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Introduction 

In our era of great challenge, the Heroes of the Faith series 
highlights men and women in the Bible who overcame extraordinary 
difficulties. Their stories show that God chooses ordinary people—
people like you—to do His extraordinary work.  

The authors have taken special care not to elevate these Bible 
characters inappropriately. God is the true hero of each Bible story! 
Each session focuses on God’s mercy in people’s lives, especially the 
mercy shown through Jesus Christ.  

These lessons will introduce you to the cultural setting and life 
story of a biblical character, examine the joys and challenges that 
person faced, and show how God forgave, sustained, and empowered 
that person to serve Him. Concluding activities will lead you in 
reviewing God’s blessings in your own life. 
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Worldly Powers Dates Bible Heroes 

   Neo-Sumerian 2000 B.C.  Abraham 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Egypt, New 
Kingdom 

1500 B.C. Moses 

   
   
   
   
   
   

Philistine Invasion 1000 B.C. King David 
   
   
   

Assyrian Empire 785 B.C.  
 

740 B.C. Isaiah 
   
   

Old Testament 
Ends 

430 B.C.  

   
   
   
   
   
   

Romans c. A.D. 30 Jesus Christ � 
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Cultural Setting 
The Assyrian archer spat out Samarian dust and dropped to the 

ground along the roadway. Beside him stood his war partner, leaning 
under the shadow of the massive shield he bore to protect the two of 
them when they approached the enemy’s walls. The archer picked at 
the end of his bow. Finding a loose sinew, he unraveled it and began 
wrapping it again around the bone and wood that made his composite 
bow such a deadly weapon. “Keep it tight,” he thought to himself. 
“Keep it so tight that your arrows punch right through your enemies.” 

His dusty mouth made him think of the beer houses of his 
homeland. He smiled as he thought about the brothels along the Tigris 
River. The Israelites had such pleasures, but they were not nearly as 
good or abundant as those in Assyria. 

A band of cavalry trotted by, kicking up more dust. The archer 
coughed and spat again. 

“Blast,” he muttered. “I hate this place. But the king must have 
his tribute from these Judeans or we must decorate his garden with 
their heads.” With this thought, he smiled again and tied off the end of 
his bow. 

Meet a Hero 
“It was around 740 years before the birth of Jesus, our Savior, 

when God called me to be His prophet. I served Him in Judah, the 
Southern Kingdom. My service began with a vision—I saw God 
Himself in all His glory and power. I could hardly believe how I 
looked in contrast. All of my sinfulness was perfectly clear when I saw 
God’s holiness. I was sure that I was going to die, but I didn’t. He 
forgave my sin and called me to be His prophet. ‘Whom shall I send?’ 
God asked, and I answered, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

“He did send me to His people, but the message that He told me 
to deliver was not a popular one. Through me, God warned of His 
coming judgment. His people had forgotten their God. They lived in 
ways not pleasing to the Lord. The threats from the Assyrian kingdom 
were God’s warning to us. Sinful lives deserved God’s judgment. 
Although my message was not popular, it came from God, so I kept 
telling it. 
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“Just as God forgave my sin, He wanted to forgive the sins of all 
His people. The judgment God called me to prophesy was never 
without hope. Judah could turn back to the Lord. He would deliver the 
people. Even when Judah fell to the Babylonians and was sent into 
exile, God remained faithful. He preserved a remnant that would return 
to its home. God would raise up a deliverer who would help His 
people. 

“That’s right! Nearly 800 years before Jesus’ death and resur-
rection, God foretold these marvelous things through me. He even 
hinted at that reality in my name, Isaiah, which means ‘Yahweh is 
salvation.’ He’s my Savior and the Savior of the world. That’s why, in 
His name, I was proud to say, ‘Here am I; send me!’ ” 

God’s Mission 
What does the word missionary bring to mind? Do you think of 

people serving in distant, undeveloped countries? Perhaps we think of 
the early Christian church, the day of Pentecost, or St. Paul and his 
journeys. We need to remember that we are all called to be Christ’s 
witnesses. While all of these are part of God’s mission, God’s mission 
started much earlier. Even before Christ came, God called His people 
to mission opportunities. 

1. Define missionary. 
 
 
 
 
2. Where is the mission field? 
 
 
 

The Call 
Read Isaiah 6:1–8. These verses describe God’s calling of Isaiah 

to be a prophet. 
3. What does Isaiah see? How does he react to this vision? Why? 
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4. How does God respond to Isaiah’s fear? 
 
 
 
 
5. What does God ask? How does Isaiah respond? Why do you 

think Isaiah is so eager? 
 
 
 
 
6. Read Isaiah 6:9–13. What is the first part of the message that 

God tells Isaiah to bring? Why is the message so harsh? Will the 
people listen to Isaiah? Is there any hope for them? 

 
 
 
 
7. Read Isaiah 11:1–3a, 10, 12. While parts of Isaiah’s prophecy 

foretell judgment, others show God’s mercy and grace. How does 
Isaiah 11 add clarity to the promises made in Isaiah 6? 

 
 
 
 
8. Read Isaiah 53. The chapter shows another facet of his 

prophecy. What does the prophet foresee in this chapter? How does 
this relate to the prophecies we have already seen? 

 
 
 
 
9. Read Isaiah 25:6–8. Elsewhere Isaiah prophesies that the land 

would be made desolate. What does he see in these verses? When will 
this be fulfilled? 
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God Calls You 
10. God did not send Isaiah to be a prophet until his sin was 

forgiven. What significance does this have for us? 
 
 
 
 
11. God called Isaiah to proclaim both judgment and salvation. 

He calls us to share His Law and Gospel with the world. Are you ever 
tempted to leave out part of His message? Why might this be 
tempting? 

 
 
 
 
12. We may not think of the Old Testament prophets as 

missionaries. Based on what you have studied, how was Isaiah a 
missionary? 

 
 
 
 

For This Week 
• We looked at only a small portion of Isaiah in this study. Read 

through more of Isaiah’s prophecy this week in your daily 
devotions. 

• Isaiah answered God’s call, saying, “Here am I; send me.” God 
calls us into His service as well. Where is God sending you this 
week? Take up those tasks in faith, knowing that He goes with you! 

• God sent Isaiah to his own people. We may remember to share the 
Gospel with strangers but neglect those closest to us. Who among 
your family and friends does not know our God? Take the time this 
week to share His Good News with them. 
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Closing Worship  
Isaiah saw a vision of the angels in heaven worshiping God and 

declaring His holiness. Sing together “Holy, Holy, Holy” (LW 168). 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye made blind by sin Thy glory may not see, 
Only thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in pow’r, in love and purity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
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Leader Guide 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. 
Some will easily find the Bible passages listed in this study. Others 
will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members of 
the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several 
passages, assign one passage to one group, the second to another, and 
so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers they discover. 

Introduce each biblical character with the following tools: 
Chart helps students locate the Bible character in world history 

and in relation to major biblical figures. 
Setting provides students with a cultural setting of what life was 

like for the people of that day (this section is not intended to directly 
describe the biblical character). 

Meet a Hero summarizes the portion of the Bible that will be 
studied so that people who are new to Bible study can “catch up” with 
mature Bible students as they discuss the Bible character together. To 
spice up the lesson, invite a dynamic member of your class to deliver 
this character monologue in a dramatic fashion. 

Each topic then divides into three easy-to-use sections: 
Focus introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture to uncover truths 

about how God made the Bible character into a hero and redeems all 
people through Christ. 

Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in 
Scripture to their lives and provides them an opportunity to formulate 
and articulate a defense of a key doctrine. 

Conclude each session by discussing For This Week, which 
provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the 
theme of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world, and by 
using the Worship suggestions. 
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Isaiah 
(Isaiah 6:1–13; 11:1–3a, 10, 12; 25:6–8; 53) 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, 

we will 
• recognize that we need God’s grace and forgiveness before we can 

serve other people; 
• affirm that we are to proclaim the whole counsel of God, both Law 

and Gospel, to those around us; and  
• gladly share the same message that Isaiah proclaimed—that Christ 

has redeemed us. 

Opening Worship 
Lord, through the prophet Isaiah You revealed the salvation Your 

Son would win for us and for all people. Make us outspoken witnesses 
like this hero of faith, to share Your Word with others; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Cultural Setting and Meet a Hero 
Have participants read these two sections silently, or ask 

volunteers to read them aloud. Consider having a class member act out 
“Meet a Hero” as a dramatic monologue. 

God’s Mission (Focus) 
After reading the introduction, discuss the questions together. The 

introductory paragraph provides some examples of missionaries. 
Discuss together what it means to be a missionary. 

1. Definitions may vary. God calls us and equips us to proclaim 
the death and resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. We are 
all missionaries. 

2. The mission field is wherever God places us. He might send us 
to faraway places. He might send us to our own people (as He did with 
Isaiah). Any place where people do not know the Savior is the mission 
field. 
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The Call (Inform) 
3. Isaiah sees a vision of God on His throne. He sees and hears 

the seraphim worshiping God, and he witnesses divine power and 
glory. Seeing this, he is terrified. He cries out, “Woe to me; I am 
ruined.” He knows that he is a sinner and that God is perfectly holy. 
When he sees himself in the light of God’s holiness, he knows that he 
deserves God’s judgment. All sinners would react the same way. 

4. Isaiah sees a seraph bringing a coal from the altar to him. The 
seraph touches Isaiah’s lips with the coal and says that his guilt has 
been taken away and his sin atoned for. (We have experienced this 
same forgiveness through the Gospel, albeit in a different manner.) 
God does not destroy him in his sinfulness. He takes away Isaiah’s sin, 
just as He has forgiven our sin. 

5. God asks, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” God 
already knows the answer. He graciously gives Isaiah the opportunity 
to respond to divine grace with service and thanksgiving. Forgiven by 
God, Isaiah is eager to go. He answers, “Here am I. Send me.” Because 
he has experienced God’s mercy, he now is eager to do God’s bidding 
and share that mercy with others. 

6. The message that God sends through Isaiah is a difficult one. It 
is a prophecy of destruction. Cities, homes, and fields will be deserted 
and laid waste. Their homeland in ruins, the people will be sent away. 
This message will come to the people, but they will not listen or 
understand. They will not turn from their sinful ways and receive the 
healing that God desires to give. It may sound like God has utterly 
given up on His people, but He has not. This is the punishment they 
deserve for generations of rebellion against Him. They have rejected 
Him. Now they face the consequences of their sin. But God offers 
hope. He brings about this destruction in order to bring His people 
back to Himself. “The holy seed will be the stump in the land.” Though 
destruction comes now, God will provide new life through the “holy 
seed.” 

7. Isaiah 6 says that there will be a holy seed in the stump of the 
land. Isaiah 11 reveals what that seed is—a person. Isaiah refers to 
Jesus, the Messiah. He will rise up from the stump of Jesse and give 
life to His people. He will gather all people to Himself—the Jews who 
have been scattered and the Gentiles as well. 

8. Isaiah 53 talks about “the suffering servant.” This powerful 
prophecy describes the Messiah who comes to be despised and rejected 
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by His people. Our punishment falls on Him, and we are forgiven, 
healed, and given new life in Christ. He comes to pay the penalty for 
Isaiah’s sins so that he can be forgiven. Christ also bears the sin of 
those who have rejected God’s message. He comes to restore His 
people through His death and resurrection. The heart of Isaiah’s 
message is the Christ who comes to die for His people. 

9. Isaiah here sees a vision of the heavenly kingdom. God 
prepares a banquet feast for the redeemed. He destroys death forever 
and wipes the tears from our faces. He removes the disgrace from His 
people. We rejoice in the salvation that He has given. This salvation, 
which He has already won for us, will be fully revealed to us in 
heaven. 

God Calls You (Connect) 
10. Like Isaiah, we cannot do anything except through God’s 

forgiveness. Until we have received grace, we can never share that 
grace. We cannot tell the message without first hearing the message. 
The first step for the child of God is to hear, know, and experience 
God’s grace and salvation. Only then will we be prepared to serve 
others. This is not a one-time event. We daily need God’s grace. We 
can only share God’s Good News as we receive His Good News. 

11. Many Christians are tempted to share only part of God’s 
Word. We may be afraid that sharing God’s Law and the need for 
repentance seems negative and will turn people away. Perhaps we’re 
uncomfortable with some of God’s Word. We need the Holy Spirit’s 
strength offered in Word and Sacrament to resist this temptation. God’s 
Law shows our need for Jesus. Only when we acknowledge our 
unworthiness and admit that we deserve judgment will we see our need 
for Jesus. It is equally wrong to show the commands of God without 
the solution: the Gospel. That only drives us into despair and away 
from our Savior. God calls us to proclaim all of His Word, just as 
Isaiah did. 

12. Isaiah was a missionary because God sent him on a mission. 
His mission, some 700 years before Christ, was the same as that of all 
other missionaries—to show people the Savior. Isaiah’s message 
foretold the same thing about which we tell people—the death and 
resurrection of our Savior, Jesus the Messiah. 
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For This Week 
Read the suggested activities. Encourage group members to carry 

out one or more of the activities during the coming week. 

Closing Worship 
Sing together “Holy, Holy, Holy” (LW 168), found on page 11. 
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