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Introduction

Welcome to a fresh, new look at servanthood. Although the sto
ries of the women in this study may be familiar to you, you are
about to be challenged to look deeper than you ever have.

Within the framework of the opening and closing worship, there
will be a trip into the past (her story), a trip into the present (your
story), and a trip into the future (what's next?). You will be offered
personal projects that will make each servant's story a reality for
you. For example, Hannah's Old Testament song will be compared
to Mary's New Testament Magnificat, and you will get to compare
both of them with your own song. All of this is combined with live
ly humor that helps you to realize the bond you have with each sis
ter in Christ who lived so long ago.

As you study the six servants, see Christ in their lives. See Christ
in your life. See that His great example of leadership is ...

SERVANTHOOD.

Christian Growth Committee
International Lutheran Women's Missionary League
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SESSION 1

Miriam
First String or Second Fiddle?

Theme

G od calls and equips His people for service. Sin, however,
taints our motives and prevents us from doing God's
will. Just as God refocused Miriam's attention from her-

self to Himself, called her to repentance, and graphically healed her
both physically and spiritually so He also calls, directs, and heals us
through faith in Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit work
ing through us, we, too, are able to serve in God-pleasing ways.

Objectives
That by the power of the Spirit working through God's Word, we

will

1. identify the motives for our service and the gifts that God has
given us;

2. repent of our self-centered goals and receive Christ's forgive
ness for them;

3. adopt an attitude of giving that focuses on God's direction
and the needs of those whom we serve rather than on any
glory we might receive;

4. serve gladly and without reservation those whom God
entrusts to our care.

Opening Worship
Leader: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we celebrate

Your presence because You have promised that wherever two
or more are gathered in Your name, You are among us.
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Participants: We are here, Lord, to learn of Your ways and to be
empowered by the Holy Spirit working through Your Word.

Leader: Open our ears
Participants: And tell us of Your saving grace in Christ Jesus.
Leader: Open our eyes
Participants: And show us Your example for our lives.
Leader: Open our minds
Participants: And explain Your will.
Leader: Open our arms
Participants: And enable us to do Your work.
Leader: Open our hearts
Participants: And move us to love You and all Your people

because You first loved us.
Leader: For Jesus' sake,
All: Amen.

Into the Lesson
Read Exodus 15:19-21.

Which of the follow;ing well-known persons would best depict
Miriam's character in/the movie version of her life? Why?

Audrey Hepburn,
Mother Teresa
Bette Midler
Other _

How would she be billed? Why?
A supporting role
Late in the credits
A STAR!
Other _

Miriam was a tambourine kind of person. If there was singing,
she would lead it. If there was dancing, she would teach the steps.
Choosing instruments? Make hers percussion, and make it loud. By
the way, Miriam was over 90 years old when this event occurred!

There was no question as to who was directing the choir. In front
of everybody, leading the way was Miriam. She loved it. She was
good at it. She joyfully served God through her leadership.

Do you know someone like her? Are you someone like her? Do
you usually find yourself in a leading role, eager to take charge? Is
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it possible to lead and serve at the same time, or are the two con
tradictory? The answer to that question lies in your response when
somebody else comes along with a bigger tambourine. What hap
pens when you do the work, and someone else gets the credit?
Watch what happened to Miriam.

Into the Past
1. Read Exodus 2:1-10 and Exodus 15:20-21. On the basis of

these verses, what qualities did Miriam possess that made her
a good leader? The name Miriam means "rebelliously." Is
rebelliousness a necessary component of leadership? Why?

2. How was Miriam able to use these qualities in leadership
roles?

3. Exodus 15:24 refers to Miriam as prophetess. Who are some
other prophetesses mentioned in Scripture?

Judges 4:4
2 Kings 22:14
Luke 2:36
Acts 21:8-9

What did they all have in common?

4. What was Miriam's relationship to Moses and Aaron (Num
bers 26:59)? What role do you suppose Miriam had in her fam
ily as she was growing up?
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5. Miriam was busy doing the Lord's work. She was respected
among her family and peers. She had experienced firsthand
God's miracles of deliverance. What more could she possibly
want? Read Numbers 12:1-15.

6. What excuse did Miriam and Aaron give for their dissatisfac
tion with Moses?

Moses' wife was a descendant of Cush. Cush was the first son
of Ham, the ancestor of people living in the southern Nile Val
ley. For Moses to marry a Gentile was, indeed, not in line with
God's will. But the issue here was not Moses' relationship
with his wife. The issue was Moses' relationship with God.
Can't you just hear Miriam whine to Aaron?
"God always liked Moses best. He thinks he is so perfect.
Doesn't He know Moses married a Cushite? Why does Moses
get all the credit? We've prophesied, too. We have musical and
artistic talents, besides. Nobody appreciates all the work we
do. I've played the tambourine until my ears rattled, and I've
danced until the burning sand blistered my feet (all out of love
for the Lord, of course). Why does Moses get all the glory?
What's wrong with God, anyway?"
Miriam had gone too far.

7. Describe God's response to Miriam's outburst.

8. True, Miriam deserved a reprimand. But, leprosy? Miriam's
well-planned life of leadership was destroyed. You don't feel
like singing when you have leprosy. You can't play the tam
bourine with deformed hands. No one comes close enough to
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hear you prophesy. Even Moses was struck with horror when he
considered her fate. What was Moses' reaction (Numbers 12:13)?

9. Why do you think God was so harsh with Miriam?

The God whose deliverance from Pharaoh Miriam had once
celebrated was still in the deliverance business. After seven
days (a symbol of completion), He delivered her again and
restored Miriam to her position of service.
What did the people do while Miriam was confined outside
camp? They didn't journey on without her. They valued her
enough to wait. Her years of service among them had meant
something after all-not because her service was so great, but
because the God she served was so great.

10. The Bible records no more of Miriam's songs. If she had sung
on the day her leprosy was healed, what might she have said?

Into the Present
List some talents or gifts God has given you.

List some ways you currently serve God in your family, commu
nity, or church.
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Which of the following famous people could best play the role of
your life in a movie?

Meryl Streep
Mother Teresa
Bette Midler
Other _

What is your instrument?

Tambourine
Flute
First Violin
Second Fiddle
Other _

Can you think of a time you went to a great deal of work and
someone else got the credit for it? How did you feel? What did you
do?

Jesus provides complete forgiveness from our sinful attitudes
and motives. His love for us motivates us to imitate His attitude
and actions of service. Read Philippians 2:5-11. How did Jesus'
attitude differ from Miriam's? Although He was fully God, He will
ingly did not fully use His power, but was content to play "second
fiddle." What was His ultimate act of service? What was its result?
How does His service to us affect our service to Him and others?

Rank the following opportunities for service from easy to very
difficult on a five-point scale (0 = easy; 5 = very difficult):

Staying home from work with a sick infant.
Taking care of an elderly neighbor while his wife is
shopping.
Teaching a Sunday school class.
Singing in the choir.
Singing a solo.
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__ Giving a homeless person a room in your house.
__ Visiting a sick friend in the hospital.
__ Calling on visitors to the church.
__ Praying for a convicted child molester.
__ Cleaning house for a disabled person.
__ Forgiving a family member or friend who has

caused you grief.
__ Complimenting a person who is boastful of his

or her accomplishments.

What makes some of these acts easy?

What makes some of these acts difficult?

Whom are you serving in each one?

How does knowing that your service is really to the Lord make
even the most unglamorous and unrewarded task possible?

Our redemption through Jesus Christ, our Deliverer, compels
and empowers us to serve. It makes no difference if we are recog
nized or given credit by other people. God knows what He has done
for us. He knows how we react in gratitude to Him. He declares all
our service to be "first string" regardless of its apparent success or
failure because He sees it as perfect, He counts Jesus' life of com
plete and perfect service to be ours.

Knowing that our efforts are already successful in God's eyes
frees us to give without fear of failure or rejection. When God
hands us the tambourine, or flute, or fiddle, He wants us to play it
for all we are worth, for the music is His, and so are we!

Regarding Your Church Family
Pray together the Lord's Prayer. Emphasize the words Thy and

Thine each time they are spoken. Focusing on our heavenly Father
draws the attention away from ourselves. When His will is done we
can be sure that, whether we lead or follow, we are truly serving
Him.
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LEADERS NOTES
SESSION 1

Miriam
First String or Second Fiddle?

Theme
Ask a volunteer to read this section aloud.

Objectives
Ask a volunteer to read these to the group.

Opening Worship
Pray the responsive prayer as indicated. You read the Leader

sections; the group responds. Or invite a volunteer to read the
words of the leader.

Into the Lesson
Direct the class to read the Scripture section silently and

respond to the questions. Accept all responses. Bette Midler might
best fit Miriam's personality. Miriam might feel comfortable as the
star. She was a born leader and enjoyed playing that role.

Group members may take turns reading the paragraphs. The
questions are rhetorical; each person may answer for herself. Dis
cuss the concept of a leader also being a servant.
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Into the Past
The class may split into smaller discussion groups or remain

together as one larger unit to consider these questions.

1. Miriam was independent, trustworthy, quick-thinking,
resourceful, a planner for the future, brave, musical, conscious
of detail, lively, and connected with God and His Word. A leader
needs to be rebellious in the sense that he or she is not blindly
bound to convention, but a good leader is committed to the goal
and to the group-not focused only on stirring up trouble.

2. She guarded her baby brother, saw to it he was educated by
the finest teachers as well as cared for by his own mother,
prophesied according to God's direction, and led singing and
dancing to celebrate God's deliverance.

3. Judges 4:4-Deborah; 2 Kings 22:14-Huldah; Luke 2:36
Anna; Acts 21:8-9-Philip's daughters.

These women were called by God to their role. They communi
cated His Word and will to the people. The Israelites accepted
and respected their leadership.

4. Miriam, Aaron, and Moses were siblings. Miriam watched
over Moses when he was a baby. She and Aaron seemed to
have a close relationship. In most families older children
assume a leadership role. Miriam was accustomed to being in
charge of her younger brother. Seeing Moses overshadow her
in the eyes of God and His people was probably difficult for
her to accept. After all, if it hadn't been for her, he would have
been killed in infancy.

5. Miriam was jealous of Moses' position. She wanted to be rec
ognized as being as important as he was.

6. Moses' marriage to the Cushite woman was the stated reason
for criticism. When people are unhappy or jealous, they grasp
at any excuse to complain. Miriam's true agenda was obvious.
It is human nature to want credit for our accomplishments
and to be envious of others. God, however, calls us to rise
above human nature and have the same mindset or attitude as
Christ (Phil. 2:5-11). Miriam questioned God's wisdom, set
ting herself in a position to judge His decisions. In effect, she
was making herself into a god, a breach of the First Com
mandment.
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Se an~ of eLord
An LWML Bible Study Guide

and Leaders Notes

God chose some unusual people to serve Him:
• An administrative assisant
• Ajudge
• A woman unable to have children
• A beauty queen
• A wealthy woman
• A seamstress

Each of these describes a woman chosen by God to serve Him
and other people.

What do you have in common with these women?
God has chosen you to serve Him and others.
As you study what God reveals to us in His Word about these

six servants of the Lord-Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, Esther, Mary
Magdalene, and Dorcas-the Holy Spirit will work

• to assure you of the forgiveness and eternal life Jesus won
for you on the cross;

• to affirm your service to God and others;
• to motivate you to seek new ways to serve God and others;
• to provide you opportunities to praise God for those whom

He has sent to serve you and others.

May the Holy Spirit guide you, a servant of the Lord.
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