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This downloadable resource from Concordia Publishing House includes fully customizable 

resources for the pastor and other church workers. Concordia Publishing House also offers 

coordinated supporting and additional resources that may be used by congregations using this 

series. This preview document contains excerpted portions of the major components for Week1. 

Introduction 
The Bible uses common earthly objects and life experiences to teach us about our need for God. 

God’s Living Water: Covered in Jesus’ Grace examines seven Bible accounts that use water to 

help us understand many aspects of our relationship with our God and Creator through Jesus Christ, 

His Son, our Savior. The materials can be used over seven weeks as a congregation-wide resource 

or in fewer lessons as part of a flexible teaching resource. Each lesson will cover a different Bible 

account that examines faith, grace, and forgiveness through the use of water. 

The first three lessons relate Old Testament events where water played a pivotal role. The next 

four lessons are from the Gospels and the Book of Acts in the New Testament.  

Below is a content summary for each lesson. 

Lesson 1: We begin with God creating the first man and woman and placing them in the well-

watered Garden of Eden. When Adam and Eve disobey God, He drives them from the provision 

of the garden but promises a Savior who will be with them always.  

Lesson 2: Next, we see God lead Israel from slavery in Egypt, through a parched wilderness, 

on the way to the Promised Land. When the people cry out to Him in thirst, He brings water out 

of a rock for them. That rock is Christ, who is always with us to forgive us and provide for all our 

needs.  

Lesson 3: In the third lesson, a Syrian official with leprosy is brought to the prophet Elisha, 

who commands him to go and wash in the Jordan River. That official (Naaman) is angry at first 

and refuses the prophet’s instruction, but he later relents and finds healing in God’s Word joined 

with water. We enjoy great benefits of peace and salvation when we receive His cleansing in the 

water of our Baptism.  

Lesson 4: In this lesson, Jesus stops at a well in Samaria, where He asks a Samaritan woman 

to give Him a drink of water. Jesus turns the conversation from His physical thirst to her much 

deeper spiritual thirst, promising her life-giving water, which will forever satisfy her spirit’s thirst.  
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Lesson 5: In this lesson, Jesus drops to His hands and knees to wash His disciples’ feet as they 

sit around the table for His Last Supper. He sets an example to love and serve one another and 

demonstrates His love for the world—the love that leads Him to the cross and empty tomb. 

Lesson 6: In Lesson 6, the risen and ascended Jesus pours out His Holy Spirit upon the 

apostles. Peter preaches Jesus crucified, dead, and risen to the large crowd, of which three thousand 

believe and are baptized.  

Lesson 7: In this final lesson, the apostle Paul and his missionary partners meet a group of 

Jewish women gathered by a riverside for prayer. After hearing the Good News of Jesus’ salvation, 

Lydia welcomes the missionaries to her home and brings her entire household to be baptized. 

Supporting Resources 
The God’s Living Water series includes kits and components that you can use in a variety of ways 

to teach different ages about how Jesus has won for us a rich relationship with the triune God. The 

entire congregation can rally around the same seven narratives together. Specific resources, all of 

which align with these lessons, are listed below. 

Preaching and Worship—Digital Edition: This kit of digital resources allows your congregation 

to engage these Bible accounts through sermons and more. Digital resources include the following: 

• Sermons: Each lesson has an accompanying sermon text that addresses the Bible 

account and ties together the narrative between the lessons.  

• Adult Bible Study: This adult study takes a deeper dive into each lesson’s key 

narrative. This would be a great option for Bible class or small groups participating 

in God’s Living Water. Teacher and learner resources are included in the download. 

• Videos: Each lesson also has an accompanying video, appropriate for all ages, that 

summarizes the theme for the lesson.  

• Bulletin Blurbs: This download includes short bulletin announcements for when this 

resource is being used as a sermon series or congregational resource.  

• Newsletter Announcements: This download provides a template for your newsletter 

if you are planning to use the resource as a congregation-wide program or a VBS-

style children’s program.  

Children’s Ministry Kit: This kit offers a flexible children’s curriculum that can be used in 

a variety of settings and aligns with all seven lessons. This is a great option for Vacation Bible 
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School, using the five central lessons, or Sunday School—perhaps even both. This kit 

includes one of each of the following: 

• Director Guide: Hold the children’s curriculum in your hands! All seven Bible accounts 

have activities and site helps so you can teach God’s Word in the setting that works for 

you.  

• Music Download Card: Lesson theme songs are included via a music card so kids can 

sing out wherever they go. Order one per family. 

• Youth Bible Study: Curriculum for a youth study that revolves around each lesson is also 

included. This would be a great option for Sunday School or youth group during God’s 

Living Water. Teacher and student resources are included in the download. 

• Conversation Cards: This pack of cards includes four decks: Talk It Out, Bible Trivia, 

Did You Know?, and Family Fun. Enjoy these as a church family during your church 

event, or order a pack for each family to take faith conversations into the home. 

• God’s Living Water for Kids: This book, written with kids in mind, tells the seven 

accounts in one cohesive narrative. Order one per child. 

• God’s Living Water for Youth: This book is designed to help teens dive deeper into the 

themes of each Bible account throughout the week. Order one per youth. 

Additional Resources 
God’s Living Water also has accompanying resources to equip the households of your 

congregation with the narrative of God’s Word between the lessons. These not only enrich 

the central content of each lesson but also build biblical literacy. While some of these items 

are mentioned above, with samples included in the kit, these can all be purchased separately 

according to your ministry’s needs.  

• God’s Living Water Devotional: This daily devotional for adults includes thirty-five 

devotional readings—five for each week—that scan the Bible accounts between each 

lesson. Each devotion includes a key Scripture passage, a narrative summary, and a 

reflection question. 

• God’s Living Water for Youth: This daily devotional is like the adult book, aligned with 

the same seven lessons, but is intended for youth, with additional images and space for 

journaling.  
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• God’s Living Water for Kids: This is a wonderfully illustrated children’s book that 

focuses on the seven lessons as one narrative.   

• Keepsake Banner Craft: This craft reinforces each of the seven lessons. Let kids 

decorate a little each day, or send this home for families to do together! 

• Early Childhood Leaflets: Are you teaching these Bible accounts in a VBS setting? 

These leaflets engage little ones with the five core Bible accounts in this series. 

• Elementary Leaflets: Are you teaching these Bible accounts in a VBS setting? Get 

elementary-aged kids excited about the five core lessons of this series. 

• Bible Story Posters: These full-color posters feature art and Bible verses for the five 

central lessons. If you’re using this kit for a one-week VBS, use these to track each day. 

• Music Download Card: Share music with families! Lesson theme songs are included via 

a music card so kids can sing out wherever they go. 

• Conversation Cards: This pack of cards includes four decks: Talk It Out, Bible Trivia, 

Did You Know?, and Family Fun. Enjoy these as a church family during your church 

event, or send these decks with families to take faith conversations into the home. 

God’s Living Water offers you great flexibility to tailor its resources to your unique ministry 

setting. Our prayer is that you use a combination of the above resources to gather and align your 

people around God’s mercy and love, to give them a taste of God’s amazing Word, and to 

encourage them to marvel at what God has done for them in Jesus Christ. 

WEEK 1 SERMON 
TITLE: GOD CREATES ALL CREATURES 

TEXT: GENESIS 1; 2:10–14 
When Jesus taught the large crowds who gathered around Him, He often spoke in parables. Each 

parable was an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. He used common, everyday objects and 

experiences we know and understand to teach us something about the way His kingdom works—

something we could never know on our own. He talked about sheep and shepherds, wheat and 

weeds, salt and light, brides and grooms. 

Throughout the Bible, the Holy Spirit does the same thing through the human writers He 

inspired—He uses familiar, everyday things like light and water to teach us about spiritual things 
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that would make absolutely no sense to us otherwise. During the next seven weeks in this sermon 

series, God’s Living Water: Covered in Jesus’ Grace, we will be looking at a number of things 

God teaches us about faith and our relationship with Him through water. Common, ordinary water. 

But there are two sides to water: it can be lifesaving—or destructive. 

On April 14, 1912, a new gleaming ocean liner was carrying more than 2,200 souls across the 

north Atlantic on its maiden voyage. At 11:40 p.m., it scraped against water in its frozen state—

an iceberg. Long gashes were left in the hull, which immediately let powerful jets of the icy water 

of the Atlantic pour into the lower levels of the ship. About two hours and thirty minutes later, the 

Titanic slipped beneath the waves. Only 705 people were saved on lifeboats. The other 1,500 crew 

and passengers died in the icy water. This was a case where water was destructive, not good. 

Another example took place the day after Christmas, December 26 of 2004. At 7:59 in the 

morning local time, a massive 9.1 earthquake struck off the coast of Sumatra. A series of immense 

ocean waves, tsunamis, spread out across the Indian Ocean. Some locations were struck by waves 

one hundred feet high or more. That wall of water killed an estimated 225,000 people in twelve 

countries. 

A loss of life even greater than these two occurred thousands of years ago. It was such a 

massive event, its story can be found in the spoken stories passed down from ancient generations 

in nations all around the world—and in the Bible itself. It involved another large ocean-going ship. 

This wooden vessel had a crew of only eight. There were no passengers. It was a cargo ship filled 

with animals, pairs of animals representing all the land animals and birds. It was a voyage that 

lasted well over a year, but every creature on board that ship made it to dry land safely. In this 

case, the loss of life was outside of Noah’s ark when God sent a worldwide flood to destroy 

mankind from the surface of the earth. Because of his Holy Spirit-given faith, Noah found favor 

in God’s eyes and survived along with his wife, his three sons, and their three wives, eight souls 

in all. 

Those are examples of the destructive side of water. But in this special congregational program, 

God’s Living Water, we will talk about the life-giving side of water. We all know life on earth 

would be impossible without water. We need it to satisfy our thirst and make food grow for us. 

Today, we will study the very first time water is mentioned in the Bible, in the creation account in 

Genesis chapters 1 and 2. 
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In Genesis 1, water is an obstacle. It covers the earth, making life impossible for us. After God 

creates light on the first day, He turns His attention to putting the water in its proper place on the 

second and third days—stretching out the sky on day 2, and making the dry land appear on day 3. 

But a complete separation of water and dry land would not be good either. We need water to 

survive. So God saw to it that the earth was well watered. We see that clearly for the first time in 

Genesis 2 as Moses describes how God created the first man and woman. In verses 8–10, we read, 

And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there He put the man 

whom He had formed. And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every 

tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of 

the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four 

rivers. 

Did you notice how careful God was to make sure the garden was a well-watered paradise? 

That water made fruit abundant and made the tree of life flourish. With four rivers watering the 

Garden of Eden, there would be plenty of room for Adam and Eve’s family to multiply and spread, 

which is exactly what God had said to the first humans in chapter 1, verse 28, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.” As Adam and Eve’s descendants multiplied and grew, 

they would subdue the earth and increase the garden. 

Can you imagine how different our lives and our world would be if Adam and Eve and each 

of us, their children, trusted God’s command and did not eat from the forbidden tree? Our whole 

human family would live in perfect peace and harmony with one another and with all the creatures 

of the earth. We would enjoy abundant food, perfect climate, perfect health. We would know God 

personally, walking and talking with Him as they did. Human culture and the arts would have 

thrived, but we would be unaware of suffering, pain, disease, and death. There would be no fear, 

terror, violence, crime, or war. There would be no natural disasters like famine, drought, or flood. 

In that perfect world, there was no death. God even planted a tree in the garden, the tree of life, 

which would let people eat of its fruit and live forever. God planted the tree of life so Adam and 

Eve and each of us could live with Him forever. [Full sermon available with purchase.] 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: WEEK 1 

GOD CREATES ALL CREATURES 
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TEXT: GENESIS 1; 2:10–14 
Objects needed: live, green leafy plant in moist soil and a dead plant in dry soil 

I brought two plants with me today. How are these plants different? (Listen to responses.) 

Right—one is alive, and one is dead. What do you think happened to the dead plant? (Listen to 

responses.) Maybe it didn’t get enough sun, or maybe it didn’t get enough water. It may have 

gotten a disease, or maybe it was just a very old plant. Plants don’t live forever, do they? But that’s 

not how it was in the beginning. 

When God created the world, He made the sun and stars, the mountains and oceans, animals, 

and all kinds of green plants and trees. He made a man and a woman, Adam and Eve. God put 

them in the garden so they could help care for His creation. Adam and Eve loved taking care of 

the plants and animals. They loved talking with God. Everything was beautiful and perfect and 

alive! But then Adam and Eve sinned, and the world became broken. [Full children’s message 

available with purchase.]  

Adult Bible Study: Week 1 
HOW TO USE THE GOD’S LIVING WATER: COVERED BY JESUS’ GRACE 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
God’s Living Water: Covered by Jesus’ Grace is designed to help focus congregations on God’s 

plan of salvation. The various components of this kit help align the different contexts of your 

congregational life around similar themes and texts each week, each focused on the role water 

plays at various times in the lives of God’s people. Each aspect of God’s Living Water, be it in the 

sermons, devotional materials, or in a group class, highlights a different facet of God’s epic plan 

of salvation for that week. 

This adult Bible study follows the same texts preached in the sermons and included in the 

educational components each week. This study is designed to help your learners slow down and 

take a deeper look at the central text for the week, focusing on reflection and application of that 

text in their lives. The questions and activities in the study are meant to be interactive, with the 

leader acting as group facilitator for the adult learners. Each of the seven different studies follows 

a similar structure of questions. . . .[Full Leader’s Guide notes available with purchase.] 

The reproducible student guide for each lesson contains the basic questions to help your 

learners understand and apply the texts in this series. This downloadable includes both the leader 
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guide in the first half and the reproducible student pages in the second half. Bolded sections in the 

leader guide are intended to be read aloud. Use these different features as you see fit in large-

group, small-group, or paired discussion. Adapt these questions and ideas as you see fit in your 

context. 

LEADER GUIDE 

LESSON 1: GOD CREATES ALL CREATURES 
TEXT: GENESIS 1; 2:10–14 

STUDY OBJECTIVES 
To cultivate the understandings, attitudes, and habits that contribute to abiding in God’s Word in 

a variety of ways throughout life, learners will 

• understand the creation account better; 

• reflect on the wonderful promise of the new creation that is theirs in Christ; and 

• be able to construct a more robust image of the use of water in Scripture. 

DIVING IN 
Here is one suggested prayer to begin the class: 

Blessed Lord, thank You that You have given us Your Word, which makes us wise to salvation. 
As we gather in this study, help us to read Your Word, mark it, and learn it, so that we may not only 
be comforted by the blessed hope of everlasting life but also grow in grace and the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Begin with the following activity to get your learners invested in and thinking about the text 

of this lesson. 

Divide your learners into small groups or pairs. Then have them consider this scenario. 

Imagine that suddenly all your typical water sources were gone overnight. No water from 

the tap. No water in bottles. No water in water towers. In order to get water, you now have 

to go looking for it and bring it into your home in buckets. How would life be different? Tell 

each learner to take a few minutes and jot down the various ways their lives would be different 



God’s Living Water: Covered in Jesus’ Grace Look Inside 
 

© 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to purchaser to 
reproduce this page for use in congregational settings. All other rights reserved.  

without traditional sources of water. How would their lifestyles change? How would habits 

change? After a few minutes of individual brainstorming, have learners share their thoughts with 

their partner or in their small group, looking for consensus on what life would be like. . . . [Full 

study available with purchase.] 

CONSIDER THE WORD 
Today, you will read through the text of Genesis 1 and 2:10–14 with your learners. You can either 

read it aloud or have a volunteer read the text. Then go through the following with your learners, 

question by question. You may want to pause periodically as you go through the text. You may 

also ask your learners to first go through questions in pairs or small groups before debriefing with 

your large group. Encourage your learners to jot down notes on the student page at their own pace 

to process the different questions and help improve individual engagement. 

Read Genesis 1:1–2. What are the different words that Moses, the author of Genesis, used 

to describe the earth right after God created it? Define each of the words Moses uses to 

describe it. 

It was formless (without any definite shape) and empty (lacking any of the things God would 

soon create), and darkness (there was no light) was over the face of the deep (it seemed to have 

been a large watery mass of materials). 

Read verses 3–25. Identify what God created on each day of creation. Then, consider how 

what God created for each day builds upon the previous day’s creation and prepares for the 

next day’s creation. 

1. On the first day, God created light. Light defines what is visible and what is not visible, and 

the cycle of darkness and light is generally what humans use to measure time.  

2. On the second day, He created an expanse, the sky, and He separated the waters above the 

expanse from the waters below it. It is not easy to visualize what this looked like. In creating this 

expanse, God helped to define spatial relationships on earth. So, in a way, in the first two days of 

creation God put together the framework for how humans identify time (light) and space (the 

expanse). . . . [Full study available with purchase.] 

APPLYING THE TEXT 
Adam and Eve sinned and so brought sin, death, and corruption to each of their descendants 

after them, all of humanity. They lost God’s perfect image in them and were barred from 
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ever entering that paradise again. God promised a Savior, Jesus Christ, who defeated sin, 

death, and hell for us. He has promised us a new creation, where He will restore all things 

and give us a new paradise. Jesus gave John a vision of what this will be like. Read Revelation 

22:1–5. In your own words, reflecting on the readings for this lesson, consider what you think 

that new life will be like in the new creation when Jesus returns. 

This question will be best addressed if you give your learners each a few minutes to write or 

jot down their initial thoughts before sharing with partners or small groups. This is highly personal, 

but encourage your learners to share details from the text. From Genesis, we learn that God gave 

us meaningful work in the first paradise. There is no reason to believe that in the new creation we 

won’t also have meaningful, delightful work, yet free from sin and death. In the new creation, we 

will be in the presence of Jesus, without guilt, and will be constantly fed by the tree of life. In that 

brilliant new creation, we will be provided for in the presence of God and the community of the 

saints. 

Use small-group or large-group discussions on these impressions to encourage your learners 

to look forward to the new creation. As Christians, we are to joyfully look to the day when Jesus 

returns; this promise and hope of a new creation gives us confidence, peace, and strength to 

faithfully live out each day as God’s people. 

How has God’s Word in today’s lesson unfolded the image of water in the Bible for you? 

Each week in God’s Living Water, your learners will finish by reflecting on the same question: 

“How has God’s Word in today’s lesson unfolded the image of water in the Bible for you?” . . . 

[Full study available with purchase.] 


