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History Date 
(BC/AD) Luke 

Jesus’ birth in 
Bethlehem ca. 6 BC  

Jesus visits the temple AD 6   

Jesus’ Baptism by John AD 27   
Jesus’ crucifixion, 

resurrection, and 
ascension 

30 
 

Descent of the Holy 
Spirit in Jerusalem 30  

Martyrdom of Stephen 
and Paul’s conversion 32  

Caligula 
Roman emperor 37–41  

Claudius 
Roman emperor 41–54  

Jerusalem Council 49/50 
After council, Luke travels 
with Paul (Acts 16:10; see 
Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 
4:11; Philemon 24) 

Nero Roman emperor 54–68  

Paul imprisoned in 
Rome 59–63 

AD 63 early date for Luke 
writing his Gospel; Acts 
written thereafter 

Peter crucified upside 
down and Paul beheaded 

in Rome
67–68  

Jerusalem captured and 
temple destroyed 70  

75–85 
Late dates for Luke writing 
his Gospel; Acts written 
thereafter 
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An Outline of Luke 
Following the introductory material contained in the prologue, the narratives of John’s and 

Jesus’ births, and Jesus’ preparation for ministry, the Gospel of Luke contains four sections 
centering on Jesus’ healing and teaching in Galilee, Judea, Perea, and Jerusalem. Luke is unique 
in that he devotes a significant amount of material to Jesus’ discourses in Judea and Galilee. 
Luke closes his careful recording of Jesus’ ministry with the Passion, resurrection, and ascension 
narratives. He picks up with additional events and discourses of the ascension in his second 
book, Acts (1:1–11). 

 
I. Prologue (1:1–4) 

II. The Births of John and Jesus (1:5–2:52) 
III. Jesus’ Preparation for Ministry (3:1–4:13) 
IV. Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (4:14–9:50) 
V. Jesus’ Ministry in Judea (9:51–13:21) 

VI. Jesus’ Ministry in Perea (13:22–19:28) 
VII. Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem (19:29–21:38) 

VIII. The Passion Narrative (21:1–23:56a) 
IX. The Resurrection Narrative (23:56b–24:49) 
X. The Ascension Narrative (24:50–53) 
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Introduction 
Luke’s Gospel is a Christological narrative, that is, a careful history of Jesus’ life, death, 

resurrection, and ascension. But Luke’s history, and Jesus’ story, does not end with Jesus rising 
above the clouds. Prior to ascending into heaven, Jesus opened the minds of the apostles so that 
they could understand the Scriptures. He then commissioned them to preach the Good News 
about Him to all the nations (Luke 24:45–47). Thus, Christ’s work continues as He applies the 
benefits of His life, death, and resurrection—through His Word and Sacraments—personally and 
individually through the ministry of His Church. 

Liturgically, the Church literally sings the Gospel of Luke through the Magnificat (1:46–
55), the Benedictus (1:68–79), the Gloria in Excelsis (2:14), the Nunc Dimittis (2:29–32), and a 
portion of the Sanctus (“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”; 19:38). The Church 
baptizes in the triune name (3:21–22), confesses her faith in her Savior (9:20), prays the Lord’s 
Prayer (11:2–4), and eats and drinks Christ’s body and blood (22:19–20). Luke is indeed a 
narrative about Christ, but it is even more. Through His means of grace within the Church’s 
worship, Christ includes our story into His own. 
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Lesson 1 

The Most Wonderful Child 
Read Luke 1:1–4. 
The birth or adoption of a child is a joyous occasion. In the first few verses of his Gospel, 

Luke describes his efforts to clearly record the joyful Christian message, which begins with the 
birth of two children: John the Baptist and Jesus the Christ.  

1. What do you note about Luke’s purpose for writing his Gospel? For whom was Luke’s 
Gospel written? 

 
 
 
 

Zechariah and Elizabeth 
Before beginning his story about Jesus, Luke tells us some important things about the 

Savior’s forerunner (Malachi 3:1; 4:5–6), John the Baptist. God chose a godly couple, Zechariah 
and Elizabeth, to be John’s parents. 

Read Luke 1:5–17. 
2. How did Old Testament believers feel when they had no children (see Genesis 16:1–5; 

30:1; 1 Samuel 1:5, 6; Psalm 127:3)? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What does this incident teach about God’s answers to our prayers? 
 
 
 
 

Taking God at His Word 
Zechariah should have rejoiced because of the good news. Instead of believing God’s Word, 

he followed his reason. The angel rebuked Zechariah and gave him a sign: he would lose his 
speech temporarily. Zechariah repented of his sin and with a stronger faith waited patiently for 
God to fulfill His Word.  

Read verses 18–25. 
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4. Why is it a sin to reject God’s Word when it does not agree with our human reason (see 1 
Corinthians 2:9, 14)? 

 
 
 
 
 
5. Why should we not doubt what is revealed in the Bible? How can we overcome such 

doubts (see John 1:46)? 
 
 
 
 

The Annunciation and Magnificat 
God chose Mary to be the virgin mother of the Messiah. Her Son would be the “Son of the 

Highest,” that is, true God. Mary could not understand the mystery of her Son’s birth 
(incarnation), but she believed God’s Word and humbly submitted to His will. Her song of praise 
is called the Magnificat (Latin translation of the introduction). 

Read verses 26–56. 
6. How does the Bible prove that Jesus was born of a virgin (see Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18–

25)? What did this mean for Jesus’ conception and birth (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 7:26–27)?  
 
 
 
 
 
7. How is the Virgin Mary an example for all Christians? 
 
 
 
 

The Forerunner’s Birth 
The birth of John caused great joy and wonder. Clearly God chose this child for a special 

purpose and work. God kept His promise: Zechariah recovered his power of speech, and his first 
words were a hymn called the Benedictus (Latin translation of the opening). 

Read verses 57–80. 
8. Explain “horn of salvation” (v. 69; see Psalm 18:2; 1 Kings 22:11). Explain “sunrise”  

(v. 78; see Malachi 4:2; Revelation 22:16). 
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9. How did Zechariah describe the people who have no knowledge of the Savior (v. 79)? 
What is the only way their sad condition can be changed (Isaiah 60:1–3)? 

 
 
 
 

The Birth of the Christ Child 
Luke’s Christmas story is familiar and dear to all Christians. It is also the turning point in 

the world’s history. Caesar Augustus, the mighty ruler of the Roman Empire, unknowingly 
helped carry out God’s plan that the Savior should be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Only a few 
lowly shepherds heard the wonderful message of the Savior’s birth preached by an angel (Luke 
2:8–11).  

Read Luke 2:1–14. 
10. Why was Jesus born at Bethlehem (Matthew 2:5–6)? What does this fact prove about 

the Bible (Micah 5:2)? 
 
 
 
 
11. Why was Jesus born in such humble circumstances (2 Corinthians 8:9)? Why did the 

angel call his message “good news of great joy” (Luke 2:10)? 
 
 
 
 

The Shepherds at the Manger 
The shepherds were some of the believing Israelites who waited in hope for the Messiah’s 

coming. The angel’s message awakened a desire to see and worship the holy child. The 
shepherds laid aside their earthly tasks for a while and hurried to the place where they would find 
their Savior. Later, they shared the good news of the Messiah’s birth with others and returned to 
their daily tasks thanking and praising God. 

Read Luke 2:15–20. 
12. Where can Christ be found today? Why do many people not find Him (see Romans 

10:5–21)? 
 
 
 
 
13. Why do we take every opportunity to tell others about Jesus? 
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Simeon and Anna 
Forty days after His birth, Jesus was taken to Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord in the 

temple (see Leviticus 12). Simeon and Anna longed for the coming of the Messiah. Simeon took 
the Christ Child into his arms and praised God in a hymn known as the Nunc Dimittis (Luke 
2:29–32). The prophetess Anna likewise spoke to others about this child (v. 38). 

Read Luke 2:22–38. 
14. To redeem mankind, Christ put Himself under God’s Law to fulfill it (Galatians 4:4–5). 

What requirements of the Law did Jesus fulfill according to Luke 2:21–24? 
 
 
 
 
15. How is the Nunc Dimittis (vv. 29–32) used in church services? What does it express? 
 
 
 
 

The Child Jesus 
God revealed only one incident about Jesus’ childhood. At the age when many children 

today are prepared for confirmation, Jesus studied the Holy Scriptures. Even as a boy, He 
faithfully applied God’s Word. 

Read Luke 2:40–52. 
16. At twelve, a Jewish boy assumed full responsibility for his spiritual life. How does this 

parallel confirmation? Why is confirmation not the end of our religious training? 
 
 
 
 
17. What were the first recorded words of Jesus? What did He mean by them? 
 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Add the newborns of your parish to your daily prayers; ask their parents how you could 

be of some assistance; 
• Side by side, look at Luke and the Divine Service from a Lutheran hymnal to see how 

this Gospel is “sung”; 
• Read Luke 3:1–5:11 to prepare for the next lesson. 
 
Close with prayer. 
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Leader Notes 
This guide is provided as a “safety net,” a place to turn for help in answering questions and 

for enriching discussion. It will not answer every question raised in your class. Please read it, 
along with the questions, before class. Consult it in class only after exploring the Bible 
references and discussing what they teach. Please note the different abilities of your class 
members. Some will easily find the Bible passages listed in this study; others will struggle. To 
make participation easier, team up members of the class. For example, if a question asks you to 
look up several passages, assign one passage to one group, the second to another, and so on. 
Divide the work! Let participants present the answers they discover. 

Preparing to Teach Luke 
To prepare to lead this study, read through the Book of Luke. You might review the 

introduction to Luke in the Concordia Self-Study Bible or a Bible handbook. A map of Palestine 
at the time of Jesus would also help. 

If you have the opportunity, you will find it helpful to make use of other biblical reference 
works in the course of your study. These commentaries can be very helpful: Arthur A. Just, Jr., 
Luke, 2 volumes, Concordia Commentary series (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1996); 
Victor H. Prange, Luke, People’s Bible Commentary Series (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1992); Norval Geldenhuys, The Gospel of Luke, The New International Commentary on 
the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988). Although it is not strictly a commentary, 
the section on Luke in The Word Becoming Flesh by Horace Hummel (St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, 1979) also contains valuable material for the proper interpretation of this 
biblical book. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the guidance of a leader. 

The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. No one person can discover all it has to offer. In any class 
many eyes see many things, things that can be applied to many life situations. The leader should 
resist the temptation to “give the answers” and so act as an “authority.” This teaching approach 
stifles participation by individual members and can actually hamper learning. As a general rule 
don’t “give interpretation”; instead, “develop interpreters.” In other words, don’t explain what 
the learners can discover by themselves. This is not to say that the leader shouldn’t share insights 
and information gained by his or her class members during the lesson, engage them in 
meaningful sharing and discussion, or lead them to a summary of the lesson at the close. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available to emphasize significant 
points of the lesson. Rephrase your inquiries or the inquiries of participants as questions, 
problems, or issues. This provokes thought. Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard 
or newsprint the answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the discussion. 
Ask additional questions to fill gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, not merely in biblical and 
theological knowledge, but in Christian thinking and living. This means growth in Christian 
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attitudes, insights, and skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the Church 
and the world of our day. The guiding question will be this: What does the Lord teach us for life 
today through Luke? 

Teaching the New Testament 
Teaching a New Testament Letter that was originally written for and read to first-century 

Christians can become merely ancient history if not applied to life in our times. Leaders need to 
understand the time and culture in which the Letter was written. They need to understand the 
historical situation of the Early Church and the social and cultural setting in which that Church 
existed. Such background information can clarify the original purpose and meaning of the Letter 
and shed light on its meaning for Christians today. For this reason, Bible commentaries and other 
reference works are indispensable when it comes to leading Bible studies. 

Teaching the Bible can easily degenerate into mere moralizing, in which “do-goodism” or 
rules become substitutes for the Gospel, and sanctification is confused with justification. 
Actually, justified sinners are moved not by Law, but by God’s grace to a totally new life. Their 
faith is always at work for Christ in every context of life. Meaningful, personal Christianity 
consists of a loving trust in God that is evidenced in love for others. Having experienced God’s 
free grace and forgiveness, Christians daily work in their world to reflect the will of God for 
people in every area of human endeavor. 

Christian leaders are Gospel-oriented, not Law-oriented; they distinguish between the two. 
Both Law and Gospel are necessary. The Gospel will mean nothing unless we first have been 
crushed by the Law and see our sinfulness. There is no genuine Christianity if faith is not 
followed by lives pleasing to God. In fact, genuine faith is inseparable from life. The Gospel 
alone gives us the new heart that causes us to love God and our neighbor. 

Pace Your Teaching 
The lessons in this course of study are designed for a study session of at least an hour in 

length. If it is the desire and intent of the class to complete an entire lesson each session, it will 
be necessary for you to summarize the content of certain answers or biblical references in order 
to preserve time. Asking various class members to look up different Bible passages and to read 
them aloud to the rest of the class will save time over having every class member look up each 
reference. 

Also, you may not want to cover every question in each lesson. This may lead to undue 
haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. Spend no more than 5–10 minutes 
opening the lesson. During the lesson, get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the 
class gain understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately 5 minutes for “Closing” and 
announcements. 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can take it more leisurely. 
But do not allow any lesson to drag and become tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it 
meaningful. Eliminate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most meaningful 
to the members of the class. If most members study the text at home, they can report their 
findings, and the time gained can be applied to relating the lesson to life. 
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Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satisfaction the class will 

experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 

The Lesson Pattern 
This set of lessons is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to aid a consideration of the written 

Word of God, with discussion and personal application growing out of the text at hand.  
The typical lesson is divided into these sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Objectives 
3. Questions and Answers 
4. Closing 
The theme verse and objectives give you, the leader, assistance in arousing the interest of 

the group in the concepts of the lesson. Focus on stimulating minds. Do not linger too long over 
the introductory remarks. 

The questions and answers provide the real spadework necessary for Bible study. Here the 
class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts and observes them. Comments from the 
leader are needed only to the extent that they help the group understand the text. The questions in 
this guide, corresponding to sections within the text, are intended to help the participants 
discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the message. Having 
heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, they can proceed to digest it inwardly 
through discussion, evaluation, and application. This is done, as this guide suggests, by taking 
the truths found in Scripture and applying them to the world, and Christianity in general, and 
then to one’s personal Christian life. Class time may not permit discussion of all questions and 
topics. In preparation you may need to select one or two and focus on them. Close the session by 
reviewing one important truth from the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but this study guide is not. The notes in this section 
offer only guidelines and suggestions. Do not hesitate to alter the guidelines or substitute others 
to meet your needs and the needs of the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and 
your class period.  

Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or herself. For the teacher this 
means directing the learner, not giving the learner answers. Directing understanding takes 
preparation. Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture ahead of time. What 
discussion questions will you ask? At what points? Write them in the margin of your study 
guide. Involve class members, but give them clear directions. What practical actions might you 
propose for the week following the lesson? Which of the items do you consider most important 
for your class? 

Consider how you can best use your teaching period. Do you have 45 minutes, an hour, or 
an hour and a half? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn to become a wise steward of 
class time. 
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Plan a brief opening devotion, using members of the class. And be sure to take time to 
summarize the lesson, or have a class member do it.  

Remember to pray frequently for yourself and your class. May God the Holy Spirit bless 
your study and your leading of others into the comforting truths of God’s Christ-centered Word. 
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Lesson 1 

The Most Wonderful Child 
Theme verse: Therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 

Luke 1:35 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 

• Learn from Zechariah and Elizabeth, who proved their faith by living God-pleasing lives; 
• Reflect on the hope-filled yearning of Old Testament believers as they awaited the 

coming Messiah and rejoiced at His birth; 
• Give thanks for the good news of great joy announced by the angel and of which we 

partake in Word and Sacrament. 
 
1. The leader may begin this course by discussing the introduction to Luke’s Gospel. Ask 

participants to read the preface (vv. 1–4). Stress that Luke was written especially for the 
Gentiles. Luke shows God’s preparations for the coming Savior. In reality, the whole Old 
Testament was a period of preparation (advent) for the birth of the Messiah. 

2. Childless Old Testament believers like Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah, although they later 
conceived and gave birth, prayerfully resigned themselves to God’s gracious will (Psalm 34:19; 
Hebrews 12:11). New Testament believers do the same.  

3. We pray, “Thy will be done.” Jesus promises that He both hears and answers the prayers 
we make in His name—that is, through faith in Him. Sometimes, as in the case of Zechariah and 
Elizabeth, His answer is “Yes,” even after a prolonged wait. Sometimes His answer is “No.” 
Regardless, His will is best for us. 

4. It is a sin not to take God at His Word. People sometimes say, “I can’t believe this 
statement of the Bible because I can’t understand it. I will not accept it because it does not seem 
to agree with science and experience.” Jesus refused to give unbelievers the sign they asked for 
(Luke 11:16–29). But God mercifully helps His children. 

5. When uncertain about a truth expressed in Scripture, continue studying the Bible, praying 
for the Holy Spirit’s help and guidance. Consult with your pastor. Believe the Word, even though 
you cannot understand and explain it (1 Corinthians 13:12). 

6. The Bible clearly speaks about Mary’s virginity at the time of Christ’s conception and 
how important this fact is for us (see also Hebrews 4:15; John 8:46). Because of His supernatural 
conception, Jesus did not inherit (original) sin (Romans 5:12, 19). The denial of the virginity of 
Mary at Christ’s conception is a tacit denial of His divinity. 

7. Refer to verses 28 and 30 (“favor” means “grace”) and verse 47 (needed a Savior; see 
also Matthew 4:10). Through the Word, God gave Mary the gift of faith in the work to which 
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God called her. Christians are also given faith through the Word (Gospel and the Sacraments) so 
that they may serve the Lord in their vocations. Like Mary, they acknowledge their sinfulness 
and God’s grace.  

8. Note the emphasis on salvation, deliverance, the remission of sins, and a godly life. A 
“horn” signifies strength or power (see Psalm 18:2; 1 Kings 22:11). “Dayspring” means 
“sunrising” (Isaiah 60), or “morning star” (Revelation 22:16; Malachi 4:2). 

9. Natural man is spiritually blind and dead (see Isaiah 60; Acts 26:18). The Gospel 
illuminates the hearts that “sit in darkness” (Luke 1:79) and fills them with spiritual light (1 Peter 
2:9; 2 Corinthians 4:6). Note how Zechariah’s hymn expresses Christian faith, joy, hope, and 
peace that come only through the arrival of God’s grace-filled presence (Isaiah 60:1–3). 

10. Bethlehem was the birthplace of David (1 Samuel 16:1–13). Both Joseph (as foster 
father) and Mary (as Jesus’ mother) were descendents of King David. Thus, legally, through 
Joseph (Matthew 1:16–17; Luke 2:4), and biologically, through Mary (Luke 1:32–33), Jesus is 
David’s Son (Matthew 1:1; 22:41–42). Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem fulfills Micah’s prophecy (5:2) 
and further proves the Bible’s reliability. 

11. The Son of God left the riches of heaven and took on the poverty of humanity by 
becoming man (2 Corinthians 8:9; John 1:14). He did this so that freed from sin by His life, 
death, and resurrection, we might enjoy the riches of heaven. The servant attitude of the Master 
is also that of the believer (Philippians 2:5–11). The angel’s message is “good news of a great 
joy” (Luke 2:10) because through this child God richly grants “peace” (2:14). 

12. Christ is not found today in the Bethlehem manger; He is found in His Gospel and 
Sacraments (Matthew 28:19–20; Mark 16:15–16; Luke 22:19–20; John 20:30–31). People do not 
“find” Jesus because, instead of hearing the Gospel, they trust in their obedience to the Law or 
human reasoning (Romans 10:5–21). 

13. The Christian takes every opportunity to tell others about Jesus because “faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).  

14. As our substitute, Jesus fully and perfectly submitted to God’s Law to keep and fulfill it 
for us (Galatians 4:4–5). Jesus’ circumcision and presentation in the temple bear witness to this 
fact (Luke 2:21–24; see also Exodus 13:2, 12). The circumcision also served as the occasion for 
naming the child; Jesus’ name (and its meaning: “Yahweh saves”) given by the angel Gabriel 
(Luke 1:31) points to His divine origin. The temple visit also served as the end of Mary’s 
purification, or forty days following childbirth, at which time she would offer an appropriate 
sacrifice (see Leviticus 12:6–8).  

15. The Nunc Dimittis (or “Now, let depart”) serves as a post-communion canticle (LW, pp. 
152–3, 173–4, 193; TLH, p. 29; HS98, p. 14). Simeon’s song is a wonderful hymn of joyful trust 
in God’s Word of promise. Just as Simeon and Anna beheld (and in Simeon’s case, touched) the 
Lord in the temple, so, too, do we depart with thanks following our experience with the risen 
Christ in His Word and in His true body and true blood of His holy Supper.  

16. When Jewish boys were three, their parents began religious instruction with simple 
prayers and Scripture passages (Deuteronomy 6:6–7). At six, they would attend a synagogue 
school (2 Timothy 3:15). At twelve, they became a “son of the Law” and were obliged to attend 
the festivals. Contemporary confirmation instruction parallels these expectations by recognizing 
the ability and necessity of adolescent boys and girls growing into and accepting greater spiritual 
responsibility for themselves. However, confirmation is never the end of the study of God’s 
Word.  
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17. Jesus’ first words in Luke’s Gospel are no sign of disrespect to His earthly parents, but 
rather show that even at this age He recognized His deity. Mary gently chided Jesus for causing 
them worry; Jesus gently chided His mother for assuming the Son could be “lost” in His Father’s 
house. 
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