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History Date (BC) Scripture Reference 

Jonah preaches against 
Nineveh 793–753 2 Kings 14:25 

Hezekiah repairs the 
temple 715 2 Kings 18 

Reign of Manasseh 
(Judah) 696–642 2 Kings 21:1–18 

Fall of Thebes, the upper 
Egyptian capital 663  

Nahum prophesies 
against Nineveh c. 663–612  

Zephaniah written; 
Reign of Josiah (Judah) 640–609 2 Kings 22–23:30 

Josiah purges the high 
places 629 2 Kings 23:1–20  

Jeremiah called to be a 
prophet 628 Jeremiah 1:1–19 

Fall of Nineveh 612  

Nebuchadnezzar 
besieges Jerusalem 605 2 Kings 24:10ff. 

Habakkuk written c. 605  

Nebuchadnezzar takes 
captives 599 2 Kings 25:1–7 

Jerusalem temple 
destroyed 587 2 Kings 25:8–17  SAMPLE
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An Outline of Nahum 
Nahum is a prophet of comfort who preaches that the Lord will deliver His people from her 

enemies. Nahum is dated within a fifty-year span between the fall of Thebes, 663 BC, and the 
fall of Nineveh, 612 BC. Nahum provides one of the best examples of classical Hebrew poetry, 
exceeded only by Isaiah. The contents of Nahum can be readily divided into two parts. Part 1 
consists of chapter 1, which contains a magnificent hymn of praise describing the Lord as the 
divine warrior. Incidentally, Habakkuk concludes with a similar hymn. Part 2 contains chapters 
2–3, which describe the Lord’s judgment of Nineveh. 

Luther writes of Nahum, “Thus there is nothing else here but the doctrine of faith. You see, 
he is teaching us to trust in God and especially when we despair of every human protection, 
every human power and planning, to believe that the Lord is close to His people and protects 
them against the assaults of every foe, no matter how powerful such foes may be, etc. But there 
is need here for a faith that believes that” (AE 18:282). 
 
Superscription (1:1) 
I. The Divine Warrior (1:2–15) 

a. Poem of the Lord’s Wrath and Care (1:2–8) 
b. Doom for Nineveh and Deliverance for Judah (1:9–15) 

II. The Lord’s Judgment of Nineveh (2:1–13) 
a. Nineveh Besieged and Pillaged (2:1–10) 
b. Lion’s Den Comparison (2:11–13) 

III. Woe over Nineveh (3:1–19) 
a. Woe to the City of Blood (3:1–3) 
b. Nineveh Compared to a Prostitute (3:4–7) 
c. Nineveh Compared to Thebes and Cush (3:8–11) 
d. Final Taunts (3:12–19) SAMPLE
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An Outline of Habakkuk 
Habakkuk records a dialogue between the prophet and the Lord. Yet unlike other prophetic 

books, rather than the Word of the Lord coming to the prophet, the prophet goes to the Lord on 
behalf of the people. Because Habakkuk questions the Lord about evil in the world, some have 
called him “the philosopher prophet.” 

Luther writes that Habakkuk “is a comforting prophet whose mission was to strengthen and 
to sustain the people, so that they would not despair of the Christ’s coming, no matter how 
difficult the situation might appear to be. To this end he employed all means and methods to 
fortify their faith in the promised Christ in their hearts” (AE 19:155). 
 
Superscription: The Oracle of Habakkuk (1:1) 
I. The Lord’s Justice? (1:2–2:5) 

a. Habakkuk’s First Complaint: How Long Shall I Cry for Help? (1:2–4) 
b. The Lord’s Answer: Look and Be Amazed (1:5–11) 
c. Habakkuk’s Second Complaint: Why Do You Tolerate the  Wicked? (1:12–2:1) 
d. The Lord’s Answer: Write Down My Revelation (2:2–5) 

II. The Lord’s Justice Is Certain: Woe to the Evildoer (2:6–20) 
a. Woe to Him Who Reaps but Does Not Sow (2:6–8) 
b. Woe to the Greedy (2:9–11) 
c. Woe to Him Who Builds on Bloodshed (2:12–14) 
d. Woe to the Drunk and Violent (2:15–17) 
e. Woe to the Idol-maker (2:18–20) 

III. Habakkuk’s Prayer (3:1–19) 
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An Outline of Zephaniah 
Zephaniah is sometimes considered the neglected prophet of the seventh century BC. The 

superscription in verse 1 identifies Hezekiah as the great-great-grandfather of Zephaniah. Most 
scholars believe that he wrote before Josiah’s reforms (about 629 BC). Zephaniah provides an 
almost perfect example of the classical three-part prophetic outline: 1. Judgment against Judah; 
2. Gentile Oracles; 3. Promise and Restoration. Zephaniah's proclamation of judgment, remnant, 
and restoration serves as a segue to the New Testament period. He points ahead to Christ’s 
kingdom and the Church. 

Luther writes on Zephaniah: “This prophet is quite simple and clear, since he himself 
indicates the purpose and time of his prophecy. Among the minor prophets, he makes the clearest 
prophecies about the kingdom of Christ” (AE 18:319). 
 
Superscription (1:1) 
I. The Day of the Lord Is a Day of Judgment (1:2–3:8) 

a. The Lord Judges Judah (1:2–2:3) 
b. The Lord’s Wrath against the Nations (2:4–15) 

i. West—Philistia (2:4–7) 
ii. East—Moab and Ammon (2:8–11) 
iii. South—Cush (2:12) 
iv. North—Assyria (2:13–15) 

c. Jerusalem Judged (3:1–8) 
II. The Day of the Lord Is a Day of Restoration (3:9–20) 

a. Conversion of the Nations (3:9–10) 
b. Remnant of Judah Saved (3:11–13) 
c. Song of Victory (3:14–20) 
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Introduction to Nahum, Habakkuk,  
and Zephaniah 

Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah appear in the section of the Old Testament known as the 
Minor Prophets, or “The Book of the Twelve.” All three of these books were written in the 
seventh century BC. There are some interesting features of these books. Nahum begins with a 
divine warrior hymn, while Habakkuk ends with one. Habakkuk deals with theodicy, asking why 
God allows people to suffer. In a way, Zephaniah summarizes the content of all the previous 
Minor Prophets. 
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Lesson 1 

The Divine Warrior 
Nahum preached against Nineveh about a century after Jonah. When Jonah preached, 

Nineveh repented in sackcloth and ashes. However, Nineveh did not heed Nahum’s warning; it 
was defeated by Babylon a few years after Nahum’s ministry was completed. Nineveh returned 
to its wicked ways by trusting in its wealth and power. The city even contemplated attacking 
Judah, the remnant of Israel. 

Judah, the small kingdom of the people of God, was to hear the words of Nahum and take 
comfort that the Lord God would save them. From a human standpoint, Nineveh, the great 
kingdom of Assyria, could easily destroy the insignificant land of Judah. Yet, just as all human 
help and ability failed, Judah learned that the Lord would be faithful to His promises. 

Adversity Leads to Repentance and Trust 
Martin Luther wrote that Nineveh “turned to repentance, the punishment was deferred; but 

such are the hearts of men that when the punishment ceased, so did the repentance. They slipped 
back into the same wickedness under which they had labored before” (AE 18:281). 

1. How do judgment and adversity lead a person to repentance? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How does the removal of all human help, protection, power, and planning drive us to 

trust in the Lord and His promises? 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Wrath and Care 
Read Nahum 1:1–8. 
3. Read Isaiah 13:1. What do the similarities between Isaiah 13:1 and Nahum 1:1 tell us 

about how the Lord works? 
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4. Read Exodus 20:5–6; 23:22; and 34:6–7. In the Exodus 34 passage, the Lord 
reestablishes His covenant with His people after the golden calf incident. How does Nahum’s 
allusion to this comfort the Lord’s people? 

 
 
 
 
 
5. How do these verses testify to the Lord’s power and wrath? 
 
 
 
 
 

Doom for Nineveh and Deliverance for Judah 
Read Nahum 1:9–15. 
6. How do people “plot against the LORD”? 
 
 
 
 
 
7. The Scriptures frequently compare sin to drunkenness. Why is sin like drunkenness? 
 
 
 
 
 
Nahum 1:13 says that the Lord will “break His yoke from off you.” In Matthew 11:30, Jesus 

says, “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
8. How does hearing that the Lord’s enemies will be defeated make your yoke or burden 

light? 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
At first glance, the message of Nahum seems disconnected from the world we live in today. 

The Assyrians are long gone as a world power. Yet we also feel oppression in our lives and are 
comforted by hearing that the Lord will deliver His people. Even more importantly, the prophets, 
including Nahum, testify to Christ Jesus, who has delivered us from sin, death, and the power of 
the devil. Regarding Nahum 1:15, Martin Luther wrote, “In this way we are all convinced that 
there is not any one prophet who did not blend something of his prophecy with the coming of 
Christ and the grace to be revealed through Christ. . . . There is no other passage in this prophet 
which we can take as related to Christ except this one” (AE 18:295). 
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9. Read John 12:3. Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with perfume as an act of worship, quite 
literally finding His feet beautiful. How was this prophesy about the “feet of him who brings 
good news” fulfilled in Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
10. Read Romans 10:15. St. Paul asks, “How are they to preach unless they are sent?” 

Today, pastors are those who “preach the good news.” Why is it important that the Church 
continues to prepare, train, and send pastors into the world? 

 
 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Consider how the destruction of the Lord’s enemies is good news for His people. 
• Pray that the Lord of the harvest send workers into the field (Luke 10:2). 
• Read Nahum 2 to prepare for the next section. 
 
Sing or read together “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” (LSB 766): 
 
1.  Our Father, who from heav’n above 

Bids all of us to live in love 
As members of one family 
And pray to You in unity, 
Teach us no thoughtless words to say 
But from our inmost hearts to pray. 

 
3.  Your kingdom come. Guard Your domain 

And Your eternal righteous reign. 
The Holy Ghost enrich our day 
With gifts attendant on our way. 
Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage; 
Preserve Your Church from age to age. 

 
6.  Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore, 

That they may trouble us no more; 
We, too, will gladly those forgive 
Who hurt us by the way they live. 
Help us in our community 
To serve each other willingly. 

 
8. From evil, Lord, deliver us; 

The times and days are perilous. 
Redeem us from eternal death, 
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And, when we yield our dying breath, 
Console us, grant us calm release, 
And take our souls to You in peace. 

 
9.  Amen, that is, so shall it be. 

Make strong our faith in You, that we 
May doubt not but with trust believe 
That what we ask we shall receive. 
Thus in Your name and at Your Word 
We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!” 

 
Pray: Almighty God, whose compassion never fails and who invites us to call upon You in 

prayer, hear the heartfelt confession of our sins and receive our humble supplication for Your 
mercy. Spare us from the just punishment of sin, which our Lord Jesus Christ has borne for us, 
and enable us to serve You in holiness and purity of life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Collect from 
Day of Supplication and Prayer, Altar Book) 
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Lesson 1 

The Divine Warrior 
Theme verse: “Behold upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings goods news, who 

publishes peace!” 
Nahum 1:15 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• learn that the Lord uses suffering and hardship to drive us to His promises. 
• be strengthened in faith that the Lord delivers His people from His enemies. 
• believe that Nahum was a historical figure who prophesied about Christ. 
 
1. Judgment and adversity are not necessarily one and the same. Judgment is the working of 

the Law. When a person faces judgment or the working of the Law, he or she might despair of all 
hope. He or she might become hardened. Or he or she might repent. This is why the Lord’s Word 
proclaims both Law and Gospel. The Law brings us to repentance. The Gospel proclaims that 
Christ has answered for our sins. In Nahum, the Lord’s people were facing hardship. The 
Assyrians were threatening the land of Judah, just as they had threatened Israel during Jonah’s 
time. The land of Judah seemed to be under judgment, and the people cried to the Lord. 

Christ Jesus has answered for the wrath of God for the sins of the world. When we hear of 
adversity or disaster in the world, we should repent, because we know that because of our sins 
we deserve punishment. At the same time, we take comfort in the cross of Jesus, where our sins 
were answered for. The love that Christ shows us then compels us to help our neighbor in need. 

2. When every human effort fails, there is nothing else to rely on except the Lord God. God 
uses trials and suffering (the failure of human efforts) in our lives to drive us to trust in His 
promises for deliverance. For example, the Lord prevented Abraham and Sarah from having a 
child until she was physically too old to conceive. Every human effort failed, yet the Lord 
demonstrated that He would be faithful to His promise. He gave them a son. 

When things are going well in our lives, we often forget the Lord. We credit ourselves or 
our good fortune rather than thank the Lord for His blessings. When trouble comes to us, we see 
that our human strength has failed us and we turn to the Lord for deliverance. In this way, the 
Lord uses suffering, trials, and hardship to drive us to seek Him and His help and to trust in Him 
for every good thing. 

3. Nahum 1:1 and Isaiah 13:1 contain similar language. Isaiah saw an oracle about Babylon, 
while Nahum saw one concerning Nineveh. The “formula” for both is the same. The Lord often 
works and presents His Word to us using familiar patterns. Another significant item about 
Nahum 1:1 is that it clearly states that Nahum was a real person. Nahum means “comforter.” 
Some scholars have suggested that Nahum was not a historical person but merely a name used 
for the theme of the book—comfort. However, just as Isaiah was a historical person, so too was 
Nahum. 
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4. Israel’s worship of the golden calf was a breach of the covenant the Lord God had made 
with her. The people of Israel deserved nothing but judgment and destruction. Yet in Exodus 34 
the Lord reestablishes His covenant with His people. The Lord has mercy upon them. In Nahum, 
with the threat of the Assyrians upon the Lord’s people, it must have seemed as if the Lord had 
abandoned them or was going to punish them through the hand of the Assyrians. By alluding to 
Exodus 34 and the reestablishment of the covenant with Israel, Nahum is reminding the people 
that the Lord has not abandoned them and will deliver them from their enemy. 

5. The Lord is the divine warrior who will take vengeance upon the enemies of His people. 
He walks in the whirlwind and storm. He walks on the clouds as people walk on the dust of the 
ground. Mountains wither and quake before Him. He makes the sea dry, which is not only a 
reference to the Lord’s power, but also to the way He dried the Red Sea so His people could 
escape on dry ground (Exodus 14:21). The mountains melt, perhaps a reference to volcanoes. 
The enemies of the Lord will experience His almighty power as wrath and punishment. 

6. The Bible provides many examples of people plotting against the Lord. For instance, in 
Genesis 11 the peoples conspired together to make a tower to reach into the heavens. The people 
plotted against the Lord. Certainly, the crucifixion of Jesus was a plot against the Lord. Many 
times, these plots are first directed against His people, His Church. To plot against a child of God 
is to plot against the Lord. To plot against His Church is to plot against the Lord. Individually, 
we also plot against the Lord when we consciously decide to sin. 

7. One aspect of drunkenness is indulging in more. Just as drunkenness leads to more 
drunkenness, sin increases sin. Just as drunkenness alters the mind and distorts reality, so does 
sin. The sinner cannot think clearly about the things of God. Here in Nahum, Nineveh is “drunk” 
and the Lord will destroy her. Nineveh’s powerful soldiers will be rendered powerless before the 
Lord, like a drunkard entangled in his or her drink. 

8. The Lord’s enemies are sin, death, and the devil, as well as those who side with them. 
Christ Jesus has defeated the power of sin by remaining sinless in temptation and the power of 
death by rising again. He cast Satan out of heaven so that he can no longer accuse us before the 
Father. The yoke and burden placed upon us by sin, death, and the devil have been shattered. We 
know that, in Christ Jesus, the victory is ours. Now we bear the yoke of Jesus, which is easy and 
light. 

9. Isaiah also spoke of beautiful feet (Isaiah 52:7–8). In the context of Nahum, the 
messenger who brings news of Nineveh’s destruction has beautiful feet because he is announcing 
that Jerusalem will have peace, for her enemy is destroyed. Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom of 
God was near. He healed the sick, raised the dead, and proclaimed the Good News of God. Jesus 
announced the time of the Lord’s favor. Mary heard the Good News proclaimed by Jesus. She 
had her sins forgiven and worshiped Him by anointing His feet with perfume. 

10. Today, Jesus appoints messengers to go and proclaim His Word and to deliver His 
forgiving gifts to His people. Those called to proclaim the Word of God publicly are pastors. The 
fields are ripe but the laborers are few. The Lord tells us to pray that more laborers be sent out. 
The Church has a responsibility to continue to prepare and train men for the office of pastor. This 
is a God-given responsibility. Without pastors, without someone who is sent, people will not be 
able to hear the Good News of Jesus. 
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