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Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. (James 3:17) 
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Lesson I 

A Greeting to Some Special 
Slaves (James 1:1) 

Theme Verse 
"James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ" (James 1:l). 

Goal 
In this lesson we will look at who wrote the letter of James, to whom it 

was written, and the occasion for the letter. We will also discover how 
James continues to speak to us today. 

What's Going On Here? 
Apart from the opening greeting (1:1), James' letter is more of a ser- 

mon in style than a letter. In five short chapters James offers pastoral 
encouragement and rebuke to his people both in Palestine and scattered 
abroad. Since James is addressing those who already believe in Christ as 
Savior, he does not attempt to systematically outline the basics of the 
Christian faith for them (justification). Rather, his purpose is to encourage 
his readers to live the faith they profess to believe (sanctification). James 
repeatedly points out that genuine faith in Christ will always evidence 
itself in the believer's life through fruits of faith-Christlike living and lov- 
ing. After spelling out the practical implications faith in Christ 11% for their 
lives, he challenges them to put these into action. 

Searching the Scriptures 
About the Greeting 

1. In the Greek, the original language of this letter, the word translated 
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by the English word "servant" means slave. Why do you think James used 
the word "slave"? 

2. How does our attitude toward God-our "picture" of Him (Father, 
Judge, King, Friend)-affect the way we understand the word "slave" or 
servant? 

3. As you read verse 1 and glance through the entire letter, do the spirit 
and tone of James as well as his words suggest (1) an angry slave relation- 
ship, or (2) a joyful servant relationship? Why? 

4. What words in verse 1 set this letter apart as a Christian epistle? 
What words, beside "servant," are a Christian's confession of faith? To help 
you answer this question, look up Matthew 16:16; John 6:68-69; and 
1 Corinthians 12:3. 

To Whom Was James Written? 
1. Do you think that the letter was addressed to Jews, to Christians, or 

to Christians who for the most part were formerly Jews (like the disciples 
themselves)? Check on the meaning of "twelve tribes" (Genesis 49:28) 
and "dispersion" (see 1 Peter 1:1, 17; Hebrews 11:13-16). 

2. What indicates that the letter is addressed also to you? 
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Is It Really a Letter? 
1. One of the interesting points about the epistle of James is that it does 

not have all the characteristics that we ordinarily associate with a letter. In 
the first verse, what is the only real indication that the writing of James is a 
letter? 

2. Compare James with 3 John. What characteristics of a letter do you 
find in 3 John but not in James? 

3. James uses imperatives often. He gives commands and directives. 
Imperatives occur most often in sermons or instructions. Examples in 
James' letter are "take note of this" (1:19) and "listen" (2:5). (In this short 
letter, James uses imperatives 54 times. What others can you find?) 
Because of the frequent use of the imperative, many say that James only 
appears to be a letter; it really is a work designed to teach and to encour- 
age. Do you agree? Why or why not? 

Who Really Wrote James? 
1. The author of the book identifies himself as James (1:l). But who 

was James? Check a Bible dictionary. How many do you find? Who were 
they? 
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2. Of the different men called James in the New Testament, James the 
Lord's brother (Matthew 13:55-56), who is said to have been martyred 
in the mid-6Os, is the only one given consistent serious consideration as a 
possible author. During Jesus' lifetime James did not believe in Him as 
Savior (John 7:5). What evidently happened to James after the risen 
Jesus made an appearance to him (1 Corinthians 15:7; Acts 1:14)? 

3. What do the following passages say about James, the Lord's brother: 
Acts 15:4, 13-19; 21:17-18; Galatians 1:18-19? How does Paul refer to 
him in Galatians 2:9? 

4. Students of Scripture marvel at James' simple yet authoritative self- 
identification in the opening address. They say that only James the brother 
of the Lord and respected leader of the church at Jerusalem could charac- 
teristically and authentically have identified himself in this way. What do 
you think? 

The W o r d  for Us 
1. Read Romans 1:9; 2 Timothy 1:3; and 1 Peter 2:16. Discuss what it 

means to you to be a "slave" of God through Jesus Christ. 
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2. Does our place as slaves make our choices harder or easier? Think of 
a recent decision you made about something significant in your life. How 
did your faith in Christ contribute to your decision-making process? Ditl it 
help to make the process easier or more difficult? 

3. Are we expected to "work" for something as slaves? 

4. What difference does our place as slaves make in our relationships 
with each other? Think of two or three people in your circle of friends and 
co-workers whom you could serve in a concrete way. List what you want 
to do for them (i.e., send someone an encouraging note, mow a widow's 
lawn). 

5. In what sense are we freer as slaves of God than we would be as 
slaves of ourselves? 

Closing 
Pray the following prayer. 
Dear Lord, we give You thanks for today, especially for the 

opportunity to  come together to  study Your Word and for the 
enabling power of the Holy Spirit to put what we learn into prac- 
tice. Help us this week and in the weeks to come as we study the 
book of James to apply Your Word to our lives so that we may be 
conformed to the image of Christ and live our faith in both word 
and deed. In Jesus' name we ask this. Amen. 
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Preparing to Teach James 
In preparation to teach, consult the introduction to the book of James in 

the Concordia Self-Study Bible, and if possible, read the Conco7-dia Self- 
Study  Commentary (CPH, 1979). 

Also read the text in a modern translation. The NIV is generally referred 
to in the lesson comments. 

In the section "Searching the Scriptures" the leader guides discussion, 
using the questions given (or others) to help the class discover what the 
text actually says. This is a major part of teaching, namely, directing the 
learners to discover for then~selves. 

Another major portion of each lesson is "The Word for Us." This section 
helps participants, through discussion, to see the meaning of the text for 
our times, for the church and world today, and especially for our own 
lives. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader or facilitator. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. 
No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class many eyes see 
many things and can apply them to many life situations. The leader should 
resist the temptation to "give the answers" and so act as an "authority." 
This teaching approach stifles participation by individual members and 
can actually hamper learning. As a general rule the teacher is not to "give 
interpretation" but to "develop interpreters." Of course, there are times 
when the leader should and must share insights and information gained by 
his or her own deeper research. The ideal class is one in which the leader 
guides class members through the lesson and engages them in meaningful 
sharing and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the les- 
son at the close. As a general rule, don't explain what the learners can dis- 
cover by themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marking pens available 
to emphasize significant points of the lesson. Put your inquiries or the 
inquiries of participants into questions, problems, or issues. This provokes 
thought. Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard or newsprint 
the answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the dis- 
cussion. Ask additional questions to fill apparent gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, not 
merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian thinking and 
living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for 
Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and the world 
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of our day. The guiding question will be, "What does the Lord teach us for 
life today through the book of James?" 

Pace Your Teaching 
Do not try to cover every question in each lesson. This will lead to 

undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. Spend no 
more than five to 10 minutes with the "Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's 
Going On Here?". Take time to go into the text by topic, but not word by 
word. Get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the class gain 
understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately 10 to 15 minutes 
for "The Word for Us." Spending approximately five minutes for "Closing" 
and announcements, you will notice, allows you only approximately 30 
minutes for "Searching the Scriptures." 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to "drag" and become 
tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it meaningful. Eliminate 
some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most meaningful to 
the members of the class. If most members study the text at home, they 
can report their findings, and the time gained can be applied to relating the 
lesson to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 

faction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

This set of 13 lessons is based on a significant and timely New Testa- 
ment book-James. The material is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to 
aid a consideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and per- 
sonal application growing out of the text at hand. 

The typical lesson is divided into six sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Goal 
3. What's Going On Here? 
4. Searching the Scriptures 
5. The Word for Us 
6. Closing 
"Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's Going On Here?" give the leader 

assistance in arousing the interest of the group in the concepts taught in 
the session. Do not linger too long over the introductory remarks. Show 
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that the verses to be studied are meaningful to Christian faith and life 
today. 

"Searching the Scriptures" provides the real "spade work necessary for 
Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts 
and observes them. Comment from the leader is needed only to the extent 
that it helps the group understand the text. The same is true of looking up 
the indicated parallel passages. The questions in the study guide, arranged 
under subheadings and corresponding to sections within the text, are 
intended to help the participants discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the 
message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, pro- 
ceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, evaluation, and application. 
This is done, as the study guide suggests, by taking the truths found in 
James and applying them to the world and Christianity, in general, and 
then to personal Christian life. Class time may not permit discussion of all 
questions and topics. In preparation the leader may need to select two or 
three and focus on them. These questions bring God's message to the indi- 
vidual Christian. Close the session by reviewing one important truth from 
the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but the study guide is not. The 
guide offers only suggestions. The leader should not hesitate to alter the 
guidelines or substitute others to meet his or her needs and the needs of 
the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and your class 
period. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or herself. 
For the teacher this means directing the learner, not giving the learner 
answers. As you prepare, mark those sections that suggest a class activity. 
Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture. What discussion 
questions will you ask? at what points? Write them in the margin of your 
study guide. Involve class members, but give them clear directions. What 
practical actions will you propose for the week following the lesson? Hav- 
ing class members hold each other accountable for using their tongues to 
build up others? Making a plan to resolve a conflict with another church 
member? Talking about injustice to a county or city administrator? Which 
of the items do you consider most important for your class? 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 minutes? 
an hour? or 1% hours? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn to 
become a wise steward of class time. 

Be sure to take time to summarize the lesson, or have a class member 
do it. Plan brief opening and closing devotions using members of the class. 
Suggestions are provided in this Leaders Notes. 
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Lesson I 
A Greeting to Some Special Slaves (James 1:1) 

Before the Session 
Ask the Lord to bless your preparation as you begin to study Ilis Word 

through James. Take time to read through the entire book. Consult several 
good conln~entaries as well. You do not need to "know all the answers," 
but the class will look to you as a resource person for the discussion. 

The Class Session 
Open the class with prayer. Allow some time at the beginning of this 

first session for the participants to become acquainted with each other. 
Allow each person a little time to tell something about himselfherself. 
Keep the atmosphere informal. Set the tone of acceptance so that people 
will be encouraged to participate in the class discussions. 

Then check to see that everyone has a Bible and ask a member of the 
class to read aloud the "Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's Going On 
Here?" in the study guide. Ask for questions or comments. You might want 
to supplement the information in the study guide with some of the follow- 
ing information: 

The book of James was likely one of the earliest of all the New Testa- 
ment writings, probably written before A.D. 50. After Stephen's martyrdom 
(Acts 7:55-8:3), Christian believers from the early Jerusalem church 
were scattered throughout the Rornan world due to increased persecution. 
As leader of the Jerusalen~ church, Jan~es wrote to instruct and encourage 
his dispersed people who had been cut off from the support of Christian 
churches and were facing various trials. 

The distinctive characteristics of this letter include (1) its Jewish 
nature, (2) its emphasis on a living faith characterized by good deeds that 
reflect lifestyles consistent with God's Word, (3)  its simple organization, 
(4) its familiarity with Jesus' teachings in the Sermon on the Mount, (5) its 
similarities with Old Testament wisdom literature such as Proverbs, and 
(6) its excellent Greek (Concordia Self-Study Bible, p. 1897). 

Searching the Scriptures 
Read aloud or have volunteers read aloud the suggested portions of 

Scripture before discussing the questions. You may wish to have partici- 
pants discuss the questions in small groups, if your class is large. Or if time 
is limited, consider dividing the class into two groups and assigning each 
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group alternating sections. If you divide your class into small groups, allow 
time for groups to share the answers to the questions with the entire class. 

About the Greeting 
1-3. Verse 1 contains all the direct information we have about the 

author of the epistle, i.e., a servant of Jesus Christ. The same statement of 
identity can also be made about us, because the Holy Spirit has brought us 
to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior. 

The words "servant" and "slave" have a different meaning, each depend- 
ing on our relationship to God and our fellow human being. In popular love 
songs, a person may refer to himself as a slave to the one he loves. A slave 
can serve in joyful love and devotion, but slavery can also be miserable. 
With respect to the Law, which convicts us of our sinfulness, the words 
"servant" and "slave" are negative. We are slaves to sin, angry because in 
our sinfulness we are reluctant "slaves" and enemies of God. But under the 
Gospel of forgiveness we are the redeemed and reconciled people of God. 
He is our Father, Brother, Helper, to whom in love and devotion we offer 
ourselves as His servants. It is to the childlike servants of a loving Father 
that James addresses this epistle. 

4. In Matt. 16:16; John 6:68-69; and 1 Cor. 12:3, we focus on the 
name "Christ," "Lord," and "Jesus." Notice that the person Jesus is called 
"Christ." The Greek word Christos means "Anointed," the same as the 
Hebrew word Messiah. The disciples confessed that the man Jesus was 
also the Christ, the Son of God, who had come to be the Savior (Matt. 
1:21-23) and Lord. Look at the Second Article of the Apostles' Creed (and 
the Nicene Creed) as a summary of Christian teaching about Jesus as Sav- 
ior. 

To Whom Was James Written? 
1-2. For background on "dispersed," see Esther 3:s; Is. 11:12; Ezek. 

12:15; John 7:35; 1 Peter 1:1, 17; 2: l l ;  Heb. 11:13-16. Note that "dis- 
persion" (and also "twelve tribes") can have a literal meaning: Israel and 
Judah being sent into captivity for their unfaithfulness to God. It also can 
have figurative meanings: (1) Believers in every place (the universal 
church) under persecution or otherwise. (2) Believers who see themselves 
as wayfarers on earth until Christ takes them to their real home at His final 
coming. It is to the persecuted wayfarers and to the scattered Jews that the 
epistle was written. 

Is It Really a Letter? 
1. Because of the word "greeting" in verse 1, the epistle of James is 

accepted as a letter. The word "greeting" was a common form of salutation 
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in the first centuries of the church and still is among some people. The 
basic meaning of the word is to "be glad," "to rejoice." 

2. Most scholars agree that the body of the material is not a letter. By 
contrast 3 John is much more letterlike: It is directly personal, includes 
references to contemporary people, events, and plans, and at the conclu- 
sion, it includes personal greetings from the writer and others. 

3. The style of James indicates that it is more a series of sermonettes on 
various themes written from a pastoral heart. James' purpose is to teach 
and encourage his dispersed people who are undergoing various trials to 
live their faith in word and deeds. 

Who Really Wrote James? 
1-4. Read the study guide material and research the passages. The 

author identifies himself as James (1:l). There are four men in the New 
Testament named James but most likely the writer of this epistle was 
James, the brother of Jesus. The writer could not have been the apostle 
James since he died in A.D. 44, a date much too early for him to have writ- 
ten this letter. The other two men named James were not well known or 
influential enough to have written this epistle. 

At first, James did not believe in Jesus (John 75) .  Later, he became 
prominent in the church at Jerusalem. Christ appeared to him after His res- 
urrection (Acts 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:7). James was a leader in the Jerusalem 
council (Acts 15:4, 13-19). Paul met to confer with James on visits to 
Jerusalem (Acts 21:17-18; Gal. 1:18-19). In Gal. 2:9 Paul calls James a 
"pillar" of the church. 

The Word for Us 
1-5. Help the class personalize the meaning of the concept of "slavery to 

God." Use the passages and input from the class to summarize the meaning 
of "slavery" and to show how our slavery to God is freedom in that it frees 
us from slavery to ourselves. Help participants think of practical, concrete 
ways to serve God and others. Remind participants that God purchased us 
back from our slavery to sin through the blood of His only Son shed on the 
cross. God's great love for us in Christ Jesus motivates us to serve others. 
Christ became enslaved by our sin so that we might be freed from sin to 
serve Him. 

Closing 
Ask participants for prayer concerns or requests. Include these requests 

as you pray the closing prayer in the study guide. 
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