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Lesson I 

The Church Is Born 
(Acts 1-2) 

Theme Verse 
"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth" (Acts 123). 

Goal 
In this lesson we will discover in Acts the nature and purpose of the 

church as God Himself designed it, and evaluate our own church life in the 
light of this discovery. 

What's Going On Here? 
Luke, whom Paul calls "the beloved physician," is the undisputed author 

of Acts. He had already written a book, the gospel of Luke, which was 
addressed to a fellow Gentile believer named Theophilus. There, in the 
first verses, Luke explained that he wished to give an orderly and detailed 
account of Jesus' earthly life so that Theophilus would have a clear picture 
of the one in whom he had placed his hope (Luke 1:l-4). 

Acts takes up where the gospel of Luke leaves off. Once again the book 
is directed to Theophilus. Luke begins this writing by saying that in his 
"former book he had given an account of "all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach until the day he was taken up to heaven" (Acts 1:l-2). In other 
words, Jesus' earthly life, including His resurrection and ascension, was 
only the beginning of His work on earth. 

This leads into the main truth underlying the book of Acts: Although no 
longer present in bodily form, Jesus continues His teaching and ministry 
on earth through His mystical body, the church. This has led one Bible 
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scholar to suggest that a more accurate title for the book would be "The 
book of the continued doing and teaching of the living Christ by the Holy 
Spirit through His body which is the church." Acts reveals the very pur- 
pose of God in establishing the church and gives the process and power by 
which He plans to accomplish it. 

It is a remarkable thing that Christ has made the completion of His mis- 
sion work on earth dependent on His body, the church. It is the instrument 
through which His Spirit moves forward in salvation and on to the final vic- 
tory described in Revelation. If we as the church are failing to live up to the 
standard set forth in Acts, we are doing nothing less than hindering the 
coming of the Kingdom. May God use these studies to renew us and to 
bring us to a higher level of commitment concerning His plans and purpos- 
es for His church. 

Searching the Scriptnms 
1. Read all of Acts 1-2. 
2. For what purposes did Jesus remain on earth for 40 days following 

His resurrection according to Acts 1:2-3? 

3. Compare Acts 1:3-5 with Luke 24:36-49. How are the two 
accounts similar? different? What special instruction is recorded in both 
Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4? 

4. When Jesus gave His followers instructions to wait in Jerusalem for 
the promised "gift" of the Holy Spirit, how did they react (1:6)? What was 
their main concern? How did it correspond with Jesus' main interest (w. 
7-8)? 

SAMPLE



5. Observe Acts 1:s carefully. It is the key verse in Acts. In it Luke 
gives us a capsule outline of the whole book. According to what geograph- 
ic pattern was the Christian witness to advance? What does this key pas- 
sage reveal about the nature and purpose of the church? 

6. How is the Second Coming of Christ described in verse l l ?  

7. Peter indicates the necessity of finding a replacement for Judas. What 
were the necessary credentials for this man (1:21-22)? How does this 
coincide with the claim made by John in 1 John 1:1? We have just 
observed in Acts 1:s that this is a book about testifying about Jesus-His 
person and work. To what specifically was the 12th apostle to have been 
witness (1:22)? 

8. On what particular day were the disciples gathered together accord- 
ing to 2:1? How many days after Ascension would this be? 

9. What two external phenomena signaled the outpouring of the Holy 
, Spirit? 
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10. What precisely did being filled with the Holy Spirit enable believers 
to do on this occasion (2:4)? What does "speaking in other tongues" mean 
according to verse 6? What was the message the believers were giving as 
they spoke in other languages (v. 1 I)? 

11. How did the Holy Spirit use the supernatural phenomena of Pente- 
cost to gain a hearing for the witness of the believers (2:6-ll)? 

Note: With the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, the 
church is born. Observe that the first official activity of the church is the 
preaching of a sermon to a huge audience. This sermon, delivered by 
Peter, falls into three main parts: (a) an explanation of what is happening 
(2:14-21); (b) proclaiming the Gospel message of the life, death, resur- 
rection, and ascension of Christ (2222-36); and (c) the exhortation to 
repent and be baptized (2:3S-40). 

12. Peter explains the occurrences of Pentecost by referring to a 
prophecy in Joel which predicts the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all 
humankind. Why would this particular crowd relate to an Old Testament 
prophecy (2:5)? 

13. Peter goes on to say that the supernatural happenings on this day are 
the beginning of the final age prophesied in Joel. How is this final age des- 
ignated in 2:17? How does Joel's message about the "last days" apply to us 
(2:20)? 

14. To what does Peter give witness in 2:32? In whose power does he 
do this? Refer to the key text, Acts 1:s. How does Peter's boldness here 
compare with his denial of Christ before the crucifixion? See Luke 
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22:54-62, What makes the difference? 

15. Peter devotes one verse to the life of Christ (2:22), one to His death 
(2:23), and nine to His resurrection (2:24-32). Why is the resurrection of 
such great; importance in the Christian witness? See 1 Corinthians 15:14. 

16. How did Peter reply to the question of the crowd, "What shall we 
do?" in 2:38? Define the word repent using either a standard dictionary or 
Bible dictionary. What two things result from true repentance according to 
2:38? 

17. In the final verses of Acts 2, the Holy Spirit offers us a glimpse of 
how the newborn church functioned. Describe the four vital aspects of 
body life listed in 2:42. 

18. The life of the church was evident not only in formal religious set- 
tings; it spilled over into everyday living. List the attitudes and characteris- 
tics of the church as they are described in 2:43-47. 

19. What was the natural result of this dynamic community and who 
was responsible for this result (2:47b)? 
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The W o r d  for U s  
1. When Christ instructed His followers to remain in Jerusalem and 

await the power they would receive from the Holy Spirit, they did not seem 
to understand (1:6-7). Consequently, they tried to direct Jesus' attention 
to something of intense concern to themselves. Like all Jews, they anx- 
iously awaited the deliverance of the nation of Israel from Roman domina- 
tion and the establishment of the Messiah's earthly kingdom. They hoped 
Jesus' reference to the coming Holy Spirit might mean the dawn of this 
kingdom. 

Jesus did not rebuke His followers for asking this question, nor did He 
deny the eventual coming of the Kingdom. Instead, He gently redirected 
their attention to the work which lay before them and the power in which 
they would perform it. 

In what situations in the church today or in your personal life are the 
directives of Christ being ignored? When do we turn a deaf ear to the Spir- 
it's "nudgings" and make an effort instead to divert His attention to the 
things that are important to us--our "pet" plans, programs, interests? Even 
in spiritual matters, we may find ourselves appealing to Him to bless our 
own desires rather than seeking His will and yielding to it. Discuss with the 
group the results of such detours. 

2. Confessing the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most 
essential activity of the church. As an individual member of the body of 
Christ, you testify to the power of Christ in your life. Who empowers you 
to witness Jesus as He did the first believers? When you do witness, what 
is the focus of your message? What do you talk about? How do you find 
and present a Scriptural basis for what you say? If you consider your life a 
witness, what message are you giving? 

3. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit which inaugurated the church is 
often sought as an emotional experience by Christians today. Now that the 
church, the body of Christ, has been established, how does a person 
receive the Holy Spirit according to 1 Corinthians 12:13? How many 
believers have received the Holy Spirit? Read Romans 8:9. 
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What does Ephesians 5:18b tell Christians to seek? How does the Holy 
Spirit fill us? What else might be filling us? How does God empty us so that 
the Spirit of God may fill us? See Psalm 51:lO-12. What according to Gala- 
tians 5:22-23 is the true evidence (fruit) of being filled with the Spirit? 

Closing 
Pray together the following stanzas of "The Church's One Foundation." 

The Church's one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation 
By water and the Word. 

From heav'n He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 

Elect from ev'ry nation, 
Yet one o'er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation: 
One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses 
With ev'ry grace endued. 

To Do This Week 
Read through the entire book of Acts. Then reread Acts 3:l-4:31 in 

preparation for the next lesson. 
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Preparing to Teach Acts 
In preparation to teach, consult the introduction to the book of Acts in 

the Concordia Self-study Bible, and if possible, read the section on Acts in 
the Concordia Self-Study Commentary (CPH, 1979). 

Also read the text in a modern translation. The NIV is referred to in the 
lesson comments. 

In the section "Searching the Scriptures" the leader guides discussion, 
using the questions given (or others) to help the class discover what the 
text actually says. This is a major part of teaching, namely, directing the 
learners to discover for themselves. 

Another major portion of each lesson is "The Word for Us." This section 
helps participants, through discussion, to see the meaning of the text for 
our times, for church and world today, and especially for our own lives. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader or facilitator. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. 
No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class many eyes see 
many things and can apply them to many life situations. The leader should 
resist the temptation to "give the answers" and so act as an "authority." 
This teaching approach stifles participation by individual members and 
can actually hamper learning. As a general rule, the teacher is not to "give 
interpretation" but to "develop interpreters." Of course there are times 
when the leader should and must share insights and information gained by 
his or her own deeper research. The ideal class is one in which the leader 
guides class members through the lesson and engages them in meaningful 
sharing and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the les- 
son at the close. As a general rule, don't explain what the learners can dis- 
cover by themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marking pen available to 
emphasize significant points of the lesson. Put your inquiries or the 
inquiries of participants into questions, problems, or issues. This provokes 
thought. Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard or newsprint 
the answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the dis- 
cussion. Ask additional questions to fill apparent gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, not 
merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian thinking and 
living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for 
Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and the world 
of our day. The guiding question will be this: What does the Lord teach us 
for life today through the book of Acts? 
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Pace Your Teaching 
Do not try to cover every question in each lesson. This will lead to 

undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. Spend no 
more than five to 10 minutes with "Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's 
Going On Here?" Take time to go into the text by topic, but not word by 
word. Get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the class gain 
understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately 10 to 15 minutes 
for "The Word for Us." Allowing approximately five minutes for "Closing" 
and announcements, you will notice, allows you only approximately 30 
minutes for "Searching the Scriptures." 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to drag and become tire- 
some. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it meaningful. Eliminate some 
questions and restrict yourself to those questions most meaningful to the 
members of the class. If most members study the text at home, they can 
report their findings, and the time gained can be applied to relating the les- 
son to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 

faction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

This set of 10 lessons is based on a significant and timely New Testa- 
ment book-Acts. The material is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to 
aid a consideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and per- 
sonal application growing out of the text at hand. 

The typical lesson is divided into these sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Goal 
3. What's Going On Here? 
4. Searching the Scriptures 
5. The Word for Us 
6. Closing 
"Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's Going On Here?' give the leader 

assistance in arousing the interest of the group in the concepts of the chap- 
ter. Here the leader stimulates minds. Do not linger too long over the intro- 
ductory remarks. 

"Searching the Scriptures" provides the real spade work necessary for 
Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts 
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and observes them. Comment from the leader is needed only to the extent 
that it helps the group understand the text. The same is true of looking up 
the indicated parallel passages. The questions in the study guide, arranged 
under subheadings and corresponding to sections within the text, are 
intended to help the participants discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the mes- 
sage. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, proceed to 
digest it inwardly through discussion, evaluation, and application. This is 
done, as the study guide suggests, by taking the truths found in Acts and 
applying them to the world and Christianity, in general, and then to personal 
Christian life. Class time may not permit discussion of all questions and top- 
ics. In preparation the leader may need to select two or three and focus on 
them. These questions bring God's message to the individual Christian. 
Close the session by reviewing one important truth from the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but the study guide is not. The 
guide offers only suggestions. The leader should not hesitate to alter the 
guidelines or substitute others to meet his or her needs and the needs of 
the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and your class 
period. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or herself. 
For the teacher this means directing the learner, not giving the learner 
answers. Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture. What 
discussion questions will you ask? At what points? Write them in the mar- 
gin of your study guide. Involve class members, but give them clear direc- 
tions. What practical actions might you propose for the week following the 
lesson? 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 minutes? 
an hour? or an hour and a half? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn 
to become a wise steward of class time. 

Be sure to take time to summarize the lesson, or have a class member 
do it. Plan brief opening and closing devotions using members of the class. 
Suggestions are provided in this leaders guide. In addition, remember to 
pray frequently for yourself and your class. 
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Lesson I 
The Church Is Born 

(Acts 1-2) 

Theme Verse 
Invite a volunteer to read the theme verse for this lesson. 

Goal 
Read aloud the goal statement. Point out that the goal will briefly 

describe the direction the lesson will take. 

What's Going On Here? 
Read aloud or have a volunteer read aloud this introductory section. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. Read aloud or summarize Acts 1-2. Then discuss the questions that 

follow. 
2. Acts 1:3 states that Jesus remained on earth to prove to His follow- 

ers that He really was alive and to speak to them about the kingdom of 
God. 

3. The two passages agree in essence. A comparison should reveal clear- 
ly that this book is a continuation of Luke's first account. In each case he 
highlights the occasion upon which Christ instructed His disciples to 
remain in Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit, the "gift" promised 
by the Father. 

4. Not able to comprehend the promise of the Holy Spirit, the apostles 
turned the subject to something in which they had a keen interest, namely, 
the restoration of the kingdom of Israel. Jesus warns against speculating 
about the coming of the Kingdom and repeats His instruction concerning 
the waiting for empowerment by the Holy Spirit in order to do the work of 
witnesses. Ask your group how this might apply to Christians who are car- 
ried away or preoccupied with speculations concerning the date and time 
of Christ's return. 

5. Acts 1:s is indeed a minioutline of Acts which unfolds exactly 
according to the pattern given here. 

a. The Holy Spirit is poured out on believers at Pentecost (Acts 2). 
b. They are empowered to be witnesses in Jerusalem (Acts 2-7). 
c. . . . in all Judea and Samaria (Acts 8-9). 
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d. . . . and to the ends of the earth (Acts 10-28). 
This key passage gives important information concerning the nature of 

the church: (a) It is empowered by the Holy Spirit. (b) Its primary activity 
is to witness to Christ. (c) Its witness begins close at hand but expands to a 
universal scope. 

6. Christ will return in the same manner as the believers saw Him 
depart. He will have the same resurrected body, and He will come in the 
clouds. See Matt. 24:30 and Rev. 1:7. 

7. He was to have accompanied Jesus during His public ministry, and he 
must have witnessed the resurrected Christ. Matthias is not mentioned 
again in Scripture, but the fact that Acts 2:14 states, "Peter stood up with 
the Eleven," implies that the Holy Spirit regarded him as the twelfth apos- 
tle. Many scholars, however, argue that Paul was God's choice to fill the 
gap. 

8. The day was Pentecost. In the Jewish calendar this was the name 
given to the fiftieth day after the Sabbath of Passover week. Thus, it was a 
Sunday. The ascension occurred on the fortieth day after the Resurrection, 
10 days prior to Pentecost. 

9. An  audible sign-a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled the house where the believers were assembled. A 
visible sign-"They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 
and came to rest on each of them" (Acts 2:3). 

10. It enabled them to speak in other known languages which people 
from various parts of the world could understand. They were not babbling, 
speaking what others had to interpret, or saying just anything. Instead, 
they had declared the wonders of God in Christ in languages they had 
never learned. 

11. The windlike sound drew the crowds to the spot where the believers 
were assembled. The speaking in other tongues was obviously a way of 
securing the attention of the crowd. By the time Peter rose to speak, he 
had a captive audience. 

12. Peter is addressing devout Jews, and, by linking the occurrences of 
Pentecost with Old Testament prophecy, he is communicating with them 
in their own frame of reference. The genius of this approach is demonstrat- 
ed throughout Acts. 

13. We are still living in these "last days," as Joel calls them. The last 
days are the time between the birth of Christ in Bethlehem and His Second 
Coming. Peter is saying that this final age is commencing with the super- 
natural phenomena of Pentecost. 

14. Peter's boldness in proclaiming the crucified and resurrected Christ 
stands in glaring contrast to his cowardly denial of Jesus before a servant 
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girl. It is the Holy Spirit who makes the difference, the same Holy Spirit 
who comes to dwell in each believer at the time of salvation. Ask, "How 
does the Holy Spirit produce the same kind of change in you?" 

15. The resurrection is the essential element of the Christian Gospel, 
because it sets Jesus apart from every other religious leader. None of the 
others (Buddah, Mohammed, the Eastern mystics, etc.) have risen from 
the dead. That is why it was so important that all the apostles witness to 
the resurrected Christ. If Jesus had not risen, His death on our behalf 
would have no meaning. He would be just another religious martyr or 
fanatic. The fact that God raised Him from the dead proves that Jesus is 
true God. At the same time, it is a guarantee of our own resurrection. What 
good news! 

16. Peter directs the crowd to "repent and be baptized." To repent 
means to have a change of heart. In contrition the believer forsakes sin, 
trusting in the forgiveness of Jesus. Repentant sinners receive God's par- 
don by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

17. These first believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, 
which we now have written down, readily available in the Bible. They 
devoted themselves to fellowship, demonstrating that Christians do not 
live in isolation. They are members of Christ's body. They devoted them- 
selves to the breaking of bread, the Lord's Supper, Christ's inestimable 
provision for strengthening His body. They devoted themselves to prayer. 

18. There was unity, openness, generosity, sharing, unselfishness, love, 
joy in one another, hospitality, sincerity, winsomeness, and a spirit of 
praise. Ask the members of your group whether these attitudes character- 
ize their personal lives as well as the corporate life of their congregation. 
Use such questions to stimulate self-examination, not to badger partici- 
pants. 

19. The Holy Spirit brought vitality to the church and its continuous 
growth. The key to church growth is believers who, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit working through God's Word, are strengthened in faith and 
who express boldly His love in themselves. This is infectious living; it mul- 
tiplies. 

The Word for Us 
1. Participants should come to understand that we, as God's people, lis- 

ten to His voice and, through study of the Word, come to know His will, 
plan, and purpose for the church as well as for the individual believer. This 
may mean withdrawing attention from our own plans and schemes. We 
pray that we focus on His will for us rather than attempting to draw His 
attention to things of our own design! 
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2. All true Christian testimony centers on Jesus Christ. The sad fact is 
that much so-called witnessing has nothing to do with Jesus. People may 
talk about going to church or about something good they have done or 
experienced. They may even vaguely mention God in their conversation. 
That is not witnessing. Jesus Christ, His purpose and work, is the center of 
all Christian witness. Essentially our testimony is an invitation to others to 
experience Jesus Christ firsthand, just as we have. See 1 John 1:l-3. 

The way we live should also point to Him; it should back up our verbal 
testimony. If our lifestyle contradicts what we are saying about Christ, we 
discredit His name and drive people away from Him. Every Christian is a 
witness at all times. The question is, "Am I a good one or a bad one?" 

3. The verses from 1 Corinthians and Romans 8 tell us that each true 
believer has been baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ and 
has the Holy Spirit in him or her. God gives us His Spirit so that we may 
confess our sin and in faith yield ourselves to His control. This comes by 
the power of God at work in His Word. This will happen to an even greater 
extent as the Holy Spirit working through God's Word matures us in the 
faith. As proof of this, the fruit of the Spirit listed in Gal. 5:22-23 will 
become more and more evident in our lives. 

Closing 
Sing or speak together the closing hymn. 

To Do This Week 
Urge participants to complete the suggested activities prior to the next 

time you meet. SAMPLE




