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inbROdUlJbiOn

WeLcome to the ReaL DeaL! Each of the books in this series presents 12 Lessons that focus
on the GospeL and the Word of God, the ReaL DeaL. Each book in the series has a theme around

which the Lessons are organized. (For an outLine of the ReaL DeaL Series, Look inside the back
cover of this book.)

* The topics are reaL. Each lesson deals with reaL issues in the lives of young
people and is grounded in God's Word.

* The Leader's materiaLs are easy to use. Each lesson is completely outlined
and designed for reaL success in teaching. Leader's directions are clear and
easy to follow. Materials needed for teaching are easily obtained. Many les
sons contain additional materials for times when students finish quickly.

* Student pages are reprodudble so teachers can copy the number they really
need.

* And, finally, the power of the GospeL is at the core of every study. Students
will see God's Word as the real source of information for their everyday lives.

ABOUT THIS BOOK

What's the Big Deal?

Each of the 12 studies in this book deaLs with issues in the worLd that many young peo
pLe face. Many of these issues can be very sensitive for young peopLe to deaL with. Use care in
your approach to each study so that God's truths remain objective and your care for each stu
dent becomes personaLized.

The studies are designed for use with students in the ninth through tweLfth grades. More
mature junior high students may aLso benefit from these studies. Each study is a compLete unit.
Lessons may be used in any order. WhiLe designed for the typicaL one-hour BibLe class, these
studies may be adapted for other youth ministry settings. For exampLe, seLected studies couLd
form the core of materiaL for a youth night or retreat.

PREPARING TO TEACH

Each Lesson has a Lesson Focus and a Gospel Focus statement at the beginning. These
heLp the Leader understand the Lesson topic and direction.
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The Lesson Outline provides a quick look at the study and a list of materials needed for

each segment of the lesson.
The Lesson Activities include large- and small-group discussion, opportunities for individ

ual study, and active-learning suggestions.

Most lessons also contain background information to assist the leader in preparing for
the class time. Class leaders should review the entire lesson in advance of the class time.

It is assumed that the Bible class leader will have the usual basic classroom equipment
and supplies available-pencils or pens for each student, blank paper (and occasionally tape or

marking pens), and a chalkboard or its equivalent (whiteboard, overhead transparency projector,

or newsprint pad and easel) with corresponding markers or chalk. Encourage the students to
bring their own Bibles. Then they can mark useful passages and make notes to guide their per

sonal Bible study and reference. Do provide additional Bibles, however, for visitors or students
who do not bring one. The appropriate Student Page should be copied in a quantity sufficient
for the class and distributed at the time indicated in the leader's notes.

The studies are outlined completely in the leader's notes, including a suggested length of

time recommended for each section of the study. The suggested times will total 50-60 minutes,
the maximum amount most Sunday morning Bible classes have available. Each session begins
with an opening activity that mayor may not be indicated on the Student Page. Teachers who
regularly begin with prayer should include it before the opening activity. Most other parts of the
study, except the closing prayer, are indicated on both the Leader Page and Student Page.

An average class size of 10 students is assumed. To facilitate discussion, especially when
your class is larger than average, it is recommended to conduct much of the discussion in small
er groups-pairs, triads, or groups of no more than five or six. Instructions to that effect are
often included in the guide. If your class is small, you are already a small group and can ignore
any such suggestions.

Some lessons contain bonus suggestions. Use these when the study progresses more
quickly than expected, when your normal session exceeds 50-60 minutes, or when a suggested
activity doesn't work with your group. Students can also use them during the week.

Of course, the leader is encouraged to review the study thoroughly, well in advance of its
presentation. Then the materials can be tailored to your individual students' needs and prefer
ences as well as your own preferred teaching style.

TIPS FOR LEADERS OF YOUTH BIBLE STUDIES

One challenge of leading a youth Bible study is the need for relevant, Christ-centered
material. An equal challenge is growing in one's ability to teach and lead effectively. While the
studies in the Real Deal Series are intended to meet the first challenge, the following tips are
designed to meet the second challenge. Skim this section for ideas that spark your interest, or
read it completely. Either way, you'll find support to help young people grow in God's Word.

The Rest of the Story

A doctor once pointed out to me the danger of not taking all of the antibiotics pre
scribed. If one stops taking the medicine when the symptoms disappear-say four or five days
into a 10-day prescription-the bacteria is not fully defeated. It goes underground, so to speak,
and may resurface in a strain that is more resistant to the antibiotic in the future.
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In a similar way, we shortchange students (whether they are young people, children, or
adults) if the full benefit of the Gospel is not shared in the lessons we teach. We know the mes
sage of the Gospel well-"Jesus died for our sins; through faith in Him, we have forgiveness

and the promise of eternal life." This is God's promise of justification by grace through faith in

Christ.
But for the average teen, eternal life in heaven may seem somewhat removed. The joy of

forgiveness this time may be diminished as teens learn that there almost always seems to be a
next time, as Satan does battle through weapons of temptation and sin. The Gospel is also the

power of Christ for Christians now as the Spirit leads us in the new life Christ has won for us.
The abundant life Christ promises is a present reality as well as our future hope. The Gospel is

the power source for sanctification-our Christian life and growth.
When St. Paul speaks of the hope of the resurrection in Romans 6, he also says, "In the

same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires" (Romans 6:11-12). In the Letter to
the Ephesians, he concludes the familiar "you have been saved, through faith ... not by works"
passage (2:8-9) with a reminder that God also has an earthly purpose for His saints. "For we

are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do" (2:10). Paul makes it clear that Jesus Christ enables us to be a new cre

ation in this life as well as in the life to come. "I have been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself for me" (Galatians 2:20).

There is hope now for young people who struggle with sin, who know despair, who long
for friendship and support. Through faith in Christ, given by the Spirit through Baptism and the

Word of God, young people have the power of Christ at work in their lives today, tomorrow, and
into the future-even to eternal life. The Gospel's message is one of power for new life now as
well as in the future. For teachers, pastors, parents, and friends of teens, that's the "rest of the
story." Let it be God's message for you-and your message each week for the young people you

teach.

Can the Leader Be One of the Crowd?

Our teaching may only be as strong as our relationships with our class members. As we
learn to know our students-and as they learn to know us-our ability to direct our teaching to
their lives and their ability to listen will both improve.

Some suggestions:

* Maintain a balance between being the teacher and being a fn·end. You're not
a teenager, and you don't need to act like one to relate to your class. You
are, however, a potentially significant person in the lives of your students.
Many young people seek adults to whom they can relate and on whom they
can count.

* Don't talk down to your students. High school students are growing in their
independence. They see themselves as no longer children. They will relate best
to adults who give them credit for their strengths and potential and who are
very gentle with reminders that they have some areas in their lives in which
they need to grow. Resist sarcasm, teasing, and put-downs of any kind.
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* Participate with your students in class activities. As much as possible, be a
full participant. Share your own responses as examples to the students. Be
open and honest about your opinions, and respect the opinions of your stu
dents. If you ask the students to cut, paste, or draw, be a willing participant
in the activity. It will quickly blunt any perception that such activities are
childish.

* Sit, if possible. With a small group, sit at the same level as your class in a
circle or around a table. Stand when leading several small groups or in a sit
uation when all the participants may not be able to see you.

* Refrain from "teacher-onLy" priviLeges. If food and drink are not allowed for
the students, finish yours before you enter class or save it for later. If
refreshments are appropriate, make sure they are available to the entire
class.

* If your group is small, you may be able to participate in one of the small
group discussions during class. If more than two or three groups form, it may
be wiser to "float" among the groups. Recognize that young people may fil
ter their responses and opinions with an adult present.

* Be sensitive to the feelings ofyour students. As you respect them, they will
grow in their respect for you.

Asking the Right Questions and Asking the Questions Right

Much of the interaction that takes pLace in class is the resuLt of good questioning tech
niques on the part of the Leader. If your "teacher taLk to student talk" ratio is out of baLance,
the following tips may help you.

Three Levels of Questions

Keep in mind that there are at Least three LeveLs of questions to ask during BibLe discus
sion, and aLL three are important to successfuL study.

We ask "information" ("What does this say?") questions at the first LeveL to verify the
accuracy of the students' understanding of the text. "Where was PauL whiLe writing the Letter to
the Romans? To whom was he writing? What does he say about ...?"

* Use the "reporter" questions-who, what, when, and where?

* Avoid questions that can be answered with yes or no.

* Gear the questions to your class. Don't ask questions that everyone can prob
ably answer, or students will think you believe they are unintelligent. Don't
ask questions that no one can answer-at least not very often.

We ask "anaLysis" (Luther's "What does this mean?") questions at the second LeveL to

deepen the students' understanding of the text. "Why did PauL write that? How wouLd the
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Roman Christians have felt about that? Where else does Paul write about that issue? How is his

advice to the Thessalonians and Romans alike or different?"

* FoLlow up unexpected answers; don't label them wrong. You may learn some
thing new about the text or about the student.

* Silence may indicate deep thought. It does not mean you've asked a bad
question.

* Avoid "questions by the paragraph." Students can't answer a string of ques
tions or a question that they don't understand.

We ask "personal" ("So what?") questions at the third level to help students apply
Scripture to their own situation and circumstances. "How would Paul's instructions work for you?

How is your life situation like that of the Roman Christians? What would your friends do if you
really acted that way? What would you need to make that happen in your life?"

* Don't request embarrassing information or examples.

* Respect opinions. If you don't fuLly agree with a student's response, ask fol
low-up questions, state your own beliefs, and let Scripture speak clearly.

* Avoid "Don't you think . .. " and other opinions masquerading as questions.

Encourage students to ask their own questions. Don't ignore the ones they do ask. You
don't always have to have the answer. Ask for the opinions of others, steer the questioner to an
appropriate resource, or offer to research it yourself.

Applying these levels of questions and tips can be hard work. As you prepare to teach, it

is helpful to write out as many of the discussion questions as you think you will use. Then you
can evaluate them before you use them and grow in your questioning skill. As you write them

out, also make sure that you can answer them-and that you would want to. This kind of
advance preparation will go a long way to guarantee interesting discussion and lots of student
pa rtici pati0 n.

7
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LESSON FOCUS

Homosexual behavior is sinful. Hating is sinful too-including hating those who

exhibit homosexual behavior. Failure to love those for whom Christ died is sinful. God

desires to save all sinners, and He calls us to love them and to share both His Law and

His Gospel with them. He empowers us for this ministry through faith strengthened by

Word and Sacrament.

GOSPEL FOCUS

The Gospel calls us to confess our sinful attitudes toward homosexuals and other

sinners. Through the Word and Sacraments we affirm God's redeeming grace in our lives

and the lives of others. Through the study of God's Word we can learn to articulate a

Gospel-based response to those who say homosexuality is simply an alternate lifestyle.

• •....................................................................

...................................................................

ACTIVITY

Opening

WhatIf· ..

What Scripture Says

Life Application

Closing

SUGGESTED TIME

15 minutes

15 minutes

15 minutes

10 minutes

5 minutes

MATERIALS NEEDED

Chalkboard or whiteboard

Copies of Student Page

Bibles, Copies of Student Page

Bibles

None ..

A NOTE TO THE LEADER

Some of your students may have had a homosexual experience either from sexual

abuse or experimentation. Some may be attracted to and stimulated by those of the

same sex as they struggle with sexual identity. Some may have been "branded" by

peers as a "fem" or a lesbian because of his or her mannerisms.

As you are aware of this, make every effort to speak God's love and forgiveness

sensitively and clearly. Condemn sin, but also offer hope and your personal care and

concern to any who struggle with this topic. Make it clear that you are open to private

conversations on this issue.
g
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On a chalkboard or whiteboard, write these words: fag, fem, queer, homo, gay,

alternate lifestyle, homophobia, gay bashing, gay pride. Ask for students' responses to

these words, both positive and negative. Discuss how gays and lesbians are portrayed

in the media. How has this changed in the last five years?

Begin with a prayer such as this one: "Heavenly Father, You have created us to

love and to receive Your love. But sin has corrupted Your creation, Your creatures, and

the way we express love. Open our hearts to be more loving toward those around us,

even those who have shut out Your Word. Remind us that when we hate others for

what they do, we are guilty of lovelessness. As we remember that Jesus died to redeem

all sinners, let us also remember that He calls us to love all people and to share His

saving Gospel with them. Empower us for this ministry of grace. Amen."

Distribute copies of the Student Page. Direct students to this section. Have stu

dents create groups of three to five and share responses to each situation. After about

10 minutes invite summary statements on each situation from one or more groups.

Help students to separate the sinful action from the sinner. God hates sin, but He sent

His Son to die for all sinners.

Direct your students to this section of the Student Page. Read Romans 1:24-32

aloud. Discuss the questions on the Student Page with the entire class, or allow stu

dents to discuss the questions in small groups. Suggested answers include the follow

ing:

* What are some of the terms used by the apostle Paul to descn"be sinful sexu
al behaviors, including homosexuality? (Verse 24: sexual impun"ty, degrading
of their bodies with one another; verse 25: spin"tual lie, worship/service to
created things, rather than to Creator; verse 26: shameful lusts, unnatural
relationship; verse 27: inflamed with lust for same sex, indecent acts, perver
sion.)

* What does God threaten for people who rebel against His will again and
again? (Sometimes it is easy to condemn a person when we don't know them
personally. Paul condemns homosexual behavior. But he eagerly shares God's
love and grace with sinners who repent. [See 1 Con"nthians 6:9-11.] They
abandoned God, so He may abandon them to their sin.)
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* The apostle Paul says that homosexuality can lead to other sins. How many
other sins does he list? (He lists 21 in verses 29-31 alone.)

* What judgment does God pronounce on those who engage in homosexual
activity? (God decrees in Leviticus 20:13 that homosexual behavior is punish
able by death. Even though people know that God condemns certain behav
iors, they continue to engage in those behaviors.)

* What does God offer to all sinners, including those who have committed sex
ualsins? (Christ died for the ungodly. God's Law shows people their sin and
their need for a Savior. The Gospel pronounces His grace and forgiveness to
repentant sinners who have faith in Jesus Christ.)

* By what power did Paul believe a sinner could be changed? (In 1 Corinthians
6:9-11 Paul implies that some members of the church in Corinth had been
male prostitutes-homosexual offenders. Paul ministered to all sinners in
Christian love. He knew that sinners could be changed only by the power of
the Holy Spirit.)

Discuss the following questions.

1. As a sinner what do you have in common with a homosexual? (Homosexual
behavior is contrary to God's Word. Yet Scripture makes it clear that we all are
sinful. All repentant sinners need to be loved, forgiven, etc.)

2. How would Jesus minister to a person imprisoned in an immoral lifestyle?
(Jesus demonstrated compassion, love, and mercy toward people who
embraced a lifestyle contrary to God's Word. Direct students to John 8:1-11.

Jesus' goal in ministering to the woman is revealed in verse 11: "Go now and
leave your life of sin." Inspired by Christ's love for them, we minister to homo
sexual persons. We seek to lead them away from their sinful lifestyle by shar
ing God's Law. By sharing the Gospel we lead them to a renewed life by grace
through faith.)

3. How can a Christian accept a homosexual as a person for whom Christ has
died without accepting his lifestyle? How can we condemn a person's sinful
behavior, but love the person enough to share God's Law and Gospel?
Determine some practical suggestions, and share them with the group.
(Christians cannot accept homosexual behavior or homosexuality as an alter
nate lifestyle. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we can accept a homosexual per
son as one for whom Christ died. We share God's condemnation of sin and then
share Jesus' forgiveness with the person who is troubled by his or her sin.)

II
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4. What are some practicaL ways to do this? (Answers wiLL vary. There may be
none; accept that this may continue to be a struggLe.)

.~.~.().~.IN.~ ....{? ....~.I.N.lJ!ES).

Refer to the "What If .. ." activity on the Student Page. Have students roLe-pLay

the situations. Remind them to share God's Law and God's Gospel.

CLose with a prayer asking God to enabLe you to Love aLL peopLe.

Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: NIV®



By what power did Paul believe a sinner could be changed?

(See 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.)

What does God offer to all sinners, including those who have committed sexual

sins? (See Romans 5:6-11.)

The apostle Paul says that homosexuality can lead to other sins.

How many other sins does he list?

,'.

What judgment does God pronounce on those who engage in homosexual activity?

(See Leviticus 20:13.)

What does God threaten for people who rebel against His will again and again?

.: .' :

How do you think you would react in the foLLowing situations?

Your favorite cousin shows you pornographic pictures of homosexual activity and

admits privately to you that he is gay.

The footbaLL coach is fired for making sexual advances toward two players on his

team.

You see your aunt on the evening news marching in a "gay pride" parade.

Your favorite teacher is beaten up by some "gay bashers. "

I. hOW ~hOULd i n~~POnd~

Read Romans 1:24-32. Then discuss these questions.

What are some of the terms used by the apostle Paul to describe sinful sexual

behaviors, including homosexuality?

Wh~h jf . "
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