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Introduction

Welcome to LifeLight
A special pleasure is in store for you. You will be instru-
mental in leading your brothers and sisters in Christ 
closer to Him who is our life and light (John 1:4). 
You will have the pleasure of seeing fellow Christians 
discover new insights and rediscover old ones as they 
open the Scriptures and dig deep into them, perhaps 
deeper than they have ever dug before. More than that, 
you will have the pleasure of sharing in this wonderful 
study.

LifeLight—An In-depth Study
LifeLight is a series of in-depth Bible studies. The goal 
of LifeLight is that through a regular program of in-
depth personal and group study of Scripture, more and 
more Christian adults may grow in their personal faith 
in Jesus Christ, enjoy fellowship with the members of 
His body, and reach out in love to others in witness 
and service.

In-depth means that this Bible study includes the fol-
lowing four components: individual daily home study; 
discussion in a small group; a lecture presentation on 
the Scripture portion under study; and an enhancement 
of the week’s material (through reading the enrichment 
magazine).

LifeLight Participants
LifeLight participants are adults who desire a deeper 
study of the Scriptures than is available in the typical 
Sunday morning adult Bible class. (Mid-to-older teens 
might also be LifeLight participants.) While LifeLight 
does not assume an existing knowledge of the Bible or 
special experience or skills in Bible study, it does assume 
a level of commitment that will bring participants to 
each of the nine weekly assemblies having read the 
assigned readings and attempted to answer the study 
questions. Daily reading and study will require from 15 
to 30 minutes for the five days preceding the LifeLight 
assembly. The day following the assembly will be spent 
reviewing the previous week’s study by going over the 
completed study leaflet and the enrichment magazine.

LifeLight Leadership
While the in-depth process used by LifeLight begins 
with individual study and cannot achieve its aims with-
out this individual effort, it cannot be completed by 
individual study alone. Therefore, trained leaders are 
necessary. You fill one or perhaps more of the impor-
tant roles described below.

The Director

This person oversees the LifeLight program in a local 
center (which may be a congregation or a center operat-
ed by several neighboring congregations). The director

•  serves as the parish LifeLight overall coordinator and 
leader;

• coordinates the scheduling of the LifeLight program;

• orders materials;

• convenes LifeLight leadership team meetings;

• develops publicity materials;

• recruits participants;

• maintains records and budgeting;

•  assigns, with the leadership team, participants to 
small discussion groups;

• makes arrangements for facilities;

•  communicates outreach opportunities to small-
group leaders and to congregational boards;

• follows up on participants who leave the program.

The Assistant Director (optional)

This person may assist the director. Duties listed for 
the director may be assigned to the assistant director as 
mutually agreeable.

The Lecture Leader

This person prepares and delivers the lecture at the 
weekly assembly. (Lesson material for the lecture 
leader begins on p. 9.) The lecture leader

•  prepares and presents the Bible study lecture to the 
large group;

•  prepares worship activities (devotional thought, 
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hymn, prayer), using resources in the study leaflet 
and leaders guide and possibly other, outside sourc-
es;

•  helps the small-group discussion leaders to grow in 
understanding the content of the lessons;

•  encourages prayer at weekly leadership-team and  
discussion-leaders meetings.

The Small-Group Coordinator (optional; the 
director may fill this role)

This person supervises and coordinates the work of the 
small-group discussion leaders. The small-group coor-
dinator

•  recruits with the leadership team the small-group dis-
cussion leaders;

• trains or arranges for training of the discussion leaders;

•  assists the director and discussion leaders in follow-
up and outreach;

•  encourages the discussion leaders to contact absent 
group members;

•  participates in the weekly leadership-team and dis-
cussion-leaders meetings;

• provides ongoing training and support as needed.

The Small-Group Discussion Leaders

These people guide and facilitate discussion of Life-
Light participants in the small groups. (Lesson material 
for the small-group leaders begins on p. 53.) There 
should be one discussion leader for every group of no 
more than 12 participants. The small-group discussion 
leaders are, perhaps, those individuals who are most 
important to the success of the program. They should, 
therefore, be chosen with special care and be equipped 
with skills needed to guide discussion and to foster a 
caring fellowship within the group. These discussion 
leaders

•  prepare each week for the small-group discussion by 
using the study leaflet and small-group leaders guide 
section for that session (see p. 53);

•  read the enrichment magazine as a study supple-
ment;

• guide and facilitate discussion in their small group;

• encourage and assist the discussion group in prayer;

• f oster fellowship and mutual care within the discus-
sion group;

• attend weekly discussion leaders training meetings.

Leadership Training
LifeLight leaders will meet weekly to review the previ-
ous week’s work and plan the coming week. At this ses-
sion, leaders can address concerns and prepare for the 
coming session. LifeLight is a 11⁄2-hour program with no 
possibility for it to be taught in the one hour typically 
available on Sunday mornings. Some congregations, 
however, may want to use the Sunday morning Bible 
study hour for LifeLight preparation and leadership 
training. In such a meeting, the lecture leader and/or 
small-group coordinator may lead the discussion lead-
ers through the coming week’s lesson, reserving 5 or 10 
minutes for problem solving or other group concerns.

While it requires intense effort, LifeLight has proven to 
bring great benefit to LifeLight participants. The effort 
put into this program, both by leaders and by partici-
pants, will be rewarding and profitable.

The LifeLight Weekly Schedule
Here is how LifeLight will work week by week:

1.  Before session 1, each participant will receive the 
study leaflet for session 1 and the enrichment 
magazine for the course. The study leaflet contains 
worship resources (for use both in individual daily 
study and at the opening of the following week’s 
assembly) and readings and study questions for five 
days. Challenge questions will lead those partici-
pants who have the time and desire a greater chal-
lenge into even deeper levels of study.

2.  After the five days of individual study at home, 
participants will gather for a weekly assembly of 
all LifeLight participants. The assembly will begin 
with a brief period of worship (5 minutes). Partici-
pants will then join their assigned small discussion 
groups (of 12 or fewer, who will remain the same 
throughout the course), where they will go over 
the week’s study questions together (55 minutes). 
Assembling together once again, participants will 
listen to a lecture presentation on the readings they 
have studied in the previous week and discussed 
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in their small groups (20 minutes). After the lec-
ture presentation, the director or another leader 
will distribute the study leaflet for the following 
week. Closing announcements and other necessary 
business may take another five minutes before dis-
missal.

     In some places some small groups will not join 
the weekly assembly because of scheduling or 
other reasons. Such groups may meet at another 
time and place (perhaps in the home of one of the 
small group’s members). They will follow the same 
schedule, but they may use a cassette tape to listen 
to the week’s lecture presentation. The discussion 
leader will obtain the tape and leaflets from the 
director. Or a congregation may record the lecture 
given by the lecture leader at the weekly assembly 
and duplicate it for use by other groups meeting 
later in the week.

3.  On the day following the assembly, participants 
will review the preceding week’s work by rereading 
the study leaflet they completed (and that they per-
haps supplemented or corrected during the discus-
sion in their small group) and by reading appropri-
ate articles in the enrichment magazine.

Then the LifeLight weekly study process will begin all 
over again!

Recommended Study and Worship 
Resources
The Lutheran Study Bible. St. Louis: Concordia Pub-
lishing House, 2009. This resource contains more than 
26,000 study and application notes, a most thorough 
reference guide (pp. lxv-cx), and over 90,000 cross-ref-
erences, as well as a 31,000-entry concordance, maps, 
charts, and timelines.

Roehrs, Walter R., and Martin H. Franzmann. Concor-
dia Self-Study Commentary. St. Louis: Concordia Pub-
lishing House, 1979. This one-volume commentary 
on the Bible contains 950 pages and is tailored for lay 
use.

The Concordia Organist is a 31-CD collection of pipe 
organ accompaniments for all the hymns and liturgi-
cal music in Lutheran Service Book. St. Louis: Concor-
dia Publishing House (order no. 99-2264). Use these 
CDs for worship hymn accompaniment.
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Judgment Is Coming!

Amos 7:1–9:15

Preparing for the Session

Central Focus
Prophecy is a vast topic; so vast that we’ll only be able 
to study the highlights in the next weeks. This intro-
ductory study focuses upon justice. When God’s people 
don’t show justice to others, God sends prophets to 
announce His coming judgment.

Objectives
That the participant, as a child of God and with the 
Holy Spirit’s help, will be led to

1.  learn that prophecy is more about the present than 
about the future;

2.  learn how the word forth-telling describes the pur-
pose of prophecy;

3.  study Amos’s words of judgment against injustice 
and sin; and

4.  become acquainted with the role of vision in 
prophecy.

Note for the small-group leaders: Lesson notes 

and other materials you will need begin on page 53.

Session Plan

Worship
Begin the session with the hymn and responsive read-
ing printed in the study leaflet. (Accompaniments are 
available in denominational hymnals, such as Luther-
an Service Book or Lutheran Worship [refer to hymnal 
index]. Note: Concordia Publishing House has avail-
able The Concordia Organist. All the initial worship 
hymns in the LifeLight courses are included in this 
resource. It’s especially helpful for mission congrega-
tions and small parishes. See the list of study resources 

on page 7.) Follow with the prayer printed in the study 
leaflet.

Lecture Presentation

Introduction

Welcome to LifeLight on prophecy! Without further 
ado, here’s today’s first teaching: Sin can be incredibly 
useful for our religious life. Huh? That’s right! Handled 
in a clever way, sin can be incredibly useful for your 
religious life. Knowing about sin can actually help you 
avoid some unpleasant situations.

Think about it. If you’re caught in something wrong, 
this clever approach will get you off pretty easy. It 
works like this: You get caught; you confess; someone 
says you’re forgiven and then you’re free to go on with 
your life, almost as if nothing had happened.

A classic case is slavery. Christian whites “owned” black 
slaves. In some cases they abused their slaves. How can 
we today deal with that injustice? “Oh, it was sinful. 
Shouldn’t have happened, but God forgives. Besides, 
that was so long ago. Let’s get on with life.”

Closer to home: You drive past the soup kitchens, the 
abortion clinics, the jails, the mental-health institu-
tions, the public-aid offices . . . those receiving areas 
for people tossed aside by society. “There but for the 
grace of God go I,” and on you go. Yes, it’s a sorry sight 
caused by sin in this world of ours, but you’ve con-
fessed yours, you’re forgiven, and on you go.

Still closer: You live only for yourself. You work only 
for yourself. You play only for yourself. It’s all about 
you. Come Sunday you say, “I guess I’ve been selfish. 
Father, forgive me. Thank You, Jesus.” And out the door 
you go, clean slate, and it’s still only about you. What 
a deal!

You understand how it works now, don’t you? Sure, 
sin is serious, but handle it the right way in your life 
and it’s incredibly useful for getting wrongdoing off the 
table. Incredibly useful. Let me put it this way: Sin can be 
incredibly useful for dodging your participation in injus-
tice. Injustices done by religious people is the topic of our 
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first week.

Again, welcome to this LifeLight course on prophecy. Did 
you come here to learn some predictions about the future 
of the world? We’ve seen those TV teachers of obscure 
prophecies about the last days of the world. Have you 
read a book or two in the Left Behind series or seen the 
movie? Prophecy does speak about the future. Jesus tells 
us that the Holy Spirit “will tell you what is yet to come” 

(John 16:13). Your desire to learn about the future will 
be satisfied by this course. Each week we’ll be studying 
from the book of prophecies, from the Bible itself.

However, even more than it speaks about the future, 
prophecy is about the present.

Each week a key word will keep us focused. This week 
the word is forth-telling. When religious people find 
clever ways to avoid heartfelt sorrow over their partici-
pation in injustice, the prophets tell forth this message 
from God: “Judgment is coming!” Religious people, 
prepare to meet your God!

1 The Prophets Are Meddlers

A parishioner shook hands with the minister at 
the church door. “Pastor, I almost always love your ser-
mons. Most Sundays you speak so comfortingly about 
God, but not today. Today you were meddling!”

The prophets are meddlers, God’s meddlers. This week 
we’re studying the prophet Amos. He’s the one who first 
said, “Prepare to meet your God” (Amos 4:12). He’s only 
one of a long list of God’s meddling prophets. Moses 
was known as a prophet (Deuteronomy 34:10). Elijah 
and Elisha were prophets. In fact there was a “school of 
prophets” back then. Do you remember who showed 
King David his sin by saying, “You are the man!”  
(2 Samuel 12:7)? It was Nathan, a prophet.

Then there are the “classical prophets.” Some, like Isa-
iah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, are called “major prophets,” 
while others, like Amos, are called “minor prophets,” not 
because their words are less important, but because their 
writings are shorter. The New Testament era knew proph-
ets too. What did Paul say in Ephesians? “It was He who 
gave some to be . . . prophets” (4:11). In the Gospel of 
Luke we meet Anna, called a “prophetess” (Luke 2:36). In 
Acts we meet Christian prophets, including one named 
Agabus, who predicted a famine (Acts 11:27–28). And 
there are more, many more than we have time to list.

Meddlers, all of them meddlers, forth-telling God’s 

judgment against sin. May the Holy Spirit help you and 

me take their meddlesome forth-telling to heart! “If 

anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, 

God will take away from him his share in the tree of life 

and in the holy city” (Revelation 22:19).

A word about some words we’ll be using the next 

weeks. The man or woman inspired by God to speak 

is called a prophet or prophetess, which comes from two 

Greek words that literally mean “to speak for.” When 

the prophet speaks for God, the verb used to describe 

that activity is prophesy. That’s spelled with an s and is 

pronounced PRAH-feh-sigh. For example, another well-

known prophet, Samuel, said to Saul, “The Spirit of the 

Lord will come upon you in power, and you will proph-

esy” (1 Samuel 10:6). What’s the result of prophesying? 

It is the noun, prophecy. That’s spelled with a c and 

pronounced PRAH-feh-see. The prophet prophesies a 

prophecy. Those are the words we’ll be using constantly 

these next weeks.

2 Amos, the Shepherd Prophet 
(Amos 3; 5; 6)

This week we’ll study Amos. Amos was a shepherd from 

Tekoa, a village in the hills, 10 miles south of Jerusalem. 

In our classifications, we might think of a shepherd as 

a layman, but Amos was no laid-back layman. Whether 

Amos liked it or not, God compelled him to speak for 

Him, to be God’s meddler.

(Amos 3:4, 6–8) Does a lion roar in the thick-
et when he has no prey? Does he growl in his 
den when he has caught nothing? When a 
trumpet sounds in a city, do not the people 
tremble? When disaster comes to a city, has 
not the Lord caused it? Surely the Sovereign 
Lord does nothing without revealing His plan 
to His servants the prophets. The lion has 
roared—who will not fear? The Sovereign 
Lord has spoken—who can but prophesy?

God sent the meddler Amos to tell forth this message: 

Judgment is coming! It’s coming to Israel because of 

her injustice. The “haves” have not shown justice to the 

“have-nots.” You “haves” are going to get it for abusing 

the poor and needy, and you “have-nots” will finally be 

cared for.
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(5:7, 10–12) You who turn justice into bitter-
ness and cast righteousness to the ground 
. . . you hate the one who reproves in court 
and despise him who tells the truth. You 
trample on the poor and force him to give 
you grain. . . . You oppress the righteous and 
take bribes and you deprive the poor of jus-
tice in the courts.

Something more. What so infuriated God and put the 

bitter edge on Amos’s words was that the “haves” didn’t 

really care.

(6:1, 3–6) Woe to you who are compla-
cent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on 
Mount Samaria, you notable men of the fore-
most nation, to whom the people of Israel 
come! You put off the evil day and bring 
near a reign of terror. You lie on beds inlaid 
with ivory and lounge on your couches. You 
dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. 
You strum away on your harps like David 
and improvise on musical instruments. You 
drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest 
lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin 
of Joseph.

So Amos announces that judgment is coming: (6:7) 

“Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; 

your feasting and lounging will end.”

Remember the parishioner complaining about the ser-

mon? What made the prophecy of coming judgment 

so shocking was that these people whom Amos criti-

cized practiced their religion. You can almost think of 

them as regular churchgoers, although people didn’t 

have churches in those days in the same way we have 

churches now. They made regular offerings and sacrific-

es; they sang spiritual songs and made religious music; 

they kept the Sabbath day.

Amos prophesies, speaks for God:

(5:21–23) I hate, I despise your religious 
feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. 
Even though you bring Me burnt offerings 
and grain offerings, I will not accept them. 
Though you bring choice fellowship offer-
ings, I will have no regard for them. Away 
with the noise of your songs! I will not listen 

to the music of your harps.

The religion they practiced was akin to the “morning-
after” abortion pill. They lived whatever way they 
pleased, pursuing their passions during the week, striv-
ing after their will instead of God’s will. They deceived 
themselves about their injustice by popping the reli-
gious pill of pleasant ritual.

Today, religious people can show that same clever use—
clever misuse—of sin. “Isn’t it a shame what’s going on? 
Isn’t it sinful? Thank God, we’re religious; we’re forgiv-
en.” It’s a kind of “morning-after” pill. It is, as we said at 
the outset, an incredibly useful way to dodge our own 
participation in wrong. What’s really incredible is not 
that wrong happens but that we religious people can 
hear forth-telling about sin so complacently, not tak-
ing it deep into our hearts and lives. It’s especially we 
religious people who need prophecy. We need God’s 
meddling to put new vigor into our convictions about 
sin and forgiveness. Injustice and justice need to com-
pel us in the twenty-first century after Christ just as they 
compelled Amos in the eighth century before.

3 Injustice Is a Failure of Love 
(Amos 9)

Injustice is a failure of love. (1 John 4:8) “God is love.” 
God is not part love and part anger, not part forgiveness 
and part judgment. God doesn’t have parts. God is one. 
(Deuteronomy 6:4) “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.” This indivisible God is many things 
at one and the same time. Chief of these is love. “God 

is love.”

God’s love is selfless. (1 Corinthians 13:5) Love is not 
self-seeking.” So God is interested in the well-being of 
His creation. (Psalm 145:17) “The Lord is righteous in 
all His ways and loving toward all He has made.”

But how does God feel when His love for all is being 
kept from some people in the world? How does God 
feel when the rich and the powerful are oppressing 
the poor and the weak? How does God feel when His 
people, not godless communists or what have you, but 
His own people are blocking His love to others by their 
own—our own—failure to practice justice? Is it enough 
to have faith and not do good works? The prophet says 
no. Injustice is our failure to share the love God has 
shown to us.
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As injustice is a failure of love, so the coming judgment 
announced by the prophet is also love, about God’s pas-
sion that His love reach to us and through us to others. 
Prophecy has two poles, two seemingly different extremes. 
One pole is a fearful judgment upon sin: (Amos 9:8) 
“Surely the eyes of the Sovereign Lord are on the sinful 
kingdom. I will destroy it from the face of the earth.”

The other pole is quite the opposite. The other pole is 
the promise of forgiveness, of healing, of restoration: 
(9:8, 11) “ ‘Yet I will not totally destroy the house of 
Jacob,’ declares the Lord. ‘In that day I will restore 
David’s fallen tent. I will repair its broken places, restore 
its ruins, and build it as it used to be.’”

The two poles seem totally different, but they have in 
fact only one purpose, to let God’s love for all prevail. 
The prophets’ dire predictions of doom are intended to 
purify, to cleanse, to renovate the hearts of people. The 
forth-telling of judgment springs from God’s jealous 
love, striving to evict our own will, our own self-obses-
sion, our own perverted love and replace it with His 
forgiving, His healing, His restoring love. Justice is the 
result of God’s love—His love for us and, through our 
good words and our good works, His love for others.

These two poles of God’s cleansing love can be dem-
onstrated by Amos’s famous line, “Prepare to meet 
your God.” We imagine some scraggly, unshaven, and 
unkempt prophet who hates humanity and forecasts 
disaster. We see this misanthrope holding his plac-
ard, wishing fire and brimstone as soon as possible 
on everyone and everything. To be sure, in these next 
weeks you’re going to read passage after passage in 
which God does threaten such terrible destruction. But 
such threats are often referred to as His “alien work,” 
because destroying the people He made is not some-
thing in which God delights.

Abraham Heschel was a twentieth-century Jewish schol-
ar of profound experience, learning, and insight. In his 
famous book The Prophets, Heschel teaches that “the 
Hebrew term ‘to meet’ denotes either to go to a place 
to receive favorably a person upon arrival, or to oppose 
someone in battle; it does not mean to head for disaster. 
The term ‘to prepare’ denotes to prepare for war or for 
a constructive achievement, not to prepare for defeat” 
(p. 37). In other words, “Prepare to meet your God” is 
something to look forward to. Meeting God who comes 
in judgment means meeting God who cleanses and 

purifies us, who forgives us and restores us to be agents 

of His love to the world, people of justice.

4 Jesus, the Prophet

There is a prophet we haven’t mentioned yet. He 

is the prophet through whom God meets us with cleans-

ing and restoration. He is the prophet who brings jus-

tice and righteousness into the world and into our lives. 

This is Jesus. “I can see that You are a prophet,” said the 

Samaritan woman to Jesus (John 4:19). So He is. Jesus 

is the prophet in whom God comes to us with purify-

ing judgment. The meddling old promises of doom and 

destruction, the fury of God’s anger at sin and everything 

that thwarts His goodness all came down on Jesus at the 

cross. At the cross God’s judgment was unleashed so that 

God’s love will prevail. (John 15:13) “Greater love has no 

one than this, that He lay down His life for His friends.”

Today the Spirit of God uses the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

to forth-tell God’s forgiveness for sin. The words of the 

Gospel have the power to awaken our love, to root out 

injustice in our own lives, and to do the good works and 

say the good words that God’s selfless love is all about. 

Let one of Amos’s most famous lines be our goal: (5:24) 

“Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never 

failing stream!”

“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).

Concluding Activities

Speak a prayer: Our Father in heaven, we confess that 

we have often weaseled out from hearing the full force 

of Your Law—Your will that we deal justly with others. 

Speak to the ever-burdensome pull of our sinful flesh to 

rely on our own righteousness and religiosity. Forgive 

us and create in us a clean heart, O God. Renew a right 

spirit within us so that in the joy of the salvation we 

have in Jesus, we may grow in loving compassion and 

care for all people. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Make any necessary announcements. Distribute the 

enrichment magazine and encourage participants to 

read it as part of their weekly study. Then distribute 

study leaflet 2.
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