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Introduction 
The Three-Year Series of Scripture readings appointed for use in public worship first appeared in 

1969 in the Ordo lectionum Missae, developed by the Roman Catholic Church. Shortly thereafter, the 
Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship (ILCW) prepared a Lutheran version of this series, which was 
eventually included in Lutheran Book of Worship (1978) and, with some slight modifications, in Lutheran 
Worship (1982). Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal (1993), the hymnal of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, also included a version of the ILCW lectionary.  

In 1983, the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), an ecumenical study group, published the 
Common Lectionary based on the Ordo lectionum Missae as well as the Lutheran and various Protestant 
three-year cycles in use at the time. After significant field-testing, the CCT then published the Revised 
Common Lectionary in 1992, which was adopted for use in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
in 1998 and adapted for use in Lutheran Service Book, the new hymnal of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.  

This revised edition of A Longer Look at the Lessons takes into account the differences between 
various versions of the Three-Year Series in use among Lutherans today and provides studies for the 
system you have designated. The studies offer guidance for personal study and prompt discussion and 
application of the pericopes by adult Bible study groups. 

Two basic principles were followed in structuring the various versions of Three-Year Lectionary: a 
thematic principle and a principle of semicontinuous reading. The thematic principle is generally 
employed during the festival half-year. Readings are selected to emphasize the themes of the festivals and 
the seasons that surround them. The primary reading is always the Holy Gospel, and that is why it is 
studied first in these materials. The Old Testament Reading (or First Reading) and the Epistle are then 
selected to support and enhance the theme set forth by the Holy Gospel.  

The principle of semicontinuous reading is applied especially during the nonfestival half of the 
Church Year (the Sundays after Pentecost). The Holy Gospels of Series A are largely from Matthew, 
Series B from Mark, and Series C from Luke. Readings from John are inserted in all the series, especially 
during the festival half-year. The Epistles also represent semi-continuous readings through particular 
letters. The Old Testament Readings, however, are selected thematically in relation to the Holy Gospel 
throughout both halves of the Church Year. 

The overall purpose of assigning Scripture readings in this way is to provide an annual review of 
salvation history and of major Christian doctrines, as well as to read significant sections of Holy Scripture 
during certain times of the Church Year. Pastors have found these pericopal studies helpful as they 
prepare their sermons and services from week to week. SAMPLE
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Study Guide 

How to Use the Study Guide 
The Study Guide has been prepared with three goals in mind. First, it provides information 

about the lessons and their contexts. A look at the Greek or Hebrew is sometimes included. 
Doctrinal emphases are pointed out, and the text is often related to other statements of Scripture. 
Second, it asks questions that help the group explore the texts and provoke analytical thought. 
Answers are to be sought first in the pericopes themselves, with other references cited for backup or 
expansion of the thought. Questions that explore the text are just asking “What does it say?” to focus 
attention. They are easy to answer—so easy that people sometimes feel uneasy about stating the 
obvious. Help your group understand this. Don’t spend time on these; just get a focus on what the 
text says and how it says it, and move on to questions that ask “What does it mean?” These require 
more time and thought. Let your group struggle a little if necessary; don’t be in a hurry to provide 
answers yourself. Sometimes, restating the question will help them move to the point. Third, the 
Study Guide encourages discussion and application to Christian life today by asking “What does it 
mean for us?” This is the essential goal of every Bible study. Give your group members time to 
express themselves. Encourage and accept their applications and testimonies. Don’t hesitate to share 
your own views and experiences, but don’t take over, or they will back off and wait for you to do this 
every time. Fill-in-the-blank exercises focus the attention of the group on key words of the text, and 
they are intended to provide emphasis of their significance in a simple way. 

Make use of added Scripture references—but save time by using slips of paper to assign them 
ahead of time to individuals who don’t mind reading aloud in your group. 
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Lesson 1 

First Sunday in Advent 
With this First Sunday in Advent, a new Church Year begins and we swing back to the festival 

half-year. Advent means “coming.” Advent prepares us for the celebration of our Lord’s coming as 
the Babe of Bethlehem but bids us think also of His coming into our hearts and lives and of His 
ultimate coming as Judge at the end of the age. 

The Gospel of Luke will provide most of the Holy Gospels for Series C. Luke and its 
companion volume, the Acts of the Apostles, were written for Gentile readers. They were addressed 
to a “most excellent Theophilus” (Luke 1:3; see also Acts 1:1)—evidently a Greek man of some 
standing. Perhaps he sponsored Luke and contributed to the expense of copying and distributing his 
writings. Luke was a Greek physician, probably a “God-fearer” who had been led to Christ by Paul 
at the synagogue in Troas and then joined Paul’s company as his personal physician and assistant. 
Luke evidently researched the materials for his Gospel while Paul was imprisoned at Caesarea. He 
no doubt interviewed Mary, the mother of Jesus, and thus was able to provide the details we love 
and appreciate so much about the annunciation and the birth of our Lord. 

 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 19:28–40 

The “fullness of time” (Galatians 4:4) into which God sent His Son was a time of political and 
religious ferment among the Jews. Zealots were carrying out guerrilla warfare against Rome, some 
of their leaders even claiming to be the long-awaited Messiah. General expectations of the coming of 
the Promised One were high. John the Baptist’s brief but fiery ministry as the voice in the desert had 
intensified the hope. For most Jews the political and the religious combined to kindle a hope for 
restoration of the kingdom of David and the glory of Israel. The situation was ready-made to 
produce the kind of popular demonstration that accompanied Jesus’ deliberate fulfillment of 
Zechariah’s prophecy of the meek King coming to Jerusalem. In turn, it would be the catalyst that 
would precipitate His arrest and condemnation and execution. 

1. Why were the owners so ready to let the Lord use the animal? How does Jesus say His “The 
Lord has need of it” to us today? 

 
 
 
 
The disciples prepared the colt appropriately with their outer robes. They and the others with 

them began to catch the spirit of the occasion and carpeted the path with their cloaks. Finding that 
Jesus was finally asserting Himself as they had hoped He would, the growing crowd praised God for 
all the miracles they had seen. Psalms 113–118 provided the Hallel that was sung as part of the 
Passover. Now some of their key phrases were chanted by those heralding Jesus’ coming and those 
welcoming Him. 

SAMPLE



 

Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV™. 
8 

2. “Blessed is the king” was definitely messianic in its thrust. “In the name of the Lord” meant 
more than just “as the Lord’s representative” but signified the One who was bringing the “name,” 
the revelation, of Yahweh. How was this use of Psalm 118:26 especially appropriate on this 
occasion?  

 
 
 
 
3. Jesus’ deliberate fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy prompted the crowd to shout, “Peace in 

heaven and glory in the highest!” What expectations are seen in their acknowledging Jesus as the 
promised King?  

 
 
 
 
4. Why did the Pharisees tell Jesus to rebuke His disciples for this display? 
 
 
 
 
5. How did Jesus show that what was being set in motion by His declaring Himself and by the 

crowd’s acknowledgment of Him was inevitably the will of God? 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 33:14–16 
Jeremiah was God’s spokesman to Judah during the last years before the Babylonian exile. His 

unpopular message, which was rejected by the nation’s leaders and most of the people, was that 
God’s judgment against their faithlessness would bring unavoidable conquest by Babylon and exile 
in that foreign land. But there was also a message of hope: a remnant would return. 

These verses are part of a section of oracles that promise that restoration. Note that the Lord’s 
solemn declaration extends His promise to both the house of Israel and the house of Judah. Israel, 
the Northern Kingdom, had been removed from the scene more than a century earlier by the 
conquering Assyrians. Jeremiah was the Lord’s prophet to Judah, but this was promising that “all of 
God’s people” would be rescued.  

Some scholars feel that the phrase “a righteous Branch” had developed into a frequently used 
messianic term by Jeremiah’s time. It pictured David as the roots, his dynasty as the tree, and the 
promised Messiah as the righteous Branch who would grow out of the tree. 

6. What “fruit” did Jeremiah say this righteous Branch would produce? 
 
 
 
 
The name given the righteous Branch is a play on the name Zedekiah. Zidqiyahu means 

“Yahweh is my righteousness (or salvation).” This name was placed on Mattaniah, the uncle of 
King Jehoiakim of Judah, when the king was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and his 
kingdom made a vassal state under Babylon—to be ruled by Mattaniah (Zedekiah) as Babylon’s 
puppet. The name, as it was worn by one dominated by Nebuchadnezzar, derisively scorned 
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Yahweh and His promises to save His people. As he “ruled” in Jerusalem, Zedekiah was to be living 
evidence that Babylon and its gods evidently were stronger than Yahweh. After ten years as puppet 
king, Zedekiah foolishly broke his oath of fealty and rebelled, joining Egypt in fighting Babylon. The 
Babylonian armies returned and laid siege to Jerusalem. Zedekiah led his troops out at night in an 
escape attempt but was pursued and defeated and captured. His sons were executed in his presence, 
he was blinded, he and others were carried into exile, and the city and the beautiful temple of 
Solomon were leveled to the ground. Jeremiah’s Messianic oracle, however, boldly used a version of 
Zedekiah’s name, Yahweh-zidqenu. The play on words was a kind of “he who laughs last laughs best” 
way of insisting that it would ultimately be true that “Yahweh is our righteousness.”  

7. How does this name, given prophetically to the promised righteous Branch, the Messiah, 
speak significantly to our faith? 

 
 
 
8. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
Luke’s record in Acts of Paul’s work in Thessalonica is very brief, but Paul’s letters to the 

Church there, written from Corinth, indicate that he may have been able to work there for several 
months before antagonistic Jews stirred up the populace against him and forced his departure. Paul 
was concerned about how the new Christians of Thessalonica would stand up under the pressure 
that was being brought against them. He wanted to visit them but was unable to do so, so he sent 
Timothy to see how they were doing. In the verses preceding this pericope he mentioned Timothy’s 
encouraging report; he brought them “the good news of your faith and love” (3:6). And he added, 
“Now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord” (3:8). Paul congratulated them and praised the 
Lord that they had become “an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia” (1:7). 

9. How did Paul show his deep personal love for these Gentile Christians? How did he show 
his continuing concern for them in their life in Christ? 

 
 
 
 
Paul blessed the Thessalonian Christians with three “May God” statements: 
• “May our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you.”  
• “May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all.”  
• “So that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before God our Father, at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.”  
10. What did each of these statements say to the Thessalonian Christians? 
 
 
 
 
11. What do each of these statements say to us for our Advent preparation? 
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Leader Guide 

How to Use the Leader Guide 
Put in time and effort to make these thoughts your own. Notes on your Study Guide will help 

you remember them in class. If you think a point is stated particularly well in the Leader Guide, you 
may want to quote it, but do not use the Leader Guide continually as the last word. Your group’s 
ideas about themes and emphases and applications may differ from those in the Leader Guide. 
That’s okay; explore their insights. Since each study is a unit in itself, you may easily use substitute 
leaders. Provide them with a Study Guide and Leader Guide, along with instructions for their use, 
well in advance. 

Each lesson in the Leader Guide begins with the collect assigned for the day. You may use this 
prayer or another prayer suitable for your needs to begin your study. Suggested also are the hymns 
and songs, listed topically in the index of Lutheran Service Book, appropriate for the season or day. 
The index begins on page 993. 
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Lesson 1 

First Sunday in Advent 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 

Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 19:28–40 
1. The village of Bethphage was near Bethany, both situated just over the crest of the Mount of 

Olives to the east of Jerusalem. The residents of Bethphage surely had been impressed and 
influenced by the recent raising of Lazarus from the dead in nearby Bethany. In recording that event, 
John concluded, “Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put 
their faith in Him.” The owners of the colt were some of these and readily responded when told, 
“The Lord has need of it.” 

Jesus says His “The Lord has need of it” to us regarding our time, our abilities, our money and 
possessions, and our lives. He is the One who has given us all we have and surely has a right  
to expect us to respond with whatever the occasion demands, for He bought us to be His own  
to serve Him. He carries out the mission of His kingdom of grace through us, as our lives evidence 
our relationship with Him and as we devote ourselves to personal witness and to support the 
proclamation of the Gospel.  

2. “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” was a fitting way of greeting Him 
because it was a reference to Him as the promised King, the Son of David. He was Yahweh in 
human flesh fulfilling the covenant promise of grace and mercy. When we adopt these words from 
the Passover’s Hallel in our worship on this First Sunday in Advent, we relate to God’s people of old 
and join them in praising our King and Savior.  

3. The crowd’s acknowledgment of Jesus as the promised King indicates that they hoped that 
He finally would live up to their political expectations—that He would use the divine power that He 
had manifested in His many miracles to overthrow the Romans and restore the throne of David and 
the Kingdom of Israel. That’s how they read the prophecies about the Messiah. It was the general 
expectation of the Jewish people of the time—and was why Jesus had avoided referring to Himself 
as the Messiah and had told His disciples not to use that title as they spoke about Him. 

4. The Pharisees saw Jesus’ acceptance of the crowd’s praises to the promised Messiah as 
blasphemous. Remember, that’s finally why Jesus was condemned to death by the Sanhedrin (see 
Matthew 26:62–66). 

5. With His “If these were silent, the very stones would cry out,” Jesus was saying to the 
Pharisees that there was nothing they could do to stop the fulfillment of His mission. 
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In entering Jerusalem as He did, Jesus displayed the pattern of His saving work and of the 
Church’s mission. He came in peace, not war. He conquers by His Spirit, not by might or power. 
Those who want to see Christianity represented by a king on a prancing horse at the head of a 
conquering army are missing the point of Jesus’ example of humble service. It led Him to the cross 
for us and, through the cross, to the crown. We “join the crowd” in His procession and are 
challenged to walk His way and to trust His approach to ministry (see Zechariah 4:6; 1 Kings 19:11–
13; 1 Corinthians 2:1–5). 

 
The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 33:14–16 

It is striking to note that the Lord’s solemn declaration refers to His gracious promise to both 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. This should not be interpreted to suggest that the lost ten 
tribes of the Northern Kingdom will find their way back into God’s family. It suggests rather that the 
blessings of the messianic kingdom will extend to all God’s people, a precursor of Paul’s words 
about non-Jews also becoming Abraham’s descendants by faith (see Galatians 3:29).  

The oracle in chapter 23 is similar to that in chapter 33, but there are some differences. Chapter 
23 includes a King who will “deal wisely” (23:5) and says that King is the One who is called “The 
LORD is Our Righteousness” (v. 6). It says “Judah will be saved and Israel will dwell securely” (v. 
6). Chapter 33 does not refer to the King, and says “Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell 
securely” (v. 16). It says Jerusalem will be called “The LORD is Our Righteousness” (v. 16). The 
wording of chapter 33 applies the prophecy of the King specifically to Judah and its capital city as 
assurance of their restoration. The wording in chapter 23 applies more generally to the Lord’s 
personal shepherding and saving of all His people. Both highlight the righteous Branch of David; the 
second emphasizes the effect of His salvation. 

6. The fruit the righteous Branch would produce: “He shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely.” To those in exile, 
this promised hope for the future that the Lord’s righteous Branch would make things right for His 
people and restore them to their proper position as His chosen people in the land He had promised 
to their ancestors. The return of the remnant to rebuild Jerusalem and its temple, authorized by 
Persia’s Cyrus the Great, was a fulfillment of this but hardly the glorious thing that might have been 
expected. Throughout its history, Judah continued to be a vassal state, dominated by major powers, 
except for a period of some independence under the Maccabees. Jeremiah’s words would find their 
true fulfillment in the righteous Branch, the promised Messiah, the Son of David, who would 
establish His Kingdom forever. 

Jeremiah played on the name that was given in pagan scorn and used it to emphasize the 
ultimate glory and power and dependability of One who would be the messianic righteous Branch 
from David’s line that he was prophesying. He would wear the name appropriately and would so 
bless His people that they, too, would wear it proudly. In a way, Jeremiah’s use of the play on words 
was a way of saying, “He who laughs last, laughs best.” 

7. This name for the Messiah is significant to us because Jesus, the Son of God and Son  
of David, is indeed the Source of our righteousness before God (see Romans 5:18–19 and  
2 Corinthians 5:21). 

8. The lesson points to the messianic kingdom. In the Holy Gospel, the promised King entered 
Jerusalem in deliberate fulfillment of ancient prophecy about the meek King who would come to 
them (see Zechariah 9:9). 
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The Epistle for the Day: 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
Take the time to read through this entire letter, which is called “The Epistle of Friendship,” to 

sense Paul’s pride in these new Christians and his concern for them. 
9. Paul showed his great love for them by expressing in his prayers the great joy he had as he 

thanked God for them. This Christian congregation had come into existence in a time of danger and 
continued to feel the stress of persecution. Paul showed continuing concern for them by telling them 
how much he wanted to come to them personally so he could “supply what is lacking” in their faith. 
This did not imply serious problems, for his letter is very complimentary. Paul was saying, “I want 
to come to help you continue to grow in faith.” He wanted to lead them deeper into understanding 
the Gospel and its implications for their lives. He surely would say the same to us. 

10. The first part of Paul’s blessing reminded the Thessalonian Christians that their interactions 
were built directly on their mutual relationship with God through the Lord Jesus. The second 
reminded them that God’s love had come to them to lead them to practice agape with those around 
them—Christians and outsiders. The third encouraged a continued determined walk with Christ in 
all circumstances, including in persecution. 

11. Apply Paul’s first statement to us today and it encourages us to invite him and the other 
apostles to come to us through their New Testament testimonies to strengthen us in faith and life. 
The second reminds us that Christian families and congregations are “workshops” in which we learn 
to share an active love that seeks one another’s true welfare. In such settings we gain experience in 
showing Christian love and learn that such Christian attitudes and actions also bless us as the lovers. 
We have special ties to each other as Christians that make serving one another truly a service to 
Christ, but it is just a step, an important one, from that to our learning to reach out in love in Christ’s 
name also to those outside the family or the congregation. That, after all, is the mission of the 
Church. The third reminds us that our hearts as Christians are strong when we are strong in faith 
and discipleship, when we are determined to be different from the world around us—which is what 
holy means in its biblical setting (see 1 Corinthians 5:9–11 and 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1).  
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