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Introduction 

About the Series 
This course is 1 of 12 in the Church Year series. The Bible studies in this series are tied to the 3-

year lectionary. These studies explore the Old Testament lesson (or lesson from the Book of Acts during 
the Easter season), the Epistle lesson, and the Gospel lesson appointed for each Sunday of the church 
year. Optional studies give participants the opportunity to examine the lessons appointed for festivals that 
fall on days other than Sunday (i.e., Ascension, Reformation, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Epiphany, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). 

After a brief review and textual study of the Scripture lessons appointed for a Sunday or festival 
day, each study is designed to help participants draw conclusions about each of the lessons, compare the 
Scripture lessons, discover a unifying theme in the lessons (if possible), and apply the theme to their lives. 
The Leader Notes for each course provide answers to the questions in the Study Sheets. 

May the Holy Spirit richly bless you as you study God’s Word! 
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Session 1—First Sunday in Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13; Luke 21:25–36 

Theme: Preview of Coming Attractions 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Believers need not despair over the anxieties of the present age. God is faithful to His promise 

that, on the Day of the Lord (Judgment Day), Christ will raise the dead and give an eternal home in 
heaven to all who love and trust in Him. 

Objectives 
By means of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• confess that God has fulfilled our redemption and that He promises Christ will return in 

glory on the Last Day to take all believers to live with Him in eternal glory; 
• find comfort in His loving promise as we experience the anxieties and tribulations of a world 

mired in sin; 
• rejoice in the hope of a better tomorrow as we grow in love and faith and await Christ’s 

coming. 

Introduction 
Our trials and tribulations won’t last forever. God is in control, and He has worked out a 

marvelous plan. No matter how painful and frustrating life may be now, a time of joy awaits us in the 
future because of that which Christ accomplished on the cross on our behalf. 

1. Share a time when your life seemed at the point of despair, and good came from the situation. 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you suppose that we concentrate more on the negatives of life than on the hope of a 

better future? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13; and Luke 21:25–36. 
1. In the Old Testament reading, what words of God give hope to His people in the face of the 

imminent invasion of Judah by Babylon? Who does the righteous Branch sprouting forth from David’s 
line refer to? 
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2. According to Luke, what signs will precede the second coming of Jesus? What is the purpose 
of these signs? 

 
 
 
 
3. Describe the scene of the Last Day. How will Jesus appear and what will He give to all 

believers? 
 
 
 
 
4. How does Paul encourage us to live in preparation for the return of Christ? How does Paul’s 

instruction compare to Christ’s in Luke 21:34–35? 
 
 
 
 
5. What do Romans 8:22–23 and 1 Corinthians 15:51–55 say about our future in Christ?  
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Martin Luther once said, “If I knew that Jesus Christ was coming tomorrow, I would plant an 

apple tree today.” What do you think Luther meant? What would you do if you knew Christ was returning 
tomorrow? 

 
 
 
 
2. Summarize in your own words how the following Scripture passages instruct us to be prepared 

spiritually for Christ’s return: Matthew 24:42–44; Ephesians 5:15–17; 1 Peter 2:11–12. 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Seek one person you know who might be experiencing despair. Share some thoughts from this 

Bible study with that person. 
2. Remember to think each day about the second coming of Christ and how your life is connected 

to this time of future joy. 
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Leader Notes 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study. Others will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members 
of the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one 
group, the second to another, and so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers that they discover. 

Each session divides into four easy-to-use sections: 
Introduction introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture. 
Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in Scripture to their lives. 
Vision provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out 

of the classroom and into the world. 
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Session 1—First Sunday in Advent: 
Preview of Coming Attractions 

Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13; Luke 21:25–36 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. Sin keeps our thoughts focused on the negative as we often find ourselves 

turning inward instead of looking outside of ourselves to God’s merciful plan of salvation. 

Inform 
1. The words “the days are coming” point to the day that “Judah will be saved.” God will bring 

salvation to His people. The “righteous Branch” is Jesus. He is a direct descendant of King David who 
would bring salvation to all of God’s people. 

2. Signs in the sky, unusual activity in the sea, and other signs in nature will occur before Christ’s 
return. These signs point to Christ’s return and verify His promise that He will come again. 

3. The Last Day will be marked by Christ’s return with great glory, surrounded by angels. Jesus 
will come to restore the fullness of His kingdom. 

4. Believers are to live blameless and holy lives as they await Christ’s coming. This blameless 
and holy life is to be marked by trusting in Christ for forgiveness when we fail to meet these standards. 
Jesus expresses the same instructions as Paul. Jesus says, “Be always on the watch, and pray that you may 
be able to escape all that is about to happen” (Luke 21:36). 

5. Even though Jesus has already given believers the free gift of salvation and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, He will complete their redemption through the resurrection of their bodies on the day of His 
coming. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. Like Luther responded, we best prepare for Christ’s return by leading 

active, Christ-filled lives. We live our faith by involving ourselves in activities that point to God’s love 
and grace. 

2. Believers are ready at any time for Christ’s return because they anticipate His coming. They 
live wisely in faith because they have experienced Christ’s love and peace. By their lives of holiness, they 
witness to Christ and bring glory to God. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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