
ECCLESIASTES 
Enjoying God's Gifts 

I know that there i s  nothing better for men than to be happy and do good 
while they live. That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction 

in all his toil-this i s  the gift of God. Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 

By Kurt W. Brink 

C O N C O R D I A  P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E  . S A I N T  L O U I S  

SAMPLE



Copyright O 1996 by Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 

1-800-325-3040 www.cph.org 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House. 

Edited by Julene Gernant Dumit 

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION @. NIVB. Copyright 0 1973, 
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

SAMPLE



Contents 

Preface 

Lesson 1-The Author and Time 

Lesson 2-J?rom Cradle to Grave 

Lesson 3-The Creator and Sinful Creatures 

Lesson 4-Christian, Enjoy Life 

Lesson 5-Worship and Wisdom 

Lesson 6-The Bad and the Good 

Leaders Notes 

Preparing to Teach Ecclesiastes 

Lesson 1 

Lesson 2 

Lesson 3 

Lesson 4 

Lesson 5 

Lesson 6 

SAMPLE



Preface 

My goal in preparing this study was to make available to all Christians 
the wealth of divine wisdom for daily living this book of the Bible contains. 

The study guide is a topical, thematic, and categorized arrangement of 
Ecclesiastes. Because of the thematic arrangement, the same verses may 
appear under different categories. 

The goals of this study are to discover the truths of Solomon, the wisest 
of men, and to guide students deeply into all of the Bible so that they may 
obtain all of the spiritual riches of our Savior from sin, Jesus Christ, who is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

I am grateful for the faithful assistance of a number of brother pastors 
in the Albuquerque area who critiqued the manuscript and made numerous 
suggestions for improving it. I am also deeply indebted to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce Wickesberg for typing the manuscript. 
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Lesson 1 

The Author and Time 

Theme Verse 
"I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are 

meaningless, a chasing after the wind (Ecclesiastes 1:14). 

Goal 
We seek to learn from Solomon how to view and live life in a sinful 

world, a world that sometimes seems meaningless. 

What's Going On Here? 
"He was wiser than any other man" (1 Kings 4:31)-thus the Scrip- 

tures describe the man the Holy Spirit used to give our world the precious 
biblical book of Ecclesiastes. King Solomon will supply readers with a 
wide variety of instruction in Christian truth and living. He addresses oft- 
repeated themes such as "under the sun," "meaningless, a chasing after the 
wind," and "time," which we will look at in this first lesson. Bon voyage! 

Searching the Scriptures 
The Author of Ecclesiastes 

1. Read Ecclesiastes 1:1, 12-13, 16. What do these verses tell us 
about the author of Ecclesiastes? Compare 1 Kings 4:1, 29-34. Although 
the book of Ecclesiastes never mentions Solomon by name, why is he a 
likely candidate for the authorship of this book? 
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2. Read 1 Kings 3:7-14. Why did Solomon ask the Lord for wisdom? 
Read 1 Kings 3:16-26. How did Solomon reveal his great wisdom as 
judge of Israel? 

3. Despite his great wisdom, Solomon repeatedly did things that were 
very foolish and had grave consequences. Read 1 Kings 1l:l-13. What 
were the consequences of Solomon's foolish actions? 

Read Ecclesiastes 2:4-11. Ecclesiastes seems to have been written 
late in the author's life. One of its main themes is the emptiness of life 
without God. Thus some scholars see in Ecclesiastes evidence that later in 
life Solomon repented of his idolatry. 

Under the Sun 
1. Solomon used the phrase "under the sun" 29 times. Read the follow- 

ing verses and describe what Solomon meant by that phrase: Ecclesiastes 
1:9; 2:17-19; 4:l-3; 6:12; 8:15; 9:3. 

2. Solomon's use of the term implies that there is something beyond life 
under the sun. Read Revelation 21:l-3, 22-23. What will be the role of 
the sun in that life? 

Meaningless 
Read Ecclesiastes 1:2 and 12:s. These two declarations frame the 

book of Ecclesiastes and proclaim one of its main themes. The Hebrew 
word rendered "meaningless" by the NIV is difficult to translate. Some- 
times it is translated as "vanity." The literal meaning of the word carries 
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the sense of something being transitory, of something having little lasting 
value. But as used in Ecclesiastes it seems also to mean something that is 
absurd, that makes no logical sense or goes against the way people nor- 
mally think that life should work. 

At times Solomon seems to have taken the perspective of someone who 
has no relationship with God. This perspective is especially prevalent in 
the first six chapters of the book. Some interpreters think Solomon did 
that in order to convince his hearers/readers of the futility of life apart 
from God. At other times Solomon seems to have been reflecting how 
absurd life in a fallen world can seem even to believers. 

1. Read 1:14. Solomon illustrated his point about meaningless life by 
using a word picture. How would you describe the action mentioned in 
this verse? 

2. Read the following verses and note some of the specific things 
Solomon labeled as meaningless and why: 1:16-18; 2: 17-2 1; 3: 18-19; 
5:lO; 7:15; 8:14. Based on these verses, what would you say is the root 
cause of this meaninglessness? 

3. Read 3:12-13; 9:7-10; 12:13. What is Solomon's advice for living in 
this fallen, often absurd world? 
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Time 
1. Read 3:l-8. What point is Solomon making here? How does this 

affect the way we approach life? 

2. Read 3:ll. How does this sense of eternity set human beings apart 
from other creatures whom God gave life? What are all human beings 
aware of in light of this sense of eternity? Even so, under what limitations 
are human beings? 

3. Read 7:14. What does Solomon urge us to be when times are good? 
What are we to remember when times are bad? What may God's purpose 
be when He lets Christians experience bad times? 

4. Read 7:17. What are some reasons people die before their time is up? 
Read 9:ll-12. How does the reference to fish and birds remind us that 
daily they are only a breath away from meeting their Maker? 
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The W o r d  for Us 
1. How can Solomon's perspective on life in a sinful world and on time 

keep us from becoming disillusioned when life seems absurd? 

2. Discuss the following: Christians should frequently utilize "a time to 
speak" (3:7) about their faith in Jesus. 

3. In the case of Christians "a time to hate" (3:8) is always for which 
three-letter word? Why? 

4. What situations in your life can you identlfy that occurred at the right 
time? Reflect on this statement: God's guiding hand has shaped my life. 
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Closing 
Sing or read together the following stanzas of "All Depends on Our Pos- 

sessing": 

All depends on our possessing 
God's free grace and constant blessing, 
Though all earthly wealth depart. 
They who trust with faith unshaken 
By their God are not forsaken 
And will keep a dauntless heart. 

He who to this day has fed me 
And to many joys has led me 
Is and ever shall be mine. 
He who did so gently school me, 
He who daily guides and rules me 
Will remain my help divine. 

Well He knows what best to grant me; 
All the longing hopes that haunt me, 
Joy and sorrow, have their day. 
I shall doubt His wisdom never; 
As God wills, so be it ever; 
I commit to Him my way. 

If my days on earth He lengthen, 
God my weary soul will strengthen; 
All my trust in Him I place. 
Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 
Safe I anchor in His grace. 
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Preparing to Teach Ecclesiastes 
In preparation to teach, consult introductions to the book of Ecclesi- 

astes (such as the one in the Concordia Self-Study Bible), and if possible 
read the People's Bible Commentary volume on Ecclesiastes entitled 
Ecclesiastes/Song of Songs, available from Concordia Publishing Ilouse. 
Another excellent resource is Exposition of Ecclesiastes by H. C. Leupold, 
Baker Book House, 1952. Although it is not strictly a commentary, the sec- 
tion on Ecclesiastes in The Word Becoming Flesh by Horace Hummel 
(Concordia, 1979) also contains much that is of value for the proper inter- 
pretation of this biblical book. Hummel answers arguments made by 
Leupold and others against solomonic authorship. 

Also read the text in a modern translation. The NN is generally referred 
to in the lesson comments. The NN shows clear paragraph divisions, the 
structure of the book, and the poetic form in which much of Ecclesiastes is 
written. 

In the section "Searching the Scriptures," the leader serves as a guide, 
using the questions given (or others) to help the class discover what the 
text actually says. This is a maj, or part of teaching, namely, directing the 
learners to discover for themselves. Another maj, or portion of each lesson 
is helping the students by discussion to see the meaning for our times, for 
the church and world today, and especially for our own lives. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader or facilitator. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. 
No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class many eyes see 
many things and can apply them to many life situations. The leader should 
resist the temptation to "give the answers" and so act as an "authority." 
This teaching approach stifles participation by individual members and 
can actually hamper learning. As a general rule the teacher is not to "give 
interpretation" but to "develop interpreters." Of course there are times 
when the leader should and must share insights and information gained by 
his or her own deeper research. The ideal class is one in which the leader 
guides class members through the lesson and engages them in meaningful 
sharing and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the les- 
son at the close. As a general rule, don't explain what the learners can dis- 
cover by themselves. 

The general aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, 
not merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but also in Christian 
thinking and living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and 
skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and 
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the world of our day. The guiding question will be, What does the Lord 
teach us for life today through the book of Ecclesiastes? 

Teaching the Old Testament 
Teaching the Old Testament can degenerate into mere moralizing, in 

which do-goodism becomes a substitute for the Gospel and sanctification 
gets confused with justification. Actually the justified sinner is not moved 
by Law but by God's grace to a totally new life. His or her faith in Christ is 
always at work in every context of life. Meaningful personal Christianity 
consists of faith flowing from God's grace and is evidenced in love for 
other people. Having experienced God's free grace and forgiveness, the 
Christian daily works in his or her world to reflect the will of God for 
humanity in every area of human endeavor. 

The Christian leader is Gospel oriented, not Law oriented. He or she dis- 
tinguishes Law from Gospel. Both are needed. There is no clear Gospel 
unless we first have been crushed by the Law and see our sinfulness. There 
is no genuine Christianity where faith is not followed by life pleasing to 
God. In fact, genuine faith is inseparable from life. The Gospel alone cre- 
ates in us the new heart that causes us to love God and our neighbor. 

When Christians teach the Old Testament, they do not teach it as a "law- 
book," but instead as books containing both Law and Gospel. They see the 
God of the Old Testament as a God of grace who out of love establishes a 
covenant of mercy with His people (Deut. 7:6-9) and forgives their sins. 
Christians interpret the Old Testament using the New Testament message 
of fulfilled prophecy through Jesus Christ. They teach as leaders who per- 
sonally know the Lord Jesus as Savior, the victorious Christ who gives all 
believers a new life (2 Cor. 517 )  and a new mission (John 20:21). 

Pace Your Teaching 
Do not try to cover every question in each lesson. This attempt would 

lead to undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. 
Spend no more than five minutes with "Theme Verse" and "Goal" and two 
or three minutes with "What's Going On Here?" Allow 20 minutes to apply 
the lesson ("The Word for Us") and five minutes for "Closing." This sched- 
ule, you will notice, allows only about 30 minutes for working with the text 
("Searching the Scriptures"). 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to "drag" and become 
tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it deeply meaningful. Elimi- 
nate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most mean- 
ingful to the members of the class. If most members study the text at 
home, they can report their findings, and the time gained can be applied to 
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relating the lesson to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 

faction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

The material in this guide is designed to aid Bible study, that is, a con- 
sideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and personal appli- 
cation growing out of the text at hand. The typical lesson is divided into 
these sections: 

1. "Theme Verse" 
2. "Goal" 
3. "What's Going On Here?" 
4. "Searching the Scriptures" 
5. "The Word for Us" 
6. "Closing" 
"Theme Verse" and "Goal" give the leader assistance in arousing the 

interest of the group in the concepts of the chapter. Do not linger too long 
over the introductory remarks. Merely show that the material to be studied 
is meaningful to Christian faith and life today. 

"What's Going On Here?" helps you gain an understanding of the textual 
portion to be considered in the session. Before the text is broken down for 
closer scrutiny, it should be seen in the perspective of a greater whole. At 
this point the class leader takes the participants to a higher elevation to 
show them the general layout of the lesson. The overview gives the group 
an idea where it is going, what individual places are to be visited, and how 
the two are interrelated. 

"Searching the Scriptures" provides the real "spadework necessary for 
Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts 
and observes them. Comment from the leader is needed only to the extent 
that it helps the group understand the text. The questions in the study 
guide are intended to help the learners discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the 
message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, we 
proceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, evaluation, and applica- 
tion. This is done, as the study guide suggests, by taking the truths of 
Ecclesiastes and applying them to the world and Christianity in general 
and then to personal Christian life. Class time may not permit discussion 
of all questions and topics. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but the study guide is not. The 
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guide offers only suggestions. The leader should not hesitate to alter the 
guidelines or substitute others to meet his or her needs and the needs of 
the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and your class 
period. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or herself. 
For the teacher this means directing the learner, not giving the learner 
answers. Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture. What 
discussion questions will you ask? At what points? Write them in the mar- 
gin of your study guide. Involve class members, but give them clear direc- 
tions. 

Begin the class with prayer, and allow for a brief time of worship at the 
end of the class session. Suggestions for closing devotions are given in the 
study guide. Remember to pray frequently outside of class for yourself and 
your class. May God the Holy Spirit bless your study and your leading of 
others into the comforting truths of God's Christ-centered Word. 
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Lesson I 
The Author and Time 

The Class Session 
Have volunteers read the "Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's Going On 

Here?" 

Searching the Scriptures 
The Author of Ecclesiastes 

1. From Ecclesiastes we learn that the author was known as the 
Teacher, that he was a son of David, that he was king over Israel in 
Jerusalem, and that he had devoted himself to the study of wisdom. 
Solomon fits all these criteria. He was especially well known for the great 
wisdom that the Lord had given him. 

2. Solomon asked for a discerning heart so that he could wisely govern 
the people God had entrusted to him. The wisdom God gave him was evi- 
dent in his ability to distinguish who indeed was the child's mother in the 
incident recorded in 1 Kings 3:16-26. 

3. Solomon married many foreign women who led him away from total 
devotion to the Lord and into idolatry. As a consequence, the Lord would 
divide Solomon's kingdom and give most of it to one of his subordinates. 
Note that in His grace and for the sake of David and Jerusalem, the Lord 
would reserve one tribe for the descendants of Solomon. 

Under the Sun 
1. Solomon used the phrase "under the sun" to refer to this life-life on 

earth-with all of its limitations. 
2. In heaven God will dwell with His people and give them light. There- 

fore there will be no need for the sun. 

Meaningless 
1. "Chasing after the wind" is a futile activity, a further description of 

meaningless life, especially if one does not have the perspective of eterni- 
ty. 

2. l:16-18-Wisdom itself, when one really understands how the world 
works, especially apart from God, leads to grief. Note that in other places 
in Ecclesiastes (such as 7:ll-12) and in Proverbs Solomon talked about 
the virtues of wisdom. 

2:17-21-Death robs a person of the opportunity to eqjoy the fruits of 
his or her labors, which are then left to someone who did not earn them. 
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3:18-19-People as well as animals die, and thus without God and the 
hope of everlasting life, the span of their life is meaningless. 

510-Wealth is meaningless because those who have it are never satis- 
fied. 
7:15; 8:14--The injustice of a wicked person being treated as a right- 

eous person is absurd, meaningless. 
The root cause of all this meaninglessness is sin, sin which causes injus- 

tice and reaps death. 
3. Solomon's advice is to be happy, to do good, to enjoy the earthly 

blessings God has given-food, wine, clothing, family, work-and to fear 
God and keep His commandments. 

Time 
1. Some of the activities in Solomon's list are behaviors over which peo- 

ple have some control. Others are totally beyond their control-such as 
the time of their birth. Thus Solomon's point seems to be that all events are 
in the hands of God. When we view life from that perspective we can 
accept the bad times as well as the good, knowing that nothing that hap- 
pens to us is beyond God's knowledge and control and that God will be 
with us and strengthen us in all things. 

2. God set human beings apart from other living creatures by giving 
them a sense that there is something beyond this life. This includes a 
knowledge about God that can be deduced from the created world. In the 
words of Paul, "What may be known about God is plain to them, because 
God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's 
invisible qualities-His eternal power and divine nature-have been clear- 
ly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are with- 
out excuse" (Rorn. 1:19-20). This is called general knowledge of God. Yet 
even with that knowledge human beings cannot understand what God has 
done from the beginning to the end. They especially know nothing of the 
salvation God has worked for them in Christ apart from the Scriptures, 
where God has revealed that special knowledge. 

3. Solomon urges us to be happy when times are good and, as was dis- 
cussed in question 1 above, to remember when times are bad that all of our 
times are in the hands of our gracious God. Answers will vary. God some- 
times allows bad to happen to His children to teach them and to help them 
become the people He has recreated them to be in Christ. 

4. People sometimes die before their time is up because they are foolish 
or wicked. Like fish and birds that are easily ensnared, we too may be 
overtaken by evil times and stand before God at a time when we least 
expected to die. 
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The Word for Us 
1. Sin, Satan, and evil have totally corrupted this world, and thus, at 

times, life seems absurd. Although we see life from the perspective of 
those who know and love God, we would be naive to think that the absur- 
dity of life will never affect us. But even when life seems meaningless we 
can enjoy God's gifts and say with the psalmist: "But I trust in You, 0 LORD; 
I say, 'You are my God.' My times are in Your hands" (Psalm 31:1P15). 

2. Answers will vary. As Peter tells us, we are always to be prepared to 
share the Gospel (1 Peter 3:15). 

3. Christians are always to hate sin. 
4. Answers will vary. 

Closing 
Follow the suggestion in the study guide. 
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