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Lesson I 

The King 
(Matthew 1-2) 

Approaching This Study 
Key verses: "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 

saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him" (Matthew 2:2). 
"She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, 

because He will save His people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). 
Aims of this lesson: To recognize Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the 

Messianic prophecies of the Old Covenant and to put our trust in Him as 
Savior and King. 

We Need to Belong 
Only the headlights of the car pierced the darkness of the night on the 

desert highway as the family returned home after a holiday in Mexico. 
The songs and chatter of the children had quieted down and their eyelids 
were becoming droopy. 

Suddenly, out of nowhere a stop sign appeared. As the car slowed to a 
stop, a uniformed m a n  appeared at the car window and asked, "Where 
were you born?" Each person in the car had to give proof of his or her cit- 
izenship or, if  an  alien, show papers to prove that he or she had the right 
or pemiss ion to enter the United States. 

We want to belong; we need to belong; to a kingdom, a nation. Refugees 
plead for some nation to accept them. The word alien has a cold, lone- 
some, frightening sound to it. The word citizen gives a warm feeling of 
belonging. An alien has little or no rights or privileges. A citizen has many 
rights and privileges. 

We want to belong to a kingdom or nation that is lasting, not easily over- 
thrown by rebellion from within or an enemy from without. We want peace 
and protection. We want a secure future for ourselves and our loved ones. 
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Where can we find such a kingdom? 
God has promised such a kingdom and He has promised a King. The 

Lord spoke to Nathan. "Go," He said, "and tell My servant David, 'This is 
what the Lord says: . . . When your days are over and you rest with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from 
your own body, and I will establish His kingdom. He is the one who will 
build a house for My Name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom 
forever' " (2 Samuel 7:5, 12-13). Through Isaiah, God said, "For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His shoul- 
ders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time 
on and forever" (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

Yes, we look for a kingdom that will last forever, a kingdom of right- 
eousness and justice and peace. But the kingdom that God promises is not 
a kingdom of this world. It is a spiritual kingdom, a communion of believ- 
ers in union with Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the Head, the King, and the 
blessings of this kingdom are the sum total of all the gifts of God in Christ 
Jesus as they are enjoyed here on earth in the Christian church and, finally 
above, in the kingdom of glory. 

Working with the Text 
The Genealogy of the King 

Read Matthew 1:l-17. (Don't feel badly if you have trouble pronounc- 
ing some of those names. Most everyone does!) 

1. How did Matthew get immediately to Christ, the King, in verse l ?  
Also see Psalm 89:3-4. 

2. Why was Abraham mentioned in verse 2? (See Genesis 12:l-3.) 
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3. What is a genealogy? Why is Christ's genealogy so important? 

4. What do these verses tell us about God's promises? 

Notice that Christ's genealogy in Matthew is traced through His foster 
father, Joseph. Both Joseph and Mary were descendants of David. For 
Jews, the lines of legal descent were traced through males. Matthew's 
genealogy points to Christ as both the son of royalty and the son of 
promise. 

The Birth of the King 
Read Matthew 1:1&25. 
1. What was unusual about Jesus' conception? 

2. Where can you find reference to the Trinity in these verses? 

3. Notice that God works in unusual ways. The fact that Jesus was con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit makes Jesus Christ one of a kind. How would you 
describe Him? 
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4.  Angel means "messenger." What was the message from God to 
Joseph? What motivated Joseph to change his plans? 

5 .  What does the name Jesus mean? 

6. The nature of sin is to separate us from God. How would Jesus save 
His people? (See Isaiah 53:5-6 and John 1:29.) 

7. Matthew quotes Isaiah 7:14. Notice that the birth of Jesus Christ 
took place according to God's plan. What does the name Irnrnanuel teach 
us about Jesus? 

8. Why is the teaching of the virgin birth of Jesus so important? Could 
Jesus be our Savior without being God? 

Wise Men Visit the King 
Read Matthew 2:l-12. 
1. Why did the Wise Men come to Jerusalem? 
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2. Why would Herod get so upset at the mention of the birth of a king of 
the Jews? 

3. How did the Jewish religious leaders know that the promised King 
would be born in Bethlehem? (See Micah 5:2.) 

4. What was the significance of the star? (See Numbers 24:17.) 

5.  How did the Wise Men worship the infant King? 

6. What evidences of the Wise Men's faith do you find in this chapter? 

The King Escapes and Returns 
Read Matthew 2:13-23. 
1. Give examples of God's protection and care of the infant King from 

these verses. 

2. Notice the opposition to the kingdom of Jesus Christ already in these 
verses. Why did Herod oppose His kingdom? Why do people oppose His 
kingdom today? 
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Applying the M e s s a g e  
1. When I acknowledge Jesus as my Savior, it means that I.. . 

When I acknowledge Jesus as my King, it means that I.. . 

2. The birth of Jesus was a fulfillment of prophecy. What does the fulfill- 
ment of prophecy mean to me? 

3. Wise Men and wisdom go together. How can I be wise like the Wise 
Men? (Consider the faith of the Wise Men.) 

4. Identify examples of Mary and Joseph's faith. How does their faith 
speak to me today? 
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5. I will share the Good News of Jesus Christ, my Savior and King, with 
others in the following ways: 

Closing Prayer Suggestion 
King Jesus, You are everything we want and hope for. You give us peace 

because God the Father is no longer angry over our sins. You have taken 
them away. You bring us justice and righteousness because what is Yours, 
a holy life, You have given to us, and what is ours, death and punishment, 
You have taken upon Yourself. You give us security because we know that 
neither Satan nor death nor anything else can destroy Your kingdom. 
Thank You for accepting us through faith as citizens in Your kingdom. We 
want Your loving rule in our lives. Amen. 

Taking the Lesson Home 
1. Study Advent and Christmas hymns. Note references to the King and 

the Kingdom. 
2. Matthew refers to the Scriptures of the Old Covenant many times in 

his gospel. Study the prophecies and their fulfillment using Bible dictionar- 
ies, commentaries, and concordances. 

3. Study the women mentioned in the genealogy of Matthew 1: Tamar 
(Genesis 38), Rahab (Joshua 2; Hebrews 11:31), Ruth (Ruth 1-4), 
Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:2-12:25). 

4. Study the life of Herod the Great. Use a Bible dictionary. Herod is the 
first recorded enemy of the Kingdom. 
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MATTHEW 
His Kingdom Forever 

Leaders Notes 
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Leaders Notes 

Preparing to Teach Matthew 
Read the text in a modem translation. The NIV is generally referred to in 

the lesson comments. You may also want to consult the introduction to the 
book of Matthew in the Concordia Self-Study Bible, and, if possible, read 
the Concordia Self-Study Commentary (CPH, 1979). 

In the section "Working with the Text" you as leader will guide discus- 
sion and the class's emphasis using the questions given (or others) to help 
the group discover what the text actually says. This is a major part of 
teaching, namely, directing the learners to discover for themselves. Anoth- 
er major portion of each lesson is helping the participant, by discussion, to 
see the meaning for our times, for our church and world today, and espe- 
cially for our own lives. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader or facilitator. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. 
No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class many eyes see 
many things and can apply them to many life situations. The leader should 
resist the temptation to "give the answers" and so act as an "authority." 
This teaching approach stifles participation by individual members and 
can actually hamper learning. As a general rule the teacher is not to "give 
interpretation" but to "develop interpreters." Of course there are times 
when the leader should and must share insights and information gained by 
his or her own deeper research. The ideal class is one in which the leader 
guides class members through the lesson and engages them in meaningful 
sharing and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the les- 
son at the close. As a general rule, don't explain what the learners can dis- 
cover by themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available to 
emphasize significant points of the lesson. Put your inquiries or the 
inquiries of participants into questions, problems, or issues. This provokes 
thought. Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard or newsprint 
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the answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the dis- 
cussion. Ask additional questions to fill apparent gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, not 
merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian thinking and 
living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for 
Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and the world 
of our day. The guiding question will be, "What does the Lord teach us for 
life today through the book of Matthew?" 

Pace Your Teaching 
Do not try to cover every question in each lesson. This will lead to 

undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. Spend no 
more than five minutes in "Approaching This Study" and the introductory 
activity. Take time to go into the text topic by topic, but not word by word. 
Get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the class gain under- 
standing of a word or concept. Allow 15 minutes in "Applying the Message" 
and five minutes for "Taking the Lesson Home." This schedule, you will 
notice, allows only 35 minutes for "Working with the Text.'' 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to "drag." Keep it mov- 
ing. Keep it alive. Keep it meaningful. Eliminate some questions and 
restrict yourself to those questions most meaningful to the members of the 
class. If most members study the text at home, they can report their find- 
ings, and the time gained can be used to relate the lesson to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 

faction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

This set of 10 lessons is based on a significant and timely New Testa- 
ment book-the Gospel according to Matthew. The material is designed 
to aid Bible study, that is, to aid a consideration of the written Word of 
God, with discussion and personal application growing out of the text at 
hand. The typical lesson is divided into five sections: 

1. Approaching This Study 
2. An Introduction 
3. Working with the Text 
4. Applying the Message 
5. Taking the Lesson Home 
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"Approaching This Study" and the introduction give the leader assis- 
tance in arousing the interest of the group in the concepts of the chapter. 
Current events and conditions are cited to "warm up" the class and con- 
vince its members that the Word of God spoken through Matthew is rele- 
vant to their present situation. Here the leader stimulates minds. Do not 
linger too long over the introductory remarks. Merely show that the chap- 
ters to be studied are meaningful to Christian faith and life today. 

"Working with the Text" provides the real "spadework necessary for 
Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts 
and observes them. Comment from the leader is needed only to the extent 
that it helps the group understand the text. The same is true of looking up 
the indicated parallel passages. The questions in the Study Guide, arranged 
under subheadings and corresponding to sections within the text, are 
intended to help the learners discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the 
message. This is done, as the Study Guide suggests, by taking the truths 
found in Matthew and applying them to the world and Christianity in gen- 
eral and then to personal Christian life. Class time will not permit discus- 
sion of all questions and topics. In preparation the leader will select two or 
three and focus on them. These questions bring God's message to the indi- 
vidual Christian. Close the session by reviewing one important truth from 
the lesson. 

Section 5 ,  "Taking the Lesson Home," supplies the stimulated partici- 
pant with guidelines for enrichment work at home. Suggestions are given 
for review, preview of the upcoming lesson, and for private study of topics 
related to the lesson. Give class members who complete some of these 
activities the opportunity to report briefly on their findings when the sub- 
ject comes up in the next session. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but the Study Guide is not. The 
guide offers only suggestions. The leader should not hesitate to alter the 
guidelines or substitute others to meet his or her needs and the needs of 
the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and to your class 
period. The first lesson suggests more presentation by the leader since it is 
introductory. 

As you prepare, mark those sections which suggest a class activity. 
Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture. What discussion 
questions will you ask? at what points? Write them in the margin of your 
study book. Involve class members, but give them clear directions. What 
practical actions will you propose for the week following the lesson? 
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How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 minutes? 
an hour? or 1 112 hours? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn to 
become a wise steward of class time. 
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Lesson I 
The King (Matthew 1-2) 

Approaching This Study 
Read aloud or invite a volunteer to read aloud the "Key verses" and the 

"Aims of this lesson." 

We Need to Belong 
Read aloud and briefly discuss the opening story. Ask, What evidence 

do we find in today's society that people want to belong? After a few 
moments of discussion, read aloud the final paragraphs of this section that 
introduce the Gospel according to Matthew. 

Working with the Text 
This section of each lesson covers a large portion of Scripture. You may 

wish to use one of the following methods to cover the suggested readings. 
1. Read the suggested portions of Matthew and discuss the questions 

that follow each reading with the entire class. 
2. Assign the readings and the discussion questions to small groups. 

Allow time for the small groups to share their answers to the questions 
with the entire class. 

3. Read the suggested portions of Matthew with the entire class. Then 
have small groups discuss the questions and share their answers with the 
entire class. 

4. Assign a different reading and the corresponding questions to each 
small group. Allow time for the small groups to share their findings with 
the entire class. 

5. Select only portions of the suggested readings. 

The Genealogy of the King 
Read aloud Matt. 1:l-17. Then discuss the questions that follow. 
1. Matthew begins his gospel with "A record of the genealogy of Jesus 

Christ." The central figure of Matthew's writing is announced in the first 
verse. 

2. Matthew links the story of Jesus Christ with the history of God deal- 
ing with His people. Matthew traces the story of God's blessing, which 
begins with the free grace of His blessing to Abraham. 

3. The genealogy is literally the "book of the generations" or "history of 
the origin." The genealogy links God's promises to their fulfillment in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ. 
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4. The verses provide evidence that God keeps His promises-the 
promise of a Savior first given to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3 and the 
promise of salvation given to Abraham. Matthew proclaims the Christ as 
the climax of the history of God's mercy to His people. God has been in 
control of history. 

The Birth of the King 
1. Mary was "with child through the Holy Spirit." Mary had no sexual 

encounter prior to or during her pregnancy. 
2. The child conceived in Mary was from the Holy Spirit. All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord (the Father) had said through the prophets. 
Jesus will be called "1mmanuel"-which means "God with us." 

3. Answers will vary. Emphasize the fact that Jesus was both true man 
and true God. 

4. The angel told Joseph not to be afraid to take Mary home as his wife. 
Joseph's change of plans and obedience to God's command are evidence 
of his faith. 

5. Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua which means 
"Yahweh (the Lord God of the covenant) is salvation." 

6. Jesus was the once and for all sacrifice for sin. Jesus was slaughtered 
for our sin. Jesus' punishment brought us peace. By Jesus' wounds we are 
healed. 

7. Jesus is "God with us" in the fullest sense. Jesus was true God. 
8. The virgin birth of Jesus as foretold by the prophets is the culmina- 

tion of God's plan for salvation. The virgin birth accentuates the fact that 
Jesus was true God. Jesus came to earth to do that which is impossible for 
us-to live a perfect life under God's Law. Jesus then took the full wrath of 
God's anger toward our sin as He suffered and died on the cross. Jesus 
received that which we deserved-death-and we receive that which 
Jesus deserved-eternal life. 

Wise Men Visit the King 
1. Jerusalem was the hub of Judaism. The wise men followed a star 

searching for the King of the Jews. It was only natural for them to seek the 
King of the Jews in Jerusalem, the headquarters for Judaism. 

2. Herod the Great was a non-Jew, who was appointed king of Judea by 
the Roman Senate in 40 B.C. and had gained control in 37. Like most rulers 
of the day, he was ruthless, murdering his wife, his three sons, mother-in- 
law, brother-in-law, uncle, and many others-not to mention the babies in 
Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16). Herod feared anyone who might threaten his 
rule. 

3. The Jewish religious leaders knew that the Messiah would be born in 
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Bethlehem because Micah had prophesied this seven centuries earlier 
(Micah 5:2). 

4. Num. 24:17 indicated that Israel's Deliverer would be like a star. The 
wise men were miraculously led by His star. 

5. Details of the wise men's worship are not provided. We do know that 
in response to God's love revealed to the wise men in the Christ Child, the 
wise men presented the child with gifts-gold, incense, and myrrh. 

6. Answers will vary. The faith of the wise men caused them to follow 
the star for a great distance, return to their country by another route, and 
share gifts with the child. 

The King Escapes and Returns 
1. An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream to tell him to flee to Egypt. 

After Herod died, an angel again appeared to Joseph to tell him to return to 
Israel. When Archelaus began his reign, the angel told Joseph to leave 
Judea. Joseph took his family to live in a town called Nazareth. 

2. The rulers of Israel opposed the kingdom of Jesus Christ because 
they believed it threatened their earthly kingdom. Today people continue 
to oppose Jesus' kingdom as they reject the Holy Spirit who works through 
God's Word to create saving faith, turn away from God and His will, make 
decisions that are in opposition to God's Word, deny God, or create and 
worship gods (self, money, property, etc.) other than the one true God. 

Applying the Message 
1. Answers will vary. Emphasize the fact that God chose them by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
2. Answers will vary. Affirm the fact that God keeps His promises. 
3. Throu& faith, God makes us wise-unto salvation, to choose that 

which God desires, to serve Him through our words and actions. 
4. Answers will vary. Both Mary and Joseph listened to God and did as 

He said. In the most trying circumstances, Mary and Joseph continued to 
believe God's promises. 

5. Answers will vary. Urge participants to list specific things they can do 
to share Jesus Christ with others. 

Taking the Lesson Home 
Urge interested participants to complete one or more of the suggested 

activities to reinforce and enrich the concepts taught in this lesson. 
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