
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1 and 2 Chronicles 

I Will Hear from Heaven 
If My people who are called by My name humble themselves, and pray 

and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
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History Date (BC) 1 & 2 Chronicles 
Iberians invade modern 
Spain; Mayan dynasties 

founded in Central 
America

ca. 1003 
David begins reign over 
all Israel and captures 
Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 
11:1–3) 

970 
Solomon anointed king; 
David dies (1 Chron-
icles 29:21–30) 

966–959 Solomon builds temple 
(2 Chronicles 3–7) 

930 Solomon dies  
(2 Chronicles 9:29–31) 

930–586 
Reign of kings of Israel 
(until 722) and Judah  
(2 Chronicles 10–36:14) 

925 

Egyptian Pharaoh 
Shishak attacks 
Jerusalem; carries off 
temple furnishings  
(2 Chronicles 12) 

Sargon II becomes king 
of Assyria 723/2 Northern Kingdom of 

Israel falls to Assyrians 

698 
King Hezekiah purifies 
the temple (2 Chronicles 
29–30) 

588 
Jerusalem besieged by 
Babylonians (Jeremiah 
21:3–7) 

Summer, 586 

Jerusalem falls to 
Babylonians; temple 
destroyed (2 Chronicles 
36:15–21) 

536 

Cyrus the Great, king of 
Persia, allows Jews to 
return to rebuild temple 
(2 Chronicles 36:22–23) 

450 Ezra writes 1 and 2 
Chronicles SAMPLE
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An Outline of 1 and 2 
Chronicles 

A small group of people faced head-on the daunting task of 
rebuilding a nation. In 536 BC, Cyrus the Great of Persia had released 
them and sent them home to Judah after decades of foreign captivity. 
God had prophesied their return (Jeremiah 25:11–12). Now they had 
their land back, the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But 
what about God’s promise to David?  

Long before God allowed the Babylonians to take Judah captive 
(586 BC), He promised that a member of David’s royal family would 
rule forever (1 Chronicles 17:11–14). The Jews rightly believed this 
“forever” king was the Messiah. But what about God’s promise? 
Would it still apply even after their disobedience? The writer of 1 and 
2 Chronicles traces God’s work in human history from Adam to the 
time of the Judahites’ return. The returnees knew these stories well—
the stories of Saul, David, and Solomon. These stories include the tale 
of an unfaithful nation and her ever-faithful God.  

Would the promise still remain? Of course it did—and it does! 
Jesus is the fulfillment of that gracious promise (see Luke 1:31–33; 
also 20:41–44). Through our Baptism into Christ, God has bestowed 
upon us all of His rich blessings that are ours through Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection (see Galatians 3:26; Ephesians 1:3; Colossians 2:9–
12). 

The following outline provides a glance at upcoming lessons.  As 
we will see, 1 and 2 Chronicles shows God’s work to bring His people 
back into the Promised Land, but for an eternal reason: to pave the way 
for the coming of His Son. 
 
1 Chronicles 
I. Genealogies (1–9) 

A. Adam to Abraham (1) 
B. David’s Genealogy (2–5) 
C. Other Tribes (6–7) 
 SAMPLE
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D. Saul’s Genealogy (8) 
E. The Returnees (9:1–34) 

 
II. God Establishes David’s Kingdom (9:35–13:14) 

A. Death of King Saul (9:35–10:14) 
B. Anointing of David (11:1–9) 
C. David’s Mighty Men (11:10–47) 
D. A Unified Israel (12) 
E. Attempt to Restore Worship (13) 

 
III. The Davidic Covenant (14:1–21:17) 

A. God’s Covenant and David’s Prayer (17) 
B. David, Israel’s Military King (18) 
C. Ammonite Conquest Reviewed (19–20) 
D. Satan’s Temptation (21:1–17) 

  
IV. Temple Preparations (21:18–27:34) 

A. The Lord Selects the Temple Site (21:18–22:1) 
B. David’s Preparations and Solomon’s Charge (22:2–19) 
C. Temple Organization Begins (23–27) 

 
V. A Look at David’s Faith (28–29) 

A. Solomon’s Public Commissioning (28:1–21) 
B. Consecrate Yourself to the Lord (29:1–9) 
C. David’s Prayer and Death (29:10–30) 

 
2 Chronicles 
I. God Blesses Solomon (1:1–5:1) 

A. Solomon’s Prayer, God’s Response (1) 
B. Temple Preparations and Construction (2–3) 
C. Temple Furnishings (4:1–5:1) 

 
II. Solomon’s Temple (5:2–9:31) 

A. The Ark Arrives (5:2–14) 
B. Solomon’s Dedication Ceremony (6) 
C. God’s Dedication and Holy Promise (7) 
D. Solomon’s Splendor (8–9) 
 

III. A Kingdom Divided (10–22) 
A. A Fight in the Family (10–12) SAMPLE
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B. Abijah and Asa (13–16) 
C. Jehoshaphat (17:1–20:35) 
D. Jehoram and Ahaziah (21:2–22:12) 

 
IV. Prelude to the Fall (22:10–28:27) 

A. Joash (23–24) 
B. Amaziah (25) 
C. Uzziah’s Reign (26) 
D. Jotham the Steadfast and Ahaz the Idolater (27–28) 

 
V. Reformation under Hezekiah (29–32) 

A. Good King Hezekiah (29–30) 
B. Sennacherib Invades Judah (31:1–32:19) 
C. The Lord Delivers Judah (32:20–33) 
 

VI. Reforms Undone (33–36) 
A. An Ungodly King Who Repents (33:1–20) 
B. An Ungodly King Who Does Not Repent (33:21–25) 
C. Josiah, the Last Godly King (34–35) 
D. Judah’s Decline and God’s Abundant Grace (36) 

SAMPLE
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Introduction 
In 1 and 2 Chronicles, we find encouragement for our lives 

through God’s gracious work among His people. We learn how God 
guided some of Bible’s most famous historical figures: Adam and Eve, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, David, and Solomon, to name a few.  
We hear how God gave stern warnings about worshiping other gods 
and engaging in immorality and injustice. In particular, worshiping 
false gods came at a great price: the forfeiture of God’s blessings, in 
particular, the loss of the Promised Land. We also see how despite His 
people’s disobedience, God worked to accomplish His plan to deliver 
us from sin. He did this chiefly by returning His people to the 
Promised Land, which would serve as the birthplace of the Messiah. 

God’s prophets vigorously warned Old Testament believers 
against following a path of stubborn disobedience. Many times their 
warnings fell on deaf ears. Nevertheless, God remained faithful to His 
promises. Years before and through King Solomon, God told His 
people, “If My people who are called by My name humble themselves, 
and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then  
I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land” 
(2 Chronicles 7:14). His children may forsake Him, but God will never 
forsake them. He sent His only Son to the cross in order to rescue us 
—His children of all times and places—from the wages of our sins 
(Romans 6:23).  

Who wrote 1 and 2 Chronicles? The author is known only as “the 
Chronicler.” Jewish tradition bestows this title on Ezra, the priestly 
scribe who led some five thousand Israelites back to Jerusalem. 
Because the Book of Ezra begins where the Chronicles end, namely 
with Cyrus the Great’s edict for return in 536 BC, and because the 
books are so similar, Ezra’s authorship seems reasonable. When the 
Jews returned to Jerusalem they discovered the ruins of Solomon’s 
magnificent temple. Those who once worshiped within the temple’s 
walls wept bitter tears (Ezra 3:12–13). However, slowly the process of 
rebuilding the temple and the Holy City of Jerusalem began. As it did, 
God began His spiritual reconstruction of His people through Ezra and 
God’s other servants. By recounting God’s gracious deeds in 1 and 2 SAMPLE
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Chronicles, Ezra reminds all believers that for the sake of His Son, our 
merciful God continues to hear us from heaven, forgive our sins, and 
heal our lives.  

 

SAMPLE
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Lesson 1 

Genealogies 
The word genealogy comes to us from the Greek language and 

means “the study of family.” As you begin reading 1 Chronicles, the 
first thing you will notice is that the initial nine chapters make up a 
genealogy of the Jewish people. This is important because it showed to 
the children of Israel returning to Jerusalem the continuity they had 
with their ancestors—all the way back to the first man and the father of 
the human race, Adam. The Chronicler begins with Adam and then 
traces their lineage forward, stopping at times to review key events in 
the history of God’s people. 

Setting the Stage 
No doubt the returnees from Babylon stood horrified as they 

gazed at God’s temple. Once a proud, stately structure, only ruins 
remained. The children of Israel knew their history. They knew the 
story of how David planned the temple and commissioned Solomon to 
build it. We can almost picture their disbelief as they craned their 
necks to see their fallen center of religious worship. Their collective 
hearts must have sunk, for indeed the glory days of David and Sol-
omon were over. However, while Nehemiah supervised the temple’s 
reconstruction, our Chronicler began the process of spiritual rebuilding 
by reminding God’s people of their genealogy.  

1. Has anyone researched or recorded a genealogy for your 
family? Take a moment to discuss any genealogical findings you may 
be aware of. 

 
 
 
 SAMPLE
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2. Why might knowing your family’s genealogy be of benefit to 
you? Include such things as religious affiliations, personality traits, 
illnesses, or occupations. 

 
 
 
 

Adam to Abraham 
Read 1 Chronicles 1. Note that the Chronicler does not attempt to 

write down every detail in his genealogy. An exhaustive record is not 
his goal. The Chronicler wants his readers to know that the temple and 
its priestly sacrifices still anticipate the Messiah, who Himself will 
atone for the world’s sins.  

3. 1 Chronicles 1:1–27 summarizes the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis. What names in this list are familiar to you? unfamiliar? 

 
 
 
 
4. 1 Chronicles 1:28–54 lists Abraham’s descendants. In what 

way does this show the fulfillment of God’s promise to make Abraham 
“the father of a multitude of nations” (Genesis 17:5)?  

 
 
 
 
In this passage, Abraham’s sons by his two concubines, Hagar 

and Keturah, are listed first, while his descendants through his wife, 
Sarah, are listed last. The Chronicler’s list is ordered by importance, 
with the most important mentioned last. 

5. Moses called Keturah Abraham’s “wife” (Genesis 25:1). Yet 
the Chronicler calls her Abraham’s “concubine” (1 Chronicles 1:32). 
What distinction is made between the heirs of a concubine and the 
heirs of a wife?  
 
 
 SAMPLE
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David’s Genealogy  
Read 1 Chronicles 2:1–5:26. From Abraham’s seed God brought 

forth a nation. Beginning with Israel’s twelve sons listed in 2:1–2, the 
Chronicler notes Israel’s lineage through the royal house of Judah. To 
emphasize Judah’s importance, the Chronicler lists Judah’s descen-
dants via Perez first (2:3–15). 

6. Of chief importance in Judah’s line is King David. His name is 
mentioned for the first time in verse 15 and his descendants are listed 
in 3:1–24. In between are other descendants of Judah. Why might 
David’s name serve as a “bookend” before and after Judah’s other 
descendants?  

 
 
 
 
In 3:10–16 we find the names of David’s descendants, the kings 

of Judah from Solomon until the time of the Babylonian exile in 586 
BC. This is followed by the names of David’s descendants from the 
exile until their return. 

7. What might have been reassuring about God’s preservation of 
David’s lineage for the returnees? for us today? 

 
 
 
 
The remaining descendants of Judah are mentioned in 4:1–23. 

These are the descendants of Judah’s son, Shobal. Next the descen-
dants of Israel’s sons Simeon (4:24–43), Reuben (5:1–10), Gad (vv. 
11–22), and the half-tribe of Manasseh (vv. 23–26).  

8. What did the half-tribe of Manasseh do to cause God to allow 
the Assyrians to take them into captivity (vv. 25–26)?  

 
 
 
 SAMPLE
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Other Tribes 
Read 1 Chronicles 6:1–7:40. The Chronicler now summarizes the 

descendants of Levi (the priestly order), then the tribes of Issachar, 
Benjamin, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, and Asher. 

9. Match the remaining tribes of Israel and the verses where they 
are found: 

A. Ephraim  _____ 1 Chronicles 7:13 
 
B. Benjamin  _____ 1 Chronicles 7:1–5 

 
C. Manasseh  _____ 1 Chronicles 6:1–81 

 
D. Issachar  _____ 1 Chronicles 7:20–29 

 
E. Levi   _____ 1 Chronicles 7:30–40 

  
F. Asher   _____ 1 Chronicles 7:14–19 

 
G. Naphtali  _____ 1 Chronicles 7:6–12 

 

Saul’s Genealogy 
Read 1 Chronicles 8:1–40. In succinct fashion, we read the 

lineage of Saul, who preceded David as king. 
10. From what tribe of Israel did Saul descend (vv. 1, 40)? 
 
 
 

The Returnees 
Read 1 Chronicles 9:1–34. Like the half-tribe of Manasseh (5:23–

26), God allowed the Southern Kingdom to fall into foreign hands. The 
Babylonians conquered this kingdom in 586 BC. In 536 BC, the 
Persians defeated the Babylonians and Cyrus, king of Persia allowed 
the Judahites to return home. SAMPLE
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11. The Chronicler cites Judah’s “breach of faith” (v. 1) as the 
reason for their exile. What might have constituted this “breach of 
faith”? 

 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
Because of their “breach of faith” the Lord exiled Judah to 

Babylon. Yet in love God brought them out of captivity and back into 
their homeland. 

12. Read Hebrews 12:7–11. God disciplined Judah so His people 
would repent and return to Him in faith. According to this passage, 
what other reasons are there for God’s discipline? 

 
 
 
 
13. Read Galatians 4:21–31. In what ways were we, apart from 

faith in Christ, like children of Hagar? How are we now “children of 
promise” (v. 28)? 

 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Locate the Northern and Southern Kingdoms on a map of the 

divided kingdom.  
• Learn more about the ark of the covenant by consulting a Bible 

dictionary or other reliable resource.  
• Read 1 Chronicles 9:35–13:14 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing or reading together the words of “Hope of the 

World” (LSB 690:1–3, 5). SAMPLE
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Hope of the world, Thou Christ of great compassion; 
Speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent. 
Save us, Thy people, from consuming passion, 
Who by our own false hopes and aims are spent. 
 
Hope of the world, God’s gift from highest heaven, 
Bringing to hungry souls the bread of life, 
Still let Thy Spirit unto us be given 
To heal earth’s wounds and end our bitter strife. 
 
Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways, 
Showing to wand’ring souls the path of light, 
Walk Thou beside us lest the tempting byways 
Lure us away from Thee to endless night. 
 
Hope of the world, O Christ, o’er death victorious, 
Who by this sign didst conquer grief and pain, 
We would be faithful to Thy Gospel glorious. 
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign! 
 
Pray: Gracious God, You kept Your promise to Your people by 

allowing them to return to their homeland, so that Your Son might be 
born in Bethlehem. Bless Your Church, we pray. Strengthen her faith 
by Your Spirit working through Your Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.  

SAMPLE



 

 87 

Leader Notes 

Preparing to Teach 1 and 2 Chronicles 
To prepare to lead this study, read through the Books of 1 and 2 

Chronicles. You might secure good commentaries on the books and 
read them over or read the introductions to the books in The Concordia 
Self-Study Bible or a Bible handbook. Several maps of the Old 
Testament world from 1000 to 400 BC also would help. Charts and 
illustrations of Solomon’s temple, in particular, are readily available 
and will aid in creating interest among your participants when 
reviewing lessons 4 through 7. 

These notes are provided as a safety net, a place to turn for help 
in answering questions and for enriching discussion. They will not 
answer every question raised in your class. Please read them, along 
with the questions, before class. Consult them in class only after 
exploring the Bible references and discussing what they teach. Please 
note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find 
the Bible passages listed in this study; others will struggle. To make 
participation easier, team up members of the class. For example, if a 
question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to 
one group, the second to another, and so on. Divide the work! Let 
participants present the answers they discover. 

The materials in these notes are designed to help you in leading 
others through this portion of the Holy Scriptures. Nevertheless, this 
booklet is to be an aid to and not a substitute for your own study of and 
preparation for teaching the Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles. 

If you have the opportunity, you will find it helpful to make use 
of other biblical reference works in the course of your study. These two 
commentaries can be very helpful: Paul O. Wendland, 1 Chronicles, 
People’s Bible Commentary (Milwaukee: Northwestern Publishing 
House, 1994; reprinted by Concordia Publishing House, 2005); Paul O. 
Wendland, 2 Chronicles, People’s Bible Commentary (Milwaukee: 
Northwestern Publishing House, 1998; reprinted by Concordia 
Publishing House, 2005). Although it is not strictly a commentary, the SAMPLE
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section on 1 and 2 Chronicles in The Word Becoming Flesh by Horace 
Hummel (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1979) also contains 
valuable material for the proper interpretation of these biblical books. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under 

the guidance of a leader. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. No 
one person can discover all it has to offer. In any class, many eyes see 
many things and can apply them to many life situations. As the leader, 
you should resist the temptation to “give the answers” and so act as an 
authority. This teaching approach stifles participation by individual 
members and can actually hamper learning. As a general rule, the 
teacher is not to give interpretation but to develop interpreters. Of 
course there are times when you should and must share insights and 
information gained by your study and by your class members through 
the lesson. And you’ll want to engage class members in meaningful 
sharing and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the 
lesson at the close. As a general rule, don’t explain what the learners 
can discover by themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available 
to emphasize significant points of the lesson. Rephrase your inquiries 
or the inquiries of participants as questions, problems, or issues. This 
provokes thought. Keep discussion to the point. List the answers given 
on the chalkboard or newsprint. Then determine the most vital points 
made in the discussion. Ask additional questions to fill gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, 
not merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian 
thinking and living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, 
and skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the 
Church and the world of our day. The guiding question will be this: 
What does the Lord teach us for life today through 1 and 2 Chronicles? 

Teaching the Old Testament 
Teaching the Old Testament can degenerate into mere moralizing, 

in which “do-goodism” becomes a substitute for the Gospel, and 
sanctification gets confused with justification. Actually, the justified 
sinner is not moved by Law, but by God’s grace to a totally new life. SAMPLE
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His or her faith in Christ is always at work in every context of life. 
Meaningful personal Christianity consists of faith flowing from God’s 
grace and is evidenced in love for other people. Having experienced 
God’s free grace and forgiveness, the Christian daily works in his or 
her world to reflect the will of God for humanity in every area of 
human endeavor. 

The Christian leader is Gospel-oriented, not Law-oriented. He or 
she distinguishes Law from Gospel. Both are needed. There is no clear 
Gospel unless we first have been crushed by the Law and see our 
sinfulness. There is no genuine Christianity where faith is not followed 
by a life pleasing to God. In fact, genuine faith is inseparable from life. 
The Gospel alone creates in us the new heart that causes us to love God 
and our neighbor. 

When Christians teach the Old Testament, they do not teach it as 
“law books,” but instead as books containing both Law and Gospel. 
They see the God of the Old Testament as a God of grace who out of 
love establishes a covenant of love with His people (Deuteronomy 7:6–
9) and forgives their sins. Christians interpret the Old Testament using 
the New Testament message of fulfilled prophecy through Jesus Christ. 
They teach as leaders who personally know the Lord Jesus as Savior, 
the victorious Christ who gives all believers new life (2 Corinthians 
5:17) and a new mission (John 20:21). 

Pace Your Teaching 
The lessons in this course of study are designed for a study 

session of at least an hour in length. If it is the desire and intent of the 
class to complete an entire lesson each session, it will be necessary for 
you to summarize the content of certain answers or biblical references 
in order to preserve time. Asking various class members to look up 
different Bible passages and to read them aloud to the rest of the class 
will save time over having every class member look up each reference. 

Also, you may not want to cover every question in each lesson. 
This may lead to undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your 
teaching. Spend no more than 5–10 minutes opening the lesson. During 
the lesson, get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the 
class gain understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately 5 
minutes for closing the lesson and announcements. SAMPLE
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Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you 
can take it more leisurely, but do not allow any lesson to drag and 
become tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it meaningful. 
Eliminate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most 
meaningful to the members of the class. If most members study the text 
at home, they can report their findings, and the time gained can be 
applied to relating the lesson to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by you, the leader, usually affects the pleasure 

and satisfaction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
This set of lessons is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to aid a 

consideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and personal 
application growing out of the text at hand.  

The typical lesson is divided into these sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Objectives 
3. Questions and Answers 
4. Closing 
The theme verse and objectives give you assistance in arousing 

the interest of the group in the concepts of the lesson. This is where 
you stimulate minds of the class members. Do not linger too long over 
the introductory remarks. 

The questions and answers provide the real spadework necessary 
for Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the 
facts and observes them. Your comments are needed only to the extent 
that they help the group understand the text. The questions in this 
guide, corresponding to sections within the text, are intended to help 
the participants discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply 
the message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of 
God, they can proceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, 
evaluation, and application. This is done, as this guide suggests, by 
taking the truths found in Scripture and applying them to the world and 
Christianity in general, and then to personal Christian life. Class time SAMPLE
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may not permit discussion of all questions and topics. In preparation, 
you may need to select one or two and focus on them. Close the 
session by reviewing one important truth from the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but this study guide is not. 
The notes in this section offer only guidelines and suggestions. Do not 
hesitate to alter the guidelines or substitute others to meet your needs 
and the needs of the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your 
class and your class period. Good teaching directs the learner to 
discover for himself or herself. For you, the teacher, this means 
directing the learner, not giving the learner answers. Choose the verses 
that should be looked up in Scripture. What discussion questions will 
you ask? At what points? Write them in the margin of your study 
guide. Involve class members, but give them clear directions. What 
practical actions might you propose for the week following the lesson? 
Which of the items do you consider most important for your class? 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 
minutes? an hour? an hour and a half?  If time is short, what should 
you cut? Learn to become a wise steward of class time. 

Be sure to take time to summarize the lesson or have a class 
member do it. Plan a brief opening devotion, using members of the 
class. 

Remember to pray frequently for yourself and your class. May 
God the Holy Spirit bless your study and your leading of others into 
the comforting truths of God’s Christ-centered Word. 

SAMPLE
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Lesson 1 

Genealogies 
Theme verse: And Judah was taken into exile in Babylon because of 

their breach of faith. 

1 Chronicles 9:1 

Objectives 

By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, 
we will 

• understand the importance of Judahite genealogy in God’s 
salvation plan; 

• appreciate God’s faithfulness to His messianic promise; 
• comprehend how God fashioned a nation from Abraham’s 
 descendants; and 
• rejoice how God’s faithfulness extends to us in Christ. 

Setting the Stage 
1. Answers may vary. Allow some time for participants to discuss 

their or their families’ genealogical discoveries. Note that the 
Chronicler lists ten generations from Adam to Noah (1 Chronicles 1:1–
3) and again ten generations from Shem to Abraham (1 Chronicles 
1:24–27). In Hebrew culture, ten was considered a number of 
completeness signifying that every generation is in place just as God 
desired. 

2. Answers may vary. In a certain sense, people pass down 
religious affiliations and even occupational skills, in addition to 
personality traits and illnesses. Knowing genetic conditions or 
susceptibilities in advance can help future generations by allowing for 
early treatments. SAMPLE



 

 93 

Adam to Abraham 
3. Answers may vary.  
4. The recounting of Abraham’s descendants in this passage 

proves that God faithfully fulfilled His promise. We may likewise take 
comfort in knowing that God has provided Jesus Christ as propitiation 
for our sins—the fulfillment of His promise to Adam and Eve (Genesis 
3:15). All who trust in Christ alone for salvation, whether Jew or 
Gentile, are “children of the promise” and thus “[Abraham’s] 
offspring” (Romans 9:8). 

5. Children born of a man’s wife constitute legitimate heirs, while 
children born of a concubine do not. The Chronicler used these two 
distinctly different words to mark the true inheritor of God’s promise, 
Isaac. Believers are children “of the free woman” (Galatians 4:31), 
because they are saved by God’s grace through faith in Christ, not by 
the deeds of the Law.  

David’s Genealogy 
6. Most likely the listing of David’s name before and after the 

genealogy of other members of Judah’s tribe signified the importance 
of David’s line. It’s as if God is saying through the Chronicler, 
“Remember My servant David and how I was faithful to him. I am 
with you also.”  

7. The returnees considered David their most important king. 
God’s faithfulness and promises to David stood to comfort the 
returnees that God would remain faithful to them also. Likewise, as 
David’s descendant, our Savior Jesus Christ bears witness to God’s 
promise that David’s line will reign on his throne forever. This our 
Lord does as holy God and perfect man. 

8. The half-tribe of Manasseh “whored after” the false gods of the 
Canaanites (v. 25). In response to their shameful acts, God allowed the 
Assyrians to take them captive. Here we see both God’s Law and 
Gospel at work. God’s Law shows us that the half-tribe sinned when it 
followed other gods. God’s grace becomes evident when we note that 
God did not destroy this tribe, but took it captive among the Assyrians 
allowing for repentance and restoration. This cycle of repentance and 
restoration applies even to sinners such as you and me. SAMPLE
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Other Tribes 
9. G. 1 Chronicles 7:13; D. 1 Chronicles 7:1–5; E. 1 Chronicles 

6:1–81; A. 1 Chronicles 7:20–29; F. 1 Chronicles 7:30–40; C. 1 Chron-
icles 7:14–19; B. 1 Chronicles 7:6–12 

Saul’s Genealogy 
10. Saul was of the tribe of Benjamin.  

The Returnees 
11. Ezra states that the reason for the Babylonian exile rested 

with the unfaithfulness of the tribes of Judah. He calls this 
unfaithfulness a “breach of faith” (9:1). The tribes of Judah began 
following the false gods of the Canaanites living within her borders, 
angering God who states in the First Commandment, “You shall have 
no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). For His faithfulness to Judah, 
God received only disobedience.  

God’s Word for Today 
12. God disciplines His children in order to bring to them to 

repentance and faith in Him. His discipline is also “for our good, that 
we may share His holiness” (Hebrews 12:10). God’s discipline is often 
unpleasant, but it results in the wholesome fruit of righteousness, as we 
repent of our sins and trust in His rich mercy in Christ. 

13. Before Christ came into our lives, whether in Holy Baptism as 
infants or when we came to faith and were baptized as adults, we were 
“children of Hagar,” that is, under the condemnation of the Law. 
Through Christ, we are now “children of promise” in that we are truly 
Abraham’s legitimate children through repentant faith in our Savior.  

SAMPLE


