
 

SAMPLE



 

 
Church Year Bible Studies 

Series B 

 

Lent 
Easter 

Ascension 
Pentecost 

 

 

Prepared from materials provided by Mark Brighton 

Revised and edited by Thomas Doyle and Adam Francisco 

Edward Engelbrecht, senior editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This publication may be available in braille, in large print, or on cassette tape for the visually impaired. Please allow 8 to 12 weeks for delivery. 
Write to the Library for the Blind, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295; call 1-800-433-3954, ext. 1322; or e-mail to 
blind.library@lcms.org. 

Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE: NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International 
Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © 1996, 2002 Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968. 

All rights reserved. The purchaser has permission to create copies of these materials for the purpose of preparing and conducting congregational 
Bible study. These resources may not be transferred or copied to another user. Copies for profit or commercial use are prohibited. No other 
reproduction, storage in a retrieval system, or transmission, in any form or by any means, electronic, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, is 
allowed without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House. 

SAMPLE



 

Contents 

Introduction ............................................................................................................... 5 

Session 1: First Sunday in Lent: Obedience and Endurance through Grace ............ 6 

Session 2: Second Sunday in Lent: The Great Exchange......................................... 8 

Session 3: Third Sunday in Lent: The Heart of the Matter..................................... 10 

Session 4: Fourth Sunday in Lent: A Gracious Disposition ................................... 13 

Session 5: Fifth Sunday in Lent: The Deal of a Lifetime ....................................... 15 

Session 6: Palm Sunday (Sunday of the Passion): The Humble King ................... 17 

Session 7: Maundy Thursday: A Heavenly Banquet .............................................. 19 

Session 8: Good Friday: A Blessed Death.............................................................. 21 

Session 9: The Resurrection of Our Lord: The Great Reversal .............................. 23 

Session 10: Second Sunday of Easter: The Name of Jesus .................................... 25 

Session 11: Third Sunday of Easter: Walking in the Light .................................... 27 

Session 12: Fourth Sunday of Easter: The Shepherd King..................................... 29 

Session 13: Fifth Sunday of Easter: Life on the Vine............................................. 31 

Session 14: Sixth Sunday of Easter: The Language of Love.................................. 33 

Session 15: The Ascension of Our Lord: The Second Half.................................... 35 

Session 16: Seventh Sunday of Easter: The Alien Life .......................................... 37 

Session 17: The Day of Pentecost: The Re-creation of Dead People..................... 39 

Leader Notes ........................................................................................................... 41 SAMPLE



Church Year Bible Studies: Year B Lent/Easter/Ascension/Pentecost  

 5

Introduction 

About the Series 
This course is 1 of 12 in the Church Year series. The Bible studies in this series are tied to the 3-

year lectionary. These studies give participants the opportunity to explore the Old Testament lesson (or 
lesson from the Book of Acts during the Easter season), the Epistle lesson, and the Gospel lesson 
appointed for each Sunday of the church year. Optional studies give participants the opportunity to 
examine the lessons appointed for festivals that fall on days other than Sunday (i.e., Ascension, 
Reformation, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Epiphany, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). 

After a brief review and textual study of the Scripture lessons appointed for a Sunday or festival 
day, each study is designed to help participants draw conclusions about each of the Scripture lessons, 
compare the lessons, discover a unifying theme in the lessons (if possible), and apply the theme to their 
lives. The Leader Notes for each course provide answers to the questions in the studies. 

May the Holy Spirit richly bless you as you study God’s Word! 
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Session 1—First Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 22:1–18; Romans 8:31–39; Mark 1:12–15 

Theme: Obedience and Endurance through Grace 

Law/Gospel Focus 
God requires His people to be obedient to His will even as they face temptation and hardship. In 

Christ, God graciously forgives the disobedience of His children, puts away their guilt, and assures them 
of eternal life in heaven. 

Objectives 
By the grace of God in Christ we will 
• understand more clearly the nature of testing and temptation; 
• see how the love of God in Christ creates obedience and endurance in the lives of God’s 

people; 
• give thanks for the forgiveness and salvation God gives in Christ; 
• remind ourselves daily of what Christ has done for us so that the Holy Spirit might 

strengthen our obedience and endurance. 

Introduction 
God’s Word emphasizes the importance of obedience to God’s will even as we face tests and 

temptations in life. More important than our obedience to God’s will is the forgiveness we receive 
through Christ’s obedience unto death. 

1. What does God require from us in times of testing and temptation? 
 
 
 
 
2. What sorts of things do people experience that cause them, at times, to question God’s love? 
 
 
 
 
3. How was Christ obedient? What does His obedience mean for us? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Genesis 22:1–18; Romans 8:31–39; and Mark 1:12–15. 
1. Describe the turmoil that Abraham must have experienced when God commanded him to 

sacrifice Isaac. How does Genesis 21:12 help us to understand the questions that Abraham may have had 
when God told Him to sacrifice his son? 
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2. What does Genesis 22:5 tell us about Abraham’s expectations of God concerning Isaac? 
 
 
 
 
3. According to Paul in Romans 8, what are two reasons that people may doubt God’s love? How 

does God answer both of these reasons for doubting His love? 
 
 
 
 
4. Compare and contrast Jesus’ 40 days of temptation in the wilderness to the 40 years that God’s 

people were in the wilderness. (Matthew 4:1–11 provides an expanded description of the events in the 
Mark passage.) Compare the work of Jesus throughout His ministry to the work of man. 

 
 
 
 
5. What encouragement does Hebrews 4:15–16 offer us when we are tempted? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Paul indicates that suffering and hardships threaten to separate people from the love of God. 

What helped Abraham endure the turmoil he must have felt as he and Isaac walked those last steps to the 
mountain? See Romans 8:37–39. What specifically can we rely on in times of trial? 

 
 
 
 
2. How does guilt affect our relationship with God? What does God in Christ say about our guilt? 

Look at Romans 8:1–2. What comfort do these verses bring when a person falls repeatedly, even into the 
same sin? 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Look for ways to share God’s forgiveness and love with another person who you know is 

laboring with guilt or suffering. 
2. As you pray this week, thank God for always carrying through with His promises. 
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Leader Notes 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study. Others will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members 
of the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one 
group, the second to another, and so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers that they discover. 

Each session divides into four easy-to-use sections: 
Introduction introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture. 
Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in Scripture to their lives. 
Vision provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out 

of the classroom and into the world. 
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Session 1—First Sunday in Lent: 
Obedience and Endurance through Grace 

Genesis 22:1–18; Romans 8:31–39; Mark 1:12–15 

Introduction 
1. God requires perfect obedience to Him and His commands. 
2. Answers will vary. 
3. Christ has been obedient for us by obeying God’s Law perfectly and paying the price for our 

transgressions against God’s Law. 

Inform 
1. Abraham and Sarah had waited many years for a son. Isaac was an incredible blessing to them 

because Sarah had already gone through menopause. Abraham had to struggle tremendously with God’s 
command because Isaac was his only son. God had also promised Abraham that through Isaac all nations 
would be blessed. 

2. Abraham found strength to carry out God’s command by clinging to God’s earlier promise. 
Abraham fully expected Isaac to come back from the mountain, even if God had to bring him back to life. 

3. One may doubt God’s love by internalized guilt and external suffering. God uses suffering to 
build us up, enabling us through faith in Christ Jesus to be conquerors. 

4. Jesus stands in stark contrast to the Israelites wandering in the wilderness. Where the Israelites 
failed, Jesus overcame. Where we fail, Christ has succeeded for us. In fact, our lives and our attempts to 
keep God’s commandments are characterized by complete failure. Christ overcame our weakness and 
failure through obedience unto death. 

5. We know that Christ’s victory over temptation gives Christians the power to engage in the 
battle against their old sinful nature and, by God’s grace, to overcome it more and more as the Lord gives 
them His strength. When we fail, Christ has overcome in our place, and we can confidently approach God 
for mercy and grace. 

Connect 
1. Abraham relied on the promise of God—that He would use Isaac to bless all nations. Like 

Abraham, we can rely on the promises of God. God has promised us eternal life through His Son Jesus 
Christ, and He will carry out His promise as He did with Abraham. 

2. Adam tried hiding from God in the Garden of Eden when he experienced guilt. Guilt separates 
people from God. Christ’s victory over temptation gives the children of God the power to engage in battle 
when tempted and, by God’s grace through faith, the power to say no to temptation. Romans 8:1–2 
assures believers that we will not be condemned because Christ Jesus fulfilled the Law for us. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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