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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C Pentecost II  

Introduction 

About the Series 
This course is 1 of 12 in the Church Year series. The Bible studies in this series are tied to the 3-

year lectionary. These studies give participants the opportunity to explore the Old Testament lesson (or 
lesson from the Book of Acts during the Easter season), the Epistle lesson, and the Gospel lesson 
appointed for each Sunday of the church year. Optional studies give participants the opportunity to 
examine the lessons appointed for festivals that fall on days other than Sunday (i.e., Ascension, 
Reformation, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Epiphany, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). 

After a brief review and textual study of the Scripture lessons appointed for a Sunday or festival 
day, each study is designed to help participants draw conclusions about each of the lessons, compare the 
Scripture lessons, discover a unifying theme in the lessons (if possible), and apply the theme to their lives. 
The Leader Notes for each course provide answers to the questions in the studies. 

May the Holy Spirit richly bless you as you study God’s Word! 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C  Pentecost II  Session 1 

Session 1—Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 9:9–12; Philemon 1:(2–9)10–21; Luke 14:25–33 

Theme: Wisdom That Seems Foolish 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The wisdom of this world questions and mocks the wisdom of God’s Word. But the “foolishness 

of God” is wiser than the wisdom of man, providing temporal blessings and eternal life. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• renew our appreciation for the wisdom of God’s Word and the value of our commitment to 

faithfulness; 
• give and receive encouragement from fellow believers whose lives are lived in a world that 

questions and mocks the truth of God’s Word; 
• confess Jesus Christ as the “Word made flesh,” revealing to us the wisdom of God and the 

way of salvation. 

Introduction 
A dehydrated traveler came upon a rusty old water pump on the side of a road. The pump looked 

like it might not work. Attached to the pump was a note explaining that the pump needed to be primed 
before it could pump water. Next to the pump was a small jar filled with water for priming the pump with 
a note attached that read, “When you’ve used the pump to drink your fill, please fill the jar for the next 
traveler.” 

1. Would you use the water to prime the old pump or drink it? How is this choice like our 
Christian faith? 

 
 
 
 
2. What expectation does the Lord have of those who have “drunk their fill”?  
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Proverbs 9:9–12; Philemon 1:(2–9)10–21; and Luke 14:25–33. 
1. According to the Old Testament lesson, why do those who reject the Lord tend to be the same 

people who reject advice from others? 
 
 
 
 
2. What reason does Paul give for his prayer that Philemon may be active in sharing his faith?  
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C  Pentecost II  Session 1 
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3. How are Jesus’ words in the Gospel reading affirmation of the Old Testament reference to the 

Lord as a “jealous God” in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:5–6)? 
 
 
 
 
4. In each reading, what is it that enslaves a person, and what is the means by which freedom is 

obtained? What is the only true source of freedom? 
 
 
 
 
5. What aspects of the Christian faith sustained Paul, and how did he anticipate that these same 

factors would affect Philemon? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. What has your Christian faith cost you? Is it possible to keep the costs at a minimum so that the 

Christian faith is not an imposition on our lives? What danger does Jesus see in such an attitude? 
 
 
 
 
2. The imprisonment that Paul faced was part of the price he paid for accepting God’s wisdom in 

place of human wisdom. What price are teenagers asked to pay for such a decision? singles? adults? 
Christians in the workplace? in retirement? 

 
 
 
 
3. What actions in the lives of God’s people evidence sacrifices made for Him? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Send a note of encouragement or support to someone you know who is paying the cost of 

discipleship for faithfulness to Jesus. 
2. The next time you have fortune cookies, save the fortune and compare its wisdom to the 

counsel of God’s Word. 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C Pentecost II  Leader Notes 

Leader Notes 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study. Others will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members 
of the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one 
group, the second to another, and so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers that they discover. 

Each session divides into four easy-to-use sections: 
Introduction introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture. 
Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in Scripture to their lives. 
Vision provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out 

of the classroom and into the world. 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C Pentecost II  Leader Notes 

Session 1—Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost:  
Wisdom That Seems Foolish 

Proverbs 9:9–12; Philemon 1:(2–9)10–21; Luke 14:25–33 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. The thirsty traveler could either drink the water or pour the water into the 

pump, trusting that it would work. Although we cannot conceive of eternal blessings, we have a faithful 
certainty that we will spend the rest of eternity with our Lord as a result of the forgiveness of sins offered 
through Christ’s death on the cross. God’s Word assures us of this eternal gift. 

2. We are blessed to be a blessing. We share that which God has given to us with others. 

Inform 
1. Those who reject the Lord think they are self-sufficient. It is difficult, if not impossible, for 

them to acknowledge their need for advice or a Savior. 
2. The benefit of sharing faith is also for the one who shares “so that you will have a full 

understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”  
3. The Lord makes it clear that He must come before all other loyalties, even the most intimate. In 

effect, Jesus says we must be willing to forsake all and even be willing to die for our Christian faith. 
4. Answers will vary. Jesus has defeated the power of sin. In Him persons may find freedom 

regardless of the circumstances and conditions in which they live (John 8:34–36). 
5. God provided Paul an understanding that his imprisonment was a service to Christ, as was the 

support of friends like Philemon who shared in his commitment. Paul expected that Philemon’s 
understanding of the Christian family with Christ as the head would lead him to treat Onesimus as a 
brother, not as a slave. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. Christ says that in order to be His disciples, people must give up everything 

they own and must devote their entire life to the service of Christ.  
2. Answers will vary. 
3. Answers will vary. Note that these occur as the Holy Spirit works in lives through the means of 

grace. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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