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Life of Jesus explores the ministry and teachings of Jesus. Each 
study in this series includes twelve sessions addressing topics related to 
the study's theme. Life of Jesus gives Christians the opportunity to get 
"up close and personal" with the person and work of Jesus as they study 
God's Word and discuss applications to their lives with other Christians. 

Life of Jesus uses a simple, user-friendly format consisting of four 
major components: Focus, Inform, Connect, and Vision. 

Focus - introduces the participants to the concepts that will be 
explored during the session. 

Inform - guides participants into Scripture to learn what God 
says about different issues. 

Connect - provides activities and questions to help participants 
apply the truths found in Scripture to their lives. 

Vision - suggests activities for additional growth during the 
week to come. 

Life of Jesus can be used with large Bible study groups, in small 
groups, and by individuals as they seek to enrich their devotional life. 

The accompanying Leaders Guide provides a suggested format for 
study and answers to questions. 

May God strengthen you in the faith as you study His Word using 
Life of Jesus. SAMPLE



Session 1 

READING THE PARABLES 

FOCUS 
When we read the Gospels, we see the wonderful things that our 

Savior has done for us. We see His perfect life, His innocent death, and 
His glorious resurrection. We know that He did all this for us and saved 
us by His work. We see another facet of Jesus' ministry as well: we see 
Him as our teacher. One of the common teaching methods He used was 
the parable. Some of our favorite Bible stories may be parables. What are 
parables? How do we understand them? These are the questions we 
examine in this session. 

Jesus taught people using many parables. What are some of your 
favorite parables? Why? 

INFORM 

Read Matthew 13:34-35. 

a. How did Jesus teach the crowd in Matthew 13? What does 
Matthew point out about Jesus' use of this teaching method? 

Read Matthew 13:33. 

b. A parable is, in essence, a comparison. It uses a common earth- 
ly event to reveal a spiritual truth. What is the earthly event 
used in this short parable? Can you think of other common 
events or activities that Jesus uses in parables? 

Read Matthew 13:24, 31, 33. 

c. But a parable doesn't stop with the earthly story. It points us to 
some spiritual truth. What do these verses say the parables 
revealed? 
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Read Matthew 13:33 again. 

d. While some parables are more detailed than others, they all 
have a main point. What do you think is the point of this brief 
parable? 

Read Mark 4:lO-12. 

e. This challenging passage shows another truth about parables. 
What do unbelievers see in the parables? What might they not 
see? 

f. Since this is true, what do we need to understand the parables? 

CONNECT 
Parables utilize a concrete, earthly story and compare it to a truth 

about the kingdom of God. They have one main point, but are often 
puzzling. Most importantly, we need to read them with faith. Let's con- 
sider these qualities as we study two brief parables. 

Read Matthew 13:44-46. 

a. These two parables have the same point. What is the earthly 
situation in these parables? 

b. Who do you think the people in these parables represent? 

God has richly blessed us in so many ways. He created us. He 
redeems us through Jesus and calls us to faith by the Holy Spirit. He even 
takes the time to teach us more about Himself through the parables. 

Since God has chosen to teach us through the parables, how 
will we react to them? 
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Leaders Guide 

Session 1 

READING THE PARABLES 

SESSION OBJECTIVES 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God's Word, partici- 

pants will 

1. describe the basic characteristics of parables; 

2. understand that we can only properly understand the parables when 
we have faith in Christ; 

3. apply these principles as they begin to study the parables. 

OPENING WORSHIP 
Sing "Christ Be My Leader" (LW 365). The second stanza highlights 

Jesusf teaching ministry, which we will explore in this study. After the hymn, 
open your study with prayer, 

FOCUS 
Ask a volunteer to read the Focus. Before we begin studying the para- 

bles, it may be interesting to see which parables come to mind first. You may 
want to look at the list of Jesus' parables found in the Concordia Self-Study 
Bible, pp. 1578-79. 

INFORM 
This session follows a slightly different format than the rest of the ses- 

sions. Rather than focus on one particular parable, we will look at several 
short parables and at other information that will help participants understand 
the general nature of parables. 

a. Matthew 13 says that Jesus taught the people with parables. Matthew 
points out in verses 34 and 35 that this fulfills a prophecy from Psalm 78:2. 
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b. The earthly event in this parable is a woman making bread. Some 
other common events or activities used in the parables include planti- 
ng crops, fishing, and other daily activities. 

c. These three verses all show that the parables reveal truths about the 
kingdom of heaven. 

d. A tiny amount of yeast grows to make an entire batch of bread rise. In 
the same way, God accomplishes amazing things with what we con- 
sider to be small. Faith grows. Christians share their faith with others. 
Although something may not look like much to the world, God's 
power truly works wonders. 

e. Unbelievers hear the story, but often do not understand its meaning. 
Parables reveal the truth, but the truth might remain hidden from 
those who do not understand. Even Jesus' disciples needed Him to 
explain some of the parables. 

f. If we want to understand the parables, we need to know Jesus. 
Without faith in Him, we might see the basic story, but miss the real 
meaning. This is a vital point. 

CONNECT 

a. The earthly situation is similar in both parables. A person finds some- 
thing of great value and realizes that he needs nothing else. The first 
person finds a hidden treasure in a field. The second finds a precious 
pearl. 

b. Many people would say that we are like the people in these parables. 
When we find the kingdom of heaven, we are willing to give up every- 
thing else. While it is true that we need to place the highest priority 
on spiritual matters, this interpretation misses an important point. We 
simply have not given up everything to gain heaven; instead, Christ 
has. He is like the man who finds a great treasure. He found us when 
we were still sinners and gave up everything-even His own life-to 
make us His. He purchased us with His own blood shed on the cross. 

VISION 
We receive the parables as the Word of God. That is what they are. 

God will use His Word to teach us, to increase our faith, and to guide us in 
this life. SAMPLE


