
 

SAMPLE



 
Church Year Bible Studies 

Series A 
 

Advent 
Christmas 
Epiphany 

 

 
Prepared from materials provided by Richard Wolkenhauer and Lester Soto 

Revised and edited by Thomas Doyle and Adam Francisco 

Edward Engelbrecht, senior editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This publication may be available in braille, in large print, or on cassette tape for the visually impaired. Please allow 8 to 12 weeks for delivery. 
Write to the Library for the Blind, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295; call 1-800-433-3954, ext. 1322; or e-mail to 
blind.library@lcms.org. 

Edited by Thomas J. Doyle, assisted by Adam Francisco 

Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE: NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International 
Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © 1995, 2003 Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968. 

All rights reserved. The purchaser has permission to create copies of these materials for the purpose of preparing and conducting congregational 
Bible study. These resources may not be transferred or copied to another user. Copies for profit or commercial use are prohibited. No other 
reproduction, storage in a retrieval system, or transmission, in any form or by any means, electronic, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, is 
allowed without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House. 

 

SAMPLE



Contents 

Introduction .............................................................................................................. 5 
Session 1: First Sunday in Advent: Get Ready for Jesus! ....................................... 6 
Session 2: Second Sunday in Advent: Roots in Paradise! ....................................... 8 
Session 3: Third Sunday in Advent: Are We There Yet? ...................................... 10 
Session 4: Fourth Sunday in Advent: Who’s in Charge? ...................................... 12 
Session 5: The Nativity of Our Lord: Appearances Count—They Really Do! ..... 14 
Session 6: First Sunday after Christmas: Always in Jeopardy . . .  
                 But Never in Jeopardy ........................................................................... 16 
Session 7: Second Sunday after Christmas: Saying “Amen” to God .................... 18 
Session 8: The Epiphany of Our Lord: What’s the Big Attraction? ...................... 20 
Session 9: The Baptism of Our Lord: Water and the Word .................................. 22 
Session 10: Second Sunday after the Epiphany: Called Instead of Condemned ... 24 
Session 11: Third Sunday after the Epiphany: The Gloom of Darkness,  
                    the Joy of Light .................................................................................. 26 
Session 12: Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany: God Creates a Humble Heart ..... 28 
Session 13: Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany: Living the Faith ............................. 30 
Session 14: Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany: The Letter of the Law,  
                   the Spirit of the Law ........................................................................... 32 
Session 15: Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany: The Perfect Son of God ........... 34 
Session 16: Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany: Who Cares? God Does! ............. 36 
Session 17: The Transfiguration of Our Lord: Christ’s Majesty and Mercy ........ 38 
Leader Notes .......................................................................................................... 40 

 

SAMPLE



Church Year Bible Studies: Year A Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  

Introduction 

About the Series 
This course is 1 of 12 in the Church Year series. The Bible studies in this series are tied to the 3-

year lectionary. These studies give participants the opportunity to explore the Old Testament lesson (or 
lesson from the Book of Acts during the Easter season), the Epistle lesson, and the Gospel lesson 
appointed for each Sunday of the church year. Optional studies give participants the opportunity to 
examine the lessons appointed for festivals that fall on days other than Sunday (i.e., Ascension, 
Reformation, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Epiphany, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). 

After a brief review and textual study of the Scripture lessons appointed for a Sunday or festival 
day, each study is designed to help participants draw conclusions about each of the lessons, compare the 
lessons, discover a unifying theme in the lessons (if possible), and apply the theme to their lives. The 
Leader Notes for each course provide answers to the questions in the studies. 

May the Holy Spirit richly bless you as you study God’s Word! 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year A    Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 1 

Session 1—First Sunday in Advent 

Isaiah 2:1–5; Romans 13:11–14; Matthew 24:37–44 

Theme: Get Ready for Jesus! 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The failure to keep God’s Law can bring fear, anxiety, and guilt as we anticipate God’s final 

judgment. God assures us in His Word that through faith in Jesus He has prepared us to meet Jesus when 
He returns as judge. We have nothing to fear. Instead, we look forward to Christ’s return as a day of 
deliverance and salvation. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• examine the tension between the biblical warnings concerning the end and Christ’s promises 

of deliverance on the Last Day; 
• rejoice in the blessings of this life and the next as people who have been clothed in the 

righteousness of Jesus Christ; 
• avoid the “Santa Claus mentality” of evaluating human worth based upon people’s 

goodness. 

Introduction 
Already the mad rush to prepare for the celebration of Christmas is underway. We are warned to 

shop early and to count down the shopping days until Christmas. 
1. What other evidence can you provide that you or others are in a mad rush to get ready for 

Christmas? 
 
 
 
 
Though there is much preparation to be made, it is God who prepares the way for us in His love. 

The very sights and sounds of our preparation for Christmas can distract us from the divine Advent call 
that beckons us to celebrate not merely a holiday but to get ready for that holy day when Christ will return 
again to earth, not as a baby, but as a King. 

2. Compare the true preparation for celebrating Jesus’ first coming to earth and His return a 
second time with the preparation promoted when we sing “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town.” 

 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 2:1–5; Romans 13:11–14; and Matthew 24:37–44.  
1. Read the Scripture lessons appointed for this day. Then skim the first chapters of the Gospels 

according to Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Identify differences and similarities between Jesus’ first coming 
in Bethlehem and His second coming. 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year A    Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 1 

 
 
 
 
2. Which coming do you most eagerly celebrate—the first or the second? Why? 
 
 
 
 
3. It is through faith in Jesus that God has prepared you for Judgment Day. How can you “keep 

watch”? Why would you need to “keep watch”? 
 
 
 
 
4. Why do the three readings have such urgency? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Why are so many people preoccupied with trying to date the time of our Lord’s return? For 

what good reason might Jesus want to keep this secret? 
 
 
 
 
2. How can our congregations foster Christian readiness and hope in this day and age? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
Evaluate your preparation for Christmas. Identify some ways in which God might better you to 

celebrate the birth of His Son and to get ready for His return. 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year A    Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Leader Notes 

Leader Notes 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study. Others will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members 
of the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one 
group, the second to another, and so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers that they discover. 

Each session divides into four easy-to-use sections: 
Introduction introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture. 
Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in Scripture to their lives. 
Vision provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out 

of the classroom and into the world. 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year A    Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Leader Notes 

Session 1—First Sunday in Advent:  
Get Ready for Jesus! 

Isaiah 2:1–5; Romans 13:11–14; Matthew 24:37–44 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. The first coming of Jesus came as a surprise to many people. The second coming will also 

surprise many. No one knew the time when Jesus would first come, and no one knows the time when He 
will come again. John the Baptizer preached preparation to the people. St. Paul reminded the Romans to 
prepare themselves for Christ’s second coming. Jesus came first as an infant—humble and meek. He will 
come again as King. 

2. Answers will vary. Through faith we need not fear Christ’s second coming. For in His second 
coming Jesus will take us to heaven to live with Him forever. 

3. We keep watch through faith alone strengthened as the Holy Spirit works through God’s Word. 
We need the faith-strengthening power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word to remain 
steadfast in the faith. 

4. No one knows the time when Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead. The message of 
God’s love for us in Christ is a matter of life and death for unbelievers. 

Connect 
1. The date of Jesus’ return has no consequence for believers. Only unbelievers need to fear the 

promise of Christ’s return to judge. The urgency of the message might diminish if we knew the exact time 
of Christ’s return. Christians might become complacent if they knew the exact time. 

2. An urgency for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ is one way in which a Christian 
congregation can share its readiness and hope. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activity aloud and recommend it to participants. 
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