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Introduction

The study of the Bible is nothing less than an exploration into the
thoughts and desires of God for ordinary people like you and me. It
takes us from this hardened and selfish world into the promise of a world
where God’s peace, justice, and mercy will be complete.

Delving into the Bible for the first time can be somewhat intimidat-
ing. We are taken to a distant past that is full of unfamiliar customs and
traditions. We must become acquainted with a nation that viewed the
world differently than many people do today. And we must begin to alter
some of our current definitions to grasp the full meaning of our Lord’s
love and compassion.

As foreign as many customs and traditions might seem to us today, we
will discover that people’s natures remain the same. We are trapped
today—as people were centuries ago—in an imperfect world where evil
and pain seem all too prevalent. We, too, can view the world as mean-
ingless and without hope. But Jesus Christ came to rescue the world
from its quagmire, and His deliverance continues to change our lives.
Pray that the Word of God will begin to alter your perspective. May His
promises give you rich and lasting hope and joy!

How to Use This Study
The Study Guide will direct your study of Revelation. The typical ses-

sion is divided into five parts:
1. Approaching This Study
2. An Overview
3. Working with the Text
4. Applying the Message
5. Taking the Message Home

“Approaching This Study” is intended to whet the reader’s appetite
for the topics at hand. It leads participants into the world of the New
Testament while summarizing the issues to be examined. “An Overview”
summarizes the textual material used in each session. Before the text is
examined in detail, it is viewed as a whole, allowing participants to “see
the forest” before “exploring the trees.” “Working with the Text” draws
participants into deeper biblical study, encouraging them to discover the
gems of universal truth that lie in the details of God’s Word. When ques-
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tions appear difficult or unclear, the Leaders Guide provides a doorway
to the answers. “Applying the Message” leads participants from the
recorded Word of God to its possible application in our present lives. It
helps participants more fully realize the implications of God’s Word for
their daily experience as a Christian. Finally, “Taking the Message
Home” invites participants to continue their scriptural meditation at
home. Suggestions are given for personal reflection, for preview of the
following session, and for private study of topics raised by the session.
The study of God’s Word will be greatly enhanced by those actively pur-
suing the suggestions offered in this section.

Each session ends with some trivia that is intended to spark interest
and generate additional discussion. This can be used to develop inquis-
itiveness and enthusiasm about related issues ripe for exploration.
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Session 1

Christ Revealed to His People

(Revelation 1)

Approaching This Study
What comes to mind when you think about the Book of Revelation?

Is it a difficult book? An exciting one? Does it tell about modern events
in great detail, or does it refer only to past events? Is the book so con-
fusing that you try not to think about it at all? Many Christians have
struggled with these and other questions. Some seem to think that Rev-
elation is the only important book in the Bible, and others act as if it’s
not in the Bible at all.

Revelation is worth studying. It is part of God’s inspired Word to us
today. It teaches us much and can help us to know our Lord. While the
book may be confusing at first, Revelation becomes clearer to us as we
learn about the kind of literature it contains and then read it in context
with the rest of Scripture.

This book was written by John (see Revelation 1:1). The early Chris-
tian church clearly thought that the author was John, the disciple of
Jesus, who also wrote the Gospel and three epistles. While these are dif-
ferent genres of writing, there are a number of themes and characteris-
tics shared by John’s Gospel and the Book of Revelation.

Type of Literature
The major difference between John’s Gospel, John’s epistles, and

Revelation is their genre. Whenever we read, we need to understand the
type of writing that is before us. We have different expectations when
we read a novel than when we read a magazine. We don’t expect the
same characteristics from a reputable newspaper as we do from a
tabloid. If you don’t know whether a story is fact or fiction, it can be dif-
ficult to understand. We also need to know the genre of literature when
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we study biblical books. To understand Revelation, we must recognize
that it is apocalyptic literature. “Apocalyptic” means “revealed” (that’s
why this book is sometimes titled “The Apocalypse of St. John”—it
means the same thing as Revelation). This type of writing was well-
known at the time John wrote his book. It’s found in other biblical
books—Joel, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, and Isaiah 24–27.

1. Apocalyptic literature almost always deals in some way with the
end of the world. But it doesn’t do this directly. Instead, it uses
symbolic or figurative language. That’s what makes the genre
confusing. Not everyone knows the meaning of the symbols.
John tells us what some of the symbols mean. Read Revelation
1:20. What are the symbols that John explains?

2. John uses many other symbols in Revelation. He portrays Jesus
as a lamb. He uses a dragon to depict the devil. The church is a
woman. Numbers have symbolic meaning as well. We will see
many of these symbols in the course of our study. Where should
we look to find the meaning of these symbols?

3. What do you think is the purpose of using symbols and images in
writing? What characteristics does this style give to the book?
What are the dangers of this type of writing?

There are other characteristics of apocalyptic literature. For exam-
ple, the genre views the world in ultimate terms: in the end, everything
is either good or evil. Apocalyptic literature is usually presented as a
vision (see Revelation 1:10). Also, angels tend to be prominent in this
kind of writing. Remember these characteristics, because they are evi-
dent in Revelation.

Types of Interpretation
Knowing that Revelation is apocalyptic literature does not explain all

the differences in interpretation among Christians. There are four basic
ways that people read Revelation. Read the following descriptions
adapted from the Concordia Self-Study Bible:

Preterists understand the book exclusively in terms of its first-
century setting, claiming that most of the events have already
taken place.

Historicists take it as describing the long chain of events from the
time it was first written to the end of history.

Futurists place the book primarily in the end times.
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Idealists view it as symbolic pictures of such truths as the victory
of good over evil.
This study prefers the historicist view. Some of the events we read of

in Revelation were clearly taking place at the time that John was writing.
Some of them have yet to take place.

Consider also the following issue of interpretation: many people read
Revelation as if it were written in chronological order. According to this
view, events must happen in the order in which they are recorded in the
book. However, if we consistently follow this view, we find that the world
actually ends several times! Others believe that John writes in a cyclical
pattern. He retells parts of the story several times, but in different ways,
emphasizing different elements. Through repetition, John raises us to a
higher level of understanding.

There are many other issues of interpretation we could discuss
before we begin reading Revelation, but these are several of the basic
ones. We’ll consider these issues throughout our reading as we study
God’s message to John and to us today.

An Overview
Revelation 1 sets the stage for the rest of the book. John briefly

describes the nature of the book, but he focuses most of this chapter on
the subject of the book—Jesus Christ. Christ is revealed to him in a
vision and commissions him to be a prophet. John also commends this
book to us today. The chapter might be outlined as follows:

Prologue (1:1–3)

Greetings (vv. 4–8)

Christ Commissions John (vv. 9–20)

Working with the Text

Prologue (Revelation 1:1–3)
Read Revelation 1:1–3. What claims does John make about this

book? What promises are made to the reader?
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Greetings (Revelation 1:4–8)
1. Read Revelation 1:4–8. This section is similar to introductions

found in letters in the New Testament. In it we hear greetings to the
reader from John, but also from our triune God. All three persons of the
Trinity are discussed in these verses. How is the Father described in
verse 4? See also Exodus 3:14.

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” (Exodus 3:14)

2. How is the Holy Spirit described? You may find it helpful to con-
sult other translations.

3. How is Jesus described in these verses? How does this help us to
understand the primary focus of Revelation?

4. In verse 8 Jesus calls himself “the Alpha and the Omega.” What
does this mean? Compare the second half of this verse with verse 4.
What does this tell us about Jesus?

5. Verse 7 prophesies about the second coming of Christ. What
specifically does John say that the nations will see at Christ’s return? See
also Zechariah 12:10b and John 19:34.
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They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn
for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as
one grieves for a firstborn son. (Zechariah 12:10b)

One of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden
flow of blood and water. (John 19:34)

Christ Commissions John (Revelation 1:9–20)
1. Read Revelation 1:9–20. Now the substance of the book begins.

Why is it important that John sees this vision and presents it to us? When
does John receive this vision?

2. Verse 13 describes the heart of John’s vision. He tells us that he saw
someone “like a son of man.” What does this mean? See also Daniel
7:13–14 and Mark 8:31.

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son
of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient
of Days and was led into His presence. He was given authority, glory and
sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language wor-
shiped Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass
away, and His kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. (Daniel
7:13–14)

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the
law, and that He must be killed and after three days rise again. (Mark
8:31)
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3. The vision of Jesus Christ is described in detail in verses 12–16.
Reading these words, we obviously encounter rich, symbolic language.
How is Jesus described? What do these details communicate about
Him? See also Exodus 28:4; Daniel 7:9; Daniel 10:5–6; Ezekiel 1:24; and
Ephesians 6:17.

These are the garments they are to make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a
robe, a woven tunic, a turban and a sash. They are to make these sacred
garments for your brother Aaron and his sons, so they may serve Me as
priests. (Exodus 28:4)

As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took
His seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of His head was
white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all
ablaze. (Daniel 7:9)

I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a
belt of the finest gold around his waist. His body was like chrysolite, his
face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like
the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multi-
tude. (Daniel 10:5–6)

When the creatures moved, I heard the sound of their wings, like the
roar of rushing waters, like the voice of the Almighty, like the tumult of
an army. (Ezekiel 1:24)

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. (Ephesians 6:17)

4. Look again at Christ’s words in verses 17–18. From these words,
what can we assume is an important theme of this book?
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Applying the Message
1. John could have presented the material of this chapter in one or

two sentences: Jesus controls all things and He protects us. Instead, John
gives us detailed descriptions of Jesus. Can we enrich our understanding
of God through these verses? What insight have these names and
descriptions given to you?

2. This chapter has a great deal to tell us about the significance and
importance of God’s Word in our lives. What do we learn about the
Word? What are its blessings for us? What can we do to ensure that we
receive these blessings?

3. This chapter presents the main message of Revelation to us. We
discussed that message in question 4 of the last section. What does that
message mean to you today? Where and when is it particularly comfort-
ing?

Taking the Message Home

Review
1. Read Revelation 1 again. Notice the rich way in which John pre-

sents his vision to us. Contemplate the tremendous blessings that God
has given us through Christ, and thank Him in prayer and worship.
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2. Look up apocalyptic literature in a Bible dictionary. Review its
description. How does what we have studied fit this description?

Looking Ahead
Next week we will study Revelation 2–3. These chapters focus on

Christ’s revelation to seven churches in Asia Minor and to us today.

Working Ahead
1. Read Revelation 2–3. As you read the letters to the seven church-

es, you will see that the letters are all different. But there is a pattern
that links them together. What kind of pattern can you see?

2. Look at a map of Asia Minor at the time when Revelation was writ-
ten (there may be one in your Bible). See if you can find the island of
Patmos and the location of the seven churches that are addressed in
these chapters.

3. Do any of these letters sound like they were written to you? Which
one(s)? Why?

Did You Know?

What’s in a Name?

Many people will tell you that the last book of the Bible is
Revelations. In saying this, they are nearly right. Actually, the last
book of the Bible is called Revelation. The difference is only one
letter—an extra s. This may seem like a minor difference. But that
single letter can actually change the meaning of the title and the
focus of the entire book.

To name this book Revelations is to emphasize the details. There
are, indeed, many details revealed to us in this book. John sees
many different things while experiencing his vision. But his book
is not really a series of revelations about the future. Rather, it is
one revelation. It reveals to us only one thing—Jesus Christ. That
is what St. John claims about his book—it is the Revelation of
Jesus Christ. Our Savior is the focus of the entire book. If we
remember that, we won’t find ourselves so easily distracted by all
of the little details. If we know Jesus, we know the main message
of Revelation.
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