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Introduction 
The Three-Year Series of Scripture readings appointed for use in public worship first appeared in 

1969 in the Ordo lectionum Missae, developed by the Roman Catholic Church. Shortly thereafter, the 
Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship (ILCW) prepared a Lutheran version of this series, which was 
eventually included in Lutheran Book of Worship (1978) and, with some slight modifications, in Lutheran 
Worship (1982). Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal (1993), the hymnal of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, also included a version of the ILCW lectionary.  

In 1983, the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), an ecumenical study group, published the 
Common Lectionary based on the Ordo lectionum Missae as well as the Lutheran and various Protestant 
three-year cycles in use at the time. After significant field-testing, the CCT then published the Revised 
Common Lectionary in 1992, which was adopted for use in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
in 1998, and adapted for use in Lutheran Service Book, the new hymnal of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.  

This revised edition of A Longer Look at the Lessons takes into account the differences between 
various versions of the Three-Year Series in use among Lutherans today and provides studies for the 
system you have designated. The studies offer guidance for personal study, and prompt discussion and 
application of the pericopes by adult Bible study groups. 

Two basic principles were followed in structuring the various versions of Three-Year Lectionary: a 
thematic principle and a principle of semicontinuous reading. The thematic principle is generally 
employed during the festival half-year. Readings are selected to emphasize the themes of the festivals and 
the seasons that surround them. The primary reading is always the Holy Gospel, and that is why it is 
studied first in these materials. The Old Testament Reading (or First Reading) and the Epistle are then 
selected to support and enhance the theme set forth by the Holy Gospel.  

The principle of semicontinuous reading is applied especially during the nonfestival half of the 
Church Year (the Sundays after Pentecost). The Holy Gospels of Series A are largely from Matthew; 
Series B from Mark; Series C from Luke. Readings from John are inserted in all the series, especially 
during the festival half-year. The Epistles also represent semi-continuous readings through particular 
letters. The Old Testament Readings, however, are selected thematically in relation to the Holy Gospel 
throughout both halves of the Church Year. 

The overall purpose of assigning Scripture readings in this way is to provide an annual review of 
salvation history and of major Christian doctrines, as well as to read significant sections of Holy Scripture 
during certain times of the Church Year. Pastors have found these pericopal studies helpful as they 
prepare their sermons and services from week to week.  

 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
  

Study Guide 
How to Use the Study Guide 

The Study Guide has been prepared with three goals in mind. First, it provides information about the 
lessons and their contexts. A look at the Greek or Hebrew is sometimes included. Doctrinal emphases are 
pointed out, and the text is often related to other statements of Scripture. Second, it asks questions that 
help the group explore the texts and provoke analytical thought. Answers are to be sought first in the 
pericopes themselves, with other references cited for backup or expansion of the thought. Questions that 
explore the text are just asking “What does it say?” to focus attention. They are easy to answer—so easy 
that people sometimes feel uneasy about stating the obvious. Help your group understand this. Don’t 
spend time on these; just get a focus on what the text says and how it says it, and move on to questions 
that ask “What does it mean?” These require more time and thought. Let your group struggle a little if 
necessary; don’t be in a hurry to provide answers yourself. Sometimes, restating the question will help 
them move to the point. Third, the Study Guide encourages discussion and application to Christian life 
today by asking “What does it mean for us?” This is the essential goal of every Bible study. Give your 
group members time to express themselves. Encourage and accept their applications and testimonies. 
Don’t hesitate to share your own views and experiences, but don’t take over, or they will back off and 
wait for you to do this every time. Fill-in-the-blanks exercises focus the attention of the group on key 
words of the text, and they are intended to provide emphasis of their significance in a simple way. 

Make use of added Scripture references—but save time by using slips of paper to assign them ahead 
of time to individuals who don’t mind reading aloud in your group. 
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Lesson 1 

First Sunday in Advent 
With this First Sunday in Advent, the Church begins a new year. We look ahead once again to the 

great festivals: Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. We begin the new year as we ended the old—with eyes 
and hearts looking up, waiting for the return of our Lord and the beginning, not just of a new year, but of 
a new age. We move into Series B in the Three-Year Lectionary, in which the Holy Gospels are taken 
largely from the Gospel of Mark.  

It was the unanimous testimony of the Early Church that this Gospel was written by John Mark. 
Mark’s mother owned a house in Jerusalem that served as a meeting place for believers, so already as a 
youth, Mark had personal involvement in the Church. A relative of Barnabas, young Mark accompanied 
Paul and Barnabas on their first mission journey, but left them at Perga and returned to Jerusalem. When 
they planned their second mission journey, Barnabas wanted to take Mark along again, but Paul refused. 
The two finally went separate ways. Mark later became Peter’s assistant and, in his Gospel, recorded 
Peter’s eyewitness account. Mark’s Gospel is succinct, unadorned, yet vivid. It was written for the Church 
at Rome, largely with Gentile readers in mind. It emphasizes what Jesus did more than what He said. The 
book as a whole is characterized as “the beginning of the Gospel”—the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus. Apostolic preaching was the continuation of this Gospel. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 11:1–10 
It was a time of political and religious ferment. Zealots were engaged in guerrilla warfare against 

Rome, some of their leaders even claiming to be the Messiah. Expectations of the coming of the Promised 
One were high. John the Baptist, the voice in the desert, intensified the hope. For most Jews, the political 
and the religious combined in a hope for restoration of the kingdom of David and the glory of Israel. The 
situation was ready-made to produce the kind of popular demonstration that accompanied Jesus’ 
deliberate fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy of the meek King coming to Jerusalem. It would be the 
catalyst to precipitate His arrest and condemnation and execution. 

Jesus gave two of His disciples instructions. Unlike other instances when Jesus allowed His 
disciples to “iron out the details,” this time His instructions were explicit.  

Jesus’ anticipation of the readiness of the owners of the colt to release it for His use proved to be 
correct. The colt was one “on which no one has ever sat.” 

1. Why were the men standing there, ready to let disciples take the animal? How does Jesus say His 
“The Lord has need of it” to us today? 

 
 
 
 
The disciples prepared the colt with their outer robes. They and others began to catch the spirit of 

the occasion and carpeted the path with robes and branches. They were met by those coming out of 
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Jerusalem to see what was happening. Finding that Jesus was finally asserting Himself, they joined 
eagerly in the occasion. Psalms 113–118 provided the Hallel that was sung as part of the Passover. Now 
key phrases were chanted by those heralding Jesus’ coming and welcoming Him. “Hosanna!” meant 
“Save now!” but had become a general exclamation of praise. “Hosanna in the highest!” connected their 
praise with that given by the heavenly choruses. 

2. How was this especially fitting as a way of greeting Jesus as King? 
 
 
 
 
“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” was definitely messianic in its thrust. “In the 

name of the Lord” meant more than just “as the Lord’s representative” but signified the one who was 
bringing the “name,” the revelation, of Yahweh. 

3. How was this use of Psalm 118:25 especially appropriate on this occasion?  
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ deliberate fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy prompted the crowd to shout, “Blessed is the 

coming kingdom of our father David!” 
4. What expectations are seen in their acknowledging Jesus as the king who would rule on David’s 

throne?  
 
 
 
 
The crowd’s enthusiastic reaction points to the spontaneity of the occasion. 
5. When have you felt that kind of spontaneous enthusiasm in your worship and in your service? 
 
 
 
 
In entering Jerusalem as He did, Jesus displayed the pattern of His saving work and of the Church’s 

mission. He came in peace, not war. He conquers by His Spirit, not by might or power. Those who want 
to see Christianity represented by a king on a prancing horse at the head of a conquering army are missing 
the point of Jesus’ humble service. It led Him to the cross for us and, through the cross, to the crown. As 
we join the crowd in His procession, we are challenged to walk His way and to trust His approach to 
ministry (1 Kings 19:11–18; 1 Corinthians 2:1–5). 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 64:1–9 
This pericope is from the final section of Isaiah’s prophecy, a proclamation of Yahweh’s judgment 

of the nations and His salvation of His people. It is part of “the prophet’s intercessory prayer.” Like the 
priest, the prophet also interceded on the people’s behalf before God.   
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6. What was Isaiah asking in calling on the Lord to be as fire kindling brushwood and causing water 
to boil? 

 
 
 
 
7. What were some of the awesome things the Lord did for His Old Testament people as they waited 

for Him? How has He come to your help as you waited for Him in your life as a Christian? 
 
 
 
 
8. God does “meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember [Him] in [His] 

ways.” Does He also get angry with us when we continue to sin against His ways? Why does sin arouse 
God to anger? 

 
 
 
 
Verse 6 is a most striking expression of the pervasive effect of sin in human life. We expect to have 

sinful deeds exposed and judged by God, but here the prophet says that our ___ are like a ___. This 
judgment was very pointed for Israel. “Polluted garment” referred to menstrual cloths. According to the 
Levitical code, Israelite women were ceremonially unclean during their menstrual periods (see Leviticus 
15:19–24). 

9. Why are even our righteous deeds not clean and pure in God’s sight? (See Psalm 51:6 and 
1 Corinthians 4:5.) 

 
 
 
 
10. What does “we all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away” say about 

sin’s effect on human life? How is that amplified by “You have hidden Your face from us, and made us 
melt”? 

 
 
 
 
11. “But now, O LORD” introduces the final plea of the intercessor, a plea that continues through the 

end of the chapter. What is the basis of this plea to the Lord for His help? 
 
 
 
 
12. How does this Old Testament Lesson relate to today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
  

The Epistle for the Day: 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
Paul wrote First Corinthians to deal with quarreling factions that were disturbing the Church’s unity 

in Christ, and to answer questions about which they had written him. Paul had invested 18 months of 
ministry in Corinth and had established a congregation there, largely from the Greek community. The 
“chief city of Greece,” Corinth numbered 250,000 citizens and 400,000 slaves. It was a wealthy center of 
East-West commerce. Pagan religions flourished and determined the city’s lifestyle. The temple of 
Aphrodite, goddess of love, offered 1,000 female slaves as temple prostitutes, available free for the 
“worship” of Aphrodite. Corinth’s emphasis on commerce combined with its pagan culture to glorify 
unbridled pursuit of things and of carnal pleasures. “To Corinthianize” became a euphemism for “to 
practice sexual immorality.” In such a setting, it is no wonder that a church of new converts struggled. 

As was his style, Paul began his letter with encouraging, even complimentary, words. He reminded 
the Corinthian Christians of the relationship they shared in Jesus and of the spiritual resources God had 
given them. He encouraged them to use these resources to resolve their differences in honest, loving 
ways. “Grace and peace” was a greeting commonly used in letters of that day, but was especially 
appropriate as Paul’s greeting. 

13. How did Paul’s use of this ordinary greeting give the words full meaning? How have these 
words of Paul come into usage in our worship life?  

 
 
 
 
14. What was it that occasioned Paul’s continual thanksgiving for the Christians of Corinth? 
 
 
 
 
15. The factions in the congregation were fighting about which one of them had the most and best 

spiritual wisdom and insight. As Paul congratulated them for being enriched in their speaking and 
knowledge, to what did he point as the source of that enrichment? How had Paul’s testimony been 
confirmed in the Corinthian Christians? 

 
 
 
 
16. Why does God give spiritual gifts to individuals in His Church? (See 1 Corinthians 12:7.) 
 
 
 
 
17. What promise did Paul point to as inherent in God’s bringing people to faith and blessing them 

with spiritual gifts? What is the one thing that will prevent that promise from being fulfilled? 
 
 
 
 
18. What will enable our congregation’s Christian fellowship to remain strong and guiltless? 
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Leader Guide 
How to Use the Leader Guide 

Put in time and effort to make these thoughts your own. Notes on your Study Guide will help you 
remember them in class. If you think a point is stated particularly well in the Leader Guide, you may want 
to quote it, but do not use the Leader Guide continually as “the last word.” Your group’s ideas about 
themes and emphases and applications may differ from those in the Leader Guide. That’s okay; explore 
their insights. Since each study is a unit in itself, you may easily use substitute leaders. Provide them with 
a Study Guide and Leader Guide, along with instructions for their use, well in advance. 

Each lesson in the Leader Guide begins with the collect assigned for the day. You may use this 
prayer, or another prayer suitable for your needs, to begin your study. Suggested also are the hymns and 
songs, listed topically in the index of Lutheran Service Book, appropriate for the season or day. The index 
begins on page 993. 
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Lesson 1 

First Sunday in Advent 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 

Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 11:1–10 
1. The village of Bethphage was near Bethany, both situated just over the crest of the Mount of 

Olives to the west of Jerusalem. The residents of Bethphage were impressed and influenced by the raising 
of Lazarus in nearby Bethany. John concluded, “Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what [Jesus] did, believed in Him” (11:45). They may not have had personal contact with 
Jesus, but the owners of the colt responded happily when told, “The Lord has need of it.” Jesus says His 
“The Lord has need of it” to us regarding our time, our abilities, our money and possessions, and our 
lives. He surely has a right to expect us to respond with whatever the occasion demands, for He bought us 
to be His own to serve Him. He carries out the mission of His kingdom of grace through us as our words 
and lives evidence the new life and new direction we have found in our relationship with Him.  

2. “Hosanna!” as an exclamation of praise to Jesus, was—and still is—a fitting way of greeting Him 
because He came to “Save now.” Ours is the joy of the redeemed. We happily sing our praise and 
welcome our Redeemer. That we invite the saints and angels to rejoice and praise Jesus with us is only 
fitting. After all, Jesus said, “There is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 
15:10).  

3. “He who comes in the name of the Lord” was one of the focal points of the Passover celebration. 
Families at their tables left one chair empty for Elijah, who was to come before the day of the Lord (see 
Malachi 4:5–6). That the crowds used this verse from the Psalm says they hoped that Jesus would prove 
to be the promised Messiah. 

4. That they looked for “the coming kingdom of our father David” showed that they were expecting 
a messiah who would assert himself, overthrow the domination of the Romans, and restore the kingdom 
of Israel to former prominence and prosperity. This was the general expectation of the Jewish people, and 
that was why Jesus usually avoided referring to Himself as the Messiah and told His disciples not to use 
that title as they spoke about Him. 

5. Members of your group may share their experiences of spontaneous enthusiasm. Be ready to tell 
of some of your own. Our joyous Palm Sunday and Easter worship offers opportunities for such an 
unplanned experience, when something especially touches us or we find ourselves caught up in a song of 
praise. Those who have sung great music in a large chorus know the chills and thrills of being lifted 
beyond normal experience in their praise of God. Those who have found themselves suddenly in a 
circumstance that requires their spontaneous effort in service know how in that experience we can lose 
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ourselves, sometimes enjoying energies that take us well beyond our normal strength and ability for 
unusually extended periods of time.  

 
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 64:1–9 

6. In asking the Lord to be fire that kindles brushwood and boils water, Isaiah was asking Him to 
assert His power so that His enemies would have to acknowledge Him and quake before Him. 

7. The Old Testament is replete with examples: the Lord’s rescue of Israel from Egypt; their food 
and drink in the wilderness; the victory over Jericho and the conquest of Canaan; the death of 185,000 
Assyrian soldiers besieging Jerusalem, and so on. By being ready to share an incident from your life, you 
will encourage others to do the same. 

8. Wrath is a better word than anger to describe the Lord’s reaction to those who continue to sin 
against His ways—also when Christians, in spite of knowing better, are involved in willful sin. It is not 
just a matter of His “getting mad” or “losing His temper.” His wrath against sin is deeply seated in God’s 
nature. He cannot and will not coexist with willful sin. He hates sin, not just because it offends His 
majesty, but especially because of what it does to the sinner. Luther, in his conclusion to the 
commandments, says, “We should fear His wrath and not do anything against [His commandments].” The 
Good News, of course, is that God turns away from wrath to forgive the repentant in Christ. 

Fill-in answers: We expect to have sinful deeds exposed and judged by God, but here the prophet 
says that our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.  

9. Even our righteous deeds are not clean and pure because God does not judge by outward 
appearance but by the attitudes and motives of the heart. 

10. About “fade . . . and . . . take us away,” this is the ultimate judgment against persistent, willful 
sin—sinners are hardened, and God turns His face away from them and lets them go deeper into sin. (See 
Romans 1:24–32.) 

11. The intercessor’s plea is based on the Lord’s being Father and Maker. Look at verses 9–12 in 
class. They take the plea a significant step further, asking the Lord to curb His anger and not remember 
sins. They remind Him again of the covenant with the meaningful phrase “we are all Your people.” 

12. The Holy Gospel shows the promised King entering Jerusalem to acclaim as He moves toward 
His redemptive suffering and victorious resurrection. This lesson begs the Lord to come and forgive and 
renew His people. 

 
The Epistle for the Day: 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

13. Paul’s “grace and peace” was much more than a general good wish like our “have a nice day” 
because he reminded his readers that true grace and peace are “from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” These are familiar words because many pastors speak them as a pulpit greeting as they are 
introducing their sermons. 

14. Paul thanked God because of the grace of God that was given to the Corinthians in Christ Jesus. 
15. Paul explained their enrichment in all speech and all knowledge with “the testimony about Christ 

was confirmed among you.” Spiritual knowledge and wisdom come through the Good News of Jesus 
through the Spirit-powered Word, not through a “direct line” to the Spirit (see Romans 10:14–17). This 
was at the heart of their controversy. Some were claiming that their views and teachings were by direct 
inspiration, and were putting down those who didn’t share their spiritual gnosis, “knowledge.” (This was 
the beginning of what is called the Gnostic heresy.) This can still be a problem in the Church today. The 
only remedy is to insist that all teaching be based on the prophetic and apostolic Word, not on subjective 
personal insight. Paul’s testimony was confirmed among the Corinthians by their receiving spiritual gifts. 
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Spiritual gifts are not natural talents, but gifts that are displayed because the Spirit of Jesus is equipping 
people for the mission of the Church and working through them. 

16. God gives spiritual gifts, not to amaze and exalt individuals, but to equip them to serve the 
common good. Spiritual gifts are not to be divisive in effect, but unifying. (See 1 Corinthians 12–14 for 
Paul’s full exposition of spiritual gifts, their purpose, and their use among the Corinthians.) 

17. The promise inherent in God’s bringing people to faith and blessing them with spiritual gifts is 
that they will be kept strong and guiltless to the end. Paul ended this section with “God is faithful.” The 
Greek emphasizes this by making pistos, “faithful,” the first word in the sentence. The one thing that 
would frustrate God’s faithfulness would be our willfully turning away from Christ to go our own 
faithless way (see Revelation 2:10; 2 Timothy 4:9–10). 

18. Faithful use of God’s Word and Sacraments, the means of grace, together with fellow Christians 
and in private study and devotion, will keep us under the dynamic influence of the Holy Spirit and in 
fellowship with Jesus—and encourage us to live out our faith by loving one another deeply from the heart 
(see 1 Peter 1:22–2:3). 

 


