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Introduction 

About the Series 
This course is 1 of 12 in the Church Year series. The Bible studies in this series are tied to the 3-

year lectionary. These studies explore the Old Testament lesson (or lesson from the Book of Acts during 
the Easter season), the Epistle lesson, and the Gospel lesson appointed for each Sunday of the church 
year. Optional studies give participants the opportunity to examine the lessons appointed for festivals that 
fall on days other than Sunday (i.e., Ascension, Reformation, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Epiphany, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). 

After a brief review and textual study of the Scripture lessons appointed for a Sunday or festival 
day, each study is designed to help participants draw conclusions about each of the lessons, compare the 
Scripture lessons, discover a unifying theme in the lessons (if possible), and apply the theme to their lives. 
The Leader Notes for each course provide answers to the questions in the Study Sheets. 

May the Holy Spirit richly bless you as you study God’s Word! 
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Session 1—The Holy Trinity, First Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 1:1–2:3; 2 Corinthians 13:11–14; Matthew 28:16–20 

Theme: Do You Really Know God? 

Law/Gospel Focus 
We often take God for granted or doubt His presence in our lives (Matthew 28:17). Through the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven for these and other sins. As we come to know 
and experience the grace, love, and fellowship of our God by the Holy Spirit working through Word and 
Sacraments, we learn to appreciate and trust God more fully. 

Objectives 
The participants will be moved by the Holy Spirit through the study of God’s Word to 
• acknowledge God’s activity in their lives; 
• confess the times when they take God for granted or doubt His presence, and receive Jesus’ 

forgiveness; 
• give thanks to God for all that He has done, especially His forgiveness through Jesus; 
• share the Lord with others so that they may have these good gifts in their lives. 

Introduction 
If God is unknown to us or we have an incorrect picture of Him, then we will doubt His work in 

our world and our lives, causing us to experience uncertainty and fear.  
1. On a scale of 1 (intruder) to 10 (friend), rate God’s involvement in your life. Explain your 

response. 
 
 
 
 
2. Share a time when you were glad to see God at work in your life. 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Genesis 1:1–2:3; 2 Corinthians 13:11–14; and Matthew 28:16–20. 
1. What was the disciples’ response when they saw Jesus in Galilee? What caused some doubt? 
 
 
 
 
2. What claim does Jesus make that brushes away the disciples’ doubts? How does Jesus’ claim 

affect you? 
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3. What three things did Jesus charge the disciples to do as they were motivated by His love for 

them? 
 
 
 
 
4. What do we learn of God and His power in the reading from Genesis? What do we learn about 

God by looking at His creation today? 
 
 
 
 
5. What are the three blessings that St. Paul lists? How do these blessings affect you and your 

relationship with God? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Make a list of the deeds that God has done for you in the last year. How has He transformed 

your fears and uncertainties to joy and thankfulness? 
 
 
 
 
2. How does God at work in the life of a Christian affect the person’s day-to-day life? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Put your list from “Connect” with your devotional materials and thank God each day this week 

for the items on that list. Be sure to add any new things as you recall them. 
2. Plan one way that you can show the world that Jesus is active in your life this week. 
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Leader Notes 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study. Others will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members 
of the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one 
group, the second to another, and so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers that they discover. 

Each session divides into four easy-to-use sections: 
Introduction introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture. 
Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in Scripture to their lives. 
Vision provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out 

of the classroom and into the world. 
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Session 1—The Holy Trinity, First Sunday after Pentecost:  
Do You Really Know God? 

Genesis 1:1–2:3; 2 Corinthians 13:11–14; Matthew 28:16–20 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. The disciples worshiped Jesus, but some also doubted. Their doubts may have centered on 

Jesus’ person and work. Seeing a resurrected Jesus, they may have been tempted to question who He was. 
They may also have had doubts about what His mission was since He had not come as an earthly king 
like many expected of the Messiah. 

2. “All authority in heaven and on earth has been give to Me” (v. 18). Answers to the second 
question will vary. 

3. Jesus charged the disciples to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching. Christ 
has the authority to give eternal life and bestows that authority on His disciples. 

4. We learn that God created all things, that He created people in His own image, that man and 
woman are caretakers of His creation, and that all He created was good. Although we may be able to 
know a bit about God through the natural revelation in creation, He is fully known only through the 
incarnation of His Son as witnessed by the revelation of Scripture. 

5. Grace comes from the cross of Jesus with its forgiveness and mercy. Love comes as we see that 
God cared so much for us that He was willing to send His only Son to die for our sins. Fellowship comes 
as the Holy Spirit binds us to God and other Christians in one family called the church. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. God at work in the life of a Christian by the power of the Holy Spirit 

working through Word and Sacraments offers assurance in eternal life through Christ’s life, death, and 
resurrection. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  SAMPLE




