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For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you 

have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 
Esther 4:14 
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History Date (BC) Esther 
Cyrus, king of Persia, 
allows Jews to return 

to their homeland
538 

 

Xerxes ascends 
Persian throne 485  

483 Xerxes’ 180-day feast 
(1:3–4) 

Persia attempts several 
invasions of Greece 482–479  

December 
479/ 

January 
478 

Esther becomes queen 
(2:17) 

April 17, 
474 

Lots (Pur) cast to 
determine date for 
destruction of the Jews 
(3:7, 12) 

(March 7, 
473) 

Date for destruction of the 
Jews (3:13) 

June 25, 
474 

Royal decree allowing 
Jews to defend 
themselves (8:9) 

March 7, 
473 

Date Jews allowed to 
defend themselves (8:12) 

March 8, 
473 

Haman’s sons hanged 
(9:13–14); celebrations 
everywhere except Susa 
(9:17) 

March 9, 
473 

Celebration in Susa (9:18) 

 Esther and Mordecai 
confirm Purim (9:29) 
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An Outline of Esther 
One of the prominent features of the Book of Esther is the several references to feasting, banqueting, 

and drinking. As we work through the text, we will discover that these references often occur at key 
points of action in the story. Because of their frequency, many scholarly works and Bible introductions to 
the Book of Esther outline the book based on these feasts. These outlines generally focus on six of the ten, 
or three pairs, of feasts occurring roughly at the beginning, middle, and end of the book. Such an outline 
looks like this: 
 
I. The Feasts of Xerxes (1:1–2:18) 
 A. Vashti Deposed (1) 
 B. Esther Made Queen (2:1–18) 
 
II. The Feasts of Esther (2:19–7:10) 
 A. Mordecai Uncovers a Plot (2:19–23) 
 B. Haman’s Plot (3) 
 C. Mordecai Persuades Esther to Help (4) 
 D. Esther’s Request to the King: The First Banquet (5:1–8) 
 E. A Sleepless Night (5:9–6:14) 
 F. Haman Hanged: The Second Banquet (7) 
 
III. The Feasts of Purim (8–10) 
 A. The King’s Edict on Behalf of the Jews (8) 
 B. The Institution of Purim (9) 
 C. The Promotion of Mordecai (10) 
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Introduction 
Esther is the Persian name of a beautiful, young, orphaned Jewish girl named Hadassah 

(huh-DASS-uh), who lived in Susa (SOOS-uh), in modern-day Iran. Before the Northern and 
Southern Kingdoms were overtaken by the Assyrians and Babylonians, the prophet Isaiah (740–
681 BC) foretold a ruler who would deliver God’s people. Isaiah even named this deliverer: 
Cyrus. In 587 BC, the Southern Kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonians, led by King 
Nebuchadnezzar (neb-yoo-kuhd-NEZ-er). In 539 BC, God allowed Cyrus the Great, king of 
Persia, to defeat the Babylonians. Within a year, Cyrus released foreigners captured by the 
Babylonians and allowed them to return to their homelands throughout the ancient Near East. 
Among the foreigners were Esther’s relatives, the Judahites. With Cyrus’s decree of release, this 
period has come to be known as the postexilic period.  

In the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we read about several groups of Judahites who 
returned to the land God had given to their forefathers. According to the decree of Cyrus, they 
took back with them the gold, silver, and other items that Nebuchadnezzar’s armies had pilfered 
from the Jerusalem temple in 587 BC. (The Babylonians razed the temple and torched the city of 
Jerusalem.) These people went home to begin anew: to rebuild the temple, their homes, and their 
lives. Their task was difficult, and they met great resistance from those who inhabited the land in 
their absence. What we know of them from the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah is supplemented by 
the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. 

But some of the Judahites, who were beginning to be called Jews, chose not to return. There 
were likely many reasons for them to stay in the land of their exile. If they traveled back to their 
homeland and tried to reestablish their lives there, they would face certain hardships and dangers. 
Among the Jews choosing to remain in Persia were the ancestors of Esther and her cousin, 
Mordecai. At some point, and for an unknown reason, the ancestors of Esther and Mordecai 
moved even further east to Susa, the winter capital of the Persian kings. It is there, in Susa, that 
the majority of the Book of Esther takes place. 

The Book of Esther is a wonderful, true story of God watching over His people and 
delivering them from certain death. This He did through His faithful servants Esther and 
Mordecai. Although God is never mentioned in the book, He is not hard to find in the many 
“coincidences,” ironic twists, and reversals recorded therein. Some interpreters have gone so far 
as to say that God, even in His apparent absence, is the book’s main character. 

The Book of Esther is a powerful reminder that God is faithful to His promises and raises up 
deliverers for His people. 
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Lesson 1 

Story, History, or His-story? 
The story of Esther is a beautiful narrative: wonderfully written, carefully crafted, and 

cleverly woven. There are repeating patterns and ironic twists. There is a heroine, a hero, and a 
villain. There is a wonderful reversal in the plot so that, in the end, good triumphs over evil. 
Because of these things, many scholars view the Book of Esther as fiction, much like a modern 
novel.  

Truly Esther shares many features with a historical novel. When one reads the book, one 
can imagine the elegant Persian palace; one can picture the scenes of banqueting, with abundant 
wine; one can see and feel Haman’s (HEY-muhn) rage, Mordecai’s (MOR-duh-kai) mourning, 
Esther’s fear, and the joy of the Jews in their deliverance.  

As we approach this “story” of Esther, recognizing the literary features of the book can 
actually help us. For example, the abundant time references give the reader a sense of the flow of 
events. In the first two chapters, a number of years are narrated at a rather rapid pace. In the 
following seven chapters, only one year is covered, and really only a few days within that year. 
At times it’s almost as if someone is offering stage directions for a grand drama! 

Given all the literary features of the Book of Esther, the Christian must decide how to 
approach this book of the Bible. Is it just a story? Is it history? Just what is it? What we think 
about the book will determine how we read it, and how we read it will determine what we can 
learn from it. Our presuppositions—that is, what we bring to the reading of this book—are 
extremely important. 

What Do the Scriptures Say about Themselves? 
Before we study the Book of Esther, which appears in the Old Testament, let’s read what 

the Scriptures have to say about themselves and how we should read them. 
1. What do the following passages from the New Testament say about how their authors 

viewed the origin and usefulness of the books of the Old Testament? 
a. 2 Timothy 3:14–17 
 
 
b. 2 Peter 1:20–21 
 
 
2. In the following passages from the New Testament, note how Jesus and His followers 

used the Old Testament Scriptures. 
a. Luke 18:31–33 
 
 
b. Luke 24:25–27 
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c. Acts 2:12–36 
 
 
d. Acts 8:26–40 
 
 
e. Acts 10:34–48 
 
 
 
3. Read John 20:30–31. Given what we have just learned, how can we apply this statement 

of John to the Book of Esther? 
 
 
 

Authorship 
Another issue that often arises is the question of authorship. Today, if the author of a book 

or article cannot be determined, the work itself may be questioned. We don’t know for sure who 
wrote various Old Testament books, including the Book of Esther. The author does not reveal 
himself or herself in the text, and no clues are given as to his or her identity. Because of that, 
sometimes Esther’s historicity is challenged.  

4. Read Esther 9:20–23. On the basis of verse 20, some have conjectured that Mordecai 
authored the Book of Esther. Does this verse support that conclusion? According to verses 20–
23, what did he write?  

 
 
 
 
5. Review 2 Timothy 3:14–17 and 2 Peter 1:20–21. Ultimately, who is the author of the 

Book of Esther? Does it matter who the human author was? 
 
 
 
 

Faith and Reading 
Our presuppositions affect how we read and understand the Bible. In order to determine 

what sort of book Esther is, we have turned to the Scriptures to learn about their purpose. 
Reading and applying the Scriptures in this way assumes that Scripture is meant to interpret 
Scripture. It also tells us how to read the Bible and what to look for when we read it. Such a 
reading assumes that we have faith, that is, that God has already worked faith in our hearts. 

6. Read Romans 10:17. From where does such faith come? 
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7. Reading and studying Esther in faith, how can we affirm that it is a story, history, and 
His-story all at the same time? 

 
 
 
 
8. Given its literary features, it’s hard to deny that Esther is a great story. But what if we 

were to deny that it is history? How would that affect our faith and the message of the story? 
 
 
 
 

Historical and Geographical Setting  
Esther is more than a story. Now we need to understand the setting of the events of this 

book within broader history. 
9. Read Esther 1:1–2. What do we learn about the historical and geographical setting in 

these verses? 
 
 
 
 
Some versions of the Bible tell us that the king of Persia mentioned in the Book of Esther 

was named Ahasuerus (uh-haz-yoo-EER-us). Other versions use the name Xerxes (ZURK-seez). 
It is helpful to note that Ahasuerus is an attempt to transliterate this Persian king’s name into 
Hebrew, while Xerxes is an attempt to transliterate it into Greek. The name Xerxes is better 
known and will be used in this study of the Book of Esther. In any case, both names refer to the 
Persian king who ruled from 485–465 BC.  

To understand what is going on during the reign of Xerxes, it is helpful to review what has 
happened to God’s people leading up to this time. Perhaps you will recall how the kingdom of 
Israel split into two kingdoms, Israel and Judah, after the death of Solomon. Both kingdoms were 
often rebellious against God. In 722 BC, after many warnings from God through His prophets, 
the Assyrians overran Samaria, the capital of Israel, and took its people captive. The Southern 
Kingdom of Judah was preserved by God at that time, but they continued in their rebellious 
ways. Judah would fall to the Babylonians in 587 BC. 

10. Read 2 Kings 24–25. What happened to God’s people because of their continual 
rebellion? 

 
 
 
 
 
11. Read Isaiah 44:24–45:6 and Ezra 1:1–11. How did God work for His people in 

captivity? 
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After the Persian king Cyrus’s decree of release in 538 BC, some of God’s people returned 
to Judah and Jerusalem to rebuild. Many did not. The main characters of the Book of Esther are 
Jews who remained in Persia. Some of these people came to positions of power and authority in 
the Persian government. We turn to their story in the following sessions. 

God’s Word for Today 
We have discussed whether the Book of Esther is story, history, or His-story, and we have 

seen that by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it is all three. It is an excellent story that reports 
historical events. Even more, it is His-story, God’s story, about His faithful preservation of His 
people. 

12. This story is about Esther, Mordecai, and the Jews in the Persian Empire in the fifth 
century BC. How is it that this story becomes your story? Read Galatians 3:26–29. 

 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Use the maps in your Bible or in a Bible atlas to become more familiar with the Persian 

Empire at the time of Esther. 
• Use a concordance to find the occurrences of the words banquet, feast, drink, and wine in 

the Book of Esther. 
• Read Esther 1:1–22 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close with prayer. 
Sing or speak together “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” (LSB 904). 
 
Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
    We are gathered all to hear You. 
Let our hearts and souls be stirred 
    Now to seek and love and fear You, 
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, 
Drawn from earth to love You solely. 
 
All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
    Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
Till Your Spirit breaks our night 
    With the beams of truth unclouded. 
You alone to God can win us; 
You must work all good within us. 
 
Gracious Savior, good and kind, 
    Light of Light, from God proceeding, 
Open now our heart and mind; 
    Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading. 
Hear the cry Your Church now raises; 
Hear and bless our prayers and praises. 
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Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, 
    Praise to You and adoration! 
Grant that we may trust Your Word, 
    Confident of our salvation, 
While we here below must wander, 
Till we sing Your praises yonder. 
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Leader Notes 
Preparing to Teach Esther 

To prepare to lead this study, read through the Book of Esther. You might review a good 
commentary on the book or read the introduction to the book in the Concordia Self-Study Bible 
or a Bible handbook. Several maps of the ancient Near East, including Persia, at about 500 BC 
would also help. 

These notes are provided as a “safety net,” a place to turn for help in answering questions 
and for enriching discussion. They will not answer every question raised in your class. Please 
read them, along with the questions, before class. Consult them in class only after exploring the 
Bible references and discussing what they teach. Please note the different abilities of your class 
members. Some will easily find the Bible passages listed in this study; others will struggle. To 
make participation easier, team up members of the class. For example, if a question asks you to 
look up several passages, assign one passage to one group, the second to another, and so on. 
Divide the work! Let participants present the answers they discover. 

The materials in these notes are designed to help you in leading others through this portion 
of the Holy Scriptures. Nevertheless, this booklet is to be an aid to and not a substitute for your 
own study of and preparation for teaching the Book of Esther. 

If you have the opportunity, you will find it helpful to make use of other biblical reference 
works in the course of your study. The following commentaries can be very helpful: John F. 
Brug, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, People’s Bible Commentary (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 2005); Joyce G. Baldwin, Esther: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old 
Testament Commentaries (Downer’s Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1984); and Carey A. Moore, 
Esther: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, Anchor Bible Series, vol. 7B 
(Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1988). Although it is not strictly a commentary, the section on 
Jeremiah in The Word Becoming Flesh by Horace Hummel (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1979) also contains much that is of value for the proper interpretation of this biblical 
book. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the guidance of a leader. 

The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class 
many eyes see many things and can apply them to many life situations. As the leader, you should 
resist the temptation to “give the answers” and so act as an “authority.” This teaching approach 
stifles participation by individual members and can actually hamper learning. As a general rule, 
the teacher is not to give interpretation but to develop interpreters. Of course, there are times 
when you should and must share insights and information gained by your study and by your class 
members through the lesson. And you’ll want to engage class members in meaningful sharing 
and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the lesson at the close. As a general 
rule, don’t explain what the learners can discover by themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available to emphasize significant 
points of the lesson. Rephrase your inquiries or the inquiries of participants as questions, 
problems, or issues. This provokes thought. Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard 
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or newsprint the answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the discussion. 
Ask additional questions to fill gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, not merely in biblical and 
theological knowledge, but in Christian thinking and living. This means growth in Christian 
attitudes, insights, and skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the Church 
and the world of our day. The guiding question will be this: What does the Lord teach us for life 
today through the Book of Esther? 

Teaching the Old Testament 
Teaching the Old Testament can degenerate into mere moralizing in which do-goodism 

becomes a substitute for the Gospel and sanctification gets confused with justification. Actually, 
the justified sinner is not moved by Law but by God’s grace to a totally new life. His or her faith 
in Christ is always at work in every context of life. Meaningful personal Christianity consists of 
faith flowing from God’s grace and is evidenced in love for other people. Having experienced 
God’s free grace and forgiveness, the Christian daily works in his or her world to reflect the will 
of God for humanity in every area of human endeavor. 

The Christian leader is Gospel-oriented, not Law-oriented. He or she distinguishes Law 
from Gospel. Both are needed. There is no clear Gospel unless we first have been crushed by the 
Law and see our sinfulness. There is no genuine Christianity where faith is not followed by life 
pleasing to God. In fact, genuine faith is inseparable from life. The Gospel alone creates in us the 
new heart that causes us to love God and our neighbor. 

When Christians teach the Old Testament, they do not teach it as a “Law book,” but instead 
as books containing both Law and Gospel. They see the God of the Old Testament as a God of 
grace who out of love establishes a covenant of love with His people (Deuteronomy 7:6–9) and 
forgives their sins. Christians interpret the Old Testament using the New Testament message of 
fulfilled prophecy through Jesus Christ. They teach as leaders who personally know the Lord 
Jesus as Savior, the victorious Christ who gives all believers a new life (2 Corinthians 5:17) and 
a new mission (John 20:21). 

Pace Your Teaching 
The lessons in this course of study are designed for a study session of at least an hour in 

length. If it is the desire and intent of the class to complete an entire lesson each session, it will 
be necessary for you to summarize the content of certain answers or biblical references in order 
to preserve time. Asking various class members to look up different Bible passages and to read 
them aloud to the rest of the class will save time over having every class member look up each 
reference. 

Also, you may not want to cover every question in each lesson. This may lead to undue 
haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. Spend no more than 5–10 minutes 
opening the lesson. During the lesson, get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the 
class gain understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately 5 minutes for closing the 
lesson and announcements. 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can take it more leisurely. 
But do not allow any lesson to drag and become tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it 
meaningful. Eliminate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most meaningful 
to the members of the class. If most members study the text at home, they can report their 
findings, and the time gained can be applied to relating the lesson to life. 
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Good Preparation 
Good preparation by you, the leader, usually affects the pleasure and satisfaction the class 

will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 

The Lesson Pattern 
This set of lessons is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to aid a consideration of the written 

Word of God, with discussion and personal application growing out of the text at hand.  
The typical lesson is divided into these sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Objectives 
3. Questions and Answers 
4. Closing 
The theme verse and objectives give you assistance in arousing the interest of the group in 

the concepts of the lesson. Here is where you stimulate the minds of the class members. Do not 
linger too long over the introductory remarks. 

The questions and answers provide the real spadework necessary for Bible study. Here the 
class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts and observes them. Your comments are 
needed only to the extent that they help the group understand the text. The questions in this 
guide, corresponding to sections within the text, are intended to help the participants discover the 
meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the message. Having 
heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, proceed to digest it inwardly through 
discussion, evaluation, and application. This is done, as this guide suggests, by taking the truths 
found in Scripture and applying them to the world and Christianity in general and then to 
personal Christian life. Class time may not permit discussion of all questions and topics. In 
preparation you may need to select one or two and focus on them. Close the session by reviewing 
one important truth from the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but this study guide is not. The notes in this section 
offer only guidelines and suggestions. Do not hesitate to alter the guidelines or substitute others 
to meet your needs and the needs of the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and 
your class period. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or herself. For you, 
the teacher, this means directing the learner, not giving the learner answers. Choose the verses 
that should be looked up in Scripture. What discussion questions will you ask? At what points? 
Write them in the margin of your study guide. Involve class members, but give them clear 
directions. What practical actions might you propose for the week following the lesson? Which 
of the items do you consider most important for your class? 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 minutes? an hour? or an hour 
and a half? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn to become a wise steward of class time. 

Be sure to take time to summarize the lesson, or have a class member do it. Plan a brief 
opening devotion, using members of the class. 

Remember to pray frequently for yourself and your class. May God the Holy Spirit bless 
your study and your leading of others into the comforting truths of God’s Christ-centered Word. 
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Lesson 1 

Story, History, or His-story? 
Theme verse: Now in the days of Ahasuerus [Xerxes], the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to 

Ethiopia over 127 provinces . . . 
Esther 1:1 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• see what the Scriptures have to say about themselves; 
• discuss the authorship of Esther; 
• explore how faith affects our reading of Esther; 
• explore the historical and geographical setting of Esther; 
• recognize that Esther’s story is our story. 

What Do the Scriptures Say about Themselves? 
1. a. In 2 Timothy 3:14–17, Paul makes clear that the Old Testament is able to make a 

person “wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (v. 15). Paul refers to the Old Testament 
as “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness” (v. 16). The use of these Scriptures equips God’s people for good works (v. 
17).  

b. 2 Peter 1:20–21 affirms Paul’s contention that the Old Testament is God’s Word and not 
simply the words of men. Men wrote the Old Testament, but only “as they were carried along by 
the Holy Spirit” (v. 21). 

2. Jesus and His followers referred to the Old Testament often. Sometimes they simply 
called it “the Scriptures,” at other times “Moses and the Prophets.” On other occasions they refer 
to it as “the Law of Moses.” No matter the term, the fact remains that our Lord and His disciples 
had a high regard for the Old Testament. Very often they used these Scriptures to point out that 
prophecy was being fulfilled in the presence of their hearers.  

a. Jesus spoke of His impending death and resurrection, which had been prophesied by the 
prophets (Luke 18:31–33).  

b. On the road to Emmaus, Jesus said that the prophets themselves testified to His death and 
resurrection (Luke 24:25–27), and He used the Old Testament to explain what was said about 
Him.  

c. Peter preached to the Jerusalem crowd on Pentecost, pointing out how David spoke in the 
Psalms of the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2:12–36).  

d. In the account of Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26–40), the Ethiopian was reading the 
Suffering Servant passage from Isaiah (53:7–8). Then, “beginning with this Scripture [Philip] 
told him the good news about Jesus” (Acts 8:35). This proclamation led to the Ethiopian’s 
Baptism (v. 38).  
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e. Finally, at the “Gentile Pentecost” (Acts 10:34–48), Peter again preached on the basis of 
the Old Testament, this time saying that all the prophets testified that all those who believed in 
Jesus would have the forgiveness of sins in His name (v. 43).  

3. John 20:30–31 tells us that the purpose for writing down the Scriptures is so that we may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah (Greek Christos, or Christ) of the Old Testament, “and that by 
believing [we] may have life in His name” (v. 31). Jesus tells us that the whole Old Testament 
bears witness to Him. The Book of Esther is a part of the Old Testament Scriptures, which testify 
to Jesus and the salvation that can be found only in His name. 

Authorship 
4. At first glance, one might assume that Esther 9:20–23 indicates Mordecai wrote down the 

entire Book of Esther. While it is not impossible for Mordecai to have authored the book, verses 
20–23 point to the letters he wrote to his fellow Jews throughout the Persian Empire. These 
letters pertained to the celebration of their deliverance. 

5. These verses, which we read for question one, remind us that the ultimate author of the 
Scriptures is the Holy Spirit, not the men whom the Spirit guided to write. While we would love 
to know the human author of each book of the Bible (and we do know many), it is sufficient to 
know that God guided these men by His Spirit to write down those things that we need to know 
for salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Faith and Reading 
6. Romans 10:17 clearly states that faith comes from hearing “the word of Christ.” God 

creates this gift of faith through the proclamation, reading, and sharing of the Gospel.  
7. By faith we believe that God the Holy Spirit is the ultimate author of this book, no matter 

who the human author was. By faith we believe that the Holy Spirit inspired the human author to 
write down the events of the book, using God-given faculties, creativity, literary skill, and 
personality to craft this exceptional “story” about the real events that happened in Esther’s life 
and the lives of God’s people. Thus it is both a story and history—history told in a winsome, 
narrative way. By faith we also believe that this historical story is part of God’s story of our 
salvation in Jesus Christ, to whom all Scripture points, making it His-story.  

8. There is no indication in the Book of Esther that it is meant to be anything other than a 
historical account of the preservation of God’s people through the actions of Mordecai and 
Esther. If faith comes from hearing the message, but the message is nothing more than a good 
story, what does that make faith? Many scholars and even many Christians think the story of 
Esther is a work of fiction written to justify the Jewish Feast of Purim. The Book of Esther 
certainly justifies the Feast of Purim, but that is not its only goal. Rather, the book shows how 
God preserved His people throughout the Persian Empire, including in Judah, where the 
fulfillment of God’s saving plan was yet to take place through a boy born to a young Jewish 
virgin. Ultimately, to deny the historicity of Esther, that is, to say these events never occurred, is 
to call the Spirit of Truth a liar. 

Historical and Geographical Setting 
9. The historical setting of the Book of Esther is the time of Xerxes, Persian ruler of the 

majority of the known world. Xerxes, also known as Ahasuerus, ruled from 485–465 BC. Esther 
1:2 tells us that Xerxes was ruling his empire from the city of Susa at the time of the events 
recorded in the book. 

The king’s winter capital of Susa can be located on a number of maps in the Concordia Self-
Study Bible. While no map in that resource shows the full extent of the Persian Empire, two 
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maps show the Assyrian and Babylonian Empires, which were both taken over by Cyrus the 
Great (550–529 BC) less than one hundred years earlier.  

10. 2 Kings 24–25 relates the last days of the kingdom of Judah before the Babylonian 
exile. Following the conquest of Canaan and the period of the Judges, the people of Israel 
demanded to have a king, just as the nations around them. God gave them Saul and then David. 
After David came Solomon, David’s son. At Solomon’s death, the kingdom split into the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. In 722 BC, after two centuries 
of apostasy, rebellion, and the constant warning of God’s prophets, Israel was taken captive by 
the Assyrians. According to God’s Word, Judah was spared, but not for long. Judah continued 
rebelling against God; consequently, God raised up the Babylonians to defeat His people and 
take them captive. 2 Kings 24–25 narrates from a human perspective the chaos and horror that 
took place in the closing decade of the kingdom of Judah. In 597 BC, the Davidic king 
Jehoiachin and many of the leading citizens were deported to Babylon. Jehoiachin’s uncle, 
Mattaniah, was then put on the throne as a vassal by the Babylonians, who changed his name to 
Zedekiah. In his ninth year on the throne, Zedekiah rebelled against Babylon, which brought the 
Babylonian army back to Judah and Jerusalem. This time no mercy was shown. The city was 
besieged and taken—Zedekiah’s sons were killed—and he was blinded and taken to Babylon; 
the city walls were torn down; the temple was destroyed; and the people were deported to 
Babylon. As 2 Kings 25:21 puts it, “So Judah was taken into exile out of its land.” 

11. In Isaiah 44:24–45:6 we read of God’s gracious promise to restore His people, whom He 
would send into exile for their continual rebellion and faithlessness. Specifically, we read of 
Cyrus, the one whom the Lord would appoint to deliver His people. Remember that Isaiah was a 
prophet in the eighth century, long before the events of 2 Kings 24–25.  

In Ezra 1:1–11 we see God fulfilling His promise. God did raise up a deliverer for His 
people. In 539 BC, Cyrus the king of Persia defeated the Babylonians and became the new world 
power. The following year, Cyrus decreed that those who had been deported by the Babylonians 
could return to their homes. Among those exiles were the Judahites. Not only did Cyrus allow 
the exiles to return, but he wanted them to rebuild their temples and places of worship 
throughout his empire. This included the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem. Ezra even reports that 
Cyrus returned to the exiles the temple furnishings that Nebuchadnezzar had looted and brought 
to Babylon (the ark of the covenant was not returned). He also decreed that the temple was to be 
rebuilt and maintained at government expense, a complete reversal of what his Babylonian 
predecessors had done. 

God’s Word for Today 
12. Those who have been baptized into Christ have been adopted by God as His sons and 

heirs. As sons and heirs, His-story becomes our story, even though we may not be blood relatives 
of Abraham. If we belong to Christ, we are declared descendants of Abraham and receive all the 
benefits and blessings promised to him, that is, life and salvation through his descendant, Jesus 
Christ. 


