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Lesson 1 

The Cross of the Word 

The first three chapters of Hosea are challenging in several ways. First, Hosea prophesied a message 
of wrath and repentance at a time when Israel seemed to be flourishing under Jeroboam. For this reason, 
Luther writes, “The result was that the people thought Hosea was mad” (AE 18:3). Likewise, Hosea has 
been called the “death bed” prophet because he prophesied before the Northern Kingdom fell to Assyria. 
However, despite the incongruence between Hosea’s message and what was happening in his day, Hosea 
1:1 makes clear that the Word of the Lord came to Hosea, a prophet of the Lord. The list of kings during 
which Hosea prophesied shows that he ministered to God’s people between some forty to seventy years. 

Second, the Lord God said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom” (Hosea 1:2). This 
verse has caused great difficulty for Bible interpreters and even has caused some offense. Why would the 
Lord command Hosea to marry a prostitute? Some, including Luther, have argued Gomer’s background 
must be interpreted symbolically. Others agree, reasoning that the Lord would not ask His prophet to 
marry someone such as Gomer. Still others have argued that Gomer had been a prostitute, perhaps an idol 
or temple prostitute, but that Hosea converted her and she amended her sinful life.  

Third, Hosea was not permitted to divorce Gomer for her infidelity. Luther writes, “There is no 
doubt that they considered him a fool and a heretic” (AE 18:3). Even Jesus allows for divorce in cases of 
marital infidelity (see Matthew 19:9). And yet, the Lord used the foolishness of Hosea’s and Gomer’s 
lives and marriage to serve as a picture of His undying love and faithfulness to His bride, His people. God 
took an unfaithful people steeped in sin to be His own. And yet, He would redeem them! 

A Prophet’s Burden 
1. Read Hosea 1. Look at the following passages and see how people received other prophets and 

messengers of the Lord. 
 
Genesis 37:5–11 
 
Exodus 2:11–17; 17:1–7 
 
1 Kings 18:2–4, 12–13 
 
Jeremiah 20:1–2; 26:7–11; 37:11–17; 38:1–6 
 
2. How is the Word of the Lord unpopular not only in the world but also sometimes among 

churchgoers?  
 
 
 
 
Some people object to a literal reading of Hosea 1–3 because the Lord commanded the prophet to 

take an unfaithful woman as his wife. They reason that the Lord would have never commanded this, 



 

because it would have violated God’s qualifications for priests: “They shall not marry a prostitute or a 
woman who has been defiled, neither shall they marry a woman divorced from her husband, for the priest 
is holy to his God” (Leviticus 21:7; see also 19:29 and Deuteronomy 23:17). However, one should note 
two things: (a) while a priest may have also been a prophet, a prophet was not necessarily a priest; and (b) 
there is no evidence that Hosea was a priest. Even if he had been, the Lord’s command for Hosea to marry 
a disreputable person would still have stood.  

3. Look at other men and prophets of God who were asked to do difficult, foolish, or unthinkable 
things. 

 
Genesis 22:1–2, 9–10 
 
Ezekiel 4:1–17 
 
Ezekiel 5:1–4 
Luther wrote that Hosea “prophesies not only with words but with things which the senses feel” (AE 

18:4). As the passages above from Ezekiel show above, the Lord asked other prophets to “act out” their 
prophecies.  

4. How would people respond to these sorts of activities today? 
 
 
 
 

Hosea’s Burden and Israel’s Sin 
5. Why did God command Hosea to marry a “wife of whoredom” (Hosea 1:2)? 
 
 
 
 
6. The Lord compares the seeking of other gods (the breaking of the First Commandment) to 

adultery and to prostitution. Sometimes the imagery used to describe Israel’s transgression against God is 
rather graphic, shocking, and even offensive. 

 
Ezekiel 16:15, 33–34  
 
Psalm 106:38–39  
 
Judges 2:17 
 
Jeremiah 3:2–3, 6–9 
 
The “stone” and “wood” of the preceding passage is explained by Jeremiah 2:26–28. 
 
7. How does such shocking and graphic imagery help convey the Lord’s hatred of idolatry and the 

breaking of the First Commandment? 
 
 
 
 



 

Hosea used the images of adultery and prostitution to show clearly that, when it comes to sin, we are 
not only weak and impassioned, but also that we sin willingly. These images also help to show that we are 
trapped by our sin and cannot escape from it on our own. 

8. Read Psalm 51:3–5. How is the sin we commit in our personal lives and in the Church both out of 
our weakness and willful? 

 
 
 
 

Hosea, the Cross, and Image of One to Come 
In the Heidelberg Disputation of 1518, Martin Luther coined the phrase “theology of the cross” (AE 

31:53). This phrase is in part connected to Romans 8:28, which teaches that the Lord works all things for 
good, even if the situation is bad.  

9. How was it a cross or hardship for Hosea to marry Gomer? What good did the Lord work from 
this? 

 
 
 
 
10. How is Hosea’s rescuing and marrying Gomer similar to the Lord’s rescue of Israel? 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
In the Book of Hosea, Gomer is not only a real person, but also a representative of Israel. Just as 

Gomer needed Hosea to save her from the sin of adultery, so, too, did Israel need the Lord to save her 
from her sin of idolatry. Likewise, we need the Savior, Jesus, to rescue us from sin, death, and the devil. 
Through Baptism, Absolution, the Gospel, and the Lord’s Supper, Jesus continues to seek us out to 
bestow upon us His rich forgiveness and grace. 

11. We most often think of God as our Father, as both the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer direct us. But 
the Scriptures also speak of God or Jesus as the Bridegroom and Israel and the Church as His Bride. How 
might this imagery of our relationship with God in Christ bear on how we respond to temptation? 

 
 
 
 
12. Read Romans 5:6–11. What responses does this passage evoke in us? 
 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Read the Corporate Confession and Absolution found in Lutheran Service Book, pages 290–291. 



 

• Consider this week the good that the Lord has worked in your life, even when the situation was 
bad. Offer a prayer of thanks. 

• Read Hosea 2–3. 
 
Sing or read together “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” (LSB 423): 
 
Jesus, refuge of the weary,  
Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 
Fountain in life’s desert dreary,  
Savior from the world above: 
Often have Your eyes, offended,  
Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 
Yet upon the cross extended,  
You have borne the pain of all. 
 
Do we pass that cross unheeding, 
Breathing no repentant vow, 
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 
See Your thorn-encircled brow? 
Yet Your sinless death has brought us 
Life eternal, peace, and rest; 
Only what your grace has taught us 
Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 
 
Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
With more fervent love for You; 
May our eyes be ever turning 
To behold Your cross anew 
Till in glory, parted never 
From the blessed Savior’s side, 
Graven in our hearts forever, 
Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
Text: public domain. 

 
Pray: Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that He might bear the 

sins of the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant that we who glory in His death for our redemption 
may faithfully heed His call to bear the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 

Lesson 1 

The Cross of the Word 

Theme verse: “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land 
commits great whoredom  
by forsaking the LORD.” 

Hosea 1:2 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• understand that the Lord asked His prophets to say and do difficult, foolish, or unthinkable things 

for His purpose. 
• see that the Lord’s Word can place a cross or burden on His people (theology of the cross). 
• believe that Christ has redeemed us who were without any merit or worthiness of our own. 
 

A Prophet’s Burden 
1. Luther commented that the people who heard Hosea must have considered him “mad,” “a fool,” 

or “a heretic” because Israel was at the height of her prosperity. Since Israel was doing so well, Hosea’s 
message of repentance and judgment did not seem to apply. Similarly, other prophets and men of God 
have been met with skepticism, reproach, and rejection for the message they proclaimed. 

Genesis 37:5–11: God gave Joseph a dream in which his brothers would bow down before him. He 
later dreamed that his father and eleven brothers would do the same. Joseph’s brothers hated him for his 
dream and his father rebuked him. This dream later came to pass: “When Judah and his brothers came to 
Joseph’s house, he was still there. They fell before him to the ground” (Genesis 44:14; see chapters 42–
45). 

Exodus 2:11–17; 17:1–7: Moses’s words and deeds were sometimes unpopular. The events of 
Exodus 2:11–17 occurred after Moses killed an Egyptian, who was beating an Israelite. When Moses tried 
to intervene between two Hebrews who were fighting, the man in the wrong said, “Who made you a 
prince and judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” (v. 14). Moses was not 
received well. In Exodus 17:4, Moses reports to the Lord that the people he led out of Egypt were ready to 
stone him. Rather than gratitude for deliverance from slavery, the people wanted to kill Moses for their 
hardships. 

1 Kings 18:2–4, 12–13: Ahab wanted to kill Elijah for what he proclaimed. Verse 4 notes that 
Ahab’s wife Jezebel had killed many of the Lord’s prophets. The prophets’ message of repentance and 
judgment was not received with favor. 

Jeremiah 20:1–2; 26:7–11; 37:11–17; 38:1–6: Jeremiah frequently experienced the people’s 
displeasure with his message, or even tried to kill him for it. 

2. The Word of God is unpopular with some people in the world. Think of how the world reacts 
negatively to hearing that certain behaviors are sinful—living together before marriage, same-sex activity, 
abortion, and so forth. Consider also how people in the Church sometimes react! 



 

3. The Lord is Lord even of His Law. The Levitical laws were given to keep the people of Israel set 
apart (holy) from the people of the lands. Through Hosea, the Lord wanted to demonstrate that the people 
had prostituted themselves by worshiping false gods. Hosea’s marriage to Gomer demonstrated the 
people’s sin, but also God’s gracious promises. 

Genesis 22:1–2, 9–10: God commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac as a burnt offering. This is 
unimaginable and seems to go against the promise that the Lord made to Abraham of making him the 
father of many nations. Yet Abraham heeded the Word of the Lord. He took Isaac to be sacrificed. Just 
before the deed was completed, the Lord provided a ram as a substitute sacrifice. This foreshadows how 
the Lord would sacrifice His Son, Jesus, on the cross as our substitute.  

Ezekiel 4:1–17: The Lord commanded Ezekiel to “act out” a prophesy. He engraved a picture of 
Jerusalem on a brick and built siege works and army camps and so on around it. Then he lay on his side 
for 390 days to represent the number of years Israel and Judah would be punished. He was supposed to 
bake his food over human dung to show how the people were unclean. The people who watched Ezekiel 
“play army” on the ground and lie on his side for 390 days must have thought he was crazy, just as the 
people thought Hosea was crazy for marrying a wife of whoredom.  

Ezekiel 5:1–4: God commanded Ezekiel to shave his head and his beard in order to weigh the hair. 
One third of the hair he was to burn, a third he was to cut with the sword, and a third he was to scatter to 
the wind. This showed what the Lord would do to Jerusalem. Once again the people must have thought 
him to be out of his mind. 

4. The Lord had His prophets “act out” these prophecies, like object lessons, so that the people could 
see what would come to pass. People today would likely think any prophet was insane for doing the sorts 
of things Abraham, Ezekiel, and Hosea did.  

Hosea’s Burden and Israel’s Sin 
5. Hosea was to marry wife of whoredom because “the land commits great whoredom by forsaking 

the Lord.” God’s people had forsaken Him and His Word. Hosea’s marriage demonstrated this. Hosea 
represented the Lord, while Gomer represented the people of Israel. 

6. The shocking, graphic, and potentially offensive language used of idolatry by the prophets is to 
demonstrate how offensive and serious the Lord considers this sin. 

Ezekiel 16:15 and 33–34: Here the Lord’s people are portrayed as a prostitute who offers herself to 
anyone who is willing. While prostitutes are sometimes victims of cruel and unfortunate circumstances 
and often abused by those who would use them, here this is not the case. Such was the sin of idolatry for 
Israel and Judah. 

Psalm 106:38–39: In the worship of the idols of Canaan, God’s people sacrificed their own children. 
Israel’s depravity included human sacrifice. The Psalm says that they “played the whore in their deeds.”  

Judges 2:17: This passage notes that the people “whored after other gods.” Throughout the 
Scriptures, idolatry is equated with prostitution and adultery against the Lord, who is the divine husband 
of His people. 

Jeremiah 3:2–3, 6–9: Israel’s sin of idolatry is equated with “whoredom.” There are many more 
examples of this throughout the Scripture. 

Jeremiah 2:26–28: God shows the absurdity of calling a “tree” “my father” or saying to a “stone,” 
“You gave me birth.” Here Jeremiah speaks of idols made of wood or stone. 

7. Because of Adam’s and Eve’s fall into sin, all humans are born in a sinful condition. Sin is like a 
hereditary disease. The proof of this sinful condition is death. Sometimes people object to the statement 
that all people are born with sin. These people point to the “innocent” babies. If a baby can die, the baby 
has this sinful condition. Because of this sinful condition, we choose to sin. There are times when we try 
to refrain from sinning but do not. There are other times when we do not try to refrain from sin. 



 

8. Psalm 51:3–5 shows that our sin is primarily against the Lord. Even when we sin against our 
neighbor, we are sinning against the Lord. Verse 5 states that from the moment of our conception, we are 
in a sinful condition. 

In Hosea, the Lord compares His sinful people to a willful prostitute. Because she is in the state of 
being a prostitute, she cannot help but continue to do the things a prostitute does. In Hosea, the prostitute 
also desires to remain a prostitute; her actions are also willful. 

In Romans 7, Paul describes himself as being in the slavery of sin. He says, “For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing” (Romans 7:19). Paul recognizes he has no 
hope apart from his Savior, Jesus. 

Hosea, the Cross, and Image of One to Come 
9. Martin Luther identified the sufferings, challenges, trials, and hardships that Christians face in this 

life as “crosses.” The way that the Lord uses these “crosses” in the life of a Christian, he called the 
“theology of the cross.” These “crosses” in the lives of Christians crucify their sinful flesh and cause them 
to cling to God and His promises. Since the Lord suffered for the sins of the entire world on a cross, 
Christians should expect that there will be suffering in their lives as there was in their Master Jesus’ life. 
Human reason argues against the crosses figuring that if a person has God’s favor, then life will be good 
with few problems. The foolishness of the cross is that the Lord uses these sufferings and hardships for 
the good of the Christian.  

Hosea’s marriage to Gomer brought many crosses and hardships, some of which were mentioned in 
question seven. He also bore personal pain and betrayal due to Gomer’s actions. The text does not 
specify, but it is possible that one or more of his children were not even his. As mentioned before, the 
people must have thought him “mad” for marrying a prostitute. Combining his apparently strange family 
life with an unpopular message, Hosea faced many “crosses.” 

In Romans 8:28, the Lord promises to work all things for good. These crosses and sufferings in our 
lives ultimately work for our good. Faith believes what is unseen. At times, we may not be able to see the 
good that God is working, but we cling to His promise to bring good from our crosses. 

The Book of Hosea does not reveal what “good” the Lord worked for him because of his marriage to 
Gomer. One could assume that his children were some of this good and brought some joy to him. These 
sorts of questions are not what the book attempts to answer. The ultimate good brought from Hosea’s 
marriage to Gomer is to show us how God loves His people who are undeserving of such love and favor 
and rescues them from sin and death in Christ Jesus.  

10. Just as Gomer prostituted herself, we prostitute ourselves with our sin before the Lord. We trust 
in people and things to provide for us and to bring us happiness rather than placing our trust in God. 
Hosea rescued Gomer from a life of prostitution. He loved her unconditionally and undeservingly. 
Hosea’s love for Gomer serves as an image of how our Lord loves us. We are undeserving of His love. 
Yet He loved us and redeemed us from sin and death in Christ Jesus. 

God’s Word for Today 
11. The Scriptures describe the Lord as the husband of His Church. Heaven is described as a 

wedding feast. The Church is the Bride of Christ. Revelation 19:7 speaks of the marriage of the Lamb. 
These images of how much God loves and cares for us in Jesus Christ, which themselves are part of the 
Gospel, enable us to say no to sin and, when we do sin, to return to Him in repentant faith.  

12. Romans 5:6–11 tells how Christ, the righteous One, died for us, the unrighteous. “God shows 
His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (v. 8). This passage helps us to 
recognize two things: the depravity of our sin and the depth of the Lord’s love. Such recognition evokes 
gratitude and thanks! 
 


