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Acts 1:1–11 
You will be my witnesses 

(The Lutheran Study Bible, page 1831) 

Look 
Verse 1 “In the first book, O Theophilus”—Luke, the author of Acts, reminds his friend 

Theophilus of the first book he wrote for him, the gospel of Luke. (See Colossians 4:14; 
2 Timothy 4:11; and Philemon 24 for other references to Luke.) 

Verse 6 “Restore the kingdom to Israel”—Many Jews hoped that the Messiah would bring back 
the glory days of David and Solomon to the physical nation of Israel. God’s kingdom 
would come, but not as they expected. 

Discuss 
1. List as many appearances of the risen Christ as you can recall. (verses 3, 4) 

Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene, the Emmaus disciples, Peter in Jerusalem, the 10 disciples in the 
upper room, the 11 disciples in the upper room a week later, 7 disciples fishing in Galilee, 11 disciples 
on a mountain in Galilee, more than 500 followers at once, James, and many at his ascension. Jesus 
also appeared to Saul. 

2. The coming of the Holy Spirit was such a special blessing that Jesus did not want his disciples to miss 
out on it. What gifts would the Holy Spirit give to them? (See also John 14:26.) 

They would be baptized by the Holy Spirit. From what happened on Pentecost Sunday, we see that 
they were given power to proclaim the gospel, a deeper insight into what Jesus had taught them, and 
the power to perform miraculous signs to show that their teaching was true. 

3. What was the mission plan for the disciples? (verse 8) 
The disciples were to preach in ever-widening circles. In many respects, the book of Acts is a record of 
how the disciples did this. 

4. Why was it so important that Jesus ascend into heaven? 
Jesus himself explained that when he went to the Father, he would be in a position to pour out the 
Holy Spirit. From his place at God’s right hand, he would rule over the earth, gather his church, and 
come again as judge. 

5. Explain how the words of the angels were both a gentle rebuke and a profound comfort. 
The angels reminded the disciples that they had work to do. They were not to live in the past but to 
proclaim what Jesus had done for the world. The angels comforted them by assuring them they would 
see their beloved Jesus again. 

Apply 
6. The disciples wanted information about Jesus’ second coming. Jesus said they should focus only on 

what God wanted them to do now. How can we apply this to ourselves? 
We should not worry about guessing when Jesus would return. We should take care of the work he 
wants us to do now, the work of testifying to his grace so people will be ready to meet Jesus when he 
returns. Instead of worrying about who will come to faith, we should simply testify to all what the 
world’s Savior has done for them. 

Jesus told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem to receive the Holy Spirit. 
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Acts 1:12–26 
God chooses an apostle to replace Judas 

(The Lutheran Study Bible, pages 1831–1832) 

Look 
Verse 18 “[Judas] acquired a field”—Judas bought the field indirectly. He threw the 30 pieces of 

silver into the temple and left (Matthew 27:5–8). The chief priests bought the field with 
Judas’ money. 

Discuss 
1. What did the disciples do between Jesus’ resurrection and the Day of Pentecost? 

They met together and prayed. We can imagine the content of their prayers—that the Lord would fulfill 
his promise of sending the Spirit and equip them for their work and that he would protect his church 
from those who had killed Jesus. 

2. Describe the group that met in the upstairs room. 
They were Jesus’ most loyal followers. The group included Jesus’ disciples and the women who 
watched Jesus’ death and who prepared him for burial. It also included others who had been with 
Jesus from the beginning, men like Joseph and Matthias. 

3. Peter knew that a replacement had to be found for Judas. How did he know that? 
He knew it from Scripture. Clearly, the Holy Spirit was working in Peter to correctly remember and 
interpret two passages from the psalms. This shows us that Scripture is a unified book, all focusing on 
Jesus Christ. 

4. What qualifications were essential for the apostle who would replace Judas? Why were such high 
standards set? 

A candidate had to be with Jesus for his entire public ministry. He was to serve as a witness, so it was 
important that he had witnessed the words and events he would tell about. 

Apply 
5. Peter used the Holy Scriptures in verses 16 and 20 to give guidance to the group. Explain how his 

example gives direction to us when we are facing difficult decisions. 
Words of the Holy Spirit are a sure source of wisdom when we aren’t sure what to do. We pray that the 
Lord would help us grow in the knowledge of Scripture so that appropriate verses readily come to 
mind. 

6. We no longer select men to be “apostles.” However, we still call Christians to serve in the public 
ministry. For apostles, Jesus emphasized the importance of being with him and hearing his words 
(John 17:6–12). Read 1 Timothy 3:1–12. What should we look for in our ministers? What shouldn’t 
we focus on when looking for a minister? 

We should look for ministers who “hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience” (1 Timothy 
3:9), etc. We can also recognize that certain gifts are necessary to fill a particular position 
(1 Corinthians 12:5–7). As God gives us strength, we will fight all preferences that stem from human 
motives, recognizing that their witness to the truth is what makes our ministers worthy servants. 

Christians sought guidance from the Word, and the Lord chose a new apostle. 
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Acts 2:1–21 
Miraculous tongues announce the wonders of God 

(The Lutheran Study Bible, pages 1832–1834) 

Look 
Verse 1 “When the day of Pentecost arrived”—Pentecost was a Jewish festival called the Feast of 

Harvest or Weeks (Leviticus 23:15–22), similar to our Thanksgiving Day. All Jewish 
males were to bring gifts to the temple. 

Verses 2, 3 “A sound like a mighty rushing wind . . . divided tongues as of fire appeared”—These 
were mysterious sights. There was no wind. Only the sound of the wind. Tongues of fire 
came to rest on the heads of the disciples, but they only seemed to be tongues of fire. One 
thing is clear, though. The symbolism of the wind and fire clearly pointed to the Holy 
Spirit. See Matthew 3:11 and John 3:8.  

Discuss 
1. The Holy Spirit equipped believers to speak in all the languages their audience spoke. What was the 

content of the apostles’ message? 
They declared the “mighty works of God,” that is, the magnificent things that God had done for all in 
Christ. Undoubtedly, the content of their message was the same as Peter’s words. 

2. Why was Pentecost a good time for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the 
worldwide spread of the gospel?  

Jewish men from all over the world were required to attend the festival. No doubt many Christian 
churches throughout the world were started as a result of the events of Pentecost. 

3. What was the purpose of the signs and the gift of tongues? 
The signs demonstrated that the Holy Spirit had arrived, as Jesus had promised. The gift of tongues 
was given not so much to allow people to understand what the apostles were saying but to 
demonstrate that the gospel was for the entire world. 

4. Peter quoted Joel as prophesying that the events of Pentecost would occur “in the last days.” If 
Pentecost happened in the last days, what does that say about the time in which we are now living? 
Why is that important to know? 

If Pentecost occurred in the last days, we know that we too are living in the last days. We do not know 
exactly when Jesus will return. But we do know that it could be at any time. 

Apply 
5. The prophet Joel not only announced that the Spirit would come in the last days. He also announced 

the imminent arrival of the end of the world (Joel 2:28–32). Where in Joel’s words do you find 
sobering warning for sinners (the law)? Where in Joel’s words do you find certain comfort for sinners 
(the gospel)? 

To know that everything physical will be destroyed is to know that all human effort to find lasting joy on 
earth will be dashed. That humbles and frightens us. To know the gospel—that everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved—is comforting. Jesus Christ, our perfect substitute and Savior, 
means certain rescue when the world comes to an end. 

On Pentecost, the Spirit announced the wonders of God to all nations. He opened Peter’s mind to 
understand the Old Testament and gave him courage to preach about Jesus. 
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Acts 2:22–41 
You crucified the Messiah, but he is your Savior too 

(The Lutheran Study Bible, pages 1834, 1836) 

Discuss 
1. Peter knew that the people had no sense of what they had done. They were not terrified over God’s 

impending wrath because of their rejection of his Son. What did Peter have to do before he could 
comfort them with the message that their sins were forgiven? 

Peter had to bring them to a realization that they had sinned, which he did in a powerful and pointed 
way in verses 22 and 23: God did miracles through Jesus, and you killed him on a Roman cross.  

2. The knowledge that Jesus rose and now sits at God’s right hand is comforting. But how did Peter’s 
listeners handle the message of the resurrection, at least at first? 

Jesus’ murderers thought they were done with him. To know their victim was alive was to realize he 
had the right and power to punish them. Verse 37 says that they were terrified. 

3. After describing the resurrection of Christ, Peter told the crowd, “King David said this very thing 
would happen.” How did Peter demonstrate that the words of David from Psalm 16 referred not to 
David but to someone else? 

Peter quoted Psalm 16, which speaks about someone’s resurrection. Review that prophecy. Peter 
demonstrated who that “someone” was. David did decay. In fact, had they wanted they could still have 
dug up his bones. Clearly, David was talking about God’s Son. 

4. From Jesus’ resurrection, Peter moved on to Jesus’ ascension. Again, Jesus’ ascension is very 
comforting to us Christians. Yet Peter described it in such a way as to strike fear in the hearts of his 
audience. How did Peter do this? (verses 33–35) 

Peter pointed to the signs the people were witnessing. Jesus, who is exalted at God’s right hand, has 
sent them! Peter pointed out that God is saying to his Son, who is sitting next to him, I will “make your 
enemies your footstool” (verse 35). Peter said to his listeners, “That’s you!” 

5. Terrified sinners asked, “What shall we do?” (verse 37). Peter directed them to a wonderful gift, 
Baptism. What could they be certain Baptism would do for them? 

The Holy Spirit had already convicted this audience of their sin (verse 37). With the word repent Peter 
was inviting crushed sinners to trust in the very Savior they crucified, to be confident that through 
Baptism all their sins would be washed away. Through Baptism they would receive the Holy Spirit 
(verse 38) and be saved from the corrupt and doomed world (verse 40). 

Apply 
6. Peter clearly assigned blame and guilt for the crucifixion of Christ to his audience (verses 36, 37). At 

the same time, he said that Jesus was handed over to them by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge. 
What comfort does this give Christians when it appears that the forces of evil are succeeding? (See 
also Romans 8:28 and Genesis 45:4–8.) 

We know that the actions of the wicked will not frustrate God’s will. His will is always done, even when 
it appears the wicked have the upper hand. 

Peter pointed out his audience’s great evil. He told them that Jesus, whom they had killed, had risen from 
the dead and now sat at God’s right hand. “Repent,” Peter told them. 
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Acts 2:42–47 
The Christian family grows in faith and in numbers 

(The Lutheran Study Bible, pages 1836–1837) 

Look 
Verse 42 “The breaking of bread”—While this may refer simply to their custom of eating meals 

together, it likely includes their celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Discuss 
1. The early Christians devoted themselves to four things. Explain how each was important to their life 

of faith. 

• The apostles’ teaching The apostles’ teaching is the foundation of our faith. In Ephesians 2:19, 
20, Paul describes us as being built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. Everything flows from Bible teaching.  

• Fellowship Having things in common, points to the unity we have in Christ. We are one body. We 
work together for the common good. 

• The breaking of bread As mentioned above, this may refer to the joy of sharing a meal but likely 
includes the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. This precious food strengthens us to fight Satan 
and reach our heavenly goal.  

• Prayer Prayer flows from God’s promises. What comfort to know that God will answer our 
prayers! What comfort to know that when we ask for the Holy Spirit, the Lord will give the Spirit to 
us! 

2. Describe the atmosphere of the early Christian church. 
The early Christians met together daily. They ate together with glad and sincere hearts. They praised 
God for all he had done for them. They enjoyed the favor of all the people, who looked at them and 
saw a newfound hope radiating from their faces. 

Apply 
3. While early Christians did not practice pure socialism (there was still private ownership—see Acts 

4:32–35), what were they clearly eager and willing to do? Compare their congregational life to your 
own. In what practical ways might we reflect that early Christian spirit? 

These early Christians were eager to assist any in physical need. As God strengthens us, we can 
keep our eyes open for needs in our own Christian family. Perhaps those with practical skills can 
assist the elderly with home repairs. The youth might volunteer to do baby-sitting for a single mother. 
Individuals may give unsolicited gifts to those who need help. Congregational leaders may publicly 
encourage needy individuals to ask for help. 

4. “Day by day, attending the temple together.” What benefits do you think this daily activity brought 
into Christians’ lives? How might we learn from their example? 

Daily contact with the Word and with fellow Christians would have strengthened faith (Romans 10:17) 
and given encouragement for the daily struggle against the flesh (Hebrews 10:24, 25). Daily instruction 
in the Word and encouragement from Christian friends is a treasure to crave. Technology makes 
contact with others more and more convenient: face-to-face encouragement and sharing of Bible 
truths is worth the extra effort. 

God’s family grew in love for their Lord and for one another. 

 


