
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2 Peter and Jude 

Contend for the Faith 
Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for 

the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 

Jude 3 
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History Date (AD) 2 Peter and Jude 
Descent of the Holy 

Spirit in Jerusalem 
(Acts 2:1–13)

ca. 30 Peter preaches to the 
crowd (Acts 2:14–41) 

Martyrdom of Stephen 
(Acts 6:8–8:1); Paul’s 

conversion and Baptism 
(Acts 9:1–19; 22:1–16)

32 
Peter heals Aeneas and 
raises Tabitha from the 
dead (Acts 9:32–43) 

Claudius Roman 
emperor 41–54 Peter escapes from 

prison (Acts 12:1–19) 
Paul’s first missionary 

journey 46–48 Peter in Antioch 
(Galatians 2:11–16) 

Apostolic council in 
Jerusalem (Acts 15); 

Paul’s second 
missionary journey

49–52  

Paul’s third missionary 
journey 53–57  

Nero Roman emperor 54–68  
Martyrdom of James the 

Just; Paul under house 
arrest in Rome

60–62 
Peter writes 1 Peter 
(probably from Rome; 
1 Peter 1:1) 

Paul’s fourth missionary 
journey 62–67  

Paul writes 1 Timothy 
(1:1–2); Titus (1:1–4) 64–68 

Jude writes Jude (Jude 
1–3); Peter writes 
2 Peter (2 Peter 1:1–2) 

Rome burns; Nero 
begins four-year 

persecution of Christians
July 18, 64  

Paul imprisoned by 
Nero; writes 2 Timothy 

(1:1–2)
67  

Paul beheaded in Rome 67–68 Peter crucified upside 
down in Rome 

Jerusalem captured and 
temple destroyed 70  SAMPLE
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An Outline of 2 Peter and Jude 
Christians around the world often contend for their faith. In some 

parts of Sudan, Christians must strive against armed threats. Other 
believers must fight against false teachings both within and without the 
Church. As you begin your study of 2 Peter and Jude, keep in mind 
that striving for the Gospel truth both in faith and life is a common 
theme in both letters. Jude specifically writes that Christians are “to 
contend for the faith” (Jude 3). Peter urges his readers to “be all the 
more diligent [in making their] calling and election sure” (2 Peter 
1:10). Regardless of their emphases, Jude’s intent remains the same as 
Peter’s.   

Why, you may ask. First, the message of God’s grace and 
forgiveness through Christ Jesus binds together the Christian Church. 
The devil seeks to destroy that holy communion. Second, after the 
apostles and evangelists moved from city to city establishing 
congregations, Satan delighted in sending false teachers into these 
congregations to untie what Christ has bound together through faith. 
Satan does the same today! Therefore, Peter and Jude wrote their 
letters to strengthen and encourage God’s people to remain faithful to 
Christ’s calling.  

Any outline of these two epistles achieves unity only when 
viewed through God’s love in Christ, a love so strong that it desires the 
salvation of all (2 Peter 3:9). To that end, God divinely inspired Peter 
and Jude to write “to those who are called” (Jude 1). 
 
2 Peter 

I. God’s Gift of Faith (1:1–15) 
A. Peter’s Greeting (1:1–2) 
B. God’s Call to Life and Godliness (1:3–4) 
C. A Christian’s Response (1:5–15) 

 SAMPLE
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II. The Truth of the Gospel (1:16–21) 
A. Apostolic Witness (1:16–18) 
B. Prophetic Witness (1:19–21) 

 
III. False Teachers (2:1–22) 

A. Destructive Heresies (2:1–3) 
B. Coming Judgment (2:4–11) 
C. Immorality Condemned (2:12–22) 

 
IV. Scoffers Will Come (3:1–7) 

A. Peter’s Warning (3:1–3) 
B. Assurance of Judgment (3:4–7) 

 
V. God’s Timetable (3:8–13) 

A. Now and Not Yet (3:8–10) 
B. Come, Lord Jesus (3:11–13) 

 
VI. Diligence (3:14–18) 

A. How to Await Christ’s Second Coming (3:14–16) 
B. Forewarned and Forearmed (3:17–18) 

 
Jude 

I. Contend for the Faith (1–4) 
A. Jude’s Greeting (1–2) 
B. The Purpose behind Jude’s Letter (3–4) 

 
II. Warning Against False Teachers (5–11) 

A. Divine Judgment (5–7) 
B. Disdain for False Teachers (8–11) 

 
III. The Danger of False Teachers (12–16) 

A. Feasting with You (12–13) 
B. The Coming Judgment (14–16) 

 
IV. Wait for the Lord’s Mercy (17–23) 

A. End Time Prophecy (17–19) 
B. What to Do while Waiting (20–23) 

 SAMPLE
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V. Doxology (24–25) 
A. God Keeps Us (24) 
B. God Our Savior (25) 

SAMPLE
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Introduction 
Second Peter takes its name from its author, Simon Peter. Often 

called Peter’s last will and testament, this letter contains warnings and 
curses (Law) and as well as comfort (Gospel). For Christians today, 
2 Peter continues to speak against false teachers who would lead us 
astray and cause us to forfeit our salvation won by Christ on the cross. 
Although Peter wrote this letter in the first century AD, by God’s 
design it remains to this day to encourage us to “grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (3:18). 

Peter was a fisherman by trade, brother to Andrew, and a disciple 
of John the Baptist. Jesus called both brothers into His service as 
“fishers of men” (Matthew 4:18–19). Jesus commended Peter’s faith 
by changing his name to Cephas, or Peter, meaning “the rock” (John 
1:35–42). Peter’s God-given confession led to Jesus declaring, “on this 
rock [Peter’s faith] I will build My church” (Matthew 16:16–18). 
Regrettably, Peter denied Christ three times (John 18), but Jesus 
restored His disciple and apostle after the resurrection (John 21:15–
19). On Pentecost, enabled by the Spirit’s power, Peter preached to the 
Jews in Jerusalem “and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls” (Acts 2:41).  

In the New Testament, the Epistle of Jude appears just before 
Revelation, the final book of the Bible. Although Jude comes last in 
the order of what biblical scholars call the General Epistles, we should 
not overlook Jude’s intrinsic value. In its twenty-five short verses, 
Christians then and now receive warnings about Satan’s lies, the 
Lord’s judgment, and a reminder to “contend for the faith” (Jude 3). 
Some scholars believe Peter loved Jude’s epistle so much that he wove 
much of its wording into 2 Peter 2. 

Jude clearly identifies himself in his epistle as the “brother of 
James” (Jude 1). James’ conversion occurred only after he received a 
post-resurrection visit from Christ (1 Corinthians 15:7). He, along with 
Peter and John, became “pillars” of the early Christian Church 
(Galatians 2:9). The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ had four close 
physical relatives (cousins, step- or half-brothers): James, Joseph, SAMPLE
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Simon, and Judas (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). Tradition holds that the 
author of this epistle is Judas, Jesus’ half-brother through Joseph. To 
avoid any confusion that this Judas might be the disciple Judas 
(Thaddaeus) or Judas Iscariot (Christ’s betrayer), English Bible 
translators chose to rename this letter Jude.  

 

SAMPLE
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Lesson 1 

God’s Gift of Faith 
Second Peter belongs to a group of writings known collectively 

as the General Epistles. In simple terms, an epistle is a letter or 
correspondence between two or more parties. Unlike Paul’s letters to 
specific churches in Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, and the like, the writers 
of the General Epistles intended for their correspondence to circulate 
among several churches in a specific region. The ancient Church 
historian Eusebius (AD 265–340) was the first to apply the term 
General Epistles to the books of James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 
2 John, 3 John, and Jude.  

Most likely, Peter wrote 2 Peter while imprisoned in Rome. 
Pinpointing the precise year is difficult. A devastating fire incinerated 
parts of Rome in AD 64. Some accounts suggest Nero blamed the fire 
on the Christians living in Rome. Persecution of believers certainly 
followed. Since Nero committed suicide in AD 68, Peter must have 
written his second epistle sometime during that four-year period.  It 
was certainly written before Peter’s martyrdom (2 Peter 1:14). From 
Peter’s first epistle we learn that he directed his earlier letter to a region 
that today encompasses most of Turkey (1 Peter 1:1). Although Peter 
does not specifically name the intended readers of 2 Peter, we know 
that this is a follow-up letter (2 Peter 3:1), making the churches of 
1 Peter 1:1 his likely recipients.  

As you study 2 Peter, try to imagine that Peter’s letter has arrived 
in your mailbox—addressed to you.  

You’ve Got Mail 
In an era of instant messages and e-mails delivered to our 

computers, some consider handwritten letters old-fashioned. In fact, 
the term snail mail is often used to refer to such correspondence sent SAMPLE
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through the U.S. Postal Service. However, in Peter’s day, letters were 
comprised of parchment or papyrus upon which the author had written 
in ink. When the writer had finished, he or she would roll or fold the 
letter and seal it to ensure privacy. A Roman postal service delivered 
the official documents of Peter’s day. Because 2 Peter was not an 
official but a private document, travelers from Rome carried it among 
their possessions to its intended recipients.  

The structure of 2 Peter is very similar to letters of Peter’s day. 
These featured an introduction naming the author, the intended 
recipient, and a greeting. The body of the letter followed. The final 
portion of the letter was the closing and farewell. Although scribes or 
secretaries wrote letters dictated to them, frequently the author wrote 
the closing in his or her own handwriting.  

1. Think about the last time you received a letter or e-mail from 
someone you cared about. What thoughts went through your mind as 
you opened the envelope or message? 

 
 
 
2. Why is criticism from someone who loves and cares for you 

easier to accept than from someone you hardly know? 
 
 
 
 

Peter’s Greeting 
A letter arrives at a small home church in Galatia. The tiny 

congregation brims with excitement. Perhaps the weary courier says, 
“It’s from Peter in Rome.” Someone cuts the binding around the letter, 
then opens it. Another person asks, “What does he say?” Read 2 Peter 
1:1–2. 

3. How does Peter introduce himself in this letter (v. 1a)?  
 
 
 
 SAMPLE
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4. Peter often did things apparently without considering the costs 
(see Matthew 14:28–29; 16:22; John 18:10). Yet in this epistle, he calls 
himself Christ’s servant (2 Peter 1:1). How he could do so?  

 
 
 
 
 
In Greek, apostle means “one who is sent.” Four characteristics 

marked an apostle: (a) He was called directly by Christ (Luke 6:12–13; 
Romans 1:1; Galatians 1:1); (b) He was an eyewitness to the 
resurrected Lord (Acts 1:1–22; 1 Corinthians 9:1); (c) His authority 
came directly from God (1 Timothy 1:1); (d) He was given 
supernatural gifts to assist him in ministry (2 Corinthians 12:12). While 
false apostles arose claiming apostleship, only those men possessing 
the above four characteristics could truly call themselves apostles. 

5. In spite of his apostleship in Christ, Peter writes that our faith 
in Jesus is “of equal standing” (v. 1b) with his. How does Peter state 
God’s grace and peace is “multiplied” in us (v. 2)? 

 
 
 
 

God’s Call to Life and Godliness 
Read 2 Peter 1:3–4. Following his introduction, Peter offers 

further encouragement to his readers by reminding them of the great 
blessings that are ours through faith in Christ Jesus. God’s powerful 
grace has given us “life and godliness” (v. 3). We have not called 
ourselves, but God has “called us to His own glory and excellence.” 

6. What comfort can we take from the fact that our sanctification 
is God’s doing, not our own, that He works in us through faith in His 
Son? 

 
 
 
 SAMPLE
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7. What additional blessings and benefits are ours through faith in 
Christ (v. 4b)? 

 
 
 

A Christian’s Response 
Read 2 Peter 1:5–11. Having received God’s promises in Christ, 

we may think that since salvation has been won, how we live is 
unimportant. God knows better than we ourselves. Through divine 
inspiration, Peter challenges his readers (and you and me) to “make 
every effort to supplement your faith” (v. 5). 

8. Peter highlights seven “qualities” God gives us through faith in 
His Son. What are those seven qualities? 

 
 
 
 
9. Peter writes anticipating that these qualities will be 

“increasing” in us. What is the result if we do not exercise these 
qualities (v. 8)? 

 
 
 
 
10. Which of the seven qualities do you struggle with? Which 

seem to come easily? If you feel comfortable, share your answer. 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
Reading Peter’s list of Christian qualities, some may falsely 

conclude that by becoming more virtuous they earn entrance into “the 
eternal kingdom” (v. 11). In reality, faith is more than the intellectual 
exercise of believing. God attaches arms and legs to our faith, so to SAMPLE
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speak, not so we thereby earn heaven, but so we can be used by Him in 
service to our neighbor. 

11. Do you know someone who believes that he or she can earn 
salvation through deeds, or through a combination of faith and deeds? 
How might you help him or her better understand the meaning of 
God’s role in our qualities or good works? 

 
 
 
12. In verse 2, Peter mentions “grace” and “peace.” These are 

precious gifts we receive from God. In His grace, His unmerited favor, 
God does not look at our sinfulness, but on the sinless sacrifice of His 
Son. We no longer fear God’s eternal wrath, because in Christ we are 
at peace with God. Take a moment to write a short prayer to God, 
thanking Him for His grace and peace through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Consult a Bible dictionary to define the word eyewitness. 
• Read about Peter’s experience at Christ’s transfiguration 

(Matthew 17:1–8). 
• Read 2 Peter 1:16–21 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing or reading together the words of “Salvation unto 

Us Has Come” (LSB 555:1–5, 9; ELH 227; CW 390; LW 355; LBW 
297; TLH 377). As you do, note how this hymn brings to light this 
passage: “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not of your own doing; it is a gift of God, not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). 

 
Salvation unto us has come 
    By God’s free grace and favor; 
Good works cannot avert our doom, 
    They help and save us never. 
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, SAMPLE
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Who did for all the world atone; 
    He is our one Redeemer. 
 
What God did in His Law demand 
    And none to Him could render 
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 
    For man, the vile offender. 
Our flesh has not those pure desires 
The spirit of the Law requires, 
    And lost is our condition. 
 
It was a false, misleading dream 
    That God His Law had given 
That sinners could themselves redeem 
    And by their works gain heaven. 
The Law is but a mirror bright 
To bring the inbred sin to light 
    That lurks within our nature. 
 
From sin our flesh could not abstain, 
    Sin held its sway unceasing; 
The task was useless and in vain, 
    Our guilt was e’er increasing. 
None can remove sin’s poisoned dart 
Or purify our guileful heart— 
    So deep is our corruption. 
 
Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 
    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
    Which over us impended. 
 
Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 
    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. SAMPLE
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For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 
 
Pray: Merciful Father, thank You for inspiring Peter’s words. 

Help us draw strength from them. Keep your Church from compla-
cency. Strengthen us by the power of Your Holy Spirit so that, 
emboldened by Your love in Christ, we may carry Your saving 
message of redemption throughout our sin-filled world. Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 

SAMPLE
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Leader Notes 
This guide is provided as a safety net, a place to turn for help in 

answering questions and for enriching discussion. It will not answer 
every question raised in your class. Please read it, along with the ques-
tions, before class. Consult it in class only after exploring the Bible 
references and discussing what they teach. Please note the different 
abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study; others will struggle. To make participation 
easier, team up members of the class. For example, if a question asks 
you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one group, the 
second to another, and so on. Divide the work! Let participants present 
the answers they discover. 

Preparing to Teach 2 Peter and Jude 
To prepare to lead this study, read through the Books of 2 Peter 

and Jude. You might review the introduction to these books in The 
Concordia Self-Study Bible or a Bible handbook. A map of the Roman 
world (especially the lands surrounding the Mediterranean Sea) would 
also help. 

If you have the opportunity, you will find it helpful to make use 
of other biblical reference works in the course of your study. These 
commentaries can be very helpful: Mark A. Jeske, General Epistles, 
People’s Bible Commentary (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
2006); Michael Green, 2 Peter and Jude, Tyndale New Testament 
Commentaries (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987); Paul E. Kretzmann, 
Popular Commentary of the Bible: The New Testament, vol. 2 (St. 
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1922). Although it is not strictly a 
commentary, the sections on 2 Peter and Jude in The Word Becoming 
Flesh by Horace Hummel (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
1979) also contain valuable material for the proper interpretation of 
these biblical books. SAMPLE
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Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under 

the guidance of a leader. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. No 
one person can discover all it has to offer. In any class, many eyes see 
many things, things that can be applied to many life situations. The 
leader should resist the temptation to “give the answers” and so act as 
an authority. This teaching approach stifles participation by individual 
members and can actually hamper learning. As a general rule, don’t 
give interpretation. Instead, develop interpreters. In other words, don’t 
explain what the learners can discover by themselves. This is not to say 
that the leader shouldn’t share insights and information gained by his 
or her class members during the lesson, engage them in meaningful 
sharing and discussion, or lead them to a summary of the lesson at the 
close. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available 
to emphasize significant points of the lesson. Rephrase your inquiries 
or the inquiries of participants as questions, problems, or issues. This 
provokes thought. Keep discussion to the point. List the answers given 
on the chalkboard or newsprint. Then determine the most vital points 
made in the discussion. Ask additional questions to fill gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, 
not merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian 
thinking and living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, 
and skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the 
Church and the world of our day. The guiding question will be this: 
What does the Lord teach us for life today through 2 Peter and Jude? 

Teaching the New Testament 
Teaching a New Testament letter that was originally written for 

and read to first-century Christians can become merely ancient history 
if not applied to life in our times. Leaders need to understand the time 
and culture in which the letter was written. They need to understand 
the historical situation of the Early Church and the social and cultural 
setting in which that Church existed. Such background information can 
clarify the original purpose and meaning of the letter and shed light on 
its meaning for Christians today. For this reason, Bible commentaries 
and other reference works are indispensable when it comes to leading 
Bible studies. SAMPLE
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Teaching the Bible can easily degenerate into mere moralizing, in 
which “do-goodism” or rules become substitutes for the Gospel, and 
sanctification is confused with justification. Actually, justified sinners 
are moved not by Law, but by God’s grace to a totally new life. Their 
faith is always at work for Christ in every context of life. Meaningful, 
personal Christianity consists of a loving trust in God that is evidenced 
in love for others. Having experienced God’s free grace and forgive-
ness, Christians daily work in their world to reflect the will of God for 
people in every area of human endeavor. 

Christian leaders are Gospel-oriented, not Law-oriented; they 
distinguish between the two. Both Law and Gospel are necessary. The 
Gospel will mean nothing unless we first have been crushed by the 
Law and see our sinfulness. There is no genuine Christianity if faith is 
not followed by lives pleasing to God. In fact, genuine faith is 
inseparable from life. The Gospel alone gives us the new heart that 
causes us to love God and our neighbor. 

Pace Your Teaching 
The lessons in this course of study are designed for a study 

session of at least an hour in length. If it is the desire and intent of the 
class to complete an entire lesson each session, it will be necessary for 
you to summarize the content of certain answers or biblical references 
in order to preserve time. Asking various class members to look up 
different Bible passages and to read them aloud to the rest of the class 
will save time over having every class member look up each reference. 

Also, you may not want to cover every question in each lesson. 
This may lead to undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your 
teaching. Spend no more than five to ten minutes opening the lesson. 
During the lesson, get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help 
the class gain understanding of a word or concept. Allow approx-
imately five minutes for closing and announcements. 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you 
can take it more leisurely, but do not allow any lesson to drag and 
become tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it meaningful. 
Eliminate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most 
meaningful to the members of the class. If most members study the text 
at home, they can report their findings, and the time gained can be 
applied to relating the lesson to life. SAMPLE
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Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and 

satisfaction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
This set of lessons is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to aid a 

consideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and personal 
application growing out of the text at hand. 

The typical lesson is divided into these sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Objectives 
3. Questions and Answers 
4. Closing 
The theme verse and objectives give you, the leader, assistance in 

arousing the interest of the group in the concepts of the lesson. Focus 
on stimulating minds. Do not linger too long over the introductory 
remarks. 

The questions and answers provide the real spadework necessary 
for Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the 
facts and observes them. Comments from the leader are needed only to 
the extent that they help the group understand the text. The questions in 
this guide, corresponding to sections within the text, are intended to 
help the participants discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply 
the message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of 
God, they can proceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, 
evaluation, and application. This is done, as this guide suggests, by 
taking the truths found in Scripture and applying them to the world and 
Christianity in general, and then to one’s personal Christian life. Class 
time may not permit discussion of all questions and topics. In 
preparation, you may need to select one or two and focus on them. 
Close the session by reviewing one important truth from the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but this study guide is not. 
The notes in this section offer only guidelines and suggestions. Do not 
hesitate to alter the guidelines or substitute others to meet your needs 
and the needs of the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your 
class and your class period. SAMPLE
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Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or 
herself. For the teacher, this means directing the learner but not giving 
the learner answers. Directing understanding takes preparation. Choose 
the verses that should be looked up in Scripture ahead of time. What 
discussion questions will you ask? at what points? Write them in the 
margin of your study guide. Involve class members, but give them 
clear directions. What practical actions might you propose for the week 
following the lesson? Which of the items do you consider most 
important for your class? 

Consider how you can best use your teaching period. Do you 
have forty-five minutes, an hour, or an hour and a half? If time is short, 
what should you cut? Learn to become a wise steward of class time. 

Plan a brief opening devotion using members of the class. At the 
end, be sure to take time to summarize the lesson or have a class 
member do it. 

Remember to pray frequently for yourself and your class. May 
God the Holy Spirit bless your study and your leading of others into 
the comforting truths of God’s Christ-centered Word. 

SAMPLE
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Lesson 1 

God’s Gift of Faith 
Theme verse: His divine power has granted to us all things that 

pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called 
us to His own glory and excellence. 

2 Peter 1:3 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, 

we will 
• witness God’s precious call to faith; 
• discover that God calls the faithful to life and godliness; 
• learn about a Christian’s response to God’s call; and 
• apply what we learned to our lives in Christ. 

You’ve Got Mail 
1. Answers will vary. Perhaps participants experienced nervous 

anticipation as they opened their letter or e-mail. News from friends or 
mentors, though usually welcome, might create anxiety should the 
recipient think the communication might express disappointment on 
the part of the writer.  

2. Answers will vary. Generally, when we are confident someone 
truly loves and cares for us, his or her constructive criticism, although 
stinging, may be easier to accept than when delivered by a complete 
stranger. Peter’s (and later, Jude’s) letter will be received by 
congregations confident in his love. SAMPLE
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Peter’s Greeting 
3. Peter introduces himself as a “servant” and “apostle of Jesus 

Christ.”   
4. Allow participants to discuss Peter and his actions in these 

passages. In John 18:10, we especially see Peter’s strong will and his 
“ready, shoot, aim” approach to volatile situations. Nevertheless, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, God has transformed Peter into a servant 
of Christ. Through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God enables this 
transformation in our lives as well. This constitutes the call to “life and 
godliness” we will examine later in this lesson.  

5. “By the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ,” our 
faith is “of equal standing” with Peter’s faith (v. 1). God’s grace and 
peace are multiplied to us through our “knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord” (v. 2), that is, through that same faith which God gives us 
and strengthens in us in His Word and Sacraments. 

God’s Call to Life and Godliness 
6. Many Christians struggle with the misperception that while 

Christ paid for their sins on the cross, it is up to them to make 
themselves holy. However, Scripture ascribes the transformation that 
occurs in the lives of believers to the inner working of the Holy Spirit 
through the Gospel. Peter calls this God’s “divine power” (v. 3) or 
“divine nature” (v. 4) at work within us. Indeed, Paul says that having 
been saved by God’s grace through faith in Christ, “we are [God’s] 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  

7. God’s salvation gives believers the power to escape “from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire” (v. 4b). 
Through our participation in the “divine nature” (v. 4), God enables us 
to change our lives, once governed by sinful desires, into fruitful, God-
pleasing lives. 

A Christian’s Response 
8. Peter highlights the seven “qualities” God gives us through 

faith in His Son: virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, 
godliness, brotherly affection, and love. These seven qualities are God-
pleasing and show a maturing of our Christian faith. If time permits, SAMPLE
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you may wish to compare Peter’s list to that of Paul’s fruit of the Spirit 
in Galatians 5:22–23. 

9. Exercising these God-given qualities will result, in accordance 
with God’s will, in their increase, because faith is required to exercise 
them. Failure to exercise these qualities, due to unbelief, will cause us 
to be “ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (v. 8).  

10. Answers will vary. Allow participants to share on a voluntary 
basis. 

God’s Word for Today 
11. Answers will vary. Allow participants to share on a voluntary 

basis. 
12. Allow participants time to compose their own prayer, 

thanking Him specifically for His grace and peace through Christ, our 
Lord. A prayer or several prayers could be used to close the session. 

SAMPLE


