
 

SAMPLE



 

 
Church Year Bible Studies 

Series B 

 

Pentecost II 

 

 

 

 

Prepared from materials provided by Roger Sonnenberg 

Revised and edited by Thomas Doyle and Adam Francisco 

Edward Engelbrecht, senior editor 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This publication may be available in braille, in large print, or on cassette tape for the visually impaired. Please allow 8 to 12 weeks for delivery. 
Write to the Library for the Blind, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295; call 1-800-433-3954, ext. 1322; or e-mail to 
blind.library@lcms.org. 

Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE: NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International 
Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © 1996, 2002 Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968. Manufactured in the U.S.A. 

All rights reserved. The purchaser has permission to create copies of these materials for the purpose of preparing and conducting congregational 
Bible study. These resources may not be transferred or copied to another user. Copies for profit or commercial use are prohibited. No other 
reproduction, storage in a retrieval system, or transmission, in any form or by any means, electronic, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, is 
allowed without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House. 

SAMPLE



 

Contents 

Introduction ............................................................................................................... 5 

Session 1: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: True Religion.................................... 6 

Session 2: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost: Life through Death ....................... 9 

Session 3: Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Saint of the Year........................... 12 

Session 4: Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Aspects of Humble Service.......... 15 

Session 5: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost: A Blessed Union............................ 17 

Session 6: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost: Through the Eye of the Needle.. 20 

Session 7: Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost: A Lasting Legacy.................. 23 

Session 8: Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost: Christ Gives Us Wellness......... 25 

Session 9: Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost: Love . . . ................................. 27 

Session 10: Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost: Trust God for Life ................... 29 

Session 11: Third-Last Sunday in the Church Year: Get Ready! 

              He’s Coming Again! ........................................................................... 31 

Session 12: Second-Last Sunday in the Church Year: A Friend to the End........... 33 

Session 13: Last Sunday in the Church Year/Sunday of the Fulfillment: 
                   The New Beginning after the End ....................................................... 35 

Session 14: Reformation Day: Justice and Love .................................................... 38 

Session 15: All Saints’ Day: The Day Is Coming; It’s Well Worth the Wait ........ 40 

Leader Notes ........................................................................................................... 42 SAMPLE



Church Year Bible Studies: Year B Pentecost II  

 5

Introduction 

About the Series 
This course is 1 of 12 in the Church Year series. The Bible studies in this series are tied to the 3-

year lectionary. These studies explore the Old Testament lesson (or lesson from the Book of Acts during 
the Easter season), the Epistle lesson, and the Gospel lesson appointed for each Sunday of the church 
year. Optional studies give participants the opportunity to examine the lessons appointed for festivals that 
fall on days other than Sunday (e.g., Ascension, Reformation, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Epiphany, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). 

After a brief review and textual study of the Scripture lessons appointed for a Sunday or festival 
day, each study is designed to help participants draw conclusions about each of the Scripture lessons, 
compare the lessons, discover a unifying theme in the lessons (if possible), and apply the theme to their 
lives. The Leader Notes for each course provides answers to the questions in the studies. 

May the Holy Spirit richly bless you as you study God's Word! 
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Session 1—Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 35:4–7a; James 1:17–22 (23–25), 26–27; Mark 7:31–37 

Theme: True Religion 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Sin deafens our ears to the understanding of God’s Word (Matthew 13:14–15). The Good News is 

that Jesus, through His life, death, and resurrection, came to heal ears deafened by sin. Healing and life 
abound in His presence. He reawakens our dead hearts so they respond to the Word and abound in “true 
religion.” 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge that we do not always reflect “true religion” in everything we say and do; 
• rejoice in the forgiveness and restoration of God-pleasing speech and conduct through Jesus 

Christ; 
• identify specific ways we can reflect “true religion” in our speech and conduct. 

Introduction 
1. List some negative statements people often make when talking about the Christian religion. 

What are people saying about Christianity when they make such comments? 
 
 
 
 
2. Are any of these legitimate? Is it the religion or the people who practice the religion that shed a 

bad light on Christianity? List some examples. 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 35:4–7a; James 1:17–22 (22–25), 26–27; and Mark 7:31–37. 
1. The word fear in Hebrew means a heart that is anxious (Isaiah 35:4). What things will 

accompany Christ’s coming that will overcome fear? 
 
 
 
 
2. Compare and contrast “true religion” with what many people think it is. 
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3. Read John 15:1–10. What kind of vine does Jesus say He is in verse 1? If we’re attached to the 
vine, what will happen (vv. 5, 8)? Define specifically what some of our fruit will be according to James 
1:19–21. 

 
 
 
 
4. How is Mark 7:35 a direct fulfillment of Isaiah 35:5–6? 
 
 
 
 
5. Review all three of the Scripture lessons for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Summarize 

in your own words what they say about “true religion.” 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. What makes the Christian religion the one and only true religion? 
 
 
 
 
2. Think about the closest relationship you have.  
a. When was the last time the relationship suffered because you failed to put James 1:19–20 into 

action? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
b. In what way could this relationship improve if you practiced James’s advice? 
 
 
 
 
c. What one thing would you like the Holy Spirit to help you with so that all of your relationships 

might improve? Write it down and pray that the Holy Spirit’s power would enable you to remember the 
message of James 1:19–20. 

 
 
 
 
3. If you tried to tell a friend about your church, would you be able to use James 1:27 to describe 

it? Explain. 
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4. What can you do to offer help to those who are “orphans and widows” and others who need to 

hear the Good News of Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Pray for widows and orphans that they may be sought after by the church.  
2. Volunteer to help at a local charity or on a congregational project as a way of sharing Christ’s 

love with others. 
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Leader Notes 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study. Others will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members 
of the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one 
group, the second to another, and so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers that they discover. 

Each session divides into four easy-to-use sections: 
Introduction introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture. 
Connect enables participants to apply what is learned in Scripture to their lives. 
Vision provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out 

of the classroom and into the world. 
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Session 1—Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
True Religion 

Isaiah 35:4–7a; James 1:17–22 (23–25), 26–27; Mark 7:31–37 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Christians at times can give Christianity a bad reputation. Christianity is filled with 100 percent 

sinners; that is why we are Christians—Christ calls the most wicked of sinners to be in His church. When 
people reject Christianity, it is not always Jesus they reject, but rather a false notion of who Jesus was and 
what He did for all people. 

Inform 
1. Christ’s coming brings hope for all who believe in Him. 
2. “True religion” is defined as God coming to us. False religions focus on man coming to God. 
3. Jesus is the “true vine.” Anyone who is attached to the vine will bear the fruit of being quick to 

listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry. 
4. Christ came and opened the eyes of the blind and unstopped the ears of the deaf. 
5. “True religion” is defined by what God has done for man. The result of “true religion” is that 

the focus will be on God and service to others. 

Connect 
1. Christianity is the only religion based on the true history of salvation. All others are man’s 

attempt to define God and to place Him in the box of human understanding. In Christianity, man is 
rescued from sin and death. In all other religions, man is on his own to search for God. 

2. Answers will vary. 
3. Answers will vary. 
4. Answers will vary. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  

 

Session 2—Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
Life through Death 

Isaiah 50:4–10; James 2:1–5, 8–10; 14–18; Mark 8:27–35 

Introduction 
One of Jesus’ favorite teaching methods was to ask questions. 
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