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W h y  Hosea for Today? 

In the Marc Connelly play The Green Pastures, in a scene set in heaven, 
the Lord inquires of the angel Gabriel who the man is who constantly pass- 
es His door, his figure casting a bent shadow on the celestial wall. Gabriel 
replies that it is the prophet Hosea, who desires God's compassion for a 
sinful people-the same divine mercy he experienced in his troubled life. 
And how did Hosea come to have such compassion? The reply is, 
"Through suffering." The prophet did suffer greatly, mostly because of his 
divinely directed marriage to an unfaithful wife. His suffering made him 
longsuffering. 

Suffering, accompanied by patience, is not popular today. People try to 
avoid it, because they are told that it deprives them, in and out of marriage, 
of their loudly proclaimed personal rights, especially of their right to hap- 
piness. The experts often say, "Do you have trouble in your marriage? 
Don't let it interfere with good feelings. Get a divorce." Or if there is a 
problem at work, either factual or fancied, they say to walk away from the 
job and tell the boss to "shove it." 

If suffering is encountered on any level of life, the temptation can be 
great to seek refuge in drugs and alcohol, because everyone is allegedly 
entitled to a day-long "happy hour." An alternative is to resort to lawsuits 
to recoup one's rights or to avenge wrongs. 

What is there to do when one's professed Christian commitment threat- 
ens to bring on suffering? Is self-denial for the sake of Christ preferable to 
an easy surrender to the idols and icons of our time-to the mammon of 
materialism and the sex symbols of hedonism? The temptation is always 
present, also in Christendom of today, to make compromises with whatev- 
er the media trumpet as life's "highest good." 

Enter the prophet Hosea, who is no stranger to suffering. He knows the 
high cost of unswerving loyalty to God. He is called to the task of being 
God's spokesman in an age of apostasy. He is willing to endure all the dis- 
comforts and unpleasantries connected with his life and calling: the 
unfaithfulness of his spouse, the ridicule of his enemies, the cold shoulder 
of friends. Now he enjoys high status in the sight of God, having entered it, 
as Gabriel supposedly says, "through suffering." 

Hosea, as he himself would testify, gained eternal life through faith in 
the promised Messiah, the coming Savior. Hosea refers to Him as the new 
"David" (3:5; the original David was long dead), the "one leader" (1:1), 
under whom God's scattered people would be reunited. The events of Pen- 
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tecost Day marked the beginning of that reunion as the Christian church. 
In bearing witness to Israel's covenant God, Hosea encountered the oppo- 
sition of Baal worshipers, and these are identified as princes, priests, and 
people. He would agree with words later spoken by St. Paul, "I want to 
know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of shar- 
ing in His sufferings" (Philippians 3: lO) .  

What is Hosea's message to his contemporaries and to us today? He is 
bold in telling his wayward generation that the scalpel of God's Law cuts 
deeply and sharply in order to remove the cancer of sin. He is even more 
eloquent-and his testimony more appealing-as he applies the Gospel of 
God's forgiving love. Here is one of his invitations: "Come, let us return to 
the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but He will heal us; He has injured us but 
He will bind up our wounds" (6:l). Then, in what many Bible scholars 
take as a reference to the Messiah's resurrection as prefiguring and 
enabling our own rising from the dead, Hosea writes in the next verse: 
"After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will restore us, that 
we may live in His presence." 

We find gems of Gospel truth in Hosea's prophecy. They constitute 
God's message to us today. The Word, both the Law and the Gospel, is 
addressed to us in these times. In Hosea's day, the great evil was idolatry, 
which Hosea calls spiritual adultery and which was symbolized by the 
unfaithfulness of Gomer, his wife. Nowadays we witness another kind of 
idolatry, with the true God all too often left out of the picture. What is the 
idolatry of our time? What shall we call the substitutes for God? Call one 
secular humanism, which is just a step away from atheism. As the people 
of our Western world become more and more post-Christian, they fall 
more easily into the trap of paganism with all the rites and wrongs it 
approves, even encourages. In Hosea's time there was "cursing, lying and 
murder, stealing and adultery ... bloodshed" (4:2). Why this harvest of 
evil? The preceding verse gives the reason: "There is no faithfulness, no 
love, no acknowledgment of God in the land." 

"Bloodshed follows bloodshed," Hosea laments (4:2). The words have 
a familiar ring, as though taken right out of today's newspaper. What we 
have today is gang warfare and bloodshed in the streets. On the higher lev- 
els of society we find hubris @ride) and, further down, the raw manifesta- 
tion of greed in gambling casinos and state lotteries. 

Added to the breakdown of morals in civil life is the decline of true spir- 
itual concerns in many parts of Christendom. What remains is mere reli- 
giosity: perfunctory ritualism and ceremonial observances "having a form 
of godliness but denying its power" (2 Timothy 3:5). What is lost is the 
Gospel, which alone "is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 
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who believes" (Romans 1:16). What many want in their churches is not 
the heritage of "old-time religion," but a modern "good-time religion," a 
watered-down "churchianity" of fun and games, a social fellowship with 
people instead of communion with the God of their salvation. In such a 
scheme of things, uncompromised faithfulness to Jesus Christ and suffer- 
ing for His sake have no place. 

Yes, we need Hosea's message today: God's own Word of grace and 
power will build us up. "Come, let us return to the LORD. He has tom us to 
pieces but He will heal us; He has injured us but He will bind up our 
wounds" (Hosea 6:l). 
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Part 1 

Under the picture of marriage to an unfaithful wife, Hosea 
testifies to God's enduring love for faithless Israel. 
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Lesson I 

Hosea: God's Messenger 
(Hosea 1:l-9) 

Theme Verse 
The word of the LORD . . . came to Hosea son of Beeri. Hosea 1:l 

Goal 
In this lesson, we will learn that the same word of the Lord that came to 

Hosea comes to us today. Although God is long-suffering and patient, He is 
just and must administer His judgment. To those who repent and turn to 
Him, rather than judging them as they justly deserve, God showers them 
with His free gift of forgiveness and salvation through Jesus. 

What's Going On Here? 
God spoke through His prophet Hosea using simple examples that 

should have been easy for the people to understand. Unfortunately, peo- 
ple's sinfulness gets in the way of understanding. 

Hosea's relationship with his wife was a parallel of God's relationship 
with His people Israel. Hosea was always trying to win back his bride, just 
as God was always trying to win back Israel. 

Hosea's message is pertinent to us today as we struggle with the tempta- 
tions of a sinful world and our sinful flesh. 

Searching the Scriptures 
The opening verse, called the inscription, identifies the prophet by 

name, states his divine call, and indicates the time and place of his min- 
istry. 
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The Man and His Mission (Hosea 1:l) 
Read Hosea 1:l. 
1. The name Hosea means "salvation." By his very name the prophet tes- 

tifies to the lovingkindness of God. He enlarges on this theme throughout 
his book. Hosea is identified as "son of Beeri," of whom nothing is known. 
Why is a prophet's biography or personal data not as important as the con- 
tent of his teaching? 

See 1 Thessalonians 2:13. 

2. Hosea was a contemporary of Isaiah, Amos, and Micah. Listed as a 
"minor" prophet, he was, however, an important spokesman. Who are the 
"major" prophets? Why is there no difference as to the authority of major 
and minor prophets? See 2 Peter 1:21. 

3. Hosea's call to be a prophet came through a special divine revelation. 
How is this stated in the text? What was to be his first mission? Look ahead 
to verse 2. His marriage to an unfaithful wife was to symbolize the 
unfaithfulness of Israel to God. 

4. Although no specific year or location is mentioned, the list of the 
kings of Judah and the naming of Jeroboam, king of Israel, place Hosea in 
the eighth century before Christ. Hosea addressed mainly the princes, 
priests, and people of the kingdom of Israel-the Northern Kingdom, also 
called Ephraim or Samaria. 

Shalmaneser of Assyria invaded the land in 725 B.C. After a three-year 
siege, Samaria, the capital city of the Northern Kingdom, fell to the Assyri- 
ans in 722. The king of Assyria then carried the 10 tribes into captivity. The 
last king of Israel was Hoshea (2 Kings 17:l-5), who is not to be con- 
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fused with Hosea the prophet. Why was Hosea's era a critical time for the 
Word of God to be preached? 

The Man and His Marriage (Hosea 1:2-9) 
The opening verse of this chapter stated that "the word of the LORD came 

to Hosea." The next verses tell us what message this word of the LORD con- 
tained. Hosea was to do something extraordinary. Read Hosea 1:2-9. 

1. Hosea was to involve himself in a marriage to a woman prone to adul- 
tery. Some wonder how God could command one of His prophets to do 
such a thing. Remember that Hosea represents God, and Gomer represents 
God's people. What does God's command to Hosea imply about God's 
faithfulness even to a people prone to unfaithfulness? Compare this to 
Jesus' treatment of the divorced Samaritan woman (John 4:l-26) and the 
woman caught in adultery (John 8:l-11). 

2. "Adulterous wife" stands for the people of Israel, who were unfaithful 
to God. What was the spiritual adultery Israel committed after God had 
entered into a covenant with them? To what false god(s) did they turn? 
Look ahead to chapter 2, verses 8 and 13. 

3. The Lord told Hosea to name h s  son Jezreel. It was while in Jezreel 
that Jehu, a former king of Israel, had ordered the slaughter of the 70 sons 
of the house Ahab, whose heads he then put in two piles at the entrance to 
Jezreel (2 Kings 10:l-11). Jezreel, the name of Hosea's son, was to 
remind Israel that God would avenge this act of cruelty. Does God avenge 
cruelty and disobedience today? If so, how? 
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4. Read about the daughter named "Not Loved in verses 6-7. The name 
in Hebrew, Lo-Ruhamah, means that God had suspended His love to Israel 
until such a time as the people returned to Him in faith. The kingdom of 
Israel would fall to the Assyrians, but what about the kingdom of Judah? 
How did God save Judah when Sennacherib's army invaded? See 2 Kings 
19:35-36. 

5. The third child, a son, was to be called Lo-Ammi. What does the 
name mean? How do you think Hosea would have replied when people 
questioned him, "Why did you saddle your son with a name like that?" The 
covenant into which God had entered with Israel provided for this relation- 
ship: "I will ... be your God, and you will be My people" (Leviticus 
26:12). What, according to the name Lo-Ammi, would result if Israel per- 
sisted in its disobedience? 

The W o r d  for Us 
1. The message of the prophet Hosea is not foreign to the readers of 

New Testament books. For example, compare Hosea 6:6 with Jesus' 
words in Matthew 9:13; also Hosea 13:14 with 1 Corinthians 
15:54-55. What do your findings say about the close union of the Old and 
the New Testaments? See Hebrews 1:l-2. 

2. What's in a name? Sometimes very much, especially in biblical names. 
Hosea's name means "salvation." What is the meaning of the name Jesus? 
(See Matthew 1:21.) Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew Joshua. Does 
it make a difference what names we give to our children? 
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3. Pastors today receive their calls from God through congregations. 
The call is known as a "diploma of vocation." It is sent through the mail. 
How did Hosea receive his divine call? In what way may it have come to 
him? See Hosea 12:lO; Numbers 12:6; and Hebrews 1:l. 

4. The Word of the Lord still comes to us, as both Law and Gospel. How 
does it come? See 2 Timothy 3:15-17. Discuss how God's Word, drawn 
from Holy Scripture, is conveyed to us in sermons, hymns, creeds and con- 
fessions, catechisms, admonitions and encouragements from fellow 
believers, absolution, tracts, and other Christian publications. How is the 
Word of God applied to us in Holy Baptism and Holy Communion? 

5. Read Isaiah 55:lO-11. Discuss how God's Word is a powerful, cre- 
ative, redemptive, and sanctifying force. What is the chief content of God's 
Word? See 1 Timothy 1:15. 

6. For reasons hard for us to understand-and hard for us to reconcile 
with His holiness and love-God has at times commanded people to do dif- 
ficult things: Hosea's marriage to Gomer; the command to Abraham to sac- 
rifice His son Isaac; God's own Son sent to the cross (Matthew 
26:38-39). Can you think of other instances? What about our own lives? 
What hard choices must we make to keep Christ first in our lives? See 
Matthew 10:3739. 

7. Ultimately, the outcome of events in history is not determined by mil- 
itary might-"not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen" 
(Hosea 1:7). Today this military might would be defined as by planes, 
tanks, and "smart" bombs. History is God's story. God has the last word in 
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world affairs. What faith do believers confess in Psalm 20:7? What does 
this mean about threatening events in our time? 

8. God is indeed a God of love and mercy. What reference do you find in 
Hosea 1:7 to God's salvation? But God is also a God of justice. What over- 
tones of divine judgment are to be found in the symbolic names of Hosea's 
children? How is God's justice plainly stated in Exodus 20:5? What is said 
in Exodus 20:6 about God's love? 

9. Hosea was willing to suffer, not only in his marriage but also because he 
sensed the spiritual downfall of his people. Summarize from Bible passages 
(Matthew 5:10; Acts 14:22; Romans 8:17-21; Philippians 1:29; and 
other texts) why Christians today must suffer at times, and to what end. Con- 
clude by referring to Jesus' suffering (Hebrews 5:7-10). What good for us 
and all people came about through the suffering Jesus endured on the cross? 

Closing 
Pray together the following stanzas of "When I Suffer Pains and Losses." 

When I suffer pains and losses, 
Lord, be near, Let me hear 
Comfort under crosses. 
Point me, Father, to the heaven 
Which Your Son For me won 
When His life was given. 

What at last does this world leave us 
But a hand Full of sand 
Or some loss to grieve us? 
See what rich and noble graces 
Our Lord shares With His heirs 
In the heav'nly places. 
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Preparing to Teach Hosea 
In preparation to teach, consult introductions to the book of Hosea 

(such as the one in the Concordia Self Study Bible), and if possible read 
the People's Bible Commentary on Hosea, Joel, Amos available from Con- 
cordia Publishing House. 

Also read the text in a modern translation. The NIV is generally referred 
to in the lesson comments. The NIV shows clear paragraph divisions, the 
structure of the book, and the poetic form in which almost all of Hosea is 
written. 

In the section "Searching the Scriptures," the leader serves as a guide 
using the questions given (or others) to help the class discover what the 
text actually says. This is a major part of teaching, namely, directing the 
learners to discover for themselves. Another major portion of each lesson 
is helping the student by discussion to see the meaning for our times, for 
church and world today, and especially for our own lives. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader or facilitator. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. 
No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class many eyes see 
many things and can apply them to many life situations. The leader should 
resist the temptation to "give the answers" and so act as an "authority." 
This teaching approach stifles participation by individual members and 
can actually hamper learning. As a general rule the teacher is not to "give 
interpretation" but to "develop interpreters." Of course there are times 
when the leader should and must share insights and information gained by 
his or her own deeper research. The ideal class is one in which the leader 
guides class members through the lesson and engages them in meaningful 
sharing and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the les- 
son at the close. As a general rule, don't tell what the learners can discover 
by themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available to lead 
significant points of the lesson. Rephrase your inquiries or the inquiries of 
participants as questions, problems, or issues. This provokes thought. 
Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard or newsprint the 
answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the discus- 
sion. Ask additional questions to fill apparent gaps. 

The general aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, 
not merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but also in Christian 
thinking and living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and 
skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and 
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the world of our day. The guiding question will be, What does the Lord 
teach us for life today through the book of His prophet Hosea? 

Teaching the Old Testament 
Teaching an Old Testament book first spoken and written for ancient 

Israel can become just an ancient history if it is not applied to life in our 
times. The leader needs to understand the time and culture in which the 
book was written. He or she needs to understand the historical situation of 
the divided kingdom (Judah and Israel) and the "secularization" of life. We 
too, perhaps more than they, are exposed to a secularization of life in 
which we forget that we are God's people and have a Christian mission. 
We live in what some historians call a "post Christian" culture. How will 
we recall God's people to live under God's covenant? to accept themselves 
as having the priesthood through which God will build His kingdom? How 
can we help our people get a better "image" of themselves as God's people 
in the sense of 1 Peter 2:l-lo? 

Teaching the Old Testament can degenerate into mere moralizing, in 
which do-goodism becomes a substitute for the Gospel and sanctification 
gets confused with justification. Actually the justified sinner is not moved 
by Law but by God's grace to a totally new life. His or her faith is always at 
work for Christ in every context of life. Meaningful personal Christianity 
consists in a loving trust in God that is evidenced in love for one's fellows. 
Having experienced God's free grace and forgiveness, the Christian daily 
works in his or her world to reflect the will of God for humanity in every 
area of human endeavor. 

The Christian leader is Gospel oriented, not Law oriented. He or she dis- 
tinguishes Law from Gospel. Both are needed. There is no clear Gospel 
unless we first have been crushed by the Law and see our sinfulness. There 
is no genuine Christianity where faith is not followed by life pleasing to 
God. In fact, genuine faith is inseparable from life. The Gospel alone gives 
us the new heart that causes us to love God and our neighbor. 

When Christians teach the Old Testament, they do not teach it as a "law- 
book," but instead as books containing both Law and Gospel. They see the 
God of the Old Testament as a God of grace who out of love establishes a 
covenant of mercy with His people (Deut. 7:6-9) and forgives their sins. 
Christians interpret the Old Testament using the New Testament message 
of fulfilled prophecy through Jesus Christ. They teach as leaders who per- 
sonally know the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the victorious Christ who 
gives all believers a new life (2 Cor. 5:17) and a new mission (John 
20:21). 
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Pace Your Teaching 
Do not try to cover every question in each lesson. This attempt would 

lead to undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. 
Spend no more than five minutes with "Theme Verse" and "Goal" and two 
or three minutes with "What's Going On Here?" Take time to go into the 
text paragraph by paragraph, but not verse by verse or word by word. Get 
the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the class gain understand- 
ing of a word or concept. Allow 20 minutes to apply the lesson ("The Word 
for Us") and five minutes for "Closing." This schedule, you will notice, 
allows only about 30 minutes for working with the text ("Searching the 
Scriptures"). 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to "drag" and become 
tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it deeply meaningful. Elimi- 
nate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most mean- 
ingful to the members of the class. If most members study the text at 
home, they can report their findings, and the time gained can be applied to 
relating the lesson to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 

faction the class will experience. Purchase at least one of the shorter com- 
mentaries to aid in your personal preparation. See the list of references for 
suggested books. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

This set of 10 lessons is based on a significant and timely Old Testament 
writing-the book of Hosea. The material is designed to aid Bible study, 
that is, to a consideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and 
personal application growing out of the text at hand. The typical lesson is 
divided into six sections: 

1. "Theme Verse" 
2. "Goal" 
3. "What's Going On Here?" 
4. "Searching the Scriptures" 
5. "The Word for Us" 
6. "Closing" 
"Theme Verse" and "Goal" give the leader assistance in arousing the 

interest of the group in the concepts of the chapter. Current events and 
conditions are cited to "warm up" the class and convince its members that 

SAMPLE



the Word of God spoken through Hosea is relevant to their present situa- 
tion. Here the leader stimulates minds. Do not linger too long over the 
introductory remarks. You merely show that the chapter to be studied is 
most meaningful to Christian faith and life today. 

"What's Going On Here?" helps you gain an understanding of the textual 
portion to be considered in the session. Before the text is broken down for 
closer scrutiny, it should be seen in the perspective of a greater whole. At 
this point the class leader takes the participants to a higher elevation to 
show them the general layout of the lesson. This overview gives the group 
an idea where it is going, what individual places are to be visited, and how 
the two are interrelated. 

"Searching the Scriptures" provides the real "spadework" necessary for 
Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts 
and observes them. Comment from the leader is needed only to the extent 
that it helps the group understand the text. The same is true of looking up 
the indicated parallel passages. The questions in the study guide, arranged 
under subheadings and corresponding to sections within the text, are 
intended to help the learners discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the 
message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, we 
proceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, evaluation, and applica- 
tion. This is done, as the study guide suggests, by taking the truths of 
Hosea and applying them to the world and Christianity in general and then 
to personal Christian life. Class time will not permit discussion of all ques- 
tions and topics. In preparation the leader will select two or three and 
focus on them. Be sure to include questions from the "on a more personal 
level" category, since they bring God's message to the individual Christian. 
Close the session by reviewing one important truth from the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but the study guide is not. The 
guide offers only suggestions. The leader should not hesitate to alter the 
guidelines or substitute others to meet his or her needs and the needs of 
the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and your class 
period. The first lesson suggests more presentation by the leader since it is 
introductory. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or 
herself. For the teacher this means directing the learner, not giving the 
learner answers. As you prepare, mark those sections that suggest a class 
activity. Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture. What dis- 
cussion questions will you ask? at what points? Write them in the margin 
of your study guide. Involve class members, but give them clear drections. 
What practical actions will you propose for the week following the lesson? 
A trip to the slums? Interviewing a poor family? Talking about injustice to 
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a county or city administrator? Which of the items do you consider most 
important for your class? 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 minutes? 
an hour? or an hour and a half? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn 
to become a wise steward of class time. 

Be sure to take time to summarize the lesson, or have a class member 
do it. Plan brief opening and closing devotions using members of the class. 
Suggestions are provided in the leaders guide. Remember to pray frequent- 
ly for yourself and your students. 

Using Your Resources 
The student or teacher cannot get the background-historical, cultural, 

and theological-for such a book as Hosea by reading only the biblical 
text. Paragraphs, sentences, phrases, individual words, and expressions 
can be fully understood only in the light of the times and circumstances in 
which the prophet lived and spoke. Thus it is important that both student 
and class leader consult introductory articles in reference works and com- 
mentaries. Parishes should provide leaders with some of the essential 
books by purchasing them for the church library or for the individual 
teacher's library. 

The following are especially recommended: 
1. A good, recently revised Bible dictionary or encyclopedia. 
2. A good commentary is recommended. The People's Bible Commen- 

tary series, available from Concordia Publishing House, is thorough and 
easily understood. 

3. One or more of the recent translations and paraphrases of Hosea: 
NIV, NRSV, Phillips. SAMPLE



Part 1 

Lesson I 
Hosea: God's Messenger (Hosea 1: 1-9) 

Before the Session 
Before the first lesson, read through the book of Hosea. Read through it 

once quickly to get an overview of the book. Then read through it slowly, 
using a commentary if possible, to understand it better. You don't need to 
become an expert on Hosea, but your class will look to you as a resource 
person, so you should be comfortable with it. 

Getting Started 
Arrive at your classroom early, especially for this first lesson. Arrange 

tables and chairs in a comfortable study pattern. Make sure everyone can 
see the chalkboard or newsprint. Check the thermostat and adjust as nec- 
essary. It's hard to concentrate if you are too hot or too cold! Make sure 
the lighting is adequate enough to read the small print found in many 
Bibles. Do you have extra Bibles handy? Provide pencils and pens. Encour- 
age the class participants to write notes in their Bibles and to underline 
key passages. 

As participants arrive, encourage conversation among them. Get 
involved yourself, especially with those whom you do not know well. Just 
before class time begins, have members introduce themselves. 

The Class Session 
Open your first class session with this prayer: 

Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scripture, including the book of 
Hosea, to be written for our learning, grant that we may in such wise hear, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest Your holy Word, that by patience 
and comfort of Your Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the 
blessed hope of everlasting life. Amen. 

Then read aloud the "Goal" and "What's Going On Here?" Ask for dis- 
cussion or comments. 

Introduce Hosea, the author. Hosea and Amos began their ministry at 

SAMPLE



about the same time, but Hosea's lasted longer (for over 38 years). Hosea 
was from Israel, the Northern Kingdom (sometimes called Ephraim), and 
directs his prophecy there. Israel was disintegrating, being torn apart by 
sin from within and enemies from outside. 

Searching the Scriptures 
Read aloud or have volunteers read aloud the suggested portions of 

Scripture before discussing the questions. You may wish to have partici- 
pants discuss the questions in small groups, if your class is large and if 
time allows. 

The Man and His Mission (Hosea 1: 1) 
1. Prophets were mere humans, but their teachings came from God. We 

rejoice that God chooses to use humans as His emissaries, but we are care- 
ful not to let anything overshadow God's Word, which brings us the mes- 
sage of the Gospel. 

2. The major prophets are Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. The terms 
minor prophets and major prophets were adopted because of the sizes of 
the books, not because of importance. Major or minor, large or small, all 
these men were inspired by the Holy Spirit to write the words of God. 

3. God's word came to Hosea-he was not necessarily looking for it. 
God told Hosea specifically to many an unfaithful woman, who would be 
unfaithful to their marriage vows. 

4. The rulers and people of Israel had been unfaithful to God. As a result 
of this, Israel was being attacked from the outside by other countries and 
from the inside by their own sinfulness. Hosea's goal was to point out this 
unfaithfulness so they would realize their sin, repent, and turn back to God 
before it was too late. 

The Man and His Marriage (Hosea 1:2-9) 
1. God in wondrous mercy and love made a covenant with the people of 

Israel even though He knew they were prone to unfaithfulness. And as the 
book of Hosea goes on to show, when they were unfaithful, the Lord pur- 
sued them, seeking to bring them back to Himself in repentance and faith. 
This same seeking love of God can be seen in the actions of Jesus. Rather 
than condemning and ostracizing the Samaritan woman and the woman 
caught in adultery, Jesus sought to bring them back to God. 

2. The people of Israel did not acknowledge the Lord as the source of all 
their material blessings. They also worshiped Baal and the images of gold- 
en calves and engaged in fertility worship with the cult prostitutes at the 
sanctuaries. 
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3. Hosea was to name his son Jezreel, after the city where Jehu, a for- 
mer king of Israel, had ordered the slaughter of the 70 sons of the house 
Ahab (2 Kings 10:l-11). God is not asleep and will not be mocked (Gal. 
6:7). God still punishes cruelty and disobedience through civil courts and 
through the natural outcome of our sinful actions. But God also is merciful 
and offers forgiveness to those who repent of their sins (Eph. 2:4-5; 
Titus 3:5). 

4. Read 2 Kings 18:13-19:36 for this story of salvation. Sennacherib, 
the king of Assyria, had threatened Jerusalem and was ready to lay siege to 
it. Hezekiah, the king of Judah, prayed to the Lord and was assured that 
God would protect His faithful people. And so He did. He sent His angel to 
the camp of the Assyrian army to kill the soldiers. 

5.  Lo-Ammi means "not my people." The name of Gomer's third child 
reflected God's attitude toward His people. Lo-Ammi may not have been 
Hosea's biological child, but rather the result of Gomer's unfaithfulness. So 
God was telling the people of Israel that because of their unfaithfulness, 
they were no longer His people and as such would not benefit from the 
blessings of the Father. 

The Word for Us 
1. The Old Testament told about the salvation to come. The New Testa- 

ment is the fulfillment of that salvation in and through the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. 

2. Jesus means "the Lord saves." Answers will vary. 
3. Hosea received his call directly from the Lord. It is possible that God 

put the thought directly into Hosea's mind. God may have also communi- 
cated with Hosea through a dream or vision. 

4. Discuss the various ways through which God gives us His Word. In 
the sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, God's Word of grace 
comes to us with the natural elements of water, bread, and wine. 

5. The chief content of God's Word is the Word made flesh-Jesus 
Christ-and the salvation He came to bring. See John 1:1,14. 

6. Being a Christian does not always mean being popular or doing the 
easy things. Sometimes it is necessary to distance ourselves from sin and 
temptation, even if that means leaving our family or a well-paying career. 
Sometimes it even means suffering physically or emotionally or both. 

7. Believers put their trust in their saving God. As sinful humans, it is 
sometimes difficult to put our trust and faith in someone who can't be 
seen. But we can see God's record, that He has always been faithful, and 
we can know with certainty that He will always be faithful in the future. 

8. God points out that His love is more powerful than any weapon. Even 
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more powerful than nuclear weapons! Each name of Hosea's children is 
more ominous than the last. God uses each name to declare His judgment 
until finally it is complete. Ex. 20:5 states God's complete justice and judg- 
ment against the permeating affects of sin. Just as sin permeates through 
the generations, so must judgment. Ex. 20:6 states that as strong as God's 
justice is, His love is stronger-not to just three or four generations, but to 
thousands. 

9. Although our sufferings won't earn us a place in heaven, they will 
often cause us to turn to God for help. Suffering helps us appreciate what 
Christ went through during His mission on earth and also helps us under- 
stand the significance of His mission and what it means for us. When we 
understand the saving work of Jesus, we can receive it as our own and 
inherit the kingdom of heaven. Through the person and work of Jesus we 
receive the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

Closing 
If class members feel comfortable doing so, have them share any suffer- 

ing and trials they have or are experiencing. Pray for these members, then 
pray together the stanzas of the hymn. 

In anticipation of your next class session, assign opening and closing 
prayers to participants if they feel comfortable with such a task. 

Lesson 2 
Reunited or Rebuked? (Hosea 1:lO-2:8) 

Before the Session 
Read through Hosea 1:lO-2:s. Work through the lesson yourself, jot- 

ting down any insights. Are there any unrepentant sins haunting your life? 
If so, use your study of this lesson to examine yourself and to ask God for 
His forgiveness. 

Getting Started 
As class members arrive, give each a piece of paper. Ask the partici- 

pants to write on the paper any sin that they feel is standing between them- 
selves and God. Then they should place the paper in their Bible but not 
share it with other class members. If they do not know of any sin that is 
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