
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leviticus 

Life in the Blood 
For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on 

the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that 
makes atonement by the life. 

Leviticus 17:11 
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History Date (B.C.) Leviticus 
Joseph born 

(Genesis 30:22–24) ca. 1915  

Jacob settles in Egypt 
(Genesis 46:5–7) 1876  

Hammurabi begins 
reign in Babylonia 1792  

 1526 Moses born in Egypt 
(Exodus 2:1–8) 

Amenhotep II 
becomes Pharaoh of 

Egypt 
1450 

 

Exodus from Egypt 1446 (Exodus 12:31–51) 
Hebrews wander in the 

wilderness 1446–1406 
Moses writes 
Pentateuch (Genesis–
Deuteronomy) 

Construction of 
Tabernacle (Exodus 

25–30; 35–40) 
1446 

 

 

1444 

Moses and Aaron take 
census (Numbers 1:1–
46); send spies to 
Canaan (Numbers 
13:1–3; 28) 

Aaron dies on Mt. Hor 
(Numbers 33:38–39) 1406 

Moses dies on Mt. 
Nebo (Deuteronomy 
34) 

Joshua leads Hebrews 
into Canaan; Conquest 

begins (Joshua 1–3) 
1405 

 

Joshua dies 
(Joshua 24:29) 1399  

Amenhotep IV  
“Akhenaten,” father of 

Tutankhamen, 
becomes Pharaoh 

1352 
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An Outline of Leviticus 

At first glance, the Book of Leviticus might appear to be an ancient 
Hebrew worship manual with no bearing on the lives of contemporary 
Christians. Nothing could be further from the truth! Throughout its 
twenty-seven chapters Leviticus points to efforts of the thrice-holy God 
in dealing with human sin through offerings and feasts, priesthood and 
blood atonement. Truly, what one reads in Leviticus is fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ. Yet the richness of His person and work can be more 
fully appreciated through the study of the types, symbols, and shadows 
found in Moses’ third book. 

Leviticus can be divided into two major sections discussing the 
restoration and effects of God’s holiness upon His people, serving as 
bookends for a brief section on ritual injunctions concerning the Day of 
Atonement. 

 
I. God Shares His Holiness with the Israelites (1:1–15:33) 

A. Manual on Offerings (1:1–7:35) 
1. Voluntary Offerings (1:1–3:17) 
2. Atonement Offerings (4:1–5:19) 
3. Holy Food Regulations (6:1–7:38) 

B. Manual on Divine Worship (8:1–10:20) 
C. Manual on Purification (11:1–15:33) 

II. Rite for Day of Atonement (16:1–34) 
III. The Israelites Live in God’s Holiness (17:1–27:34) 

A. Holy Living (17:1–22:33) 
B. Holy Festivals (23:1–24:23) 
C. Holy Land (25:1–55) 
D. Obedience, Disobedience, and Vows (26:1–27:34) 
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Introduction 

When viewed through twenty-first-century eyes, it is hard to 
imagine that Leviticus was the first book read by ancient Jewish 
children. Today, Leviticus seems uninviting with its descriptions of 
blood sacrifices and purification rituals. Cursory observations of this 
third book of Mosaic Law could easily intimidate Christians into 
dismissing it without seeking it’s relationship to the Gospel. In reality, 
Leviticus embraces the Gospel vividly and dynamically. 

Considering Leviticus Law is logical since even Jesus defines it 
so (Luke 24:44–47). Yet the word Torah, of which Leviticus is a part, 
can also be translated “instruction,” “guidance,” or even “doctrine.” An 
examination of Deuteronomy 4:5–6, for example, shows that Leviticus 
is intended to “instruct” nations around Israel how to live properly 
before God. 

Leviticus offers three perspectives for study. First, it provides 
insight into ancient worship rituals. Second, it foreshadows the 
redemption found in Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18–19). Third, Leviticus 
guides us to conclude that God is holy and imparts His holiness to us. 
Indeed, because of our redemption we are enabled to live holy lives 
(Leviticus 20:26). 

In his Gospel, John dramatically points out the symbolism found 
in Leviticus. John chapter 1 provides an eyewitness account of the 
Baptizer’s words, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world!” (John 1:29). By His own hand, God points back to the 
blood sacrifices of Leviticus and then points forward to the defining 
moment in history: Jesus’ crucifixion by Roman soldiers at the behest 
of the Sanhedrin. It was there that all the sins of the world met, and the 
one who was without sin became sin for us. With His last breath, Jesus 
said, “tetelestai” (John 19:30). Although this word is traditionally 
translated It is finished, it could also be interpreted as It is paid for, 
implying Jesus’ full payment for the world’s sins on the cross. 

Through this study, it is our prayer that you become aware of 
several key dramas played out on the pages of Leviticus. We hope that 
you will grow in understanding the chasm that sin created between 
man and God, and then experience the joy of the Gospel message 
foreshadowed by the ancient blood sacrifices. By God’s grace, you will 
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appreciate both Law, “without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22), and Gospel, “you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:13). 
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Lesson 1 

God With Us 

Leviticus is the third book of the “five books of Moses.” In the 
third-century B.C., seventy scholars gave Leviticus its name when they 
translated the Old Testament from Hebrew to Greek, a volume known 
as the Septuagint. Moses’ authorship of all five books is supported by 
oral and written traditions, and, most importantly, by Jesus Himself 
(Mark 12:26). Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy are the 
other volumes collectively known as “the Book of the Law,” “the book 
of Moses,” “the book of the Law of Moses,” “the Pentateuch,” or the 
Jewish “Torah” or “Law.” Leviticus is twenty-seven chapters long and 
prescribes rites and ceremonies carried out at the hand of Aaron, the 
brother of Moses, and his son Levi. God called these men to serve Him 
in various capacities, including the priesthood.  

Although Leviticus rightly takes its place as a book of Law, it 
also anticipates the perfect and final sacrifice of Jesus. Therefore, it is a 
book of Gospel as well. 

Setting the Stage 
To understand and appreciate Leviticus one must first understand 

Exodus, from which Leviticus flows. Exodus speaks of the liberation 
of God’s chosen people; how God provided everything for their 
journey into the Promised Land. At the foot of Mt. Sinai “six hundred 
thousand men on foot, besides women and children” (Exodus 12:37) 
made camp, causing us to wonder, “How could so many people learn 
to live in harmony with each other and with God?” God provided the 
answer with the Ten Commandments. Yet sin grew, for Exodus also 
tells of the worship of a golden calf while Moses received God’s holy 
laws and decrees (Exodus 32). Even this obvious idolatry did not 
prevent God’s renewal of the ancient Abrahamic covenant (Exodus 
24). (Take a moment to read the details of the original covenant in 
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Genesis 12:1–3. Be sure to note the words “in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed,” an early Messianic promise.) 

Beginning in Exodus 25, God details the construction and 
worship practices of His “dwelling place,” the tabernacle (Exodus 
25:22). It is from within this tabernacle that God called Moses “and 
spoke to him” (Leviticus 1:1). As we see in our text, God desired to 
dwell among Old Testament people and have a real relationship with 
them. This is still true today, as we are about to witness. 

1. What name for the promised Messiah is found in the following 
verses? 

a. Isaiah 7:13–14 
 
 
b. Matthew 1:22–23 
 
 
2. What is the significance of the Messiah’s name and how does 

this relate to Leviticus 1:1? 
 
 
 
 
3. As you read and study Leviticus, remember that God desires to 

dwell among His people. Yet a barrier stands in the way. What is this 
barrier, according to Leviticus 11:45 and 1 John 1:8? 

 
 
 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
The holiness of God is an oft-repeated theme in Leviticus. The 

word “holy” is found some ninety times in its pages. So the question 
arises, “How can sinful man come into the presence of a holy God?” 
Leviticus provides the answer: through the bloody sacrifice of 
animals—all pointing to the perfect and final sacrifice of Christ—God 
Himself removed the sin barrier and created for Himself a holy people. 
By ourselves, without an atoning sacrifice, we are unable to stand 
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before a holy God. Atonement supplies us with our second Levitical 
theme. 

4. In a powerful Letter to the early Christians at Rome, Paul tied 
the atoning sacrifices of the Old Testament to another event that 
eliminated the need for further sacrifices. Explain what you find in 
Paul’s words (Romans 3:21–26). 

 
 
 
 
5. What historical event in A.D. 70 further emphasized the 

significance of the final atoning sacrifice referred to in the Romans 
passage above? 

There is a third theme in Leviticus: ancient worship rituals. 
Viewed from a purely historical perspective, Leviticus provides us 
with valuable insights. Recorded within its pages are God’s step-by-
step outlines for offerings, descriptions of the priestly duties, details on 
early farming practices, a summary of the seven Hebrew feasts, 
practical health regulations, and sexual taboos. As we study God’s 
Word, watch for the central themes of God’s holiness, the importance 
of atoning sacrifices, and ancient worship rituals repeatedly playing out 
on the pages of Leviticus. 

Leviticus Today 
6. Leviticus is a book filled with God’s rules for right living. 

Explain why Leviticus may be difficult to understand from the 
perspective of a twenty-first-century Christian. 

 
 
 
 
7. Some Christian denominations downplay the importance of the 

Old Testament. As you begin your study of God’s Word in Leviticus, 
discuss why the Old Testament remains an important resource. 
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In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Discuss the sacrifices Christians make today according to 

Hebrews 10:18; 13:15; Psalm 51:17; and Romans 12:1. 
• Review tabernacle and tabernacle furnishings illustrations in 

the Concordia Self-Study Bible (pp. 123 and 125) or in 
another suitable resource. 

• Read Leviticus 1–3 to prepare for the next lesson. 
 
Pray together: Father in heaven, we thank You for the rich 

blessing of Your Word. It makes us mindful that we are unworthy to 
stand in Your presence. Sin keeps us apart. However, with Your Son’s 
sacrifice, eternal life is bestowed to us and our sins are forgiven. Please 
allow us to see Your hand in and under the sacrifices and rituals 
recorded in Leviticus as they lead us to look at Jesus. Send Your Holy 
Spirit to help us see Him. Amen. 
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Leader Notes 

This guide is provided as a “safety net,” a place to turn for help in 
answering questions and for enriching discussion. It will not answer 
every question raised in your class. Please read it, along with the ques-
tions, before class. Consult it in class only after exploring the Bible 
references and discussing what they teach. Please note the different 
abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study; others will struggle. To make participation 
easier, team up members of the class. For example, if a question asks 
you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one group, the 
second to another, and so on. Divide the work! Let participants present 
the answers they discover. 

Preparing to Teach Leviticus 
To prepare to lead this study, read through Leviticus. You might 

secure and read good commentaries on the book or read the 
introduction to Leviticus in The Concordia Self-Study Bible or a Bible 
handbook. Maps showing the Old Testament world around the time of 
Moses (ca. 1526 B.C. and later), as well as a diagram of the wilderness 
tabernacle and its furnishings, would also be of help. 

The materials in these notes are designed to help you in leading 
others through this portion of the Holy Scriptures. Nevertheless, this 
booklet is to be an aid to—not a substitute for your own study of and 
preparation for—teaching Leviticus.  

If you have the opportunity, you will find it helpful to make use 
of other biblical reference works in the course of your study. These 
three commentaries can be very helpful: John W. Kleinig, Leviticus, 
Concordia Commentary series (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
2003); Mark J. Lenz, Leviticus, People’s Bible Commentary (St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 1996); and R.K. Harrison, Leviticus: An 
Introduction and Commentary, The Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries (Downer’s Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1980). 
Although it is not strictly a commentary, the section on Leviticus in 
The Word Becoming Flesh by Horace Hummel (St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, 1979) also contains much that is of value for the 
proper interpretation of this biblical book. 
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Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under 

the guidance of a leader. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. No 
one person can discover all it has to offer. In any class, many eyes see 
many things, which can be applied to many life situations. The leader 
should resist the temptation to “give the answers” and so act as an 
“authority.” This teaching approach stifles participation by individual 
members and can actually hamper learning. As a general rule don’t 
“give interpretation,” instead “develop interpreters.” In other words, 
don’t explain what the learners can discover by themselves. This is not 
to say that the leader shouldn’t share insights and information gained 
by his or her class members during the lesson, engage them in 
meaningful sharing and discussion, or lead them to a summary of the 
lesson at the close.  

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available 
to emphasize significant points of the lesson. Rephrase your inquiries 
or the inquiries of participants as questions, problems, or issues. This 
provokes thought. Keep discussion to the point. List answers on the 
chalkboard or newsprint. Then determine the most vital points made in 
the discussion. Ask additional questions to fill gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, 
not merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian 
thinking and living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, 
and skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the 
church and the world of our day. The guiding question will be this: 
What does the Lord teach us for life today through Leviticus? 

Teaching the Old Testament 
Teaching the Old Testament can degenerate into mere moralizing 

in which “do-goodism” becomes a substitute for the Gospel and 
sanctification gets confused with justification. Actually the justified 
sinner is not moved by God’s Law but by God’s grace to a totally new 
life. His or her faith in Christ is always at work in every context of life. 
Meaningful personal Christianity consists of faith flowing from God’s 
grace in Christ and is evidenced in love for other people. Having 
experienced God’s free grace and forgiveness, the Christian daily 
works in his or her world to reflect the will of God for humanity in 
every area of human endeavor. 
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The Christian leader is Gospel-oriented, not Law-oriented. He or 
she distinguishes Law from Gospel. Both are needed. There is no clear 
Gospel unless we first have been crushed by the Law and see our 
sinfulness. There is no genuine Christianity where faith is not followed 
by a life pleasing to God. In fact, genuine faith is inseparable from life. 
The Gospel alone creates in us the new heart that causes us to love God 
and our neighbor. 

When Christians teach the Old Testament, they do not teach it as 
a “law-book,” but instead as books containing both Law and Gospel. 
They see the God of the Old Testament as a God of grace, who out of 
love establishes a covenant of mercy with His people (Deuteronomy 
7:6–9) and forgives their sins. Christians interpret the Old Testament 
using the New Testament message of fulfilled prophecy through Jesus 
Christ. They teach as leaders who personally know the Lord Jesus as 
Savior, the victorious Christ who gives all believers a new life  
(2 Corinthians 5:17) and a new mission (John 20:21). 

Pace Your Teaching 
The lessons in this course of study are designed for a study 

session of at least an hour in length. If it is the desire and intent of the 
class to complete an entire lesson each session, it will be necessary for 
you to summarize the content of certain answers or biblical references 
in order to preserve time. Asking various class members to look up 
different Bible passages and to read them aloud to the rest of the class 
will save time over having every class member look up each reference. 

Also, you may not want to cover every question in each lesson. 
This may lead to undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your 
teaching. Spend no more than 5–10 minutes opening the lesson. During 
the lesson, get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the 
class gain understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately 5 
minutes for “Closing” and announcements. 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you 
can take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to drag and 
become tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it meaningful. 
Eliminate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most 
meaningful to the members of the class. If most members study the text 
at home, they can report their findings, and the time gained can be 
applied to relating the lesson to life. 
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Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and 

satisfaction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 

The Lesson Pattern 
This set of lessons is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to aid a 

consideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and personal 
application growing out of the text at hand.  

The typical lesson is divided into these sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Objectives 
3. Questions and Answers 
4. Closing 
The theme verse and objectives give you, the leader, assistance in 

arousing the interest of the group in the concepts of the lesson. Focus 
on stimulating minds. Do not linger too long over the introductory 
remarks. 

The questions and answers provide the real spadework necessary 
for Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the 
facts and observes them. Comments from the leader are needed only to 
the extent that they help the group understand the text. The questions in 
this guide, corresponding to sections within the text, are intended to 
help the participants discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply 
the message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of 
God, they can proceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, 
evaluation, and application. This is done, as this guide suggests, by 
taking the truths found in Scripture and applying them to the world, 
and Christianity in general, and then to one’s personal Christian life. 
Class time may not permit discussion of all questions and topics. In 
preparation you may need to select one or two and focus on them. 
Close the session by reviewing one important truth from the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but this study guide is not. 
The notes in this section offer only guidelines and suggestions. Do not 
hesitate to alter the guidelines or substitute others to meet your needs 
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and the needs of the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your 
class and your class period.  

Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or 
herself. For the teacher this means directing the learner, not giving the 
learner answers. Directing understanding takes preparation. Choose the 
verses that should be looked up in Scripture ahead of time. What 
discussion questions will you ask? At what points? Write them in the 
margin of your study guide. Involve class members, but give them 
clear directions. What practical actions might you propose for the week 
following the lesson? Which of the items do you consider most 
important for your class? 

Consider how you can best use your teaching period. Do you 
have 45 minutes? An hour? Or an hour and a half? If time is short, 
what should you cut? Learn to become a wise steward of class time. 

Plan a brief opening devotion, using members of the class. And 
be sure to take time to summarize the lesson, or have a class member 
do it.  

Remember to pray frequently for yourself and your class. May 
God the Holy Spirit bless your study and your leading of others into 
the comforting truths of God’s Christ-centered Word. 

SAMPLE



 71 

Lesson 1 

God With Us 

Theme verse: The LORD called Moses and spoke to him from the tent 
of meeting. 

Leviticus 1:1 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, 

we will: 
• understand Moses as the writer of Leviticus; 
• learn the importance of holiness to God; 
• understand God’s intent in Levitical regulation: to atone for 

sin and establish His presence. 

What’s Going on Here? 
Read aloud, or have a volunteer read aloud, the introductory 

paragraphs. 

Setting the Stage 
Read aloud or summarize this section. Then discuss the questions 

that follow. 
1. Have participants look up the passages and identify the name 

of the promised Messiah. 
a. Isaiah 7:13–14 identifies the name Immanuel. 
b. Matthew 1:22–23 also identifies the name Immanuel and 

defines the name as “God with us.” 
2. The name Immanuel—God with us—teaches us that God 

desires a very personal relationship with us. This personal relationship 
is demonstrated through the one-on-one contact God had with Moses 
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throughout the Book of Leviticus. God knew Moses intimately and 
called him by his name. Leviticus 1:1 is just one example of their close 
relationship. Watch for others throughout your study. It is this personal 
relationship with His creation that God once had in the Garden of Eden 
before Adam and Eve fell into sin, and which He will fully restore 
through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

3. Read the two passages listed here aloud. Leviticus 11:45 
teaches that God wants us to be holy, inferring that we are not holy.  
1 John 1:8 additionally identifies the barrier between God and man  
as sin. 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Read aloud the paragraph on God’s holiness. Then explain the 

words St. Paul offers which tie the Old and New Testaments together 
while at the same time eliminating the need for further sacrifices. 

4. Romans 3:21–26—Jesus provides the ultimate atonement/ 
restitution for our sin, in fact, for everyone’s sins. 

5. The Roman army crushed a Jewish revolt in Jerusalem in A.D. 
70. In the process they destroyed the Jewish temple. Today there is a 
mosque on the site of the ancient temple, making a resumption of 
sacrifices impossible. 

Leviticus Today 
6. Several perspectives might be mentioned here including that 

(a) Leviticus is Law-driven and (b) we live by grace and these rules no 
longer apply. (a) Leviticus is law-driven, but only when examined 
using man’s viewpoint. From God’s viewpoint, Leviticus is filled with 
guidelines to follow in response to God’s deliverance from the 
Egyptians and the future promise of a land of their own. These 
guidelines also provided the means by which a holy God could dwell 
among an unholy people. (b) The guidelines of Leviticus were fulfilled 
in Christ, but the moral law has not been eliminated (Matthew 5:17). 

7. The Old Testament vividly shows God’s plan of salvation from 
the outset (Genesis 3:15) and traces it through the lives of sinners just 
like you and me. Despite their sinfulness, God remained faithful and 
His wonderful plan of salvation reached its fulfillment in Christ. As 
Christians we understand the impact of whose we are by understanding 
who God is for us in all His richness and grace. 
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