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Encouragement for Faith 

Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: 
some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 

Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and 
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

Daniel 12:Z-3 
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Lesson I 

Introduction and Overview 

Theme Verse 
While I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier 

vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 
He instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you 
insight and understanding." (Daniel 9:21-22) 

Goal 
In this session we aim to develop an appreciation for the type of litera- 

ture contained in the book of Daniel as a means by which God communi- 
cates to us His message of judgment and salvation. What we learn in this 
lesson will help us to appreciate the message of Daniel as primarily one of 
encouragement for God's people to remain in their faith. 

What's Going On Here? 
Along with the book of Revelation, the average Christian surely finds 

Daniel to be the most difficult portion of Holy Scripture to understand. The 
problems that we encounter in interpreting these two books stem, in part, 
from the fact that both are examples of a type of literature known as 
"apocalyptic" (a-pak-a-LIP-tik). The Greek word apocalypsis (a-pak-a-LIP- 
sis), meaning "revelation," is the name given to the last book of the Bible in 
the Greek New Testament, and from it we derive the name apocalyptic. 

Daniel is an early example of apocalyptic, a type of literature that 
became more widely used among the Jewish people during the last cen- 
turies of the Old Testament era. As an apocalyptic book, Daniel has certain 
features in common with other apocalyptic writings, including the book of 
Revelation and a host of nonbiblical documents. Therefore, it is important 
that we know something about apocalyptic literature in general before we 
attempt to study one of the biblical apocalyptic writings. 
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Searching the Scriptures 
Characteristics of Apocalyptic Literature 

Certain kinds of literature, such as Greek tragedy, are distinguished by 
certain features common to all examples of that type of literature. Among 
apocalyptic writings, one can also identify certain common characteris- 
tics. In general terms it may be said that apocalyptic is distinguished by the 
following literary features: 

1. Deliverance from affliction. Apocalyptic writings generally are writ- 
ten during a time of spiritual affliction. The author takes a limited interest 
in the events of history and instead looks beyond history to a time of deliv- 
erance. For this reason apocalyptic literature stresses the end times and 
the final triumph of God's people. Therefore, the resurrection of the dead 
and the final judgment are frequently prominent themes of apocalyptic 
writing. 

2. Dualism. Dualism is the name given to the manner in which apoca- 
lyptic writing views the world as caught up in a great struggle between 
God and those in His camp against all the forces of evil. As a result, angels 
often play a major role in apocalyptic literature. The authors of apocalyp- 
tic writings look to a final victory to be won by God on behalf of His peo- 
ple. 

3. God's control. Despite the seemingly hopeless circumstances in 
which apocalyptic is written, its message is that God is still in control. We 
will note a number of examples of this throughout the book of Daniel. 

4. Revelation of divine secrets. Apocalyptic writings give (or at least 
claim to give) revelations of divine secrets and mysteries concerning the 
current and future status of the world. Often such revelations are commu- 
nicated by dreams or visions. As a portion of Holy Scripture, the book of 
Daniel contains revelations that were given by the triune God and are 
therefore true and reliable. 

5. Symbolism. Apocalyptic literature makes extensive use of symbolism 
that often seems bizarre. Apocalyptic symbols frequently include beasts 
and numbers. The symbolic numbers of apocalyptic are often used in a 
cosmic calendar of events leading to the end of time. It is particularly the 
use of symbolism that makes apocalyptic writing so difficult to under- 
stand. 

Look up the following passages from Daniel, and note which of the 
above mentioned characteristics of apocalyptic literature are found in 
each. 
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The Interpretation of Apocalyptic Literature 
Throughout the history of the Christian church, there have been essen- 

tially four different methods proposed for interpreting the apocalyptic 
writings of the Holy Scriptures: 

1. Some argue that the apocalyptic writings described historical events 
that had already occurred at the time of writing. The real author claimed to 
be some important individual from the past who had predicted these 
occurrences. Thus the "prophecy" of apocalyptic was actually written after 
the fact. While this interpretation holds true for much nonbiblical apoca- 
lyptic literature, the Christian confesses that biblical apocalyptic literature 
is truly prophetic and indeed was written prior to the events it describes as 
happening in the future. 

2. Others see apocalyptic literature as dealing only with what is to take 
place immediately before and after the end of the world. While apocalyptic 
does stress the end times, an interpretation like this fails to consider the 
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historical context out of which a particular apocalyptic writing arose and 
the message that it had also for the people for whom it was originally writ- 
ten. 

3. Still others believe that apocalyptic has nothing to do with actual his- 
torical events but merely gives general principles of life. This approach 
also ignores the original historical circumstances out of which apocalyptic 
writings arose and overlooks that fact that the Scriptures usually teach 
gc ~ ~ e r a l  principles by way of specific and concrete events in history. 

4. The most satisfying approach is to see apocalyptic literature as a 
broad sketch of the entire history of God's dealings with His people up to 
and including the end. This interpretation takes into account both the orig- 
.rial circumstances and also the fact that biblical apocalyptic literature 
speaks to all generations of humanity. 

Author 
What indication about the authorship of the book of Daniel is given in 

the following passages: 7:l-2, 28; 8:1, 15; 9:2; 10:2; 12:4, 5? What infor- 
mation on the identity of the author of this book is given to us in Matthew 
24:15? 

Historical Circumstances 
The message of Daniel is more readily understood when we are aware 

of the political history of the times described by this portion of Scripture. 
1. Read Daniel 7:3, 17. What is symbolized by the beasts of this vision? 

2. Compare Daniel 7:4 with 4:28-34. What great world empire is repre- 
sented by the first beast? 

3. Compare Daniel 7:6 with 8:21-22. What world empire is symbolized 
by the third beast? 
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4. Compare Daniel 7:5 with 8:5-7, 20. Of what great world empire is 
the second beast a symbol? 

5. What is said of the fourth beast in Daniel 7:7? 

Outline 
The book of Daniel may be outlined easily, for it divides naturally into 

two parts. Chapters 1-6 consist of narratives from the life of Daniel. 
Chapters 7-12 recount visions of future world events that were given to 
him. 

Language 
The book of Daniel is one of a handful of Old Testament books (the oth- 

ers being Genesis, Jeremiah, and especially Ezra) which contain portions 
written in Aramaic (a language similar to Hebrew that served as the lan- 
guage of international relations during the times described in Daniel). The 
Aramaic portion of Daniel begins with the words "0 king" in 2:4 and con- 
tinues until the end of chapter 7. There is no apparent reason for the bilin- 
gual character of Daniel. 

The Word for Us 
1. In what ways are the times in which we are living similar to those dur- 

ing which Daniel and other apocalyptic writings were composed? 

2. Why do the circumstances in which we live make the message of 
Daniel particularly applicable to our own daily lives? Why is it that Daniel 
is relevant to all eras of the existence of the people of God? 

SAMPLE



3. What are some principles that are important for correctly understand- 
ing the book of Daniel? 

Closing 
Read or sing together the first two stanzas of "I Will Sing My Maker's 

Praises": 

I will sing my Maker's praises 
And in Him most joyful be, 
For in all things I see traces 
Of His tender love to me. 
Nothing else than love could move Him 
With such deep and tender care 
Evermore to raise and bear 
All who try to serve and love Him. 
All things else have but their hour, 
God's great love retains its pow'r. 

He so cared for and esteemed me 
That the Son He loved so well 
He gave for me to redeem me 
From the quenchless flames of hell. 
0 Lord, spring of boundless blessing, 
How then could my finite mind 
Of Your love the limit find 
Though my efforts were unceasing? 
All things else have but their hour, 
God's great love retains its pow'r. 
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Encouragement for Faith 

Leaders Notes 
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Preparing to Teach Daniel 
The book of Daniel includes some of the most challenging items for 

study in all of God's Word. The materials in these notes are designed to 
help you in leading others through this portion of the Holy Scriptures. Nev- 
ertheless, this booklet is to be an aid to and not a substitute for your own 
study of and preparation for teaching the book of Daniel. 

If you have the opportunity, you will find it helpful to make use of other 
biblical reference works in the course of your study. The two best com- 
mentaries on the book of Daniel are those written by Herbert C. Leupold 
(Exposition of Daniel, 1949, reprinted 1969 by Baker, Grand Rapids) and 
Edward J. Young (The P~ophecy of Daniel: A Commentary, Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1949). Although it is not strictly a commentary, the section on 
Daniel in The Word Becoming Flesh by Horace Hurnrnel (St. Louis: Con- 
cordia, 1979) also contains much that is of value for the proper interpreta- 
tion of this biblical book. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. No one per- 
son can discover all it has to offer. In a class many eyes see many things 
and can apply them to many life situations. The leader should resist the 
temptation to "give the answers" and so act as an "authority." This teach- 
ing approach stifles participation by individual members and can actually 
hamper learning. As a general rule the teacher is not to "give interpreta- 
tion" but to "develop interpreters." Of course there are times when the 
leader should and must share insights and information gained by his or her 
own deeper research. The ideal class is one in which the leader guides 
class members through the lesson and engages them in meaningful sharing 
and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the lesson at the 
close. As a general rule, don't explain what the learners can discover by 
themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available to 
emphasize significant points of the lesson. Rephrase your inquiries or the 
inquiries of participants as questions, problems, or issues. This provokes 
thought. Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard or newsprint 
the answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the dis- 
cussion. Ask additional questions to fill gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, not 
merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian thinking and 
living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for 
Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and the world 

SAMPLE



of our day. The guiding question will be this: What does the Lord teach us 
for life today through the book of Daniel. 

Pace Your Teaching 
The lessons in this course of study are designed for a study session of at 

least an hour in length. If it is the desire and intent of the class to complete 
an entire lesson each session, it will be necessary for you to keep careful 
watch over the class time. At times it may be necessary for you to summa- 
rize the content of certain answers or biblical references in order to pre- 
serve time. Asking various class members to look up different Bible pas- 
sages and to read them aloud to the rest of the class will save time over 
having every class member look up each reference. 

Also, you may not want to cover every question in each lesson. This may 
lead to undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. 
Spend no more than 5-10 minutes with "Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's 
Going On Here?" Take time to go into the text by topic, but not word by 
word. Get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the class gain 
understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately 10-15 minutes 
for "The Word for Us." Allowing approximately 5 minutes for "Closing" and 
announcements, you will notice, allows you only approximately 30 min- 
utes for "Searching the Scriptures." 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to drag and become tire- 
some. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it meaningful. Eliminate some 
questions and restrict yourself to those questions most meaningful to the 
members of the class. If most members study the text at home, they can 
report their findings, and the time gained can be applied to relating the les- 
son to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 

faction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

This set of 13 lessons is based on a timely Old Testament book-Daniel. 
The material is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to aid a consideration 
of the written Word of God, with discussion and personal application 
growing out of the text at hand. 

The typical lesson is divided int,o these sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Goal 
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3. What's Going On Here? 
4. Searching the Scriptures 
5. The Word for Us 
6. Closing 

"Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's Going On Here?" give the leader 
assistance in arousing the interest of the group in the concepts of the les- 
son. Here the leader stimulates minds. Do not linger too long over the 
introductory remarks. 

"Searching the Scriptures" provides the real spadework necessary for 
Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts 
and observes them. Comments from the leader are needed only to the 
extent that they help the group understand the text. The same is true of 
looking up the indicated parallel passages. The questions in this guide, 
arranged under subheadings and corresponding to sections within the 
text, are intended to help the participants discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the 
message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, pro- 
ceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, evaluation, and application. 
This is done, as this guide suggests, by taking the truths found in Daniel 
and applying them to the world and Christianity, in general, and then to 
personal Christian life. Class time may not pennit discussion of all ques- 
tions and topics. In preparation the leader may need to select one or two 
and focus on them. These questions bring God's message to the individual 
Christian. Close the session by reviewing one important truth from the les- 
son. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but this study guide is not. The 
notes in this section offer only guidelines and suggestions. Do not hesitate 
to alter the guidelines or substitute others to meet your needs and the 
needs of the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and your 
class period. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or 
herself. For the teacher this means directing the learner, not giving the 
learner answers. Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture. 
What discussion questions will you ask? At what points? Write them in the 
margin of your study guide. Involve class members, but give them clear 
directions. What practical actions might you propose for the week follow- 
ing the lesson? Which of the items do you consider most important for 
your class? 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 minutes? 
an hour? or an hour and a half? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn 
to become a wise steward of class time. 

Be sure to take time to summarize the lesson, or have a class member 
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do it. Plan brief opening and closing devotions, using members of the 
class. 

Remember to pray frequently for yourself and your class. May God the 
Holy Spirit bless your study and your leading of others into the comforting 
truths of God's Christ-centered Word. 
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Lesson I 
Introduction and Overview 

The Class Session 
Have volunteers read "Theme Verses," "Goal," and "What's Going On 

Here?" 

Searching the Scriptures 
Characteristics of Apocalyptic Literature 

Read aloud or ask a volunteer to read the introductory material in this 
section. In connection with points 1 and 2, point out that for Christians the 
victory is already assured because of Christ's resurrection. This victory 
will be completed when our Lord comes again on the Last Day to raise us 
from the dead so that we may live with Him forever in heaven. In connec- 
tion with point 5,  note that a knowledge of the religious, historical, and cul- 
tural background of an apocalyptic writing helps us understand the syrn- 
bolism it uses. Much of the symbolism of the book of Daniel may be 
understood in light of the historical circumstances affecting the people of 
Israel at the time when Daniel was written. (The historical background of 
the book of Daniel is covered later in this lesson.) By understanding the 
symbols used in an apocalyptic writing such as Daniel, one is greatly aided 
in uncovering its proper (literal) interpretation. 

Quickly lead the class through an examination of the passages listed in 
the study guide in order that all may get a feel for Daniel as an example of 
apocalyptic literature. Or you might want to divide the verses among class 
members and have them read the passages aloud and note which charac- 
teristic(~) of apocalyptic are evident. 

The Interpretation of Apocalyptic Literature 
The following information may be used to supplement the readings 

from the study guide. 
1. This is the usual approach of those who employ the historical-critical 

method of biblical interpretation. 
2. This method is often employed by those who advocate a dispensa- 

tionalist interpretation (including "the rapture" and a literal millennium) of 
the apocalyptic portions of the Bible. In this course, we will have occasion 
to take issue with such interpretations of the book of Daniel. 

Author 
That an individual named Daniel who lived during Israel's exile in Baby- 
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lon could have been the author of this particular book of the Bible is uni- 
versally denied by those who employ the historical-critical method of bibli- 
cal interpretation. This denial of danielic authorship stems from a further 
denial of the ability of the author of the book to have actually predicted the 
events described therein (particularly in the latter chapters of the book). It 
is, therefore, necessary to emphasize that a failure to attribute this work to 
the historical Daniel amounts to an attack on (I) the reliability of the Scrip- 
tures; (2) the authority of the Lord Jesus Himself (for it is He who ascribes 
the book to Daniel in the words recorded in Matthew 24:15); and (3) the 
predictive nature of Old Testament prophecy. Thus, the question of the 
authorship of this book is an important one. 

Historical Circumstances 
1-5. The identity of the four world empires of Daniel will be examined 

in greater detail in other lessons. They are Babylonia, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. The purpose of this portion of the lesson is simply to 
acquaint the class with the historical situation of the book of Daniel. The 
following paragraphs may serve as a useful supplement to the material in 
the study guide. 

During the last quarter of the seventh century B.c., the Assyrian Empire 
was conquered by the Babylonians and the Medes. In 605 Nebuchadnezzar, 
who was leading the Babylonian army for his ailing father, won a decisive 
victory over the Egyptians who were attempting to stop Babylon from 
becoming the dominant power. Later that year Nebuchadnezzar's father 
died, and Nebuchadnezzar became the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar 
made several excursions into Palestine, each time taking some of the peo- 
ple of Judah into exile and finally destroying Judah and Jerusalem in 586. 

In 539 Babylon fell to Cyrus, king of the Medes and Persians. It was 
Cyrus who allowed the people of Judah to return to their homeland, so 
that by 516 they had rebuilt the Jerusalem temple. In the years following 
334 the empire of the Medes and Persians gradually fell to Alexander the 
Great of Greece. After Alexander's death in 323, there was a protracted 
struggle for control of his empire. 

Two of his generals, Ptolemy (who came to control Egypt) and Seleucus 
(who came to control Syria) became the heads of dynasties that alternated 
in gaining control over Palestine. Beginning in 175 a descendant of Seleu- 
cus named Antiochus IV Epiphanes ruled Palestine. In 167 he attempted to 
institute the worship of Greek gods in Palestine, including in the temple 
itself. The Jews rebelled, first under the leadership of Mattathias Has- 
moneas and then under the leadership of his son Judas Maccabaeus. In 164 
the Jews regained control of the temple. Their act of rededicating the tem- 
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ple is the origin of the festival of Hanukkah. 
The Maccabean revolt continued off and on until 142 when the Jews 

won complete political independence. They enjoyed self-rule until 63 when 
the Roman general Pompey gained control of Palestine for Rome. The 
Romans still ruled the Holy Land when the events recorded in the New 
Testament took.place. 

Outline and Language 
Have a member of the class read these two sections. 

The Word for Us 
1-2. Class members may share responses. The Scriptures indicate that 

in this life the unbelieving will take advantage of and even persecute God's 
people. Thus, until Christ's return we will always find ourselves in circum- 
stances at least somewhat similar to those of the time of the book of 
Daniel. 

3. Among ideas that may be shared are understanding the symbolism of 
the book, knowing the historical circumstances, reading the book in light 
of all of Scripture, and seeing the relationship of the book's message to 
Jesus Christ. 

Closing 
Follow the suggestion in the study guide. 

Lesson 2 
The Testing of the Four Young Men 

The Class Session 
Have volunteers read "Theme Verses," "Goal," and "What's Going On 

Here?" 

Searching the Scriptures 
The Historical Setting 

The following information is included for those who are interested in 
the dating systems used in the ancient Near East and how differing dates 
can be reconciled. Don't spend a lot of class time on this issue. Interested 

SAMPLE




