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Introduction 
The Three-Year Series of Scripture readings appointed for use in public worship first appeared in 

1969 in the Ordo lectionum Missae, developed by the Roman Catholic Church. Shortly thereafter, the 
Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship (ILCW) prepared a Lutheran version of this series, which was 
eventually included in Lutheran Book of Worship (1978) and, with some slight modifications, in Lutheran 
Worship (1982). Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal (1993), the hymnal of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, also included a version of the ILCW lectionary.  

In 1983, the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), an ecumenical study group, published the 
Common Lectionary based on the Ordo lectionum Missae as well as the Lutheran and various Protestant 
three-year cycles in use at the time. After significant field-testing, the CCT then published the Revised 
Common Lectionary in 1992, which was adopted for use in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
in 1998 and adapted for use in Lutheran Service Book, the new hymnal of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.  

This revised edition of A Longer Look at the Lessons takes into account the differences between 
various versions of the Three-Year Series in use among Lutherans today and provides studies for the 
system you have designated. The studies offer guidance for personal study and prompt discussion and 
application of the pericopes by adult Bible study groups. 

Two basic principles were followed in structuring the various versions of Three-Year Lectionary: a 
thematic principle and a principle of semicontinuous reading. The thematic principle is generally 
employed during the festival half-year. Readings are selected to emphasize the themes of the festivals and 
the seasons that surround them. The primary reading is always the Holy Gospel, and that is why it is 
studied first in these materials. The Old Testament Reading (or First Reading) and the Epistle are then 
selected to support and enhance the theme set forth by the Holy Gospel.  

The principle of semicontinuous reading is applied especially during the nonfestival half of the 
Church Year (the Sundays after Pentecost). The Holy Gospels of Series A are largely from Matthew, 
Series B from Mark, and Series C from Luke. Readings from John are inserted in all the series, especially 
during the festival half-year. The Epistles also represent semi-continuous readings through particular 
letters. The Old Testament Readings, however, are selected thematically in relation to the Holy Gospel 
throughout both halves of the Church Year. 

The overall purpose of assigning Scripture readings in this way is to provide an annual review of 
salvation history and of major Christian doctrines, as well as to read significant sections of Holy Scripture 
during certain times of the Church Year. Pastors have found these pericopal studies helpful as they 
prepare their sermons and services from week to week. 
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Study Guide 

How to Use the Study Guide 
The Study Guide has been prepared with three goals in mind. First, it provides information 

about the lessons and their contexts. A look at the Greek or Hebrew is sometimes included. 
Doctrinal emphases are pointed out, and the text is often related to other statements of Scripture. 
Second, it asks questions that help the group explore the texts and provoke analytical thought. 
Answers are to be sought first in the pericopes themselves, with other references cited for backup or 
expansion of the thought. Questions that explore the text are just asking “What does it say?” to focus 
attention. They are easy to answer—so easy that people sometimes feel uneasy about stating the 
obvious. Help your group understand this. Don’t spend time on these; just get a focus on what the 
text says and how it says it, and move on to questions that ask “What does it mean?” These require 
more time and thought. Let your group struggle a little if necessary; don’t be in a hurry to provide 
answers yourself. Sometimes, restating the question will help them move to the point. Third, the 
Study Guide encourages discussion and application to Christian life today by asking “What does it 
mean for us?” This is the essential goal of every Bible study. Give your group members time to 
express themselves. Encourage and accept their applications and testimonies. Don’t hesitate to share 
your own views and experiences, but don’t take over, or group members will back off and wait for you 
to do this every time. Fill-in-the-blank exercises focus the attention of the group on key words of the 
text; and these are intended to provide emphasis of their significance in a simple way. 

Make use of added Scripture references—but save time by using slips of paper to assign them 
ahead of time to individuals who don’t mind reading aloud in your group. 
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Lesson 1 

Proper 15 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:49–56 
Jesus taught the crowd about the importance of trusting the heavenly Father and investing 

themselves in conscientious service in the kingdom of God. Now He focused on His own ministry in 
this kingdom. In two exclamatory statements, using pictures of fire and water, He stated His 
eagerness to have His saving work accomplished. 

1. What was ahead of Jesus that would kindle the “fire” that He came to bring on the earth? 
What is the “baptism” that Jesus would undergo? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus said, “How great is My distress until it is accomplished!” The Greek for “distress” implies 

a weight that presses down and pressures. The word telesthe, “accomplished,” points to the 
fulfillment of a purpose, not just the ending of something. It’s the same word used in the Greek text 
for Jesus’ statement from the cross: Tetelestai—“It is finished!” or “It is accomplished!” 

2. Why did Jesus feel such great distress that He was eager to see His ministry come to 
completion and fulfill its purpose? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus then spoke to the crowd about the decisive and divisive effect the fire He came to kindle 

would have on people. We are accustomed to thinking of Jesus as the Prince of Peace. We rejoice to 
remember His promise: “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you” (John 14:27). But here He 
had surprising words for His disciples and the crowd: “Do you think that I have come to give ___ on 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather ___.” 

3. What will be the primary decisive and divisive effect of the fire of Jesus’ saving work as it 
confronts people? (See John 3:16–18 and Matthew 12:30.) 

 
 
 
 
4. What prompts those who reject Jesus to sometimes take it out on His followers in active 

persecution? How has this kind of hatred of Jesus and His Church been expressed in our country’s 
society?  
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5. Where, according to Jesus’ words, is the division caused by the “fire” He brings most keenly 
felt?  

 
 
 
 
6. When situations of tension and conflict caused by the “fire” Jesus brings come into our 

experience, what is to be our response? (See Matthew 10:32–33; 5:38–48; Romans 12:17–21; and  
1 Peter 3:1–4.) 

 
 
 
 
Jesus used the little illustration of the court system to emphasize the urgency of the either/or 

decision that His saving work and His call to discipleship demand. He is the one who becomes the 
adversary of those who reject Him. He will take them to stand before God’s court of justice for 
judgment. Jesus was telling them, “Now is the time to respond positively to Me and the ‘fire’ of My 
Gospel before it is too late for you.” 

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 23:16–29 
Jeremiah was God’s prophet to the leaders and people of the Kingdom of Judah during its last 

years. The political leaders were looking to alliances with other countries for national security, and 
the religious leaders were bringing false assurance that, because of His temple, Yahweh would never 
let Jerusalem be conquered and destroyed. But Jeremiah persistently prophesied the fall of Judah 
and Jerusalem to the Babylonians. Jeremiah assailed the perfunctory performance of religion that 
characterized the worship in the temple. He warned that the political and religious leaders were 
deluding themselves and deceiving the people with their false assurances of security. 

Chapter 23 is one of the great chapters of Jeremiah and of all the Old Testament. In The Word 
Becoming Flesh, Hummel calls it “a false versus true shepherd pericope” (p. 248). It includes the 
Lord’s promise that He Himself will “gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I 
have driven them, and . . . set shepherds over them who will care for them” (vv. 3–4). It reaches its 
high point in the beautiful messianic prophecy of the Righteous Branch of David, who “shall reign 
as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land” (v. 5)—the One who 
will be called “The LORD is our righteousness” (v. 6). This lesson is part of Jeremiah’s contrasting of 
lying prophets and true representatives of the Word of the Lord. 

7. The professional prophets were saying to those who despised the Word of the Lord, “It shall 
be well with you,” and to everyone who stubbornly followed his own heart, “No disaster shall come 
upon you.” What was their basic problem? Is this a problem in today’s Church? (See 2 Timothy 4:1–
5.)  

 
 
 
 
Jeremiah describes the judgment the false prophets were bringing on themselves: “Who among 

them has stood in ___ to see and to hear ___, or who has ___ to His word and ___. Behold, the ___ 
of the LORD! ___ has gone forth, a ___; it will burst upon the ___. The ___ will not turn back until 
He has ___.” 
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The Lord of hosts says about false prophets: “I did not ___ the prophets, yet they ___. I did not 
___ to them, yet they ___. But if they had ___, then they would have ___ to My people, and they 
would have ___, and from the ___. 

8. What was the point of the Lord saying, “Am I a God at hand . . . and not a God afar off? 
Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? . . . Do I not fill heaven and 
earth?” 

 
 
 
 
9. What was the charge the Lord brought against the lying prophets? How did telling their own 

“dreams” to one another make them guilty of trying to make people forget the Lord’s name? 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s message through Jeremiah called the deceitful dreams of the lying prophets ___ as 

compared with the ___ that is the Word of the Lord spoken faithfully. 
10. What does it say about the true Word that it is “like fire” and “like a hammer that breaks 

the rock in pieces”? 
 
 
 
 
11. What does this lesson say to us as Jesus’ representatives for our day? 
 
 
 
 
12. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 11:17–12:3 
Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians who were being tempted to revert to Judaism 

because of the growing threat of official persecution of Christians. Judaism had been granted 
certification as a legal religion by Rome. Christianity was at the point of being declared an illegal 
religion because followers of Jesus were accepting persecution and even death rather than burn 
incense to the emperor in one of the temples dedicated to him. Feeling that pinch, some Jewish 
Christians were leaving the Church and going back to the safety of Judaism. 

Chapter 11 is the great “Hall of Faith” chapter in the Letter to the Hebrews. The faith of the 
patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is signalized. The faith of Moses is championed. 

This lesson holds before us Abraham, ready to offer up Isaac, his promised son, trusting that 
God was able even to raise him from the dead to fulfill His covenant promise; Isaac, invoking 
differing blessings on his sons, Jacob and Esau; Jacob, blessing Joseph’s two sons; Joseph, 
prophesying the exodus centuries later; and Moses, identifying with his people, Israel, hearing God’s 
call, and instituting the Passover—all acting by faith.  
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By faith, the nation of Israel saw its beginnings in the exodus from Egypt. Their passing 
through the waters of the Red Sea was a point of reference many times in Old Testament Scripture. 
By faith in the Lord’s power, the walls of Jericho fell before them. By faith, Rahab of Jericho became 
part of Israel. 

13. What is especially significant about Rahab being in the Hall of Faith? 
 
 
 
 
14. What did Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, and David have in common in their display of 

faith that qualified them for mention by name in the Hall of Faith? 
 
 
 
 
15. Why was Samuel singled out for naming while the prophets who followed him are referred 

to only by “and the prophets”? 
 
 
 
 
The trials and sufferings of the heroes of faith were described in great detail by the writer of 

Hebrews to help the Jewish Christians face their own possible sufferings, if that was the Lord’s will 
for them. The suggestion is something like this: “Are you ready to be in God’s Hall of Faith?” 

16. What is the significance of “All these, though commended through their faith, did not 
receive what was promised”? 

 
 
 
 
17. What was the “something better” that “God had provided” for the Jewish Christians to 

whom this was written? How would that also make the heroes of faith in Old Testament times 
“perfect” or complete? 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 12 is built on chapter 11, just as a Christian life of discipleship is built on the 

foundation of faith in Jesus Christ. The surrounding “cloud of witnesses,” those mentioned in the 
Hall of Faith chapter, made faith in God’s covenant promise the overriding value in life and would 
not settle for less. Pointing to them, the writer of Hebrews said to Jewish Christians who knew the 
fulfillment of the covenant in Jesus Christ: “Let us ___, and let us ___.”  

18. Whose example does Hebrews hold out as motivation for our running the race? What was 
the “joy that was set before Him” that motivated Jesus to endure the cross and win the victory God 
sent Him to win? 
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Leader Guide 

How to Use the Leader Guide 
Put in time and effort to make these thoughts your own. Notes on your Study Guide will help 

you remember them in class. If you think a point is stated particularly well in the Leader Guide, you 
may want to quote it, but do not use the Leader Guide continually as the last word. Your group’s 
ideas about themes and emphases and applications may differ from those in the Leader Guide. 
That’s okay; explore their insights. Since each study is a unit in itself, you may easily use substitute 
leaders. Provide them with a Study Guide and Leader Guide, along with instructions for their use, 
well in advance. 

Each lesson in the Leader Guide begins with the collect assigned for the day. You may use this 
prayer or another prayer suitable for your needs to begin your study. Suggested also are the hymns 
and songs, listed topically in the index of Lutheran Service Book, appropriate for the season or day. 
The index begins on page 993. 
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Lesson 1 

Proper 15 
Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of 

Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with 
thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His 

way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:49–56 
1. What would kindle the fire that Jesus came to bring on earth was the completion of His 

ministry in His suffering and death on the cross. This central event of human history would become 
crucial for everyone as it confronted people with the Good News of salvation to be found only in 
Him. It is a fire that divides humanity into believer or unbeliever. The “baptism” that Jesus would 
undergo also referred to His suffering and death for our sins. Jesus used “baptism” in the same way 
on another occasion in His interaction with James and John (see Mark 10:35–40). 

2. Jesus felt pressure to bring His ministry to its completion, not just so the painful experience 
ahead of Him would be over, but so that its purpose, the salvation of sinners, might be once for all 
accomplished and the process begin through which people from every nation would be rescued for 
new life in Him.  

Fill-in answers: Jesus said, “Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division.” 

3. The primary effect of the fire of Jesus’ saving work is that it divides on the basis of reaction 
to Jesus, the either/or figure of human history. The message of Jesus Christ as mankind’s Savior and 
Lord confronts every individual who hears it with the need to decide about Him. Harvey Cox said 
with good insight, “Not to decide is to decide.” The one who believes and follows Jesus has 
salvation; the one who doesn’t believe brings condemnation on himself because he rejects God’s 
means of salvation. For many, the message of salvation through the cross of Christ is foolishness. 
Jews stumbled over the Messiah’s dying the shameful death of crucifixion; Greeks thought the 
whole idea of God having His Son suffer the consequences of our sins so we can be free of them was 
illogical. But for those being saved, the message of the cross is the power and wisdom of God (see  
1 Corinthians 1:18–25). Only one as destiny-deciding as the Son of God could say, “Whoever is not 
with Me is against Me” (Luke 11:23). 

4. Jesus’ claim to be the Savior is easily rejected by a proud humanity, which prefers a do-it-
yourself religion, if any religion at all. This rejection of Jesus, who condemns sin and proud self-
determination, is experienced also by His faithful followers when they proclaim His message of 
repentance and forgiveness (see John 15:18–21). This hatred of Jesus has not produced active 
persecution of Christians in our society because ours is a deliberately pluralistic society. The U.S. 
Constitution guarantees religious freedom. In our society, the hatred of Jesus is expressed in ridicule 
of those who give a clear testimony to Jesus as God and Savior and who take a firm stand on biblical 
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principles for living. In the world of politics and media, “Christian right” has become a term of 
derision. There is negative reaction to any suggestion of condemnation of permissive sexual 
immorality or abortion on demand.  

5. The division caused by allegiance to Jesus is most keenly felt in a family circle, when some 
are Christians and others are not. Ties to loved ones may indeed produce situations that conflict 
with loyalty to Christ. Jews or Muslims who become Christians are frequently cut off and shunned 
by their families. 

6. The Scripture references that describe the proper response to situations of tension and 
conflict because of Jesus’ fire call for continued confession of Jesus as Lord and Savior (Matthew 
10:32–33); praying for, doing good to, and turning the other cheek to those who may be antagonistic 
to us (5:38–48); turning the matter over to God for His action in dealing with our antagonists 
(Romans 12:17–21); and being winsome in the way we conduct our lives in relation to them (1 Peter 
3:1–4). 

 
The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 23:16–29 

7. The basic problem of the false prophets was that they wanted to be popular with the people 
by bringing them a word of good news instead of the word of judgment for their sins. The 
temptation to scratch itchy ears is always with us. A “feel good” message may make a prophet or a 
preacher very popular among those who sentimentalize the Word of the Lord, and he may attract a 
large following, but our Lord has called His preachers to proclaim “repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins” (Luke 3:3) in His name. That always begins with acknowledging God’s truth about us and 
ends up at the cross of Jesus with the truth about God. 

Fill-in answers: Jeremiah describes the judgment the false prophets were bringing on 
themselves: “Who among them has stood in the council of the Lord to see and to hear His word, or 
who has paid attention to His word and listened? Behold, the storm of the LORD! Wrath has gone 
forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the LORD will not 
turn back until He has executed and accomplished the intents of His heart.” 

The Lord of hosts says about false prophets: “I did not send the prophets, yet they ran. I did not 
speak to them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in My council, then they would have 
proclaimed My words to My people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, and 
from the evil of their deeds. 

8. The Lord’s words through Jeremiah emphasized that He is not a localized God with 
influence in only a limited area—a view that was common in that time of multiplicity of pagan gods. 
He was letting the false prophets know that they were not dealing with one whom they could 
deceive or from whom they could hide. He fills heaven and earth. He is all-knowing and is present 
everywhere. 

9. The Lord charged the false prophets with prophesying lies in His name. It was bad enough 
that they were dreaming their own dreams and telling them to one another as a source of false 
assurance, but they were claiming that their dreams were from the Lord! In telling their dreams to 
one another, they were calling attention to themselves and their messages—thus misdirecting the 
people and their leaders. Instead of supporting Jeremiah’s warning and call to repentance, they were 
telling the people and the leaders what they wanted to hear—the “messages” they dreamed up. 
Hearing such reassurances, the people were forgetting the Lord and His Word. 

Fill-in answers: The Lord’s message through Jeremiah called the deceitful dreams of the lying 
prophets straw as compared with the wheat that is the Word of the Lord spoken faithfully. 

10. Inherent to the true Word is the Spirit-power to bring to pass what He has spoken. Like fire, 
it consumes or it purifies. Like a hammer, it crushes or breaks down the rock walls of hypocrisy and 
resistance to His will. 
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11. This lesson surely lays on us the responsibility to be true representatives of God by speaking 
His Word of truth faithfully. There is also the assurance that when we proclaim His Word of truth, it 
will have the power to accomplish His purposes. 

12. The obvious tie with the Holy Gospel is the Lord saying through Jeremiah that His Word is 
like fire, just as Jesus was eager to have the fire of the message of the cross kindled on the earth. 

 
The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 11:17–12:3 

13. Rahab was a pagan and a prostitute when she saw that Israel’s Lord was going to give 
Jericho into Israel’s hands. She assured her future by furthering that cause, befriending and saving 
the lives of Israel’s spies, and became part of Israel. She later married Salmon and became the 
mother of Boaz, the grandmother of Jesse, the great-grandmother of David—an ancestor of the 
Messiah (see Matthew 1:5). 

14. All were the Lord’s instruments in defeating Israel’s enemies and establishing the Lord’s 
authority among the people of Israel (vv. 33–34). Gideon defeated the Midianites with his army of 
300 men (Judges 7). At Deborah’s urging, Barak fought and defeated the Canaanites, and Sisera 
their commander was executed by a woman, Jael (Judges 4). Samson defeated the Philistines, killing 
more in his death than during his life (Judges 16). Jephthah defeated the Ammonites and is 
remembered for the rash vow that cost him his daughter’s life (Judges 11). David, Israel’s great king, 
defeated Israel’s enemies and consolidated the kingdom (2 Samuel 5). 

15. There were others through whom the Lord spoke to His people who predated Samuel, but 
Samuel, who was one of the judges as well as a prophet, became the first prophet officially 
recognized (1 Samuel 3:20–21). He was the obvious choice to introduce the prophets in the Hall of 
Faith. 

16. “What was promised” had not yet come during their time on earth. The true fulfillment of 
the promise for all of God’s people is found in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

 17. The Old Testament believers were constantly looking forward in faith to the full 
redemption God had promised, but it was always a looking forward for them. For New Testament 
believers, including us, Jesus Christ has made perfect and complete the promises of God and 
validated the faith of all who believe in Him, including those who did not live to see the day of His 
coming. The gift that was promised has been received. 

 Fill-in answers: The writer of Hebrews said to Jewish Christians who knew the fulfillment of 
the covenant in Jesus Christ: “Let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith.” 

Some “weights” and “clinging sins” in our present culture are these: the materialistic pursuit of 
more and better things and the recreational pursuit of more and better fun that compete with 
Christian management of life to provide more and better service to God and our fellow man; the 
permissive attitude toward sexual immorality and its pervasiveness in the entertainment media, 
which influences our attitudes and actions; the casual, social use of addictive drugs, alcohol, and 
tobacco, entangling also unwary Christians; the growing acceptance of violent behavior, possibly 
leading us to surprising displays of violence. You and your group may add other examples. 

18. Hebrews points to the paramount example of Jesus, who “endured the cross, despising the 
shame” so He could win the race marked out for Him. He, of course, is more than an example. He 
ran as God’s Savior from sin and hell—and He ran the race for us, on our behalf! The joy set before 
Jesus was His exaltation to God’s right hand, but more than that, it was the celebration of the 
salvation of lost sinners, our restoration to a living relationship with God as our heavenly Father (see 
John 17:24–26). 
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