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The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and 

to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. 
Deuteronomy 29:29 

 
 
 
 
 

by  
Gary Dunker 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



© 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2008 Concordia Publishing House 

3558 S. Jefferson Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 

1-800-325-3040 • www.cph.org 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House. 

Written by Gary Dunker 

Edited by Robert C. Baker 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

This publication may be available in braille, in large print, or on cassette tape for the visually impaired. Please allow 8 to 12 weeks for delivery. 
Write to Lutheran Blind Mission, 7550 Watson Road, St. Louis, MO 63119-4409; call toll-free 1-888-215-2455; or visit the Web site: 
www.blindmission.org. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  13 12 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 



© 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

Contents 
Timeline .........................................................................................  5 
An Outline of Deuteronomy...........................................................  6 
Introduction ...................................................................................  8 

Lesson 1— A Turning Point .....................................................  9 
Lesson 2— You Belong to God ..............................................  14 
Lesson 3— Set Apart by God .................................................  18 
Lesson 4— God’s Moral Law.................................................  22 
Lesson 5— Only by God’s Righteousness..............................  26 
Lesson 6— New Tablets .........................................................  30 
Lesson 7— God’s Ceremonial Law ........................................  35 
Lesson 8— Celebrating God’s Grace......................................  40 
Lesson 9— God’s Civil Laws .................................................  44 
Lesson 10— More Civil Laws ................................................  49 
Lesson 11— Follow the Lord..................................................  53 
Lesson 12— God’s Covenant Ratified....................................  58 
Lesson 13— Succession of Leadership....................................63 

Leader Notes ................................................................................  67 
Preparing to Teach Deuteronomy 

Lesson 1 ..................................................................................  71 
Lesson 2 ..................................................................................  73 
Lesson 3 ..................................................................................  75 
Lesson 4 ..................................................................................  77 
Lesson 5 ..................................................................................  79 



© 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

Lesson 6 ..................................................................................  81 
Lesson 7 ..................................................................................  83 
Lesson 8 ..................................................................................  85 
Lesson 9 ..................................................................................  87 
Lesson 10 ................................................................................  89 
Lesson 11 ................................................................................  91 
Lesson 12 ................................................................................  94 
Lesson 13 ................................................................................  96 

 



© 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

 

History Date (BC) Deuteronomy 
Joseph born 

(Genesis 30:22–24) ca. 1915 
 

Jacob settles in Egypt 
(Genesis 46:5–7) 1876 

 

Hammurabi begins reign in 
Babylonia 1792 

 

1526 
Moses born in Egypt 
(Exodus 2:1–8) 

Amenhotep II becomes 
Pharaoh of Egypt 1450 

 

Exodus from Egypt 1446 (Exodus 12:31–51) 

Hebrews wander in the 
wilderness 1446–1406 

Moses writes Pentateuch 
(Genesis–Deuteronomy) 

Construction of Tabernacle 
(Exodus 25–30; 35–40) 1446 

 

1444 

Moses and Aaron take 
census (Numbers 1:1–46); 
send spies to Canaan 
(Numbers 13:1–3; 28) 

Aaron dies on Mount Hor 
(Numbers 33:38–39) 1406 

Moses dies on Mount Nebo 
(Deuteronomy 34) 

Joshua leads Hebrews into 
Canaan; conquest begins 

(Joshua 1–3)
1405 

 

Joshua dies 
(Joshua 24:29) 1399 

 

Amenhotep IV
“Akhenaton,” father of

Tutankhamen,
becomes Pharaoh

1352 
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An Outline of Deuteronomy 
Israel’s forty-year wait has ended. Out of a generation that rebelled against God, only three men 

remain: Moses, Joshua, and Caleb. Those who joined their voices with the spies returning from Canaan, 
saying, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are” (Numbers 13:31), 
lie buried in the wilderness of Zin, southwest of the Dead Sea. The words they spoke were prophetic: 
“Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!” (Numbers 
14:2). An entire gener-ation’s unbelief caused them to perish in the desert. Only their descendants and 
these three men remain. 

While one generation gradually passed away, another was coming into maturity. Moses led this new 
generation from its encampment near Kadesh-barnea to the east side of the Jordan River. They had only 
heard about how their parents and grandparents had crossed the Red Sea. They themselves had not 
experienced God’s guiding and guarding presence in the pillars of cloud and fire. Mount Sinai and God’s 
holy laws were oral history for them. Now, by His grace, God will change all that—by affirming His Law 
and ratifying His covenant with them, a new generation. 

Conservative Bible scholars point to Moses as the author of Deuteronomy as well as Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers. Deuteronomy itself confirms Moses as the author (1:1, 5; 31:9, 22, 24). 
In discussing marriage and divorce in the context of Deuteronomy 24 (see Matthew 19:3–8), Jesus 
affirmed Moses’ authorship (see also Mark 12:19, 26 and John 5:45–47). Both Peter (Acts 3:22 and 7:37) 
and Paul did likewise (Romans 10:5, 19). 

Scholars also note that Deuteronomy takes on the form of an ancient suzerain/vassal treaty, in which 
a powerful leader, called a suzerain, extended both his benevolence and his expectations to his vassals, 
the weaker party in the treaty. Traditionally, suzerain/vassal treaties included up to six sections: a 
preamble; a historical prologue; stipulations of the treaty; provisions for treaty renewal; a call upon 
witnesses to the treaty; and a list of blessings and curses. 

The Scriptures use human language and grammar and contain historical narrative, poetry, and song. 
We should not be surprised, therefore, that the Holy Spirit would inspire Moses to use an ancient version 
of a legal document as an outline for his last book. The following outline takes note of that fact. 

 
I. Preamble (1:1–1:5) 
II. Historical Prologue (1:6–4:43) 
III. Covenant Stipulations (4:44–26:19) 

A. Moral Law (4:44–11:32) 
B. Ceremonial Law (12:1–16:17) 
C. Civil Law (16:18–26:19) 

IV. Covenant Ratification (27:1–30:20) 
A. Mount Ebal and Curses (27) 
B. Blessings and Curses (28) 
C. Covenant Renewal (29) 
D. The Blessings of Prosperity (30:1–10) 
E. The Offer of Life or Death (30:11–20) 

V. Succession of Leadership (31:1–34:12) 
A. Joshua (31:1–13) 
B. Rebellion Foretold (31:14–19) 
C. Song of Moses (31:30–32:47) 

I. D. Last Days of Moses (32:48–34:12) 
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Introduction 
The Old Testament Book of Deuteronomy concludes the Five Books of Moses, known 

collectively as the Pentateuch. In this book, God expresses His gracious intent in contract form, 
similar to an ancient Near Eastern suzerainty treaty. Just as people create contracts to express 
mutual pledges or agreements, God did likewise. Out of love, God bound Himself to His 
covenant people, promising His gracious and forgiving presence. In gratitude, His people 
promised to obey His moral, civil, and religious laws. 

In Genesis, Moses’ first book, we read how God selected Abraham to found a nation 
through whom He would bless the world with a Savior. In Exodus, we learn how God delivered 
this nation from bondage to a cruel oppressor, which points ahead to Christ and our deliverance 
from sin. Also in Exodus, we see how God established His covenant nation, spelling out the 
terms of His covenant, or agreement, at Mount Sinai. In Leviticus, we learn how God provided 
further regulations that allowed His people to enter His holy presence. In the Book of Numbers, 
we see how God remained faithful to His covenant, even though the faith of His chosen people 
and their obedience waned. As one generation died in rebellion, God raised up a second 
generation, bringing them to the edge of the Jordan River, across from the Promised Land. This 
is where Deuteronomy begins. 

Deuteronomy received its title from Septuagint scholars. As these experts translated the 
Hebrew Old Testament into Greek, they applied the Greek deuteronomion, “a second law,” to 
this book. However, Deuteronomy is not a second law, but a restatement of God’s Word—both 
Law and Gospel—to a second generation. In Deuteronomy, Moses delivers a series of three 
farewell sermons: 1:1–4:43; 4:44–28:68; and chapters 29–33. In chapter 34, Joshua records 
Moses’ death and burial. 

When did Moses write Deuteronomy? King Solomon began building the temple in 
Jerusalem in the fourth year of his reign and 480 years after Israel left Egypt (1 Kings 6:1). 
Solomon’s forty-year reign dates from 970–930 BC. The fourth year of his reign—966 BC—
allows us to date the exodus at 1446 BC. In Deuteronomy 1:3, we read, “In the fortieth year, on 
the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the people of Israel.” This allows us date 
Deuteronomy at about 1406 BC. 
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Lesson 1 

A Turning Point 
God’s people stared westward in wonder—across the Jordan River, into the land that God 

had promised to their ancestors. Long ago, God had promised the land they now strained to see 
to Abraham, their greatest patriarch (Genesis 15:7). God’s people faithfully handed down this 
promise to succeeding generations: Abraham to Isaac, Isaac to Jacob, and Jacob to Joseph. 

For a time, the Israelites had nearly forgotten God’s promise, so Moses reminded them. He 
led them out of Egypt to their new home, a land God said was “flowing with milk and honey” 
(Exodus 3:8). They knew the story of how Moses had sent spies into the land. Now, as a new 
generation peers across the Jordan, they remember how ten spies had turned Israel’s heart away 
from God. Only Moses, Joshua, and Caleb remained of the old generation. All of the rest of their 
ancestors—mothers and fathers, aunts and uncles, grandmothers and grandfathers—lie buried 
along the path that led them to the place where they now stood. 

At times, the Israelites wavered in their faith, just as you and I often do. However, God 
remains faithful. Under Moses’ leadership, He has brought the descendants of the exodus and 
wilderness crossing to the banks of the Jordan. The voice of Moses draws their attention. They 
turn to face him. They will listen to their remarkable leader, who himself is about to die. He will 
remind them of God’s covenantal faithfulness that has and will continue to enable their willing 
obedience. 

Ancient Suzerain/Vassal Treaties 
Moses delivered a series of three sermons, which are recorded in the Bible’s fifth book, 

Deuteronomy. Scholars have studied these sermons and have noted a similarity between their 
arrangement and ancient suzerain/vassal treaties. In ancient times, kings or rulers (suzerains) 
made treaties with lesser rulers (vassals) in which they detailed their expectations. Six 
characteristics appear in these treaties. The Book of Deuteronomy contains all six, including  
(1) a preamble; (2) a historical prologue; (3) stipulations of the treaty; (4) provisions for treaty 
renewal; (5) a calling upon divine witnesses; and (6) a series of blessings and curses. 

1. Why do you think God would establish a covenant similar to a legal treaty with which 
His people were familiar? 
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2. Moses delivered his sermons at a major turning point in Israel’s history. Describe that 
turning point. 

 
 
 
 
 

Preamble 
Read Deuteronomy 1:1–5. Suzerain/vassal treaties began with a preamble in which the 

suzerain identified himself to the vassal. Verse 1 contains the phrase “These are the words,” 
Deuteronomy’s ancient Hebrew title. In this case, God is the suzerain, and Moses spoke the 
preamble on God’s behalf (v. 3). 

3. Moses begins with details on Israel’s location at the time of his sermons (vv. 1, 5). Where were 
they? 

 
 
 
 
 
4. The Lord delayed Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land for forty years (Numbers 

14:26–45). He sometimes delays things in our lives. How might these delays prove beneficial? 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical Prologue 
Read Deuteronomy 1:6–18. A historical prologue is another characteristic of a 

suzerain/vassal treaty. Deuteronomy’s historical prologue begins in verse 6 and concludes with 
4:43. 

5. God fulfilled His promise to Abraham (1:10; Genesis 15:5). How? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. As Israel increased in numbers, Moses asked, “How can I bear by myself the weight and 

burden of you . . . ?” (v. 12). What solution did Moses implement (v. 13)? How might this 
solution provide relief in growing congregations today? 
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The Spies 
Read Deuteronomy 1:19–25. Moses recounts sending twelve spies into the land of Canaan. 

All Israel waited at Kadesh-barnea, in the hill country of the Amorites, until the spies returned. 
Twelve spies were sent, one for each of the twelve tribes. 

7. What would be the benefit of sending spies into Canaan? Why would God approve of 
such a practice? 

 
 
 
 
 
8. The spies returned with a divided report. All reported that the land was “good” (v. 25). 

However, ten spies’ hearts “melted” when they saw “great and fortified” cities (v. 28). What 
impact did their report have on the Israelites at Kadesh-barnea? 

 
 
 
 

Rebellion against God 
Read Deuteronomy 1:26–46. Rebellion against God brings consequences. Here we read a 

condensed version of Numbers 14. God disciplines those He loves in order that they may return 
in repentant faith to Him. Israel’s rebellion costs them an entire generation of people. 

9. Moses described the underlying cause of Israel’s rebellion as a lack of belief 
(Deuteronomy 1:32). What does God provide you and me to strengthen our faith in Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
10. God disciplined His people so that only two men of that generation, Caleb (v. 36) and 

Joshua (v. 38), entered the Promised Land. How did this nevertheless demonstrate God’s grace? 
 
 
 
 

Wandering 
Read Deuteronomy 2:1–23. God disciplined Israel for rebelling. During her desert 

wandering, an entire generation died while a younger generation took their place. Yet, God 
graciously traced her every footstep (v. 7). 

11. When did God say the time was right to begin Israel’s conquest (vv. 16–18)? 
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12. God forbade Israel from fighting the people of Esau (v. 4), the Moabites (v. 9), and the 
Ammonites (v. 19). At this point in Israel’s journey, how might even limited conflict have been 
dangerous (see v. 16)? 

 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
One of the central themes of Deuteronomy is God’s faithfulness. While the Israelites often 

broke their promises to God, God never broke His. 
13. Moses continually attributed Israel’s victory over her enemies to God’s hand of 

blessing. At the cross, Jesus defeated our chief enemies of sin, Satan, and death. Discuss how 
Jesus’ death is the source of our strength when we fight the temptation to sin  
(1 Corinthians 10:13). 

 
 
 
 
 
14. Paul writes, “all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus Christ]” (2 Corinthians 

1:20). The Greek verb used here tells us that this was true in the past and is still true today. 
Discuss why Christianity means faith in God’s promises. 

 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Using a Bible atlas or other reliable resource, retrace Israel’s steps from Mount Sinai  
 to Kadesh-barnea. 
• List several ways that God has been faithful to you. 
• Read Deuteronomy 2:24–3:29 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing or reading together “From God Can Nothing Move Me” (LSB 713:1, 2, 7). 
 
From God can nothing move me; 
    He will not step aside 
But gently will reprove me 
    And be my constant guide. 
    He stretches out His hand 
In evening and in morning, 
My life with grace adorning  
    Wherever I may stand. 
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When those whom I regarded 
    As trustworthy and sure 
Have long from me departed, 
    God’s grace shall still endure. 
    He rescues me from sin  
And breaks the chains that bind me.  
I leave death’s fear behind me;  
    His peace I have within. 
 
For thus the Father willed it, 
    Who fashioned us from clay; 
And His own Son fulfilled it 
    And brought eternal day. 
    The Spirit now has come, 
To us true faith has given; 
He leads us home to heaven. 
    O praise the Three in One! 

   From Lutheran Service Book: text (sts. 1–2) © 1978 LBW, administered by Concordia Publishing House.  
   Text (st. 7) © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, send Your Holy Spirit to guide our study of Your Word. May we 

know Your faithfulness, a faithfulness shown to the whole human race through the redemption 
won for us through Jesus Christ. You never waver in Your plan of salvation, for which we give 
you thanks and praise. Amen. 
 


