................................................32 

 

Leader Guide Introduction .......................................37 

 Answers .............................................................38 

Appendix of Lutheran Teaching...............................54 

Glossary ....................................................................63 

 

© 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: NIV®

SAMPLE



 4

About This Series 

“You believe what about the Lord’s Supper?” 
“I know. It’s hard to explain. But that’s what Jesus says.” 
“Oh, come on! That’s just your interpretation.” 
As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often find 

themselves struggling to explain their beliefs and practices. Although 
many Lutherans have learned the “what” of the doctrines of the church, 
they do not always have a full scriptural foundation to share the “why.” 
When confronted with different doctrines, they cannot clearly state 
their faith, much less understand the differences between denomi-
nations. 

Because of insecurities about explaining particular doctrines or 
practices, some Lutherans may avoid opportunities to share what they 
have learned from Christ and His Word. The Lutheran Difference 
Bible study series will identify how Lutherans differ from other 
Christians and demonstrate from the Bible why Lutherans differ. These 
studies will prepare Lutherans to share their faith and help non-
Lutherans understand the Lutheran difference. 
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Student Introduction 

Lutherans, like all Christians, believe in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. Jesus’ words—which consecrate the Lord’s Supper—stir the 
deepest devotion in Lutheran hearts. This is because His words 
promise forgiveness, which Lutherans regard as the central blessing of 
the Christian faith.  

To understand Lutheran attitudes about the Lord’s Supper more 
thoroughly, you have to understand what Lutherans have experienced 
because of their beliefs. 

Excommunicated by the Pope (1521) 
On January 3, 1521, Pope Leo X issued a letter stating that Dr. 

Martin Luther could not receive the Lord’s Supper, damning him to 
hell, and calling on public officials to capture him so that he could be 
burned at the stake. These condemnations also applied to those who 
agreed with Luther’s teachings (namely, Lutherans). 

Persecution greatly influenced the attitudes of early Lutherans. 
For example, from the beginning of the Reformation to 1600, the 
Spanish Inquisition punished 1,995 people for Lutheranism. Many 
were burned at the stake. Also, in the early 1600s Holy Roman 
Emperor Ferdinand II began a vicious persecution of Protestants, 
which led to the Thirty Years’ War. During the conflict, one-third of 
the German population died. 

Covert Calvinists (1573) 
After Luther’s death in 1546, his close friend and colleague Philip 

Melanchthon wavered in his beliefs. Philip wanted to create better 
relations with the Roman Catholics and the Swiss Reformed. He often 
left many people confused about Lutheran teaching, especially about 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Calvinists (Reformed) secretly worked their way into teaching 
positions in Saxony. All the while affirming that they were Lutherans, 
they convinced August, the Elector, to depose genuine Lutherans and 
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appoint Calvinists instead. More than 100 Lutheran pastors and 
teachers were deposed or banished. The Calvinists felt so confident in 
their deception that they published an anonymous tract attacking 
Luther’s teaching about the Lord’s Supper.  

Then the Calvinists made a mistake. A Wittenberg professor, 
Caspar Peucer, wrote to a Calvinist friend who was a court preacher in 
Dresden. He addressed the letter to the court preacher’s wife so that no 
one would suspect him of organizing the Calvinists. By mistake, the 
letter was delivered to the wife of a different court preacher! When she 
opened the letter and saw that it was in Latin, she gave it to her 
husband. He immediately recognized its importance and gave it to 
Elector August. 

In the letter Peucer asked the court preacher to deliver a 
Calvinistic prayer book into the hands of Anna, the Elector’s wife. He 
wrote: “If first we have Mother Anna on our side, there will be no 
difficulty in winning his Lordship [Elector August] too.” Outraged, 
Elector August imprisoned Peucer for his deception and halted the 
Calvinist plot to take over his territory. He funded the publication of 
the Lutheran Formula of Concord and insisted that all Lutheran pastors 
and teachers publicly subscribe to its teaching. Not surprisingly, the 
deceptive efforts of the Reformed created lasting mistrust. 

The Agende Controversy (1830s) 
Relations with the Reformed grew still worse when the King of 

Prussia decided to unite the Protestant churches in his realm. Frederick 
William III had led the German states in the fight against Napoleon. 
After the war, he wanted to create the strongest nation possible by 
uniting all the churches. However, some of the churches in his territory 
were Reformed while others were Lutheran. 

To support his union effort, Frederick created his own “agende,” 
or book of worship services. To satisfy the Reformed churches, he 
changed the wording for the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. This 
outraged many Lutherans. They refused to use the king’s agende. 

Frederick tried to force the Lutherans to conform. He insisted that 
Lutherans and Reformed take Communion together. Government 
officials broke into Lutheran churches and took away their old services 
books to replace them with the king’s agende. Resisting pastors were 
forbidden to baptize or to administer the Lord’s Supper. Parents were 
punished if they refused to send their children to schools supervised by 
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state church pastors. Persecution grew very intense. For example, by 
the end of 1835, all the resisting pastors in the state of Silesia were in 
prison. Prussian troops even attacked a congregation in Hönigern as 
they kept vigil outside their church on Christmas Eve (see the 
appendix, p. 58). As a result of this persecution, many Lutherans fled 
to America and settled in the Midwest. 

In America, Lutherans enjoyed a very different experience. For 
example, when the Saxons reached Missouri in 1839, Christ Episcopal 
Church allowed them to gather for services in their church basement. 
During their first harsh winter, Lutheran settlers in Perry County, 
Missouri, received merciful treatment from their neighbors. In 
particular, members of the Brazeau Presbyterian Church offered life-
saving assistance. 

The Ecumenical Movement (1910) 
When Protestant missionaries from around the world gathered at 

Edinburgh, Scotland, to coordinate their mission efforts, they began a 
movement to unite all churches. Key aspects of this effort emphasized 
how churches agreed and minimized how they disagreed, especially 
regarding the Lord’s Supper. The ecumenical movement encouraged 
the practice known today as “open Communion.”  

The Prussian Union used force to unite churches; in contrast, the 
ecumenical movement used persuasion. They argued that differences 
between churches weren’t important enough to keep them apart. They 
contended that “If you really love me, you’ll commune me.” Many 
liberal or progressive churches have adopted these arguments, leading 
to declarations of intercommunion. 

However, many churches continue to hold that in view of their 
differences, they should respect one another, pray for one another, yet 
worship and seek to fulfill God’s calling separately. The vast majority 
of Christian congregations worldwide continue to practice “close 
Communion” (e.g., Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and numerous 
Protestant churches). 
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An Overview of Christian 
Denominations 

The following outline of Christian history will help you 
understand where the different denominations come from and how they 
are related to one another. Use this outline in connection with the 
“Comparisons” sections found throughout the study. Statements of 
belief for the different churches are drawn from their official 
confessional writings. 

The Great Schism 
Eastern Orthodox: On July 16, 1054, Cardinal Humbert entered the 

Cathedral of the Holy Wisdom in Constantinople just before the 
worship service. He stepped to the altar and left a letter 
condemning Michael Cerularius, patriarch of Constantinople. 
Cerularius responded by condemning the letter and its authors. In 
that moment, Christian churches of the east and west were 
severed from one another. Their disagreements centered on what 
bread could be used in the Lord’s Supper and the addition of the 
filioque statement to the Nicene Creed. 

The Reformation 
Lutheran: On June 15, 1520, Pope Leo X wrote a letter condemning 

Dr. Martin Luther for his Ninety-five Theses. Luther’s theses had 
challenged the sale of indulgences, a fund-raising effort to pay for 
the building of St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. The letter charged 
Luther with heresy and threatened to excommunicate him if he 
did not retract his writings within 60 days. Luther replied by 
publicly burning the letter. Leo excommunicated him on January 
3, 1521, and condemned all who agreed with Luther or supported 
his cause. 

Reformed: In 1522 the preaching of Ulrich Zwingli in Zurich, 
Switzerland, convinced people to break their traditional Lenten 
fast. Also, Zwingli preached that priests should be allowed to 
marry. When local friars challenged these departures from 
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medieval church practice, the Zurich Council supported Zwingli 
and agreed that the Bible should guide Christian doctrine and 
practice. Churches of this Reformed tradition include Presby-
terians and Episcopalians. 

Anabaptist: In January 1525 Conrad Grebel, a follower of Ulrich 
Zwingli, rebaptized Georg Blaurock. Blaurock began rebaptizing 
others and founded the Swiss Brethren. Their insistence on adult 
believers’ Baptism distinguished them from other churches of the 
Reformation. Anabaptists attracted social extremists who 
advocated violence in the cause of Christ, complete pacifism, or 
communal living. Mennonite, Brethren, and Amish churches 
descend from this movement. 

The Counter Reformation 
Roman Catholic: When people call the medieval church “Roman 

Catholic,” they make a common historical mistake. Roman 
Catholicism as we know it emerged after the Reformation. As 
early as 1518 Luther and other reformers had appealed to the 
pope and requested a council to settle the issue of indulgences. 
Their requests were hindered or denied for a variety of 
theological and political reasons. Finally, on December 13, 1545, 
34 leaders from the churches who opposed the Reformation 
gathered at the invitation of Pope Paul III. They began the 
Council of Trent (1545–63), which established the doctrine and 
practice of Roman Catholicism. 

Post-Reformation Movements 
Baptist: In 1608 or 1609 John Smyth, a former pastor of the Church of 

England, baptized himself by pouring water over his head. He 
formed a congregation of English Separatists in Holland, who 
opposed the rule of bishops and infant Baptism. This marked the 
start of the English Baptist churches, which remain divided 
doctrinally over the theology of John Calvin (Particular Baptists) 
and Jacob Arminius (General Baptists). In the 1800s the 
Restoration Movement of Alexander Campbell, a former 
Presbyterian minister, adopted many Baptist teachings. These 
churches include the Disciples of Christ (Christian Churches) and 
the Churches of Christ. 
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Wesleyan: In 1729 John and Charles Wesley gathered with three other 
men to study the Scripture, receive Communion, and discipline 
one another according to the “method” laid down in the Bible. 
Later, John Wesley’s preaching caused religious revivals in 
England and America. Methodists, Wesleyans, Nazarenes, and 
Pentecostals form the Wesleyan family of churches. 

Liberal: In 1799 Friedrich Schleiermacher published Addresses on 
Religion in an attempt to make Christianity appealing to people 
influenced by rationalism. He argued that religion is not a body of 
doctrines, provable truths, or a system of ethics, but belongs to 
the realm of feelings. His ideas did not lead to the formation of a 
new denomination, but deeply influenced Christian thinking. 
Denominations most thoroughly affected by liberalism are the 
United Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, and Unitarianism. 
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Lutheran Facts 

All who worship the Holy Trinity and trust in Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins are regarded by Lutherans as fellow Christians, 
despite denominational differences.  

Lutheran churches first described themselves as evangelische, or 
evangelical, churches. Opponents of these churches called them 
Lutheran after Dr. Martin Luther, the sixteenth-century German church 
reformer. 

Lutherans are not disciples of Dr. Martin Luther, but rather are 
disciples of Jesus Christ. They proudly accept the name Lutheran 
because they agree with Dr. Luther’s teaching from the Bible, as 
summarized in Luther’s Small Catechism. 

Lutherans receive the Lord’s Supper often. 
Reception of the Lord’s Supper is not based on age but rather on 

preparation. Most Lutherans begin receiving the Lord’s Supper 
between the ages of 10 and 13, after receiving instruction in Luther’s 
Small Catechism. Communing is not a right to be assumed or 
demanded but a privilege based on preparation. 

Lutheran congregations usually ask people to “announce” their 
intention to receive the Lord’s Supper. For example, some have 
communicants gather at the altar for a special service of preparation. 
Others ask people to personally register with the pastor before the 
service. In the U.S. and Canada, members often register by signing a 
card and presenting it to the usher or elder. 

Following Jesus’ practice at the Last Supper, Lutherans use 
unleavened bread and wine to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 

To receive the Lord’s Supper, Lutherans go forward to the altar in 
groups (“tables”). This commemorates the gathering of Jesus with His 
disciples around the Table of the Last Supper. In some congregations 
communicants kneel. In others they stand. 

After partaking of the Lord’s Supper, Lutherans offer a personal 
prayer of thanks to Jesus. Many kneel to offer this prayer. 
 

To prepare for “An Ancient Meal,” read Mark 14:17–26. 
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An Ancient Meal 

Wherefore is this night distinguished from all other nights? 

—The Haggadah for Passover 

Jesus introduced the Lord’s Supper during Passover on the night 
He was betrayed. Around the Table were His twelve disciples, 
confident that they would never let Jesus down. All that would change 
quickly. 

Have you ever felt the swing from confidence in Christ to despair 
with yourself? That’s what hit the disciples on Passover night. What 
would Jesus do with such fickle followers? What would He do with 
people whose strength would soon give way? He instituted a Supper 
that would feed them His body and blood. Because their grip would 
soon give way, He would firmly take hold of them. That’s grace in 
action! 

1. In light of Jesus’ actions that night, what do the words “Take, 
eat, this is My body; take, drink, this is My blood shed for you for the 
forgiveness of your sin” mean to you? 

 
 
 
 

A Special Night 
We often forget the historical setting of the first Lord’s Supper. 

But, if we look closely, it tells us so much about human failings and 
God’s grace to save. Jesus’ gracious grip on the disciples doesn’t slip, 
even as all “hell” breaks loose. The gracious character of Jesus’ 
ministry is clearly evident on that night when He was betrayed—He 
willingly provided spiritual protection and forgiveness for those who 
did not deserve them. 

2. Read Mark 14:12. When did the first Lord’s Supper take place? 
Why is this so important? 
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3. How is the Lord’s Supper like the Passover meal—but more? 
 
 
 
 
4. Read Mark 14:17–31. What do these verses tell us about the 

disciples’ strength of commitment to Jesus? Are we any different? 
Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
5. What do these verses tell you about Jesus’ commitment toward 

the disciples? Toward you and me? 
 
 
 
 
6. Read Mark 14:22–26. Jesus took bread and wine. Then He 

offered something unique to the disciples. What did He give them? 
 
 
 
 
7. How was Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper an example of 

grace in action? 
 
 
 
 

A Personal Meal 
8. Mark shows us that Jesus not only instituted the Supper but 

gave Himself in the Supper for the forgiveness of sins. What does this 
tell you about the Supper’s purpose for you? 
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9. Many today call Holy Communion the “Christian’s supper.” 
How does Scripture teach us that this description is less than what the 
Supper truly is? Why must we say more? 

 
 
 
 
10. Jesus welcomes sinners to the Lord’s Supper. Explain the 

significance for your life. 
 
 
 
 

The Certain Savior 
The Lord’s Supper is a “grace event” created by a grace-giving 

Savior to forgive the sins of people who, even at their best, don’t 
deserve forgiveness. In this event one sees the certainty of Jesus 
contrasted with the uncertainty of the disciples. One sees the forgiving, 
loving Savior contrasted with the treachery of the betrayer. One also 
sees the determination of a Messiah heading to the cross yet willing to 
strengthen His people before the storm of their disobedience. 

11. Knowing this about Jesus, what can you do to make sure you 
receive the Lord’s Supper often? 

 
 
 
 
12. Think about a person who has offended or hurt you. Knowing 

why Jesus instituted the Supper, how does your receiving of the Lord’s 
Supper cause you to treat her/him differently? Explain. 

 
 
 

Comparisons 
During the Middle Ages most congregations of western 

Christendom celebrated the Lord’s Supper four times a year. 
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Influenced by the modern Liturgical movement, most Christians 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper much more frequently today. 
Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic: The Lord’s Supper is 

celebrated each Sunday and on special feast days. Roman 
Catholics are encouraged to commune frequently, but expected to 
commune at least once a year. 

Lutheran and Reformed: Practice varies from congregation to 
congregation, but most celebrate the Lord’s Supper several times 
a month and on special feast days. In recent years, more 
congregations have celebrated the Lord’s Supper weekly. Some 
Reformed congregations use grape juice instead of wine. 

Anabaptist: Practice varies among Anabaptists. For example, most 
Mennonites celebrate the Lord’s Supper only twice a year. Other 
Anabaptists celebrate more frequently. Many congregations use 
grape juice instead of wine. Foot washing is an important part of 
their Lord’s Supper service. 

Baptist: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated monthly in many con-
gregations. However, congregations of the Restoration movement 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper weekly (Disciples of Christ, Christian 
Churches, and Churches of Christ). Many Baptist congregations 
use grape juice instead of wine. 

Wesleyan: Practice varies from congregation to congregation. Most 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper quarterly or monthly. Many con-
gregations use grape juice instead of wine. 

Point to Remember 
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was 

customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked Him, 
“Where do you want us to go and make preparations for You to eat the 
Passover?” Mark 14:12 

 
To prepare for “Miracle of Miracles,” read Matthew 1:20–25; 

John 1:1–18. 
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Leader Guide 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. 
Some will easily find the Bible passages listed in this study. Others 
will struggle. To make participation easier, team up members of the 
class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, 
assign one passage to one group, the second to another, and so on. 
Divide up the work! Let participants present the different answers they 
discover. 

Each topic is divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus: introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform: guides the participants into Scripture to uncover truths 

concerning a doctrine. 
Connect: enables participants to apply what is learned in 

Scripture to their lives and provides them an opportunity to formulate 
and articulate a defense of a key doctrine. 

Vision: provides participants with practical suggestions for 
extending the theme of the lesson out of the classroom and into the 
world. 

 
Also take note of the Comparisons section at the end of each les-

son. The editor has drawn this material from the official confessional 
documents and historical works of the various denominations. The 
passages describe and compare the denominations so that students can 
see how Lutherans differ from other Christians and also see how all 
Christians share many of the same beliefs and practices. The passages 
are not polemical. 
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An Ancient Meal 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, 

participants will (1) explain the Lord’s Supper as a grace event both in 
the historical context of Jesus’ earthly ministry and in the life of His 
church, (2) confess the inadequacies of one’s “best efforts” and learn 
the power of humble trust in Christ and His promises in everything we 
think and do, and (3) apply the truth of “grace in action” in the Lord’s 
Supper both in their lives and in the lives of those they love. 

Opening Worship 
Sing “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” (LW 246). The first 

stanza focuses on the fact that Jesus Christ prepares the Table for us. 
God’s grace revealed in the Lord’s Supper is the emphasis of this 
session. Conclude the opening worship with prayer. 

Focus 
Have a volunteer read aloud the opening paragraphs. Discuss the 

questions. Use them as discussion starters, trying to get the participants 
to see the certainty of God’s grace in Jesus in contrast to the 
uncertainty and even unbelief of the disciples. 

1. Lead participants to see how Jesus’ offer to “take, eat; take, 
drink” is truly an incredible offer of grace to those who would shortly 
abandon Him. 

A Special Night (Inform) 
2. The first Lord’s Supper took place on the night before Christ’s 

betrayal in the midst of the Passover celebration. This roots God’s acts 
of grace in history, at a time and in a place. The night of His betrayal 
also demonstrates clearly the contrast of the certainty and power of 
Christ’s gracious gift to the disciples and their sinful bravado and 
weakness.  
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3. Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper in the context of a Passover 
meal. Passover was the Jewish festival commemorating the time when 
the angel of the Lord passed over the homes of the Hebrews rather than 
kill their firstborn sons as He did in the Egyptian homes. The lambs or 
kids used in the feast were killed on the 14th of Nisan (March–April), 
and the meal was eaten the same evening between sundown and 
midnight. Since the Jewish day began at sundown, the Passover feast 
took place on the 15th of Nisan (adapted from the Concordia Self-
Study Bible, p. 1530, note on Mark 14:1). 

In the Lord’s Supper, God protects us as well. As God’s provision 
of grace, the Lord’s Supper forgives our sins and strengthens our faith, 
protecting us from the bondage to sin, death, and the power of Satan 
that would otherwise ensnare us. The difference between the two meals 
is Christ. Whereas the Passover lamb was the food that bound the 
Israelites together, Christ, the Lamb of God, becomes the food that 
feeds our bodies and souls. The angel of death passed over the houses 
of the Israelites because of the blood of the lamb on the doorpost. The 
blood of Jesus Christ shed on the cross shields us from God’s righteous 
judgment against our sins. See also Ephesians 2:13; 1 John 1:7; and 
Revelation 1:5b. 

4. Sadly, the text exposes the deceptive self-confidence of each 
and every disciple. Even Peter, “the rock,” soon denied Christ and 
cursed His name. When we examine the response of the disciples, we 
must admit that we would have done the same or worse. 

5. Jesus knew the disciples would deny Him. He even spoke face-
to-face with the one (Judas) who would betray Him. Yet, in view of all 
this, He instituted the Supper, where miraculously His body and blood 
were given to strengthen the disciples’ faith in their weakest hour. 
Incredibly, Jesus offers this same grace to us every time His Supper is 
available to us in His church. 

6. Jesus took the bread and the wine and said, “Take it; this is My 
body. . . . This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many.” Of course, His body and blood are the unique gifts in this 
gracious Supper. Miraculously, Christ became the sustenance of body 
and soul for the disciples. The Lord’s Supper was called “the medicine 
for immortality” in the early church. You can see that supernatural 
power clearly at work that first night. There was surely no power and 
strength in the disciples themselves.  
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7. Jesus responded to the needs of His disciples. Their faith was 
failing. Their strength waned and His arrest loomed. Jesus knew this 
was a time for grace in action. Through the Lord’s Supper God offered 
His protection and care just in time! 

A Personal Meal (Connect) 
8. The very purpose of Christ’s ministry was to forgive sins. In 

the institution of the first Lord’s Supper, Jesus applied His forgiveness 
personally to His disciples. Jesus earned our salvation on the cross and 
also promised to be with us in His saving presence, even to the end of 
the age (Matthew 18:20; 28:20). He fulfills that promise personally to 
us every time we receive His Supper. 

9. Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper for Christians, not the 
Christian’s supper for the Lord. While both descriptions sound 
“spiritual,” one rests on the power of Christ and His word while the 
other rests on the power of our commitment and resolve to love Jesus. 

We must say more because forgiveness, life, and salvation are at 
stake. These benefits need to be sure things in the life of sinful people. 
Any movement away from the certainty of Christ’s presence for us and 
the fact that, above all, this is His Supper, His provision, is a move-
ment towards spiritual disaster. 

10. Sinners are always welcome at the Lord’s Supper because 
Christ instituted the meal to forgive sins. Each of Jesus’ disciples was a 
poor, miserable sinner who experienced the joy of His forgiveness 
offered freely by God’s grace. Sinners who desire no forgiveness or 
believe they do not need forgiveness should be excluded from the meal 
out of concern for their spiritual well-being. While sin doesn’t 
disqualify one from the Table, a lack of repentance does. 

The Certain Savior (Vision) 
11. Help participants to understand that this gift is so wonderful, 

no effort on their part is too great to find out when the Supper is 
offered. If something is valuable to us, we need to find out how we can 
access it as much as possible. 

12. Jesus treats me with undeserved grace. He makes Himself 
available in ways that I can receive. He earned my forgiveness through 
His death and resurrection, with no strings attached. The question in 
any relationship or difficult situation must be “How has Jesus treated 
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