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General Introduction 

The Bible is the story of God’s mission to save His creation through His Son, Jesus Christ. The 

Tree of Life: God’s Promise of Salvation is a series of resources that, in ten lessons, will help 

people of all ages better understand the grand story of salvation. The resource can be used over ten 

weeks as a congregation-wide resource or in fewer lessons as part of a flexible teaching resource. 

Each lesson will cover a different Bible account that guides us through the epic story of salvation 

from creation, to the cross, to Christ’s return on the Last Day. 

The first five lessons will focus on the Old Testament, while the next five will feature lessons 

in the New Testament. We will begin with creation and the fall into sin, which brought all the 

problems we experience in this world, including hate, prejudice, crime, war, sickness, and death. 

Then we will look at God’s promise to send His Son to save us. That promise unfolded throughout 

the history of God’s Old Testament people: Abraham, Moses, King David, and Daniel. 

In the second half, we will focus on Jesus’ coming as our Savior. We will look at His birth and 

Baptism, His ministry, His suffering and death, His resurrection, and His promise to return on the 

Last Day to judge the living and the dead. By the end of these ten lessons, your congregation will 

understand the Bible’s overarching theme and storyline, the key to unlocking the full riches of 

each page of Holy Scripture. 

Here is a content summary for each lesson: 

Lesson one: We begin with an examination of how God’s beautiful, perfect creation came to 

be the shattered, messy world we are living in today. We will see the tragic moment when 

everything fell apart—when humanity was barred from the tree of life—and how God stepped 

forward with a plan, giving His very first promise to send His Son to restore His fallen creatures 

and the world in which we live.  

Lesson two: Next, we see how God chose an aged couple, Abraham and Sarah, and promised 

them a child from which He would raise up a new nation that would bring the world our Savior. 

We will also see God call on Abraham to offer his beloved son as a burnt offering, through which 

God will teach us many important things about the great substitutionary sacrifice of His own 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, on the cross. 

Lesson three: In the third lesson, we see God deliver Abraham’s descendants from slavery in 

Egypt through ten plagues. The final plague, the death of the firstborn sons, and the salvation of 
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God’s people through the Passover lamb teach us something very important about the death of our 

Passover Lamb, God’s only-begotten Son, Jesus, who saves each of us from eternal death. 

Lesson four: In this lesson, we look at the familiar story of the shepherd boy David fighting 

against the Philistine giant, Goliath. David’s seemingly impossible victory shines a new light on 

Good Friday and the seeming impossibility of Jesus defeating our greatest enemies, armed with 

nothing but a cross made of wood. 

Lesson five: In this lesson, we see Daniel, a powerful and noble Jew, falsely accused, 

sentenced to death, and sealed in a tomb with a large stone. We will examine how closely Daniel’s 

trials and judgment and “death and resurrection” matched those of Jesus Christ. 

Lesson six: In lesson six, we turn to the Gospels to examine Jesus’ coming, especially His 

birth and Baptism. In His Baptism, Jesus connected Himself to our humanity so that He may be 

our substitute and Savior. 

Lesson seven: Lesson seven looks at Jesus’ public ministry, particularly how He was baptized 

and subsequently tempted in the wilderness. Other resources in the series focus on Jesus’ teachings 

and amazing miracles, which teach us about heaven and reveal His power to restore the shattered 

creation. 

Lesson eight: In lesson eight, we follow Jesus to the judgment hall of Pontius Pilate and to the 

tree of death, the cross, which He has made into our tree of life. Watch Jesus fulfill each of the Old 

Testament prophecies discussed in lessons one through five. 

Lesson nine: After His death on the cross, Jesus was sealed in a tomb with a large stone. But 

He didn’t stay dead. In lesson nine, we talk about His empty tomb and what His resurrection means 

for our lives today and in the future. In Jesus’ death, death itself, which has stalked God’s creation 

since Adam and Eve’s fall, has been forever defanged. 

Lesson ten: In lesson ten, we close out The Tree of Life with a look at the end of human history 

in this present world—the day when Jesus Christ will return from heaven to raise all the dead and 

judge all of humanity. We look at His glorious promise to all believers that He will restore His 

perfect creation and that we will live with Him forever, feasting from the tree of life. 

Digital Resources 
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The Tree of Life series includes digital components that you can use to teach the epic story of 

salvation in a variety of ways to different ages. The entire congregation can rally around the same 

narratives together. Specific resources, which are aligned around the ten lessons, are listed below. 

Sermons: Each lesson has an accompanying sermon text that addresses the lesson and 

ties the narrative between the lessons together.  

Adult Bible Study: This adult study takes a deeper dive into each lesson’s key narrative. 

This would be a great option for Bible class or small groups while participating in The Tree 

of Life. Teacher and learner resources are included in the download. 

Youth Bible Study: Curriculum for a youth study that revolves around the lesson is also 

included. This would be a great option for Sunday School or youth group during The Tree 

of Life. Teacher and student resources are included in the download.  

Children’s Ministry Curriculum: This download, which aligns with the lessons, is a 

flexible children’s curriculum that can be used in a variety of settings. This is a great option 

for Vacation Bible School or Sunday School, perhaps even both. Teacher and student 

resources are included in the download.  

Videos: Each lesson also has an accompanying video, appropriate for all ages, that 

summarizes the theme for the lesson.  

Bulletin Blurbs: This download includes short bulletin announcements for when this 

resource is being used as a sermon series or congregational resource.  

Newsletter Announcement: This download provides a template for your newsletter if you 

are planning to use the resource as a congregation-wide program or a VBS-styled children’s 

program.  
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Print Resources 

The Tree of Life also has accompanying print resources to equip the households of your 

congregation with the narrative of God’s Word between the lessons. These not only enrich 

the central content of each lesson but also build biblical literacy, filling in other critical 

narratives between the lessons. These resources are intended to be used at home by 

participants. The print resources are included below. 

The Tree of Life: This daily devotional for adults includes fifty devotional readings—five for 

each week—that scan the Bible accounts between each lesson. These include a key Scripture 

passage, a narrative summary, and a reflection question. 

The Tree of Life for Youth: This daily devotional is like the adult book, aligned around the 

same ten lessons, but it is intended for youth with additional images and space for journaling. 

The Tree of Life for Kids: This is a wonderfully illustrated children’s book that focuses on 

the ten central lessons of The Tree of Life. 

The Tree of Life Family Activity Kit: This resource is an exciting opportunity to bring faith 

conversations into the home as a family looks at the accounts together. It can be used as a tool for 

outreach as well. The kit includes each of the books listed above as well as Family Activity Pages, 

a family-oriented card game, and a special craft to assemble together.  

The Tree of Life offers you great flexibility to tailor its resources to your unique ministry 

setting. Our prayer is that you use a combination of the above resources to gather and align your 

people around God’s epic plan of salvation, to give them a taste of God’s amazing Word, and to 

marvel at what God has done for them in the tree of life. 
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THE TREE OF LIFE: 

 

God’s Promise of Salvation 

SERMON FOR WEEK ONE 

THE BEGINNING OF OUR STORY 

GENESIS 3:1–15 

Today, we begin a special ten-week exploration of God’s Word, the Bible. Each week we will look 

at a real, historical Bible event, to learn what it teaches us about God’s Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior, who is God’s great plan of salvation. Jesus is the beginning, center, and end of human 

history. As we hear and learn through these sermons, we’ll better understand our lives and our 

place in the world in which we live. 

So let’s start at the beginning. The very first verse in the Bible reads, 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1) 

The Bible says God brought the heavens and the earth into existence out of nothing using the 

power of His spoken word alone. For instance, in Genesis 1:3 we read: 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

The first chapter of Genesis tells us how God formed the sky, made the dry land appear, and 

filled the heavens with the sun, moon, and stars, then filled the earth with trees and vegetation, 

animals of all kinds, and mankind. 

So, you may ask, yes, but where is Jesus Christ in all this? John the Apostle gives us the answer 

in the first chapter of his Gospel of John. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without 

Him was not any thing made that was made. (John 1:1–3) 

Jesus, the Word, is God. He is the eternal Son of God. John calls Jesus the Word because God 

uses His voice, His spoken Word, to bring everything into existence. So you see, Jesus is there at 

the very beginning, creating the heavens and the earth and everything in them side by side with 

His Father. 
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But look at our world today. What a mess! There are natural disasters, droughts, floods, fires, 

earthquakes, hurricanes, and tornadoes. There is crime and war, illness, and death. Where did all 

these horrible things come from? Did God make creation that way? And what, if anything, is God 

doing about it? Well first, let’s take a look at how things were after God first made the heavens 

and the earth. 

On the sixth day, after making everything, God stepped back to examine His handiwork, 

And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good. (Genesis 

1:31) 

The bad things we see all around us only began to happen when the first humans, Adam and 

Eve, made a tragic choice. We read about it in the third chapter of Genesis. 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 

had made. (Genesis 3:1) 

At this point, the Bible does not specify who this serpent is. But other parts of the Bible make 

it clear, especially the twelfth chapter of the last Book, Revelation, 

That ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole 

world. (Revelation 12:9) 

Who is the devil? God created him as a holy angel. More than that, he was an archangel, a ruler 

of angels—something like a four-star general. And just like Adam and Eve, he was holy when God 

created him. Sadly, this angel turned away from God and became the author of all the evil and 

suffering that fills the earth—even that which afflicts the animals and plants around us. The Bible 

does not describe how he fell into sin, but Satan persuaded a great number of other angels to join 

his unholy rebellion against their Creator. 

Since his fall, Satan and his fallen angels have been enemies of God and His people. It was 

this devil who entered the Garden of Eden in the form of a serpent hoping to lead our first human 

mother and father to join his rebellion against the Creator. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 

the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst 

of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the 
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woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 

will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1b–5) 

Here is the devil directly contradicting God’s word. God said, “You will surely die.” The 

serpent said, “You will NOT surely die.” To whom should Eve listen? To God who created her, 

or to the serpent, a creature over which God had given her dominion? The answer is really quite 

obvious—but that temptation was so appealing. She could gain a wisdom God had held back from 

her. 

Moses, the prophet who later wrote down the words of Genesis, recorded the thoughts that 

passed through Eve’s mind as she looked at the forbidden fruit, 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 

the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 

ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. (Genesis 

3:6) 

St. Paul, in 1 Timothy 2:14, has an interesting thing to say about Adam’s role in all of this. 

Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor.  

Think carefully about that. Eve was deceived. She believed the serpent was telling her the truth. 

But Adam saw through the deception. He knew it was all a lie. He knew the tree would not make 

them wise and the day they ate of it they would surely die. Why in the world would Adam eat that 

fruit? Why didn’t he step forward and put the serpent in its place? Why didn’t he spring forward 

to protect Eve and all of us, his unborn children? No, he stood by and silently watched Eve grab 

that fruit. Then, even worse, he took a bite of the fruit too. 

Can you relate to that? I know I can. Sometimes we are deceived into doing something we 

shouldn’t do—even though God tells us not to. Other times we can clearly see what we should do, 

but we do the wrong anyway. [Full sermon available with purchase.] 
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HOW TO USE THE TREE OF LIFE YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 

The Tree of Life is designed to introduce the Bible to congregational members who have never 

read the Bible before and to help focus those who have read the Bible to see the overarching theme 

of God’s Word—what we call “the epic plan of salvation.” The various components of this kit help 

align all ages in your congregation around similar themes and texts each week. Each aspect of the 

Tree of Life, be it in the sermons, devotional materials, or in this youth group class, highlights a 

different facet of God’s epic plan of salvation for that week. 

The youth Bible Study goes alongside the sermon, showing specifically how the central text 

speaks to the life of your youth. Each session in the leader guide is five pages, with one 

reproducible student page in the back. As you go through each lesson, read the text in the body of 

this study aloud to your students, pausing at the questions. As you ask and talk through questions 

together, consider instructing your students to write down their answers and reflections on their 

student page before talking together as a large group. This should help keep more students engaged 

in the learning process.  
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SESSION 1: LEADER GUIDE 

THE BEGINNING OF OUR STORY 

GENESIS 3:1–24 

OVERVIEW 

God created the heavens and the earth as a beautiful home for humans. When Adam and Eve 

disobeyed His command, they plunged themselves, their offspring, and all creatures into death and 

chaos. In mercy, God announced His plan to save them from eternal death through His Son. 

LESSON PREP 

1. Set out Bibles. 

2. Copy and distribute the student page. 

3. Make extra pencils or pens available for students who do not have them. 

OPENING PRAYER 

OPENING ACTIVITY 

The purpose of this activity is to get you thinking about the Bible. Through the ten weeks of this 

congregational kit, we will survey major passages in the Bible that unfold God’s plan of salvation, 

accomplished by Jesus Christ. 

Come up with a sentence or two explaining what you think the Bible is all about. I’ll keep the 

answer handy so we can keep revisiting this answer and revise as we learn more. 

In the next ten weeks, we will look at ten important Bible accounts that help us understand 

what the Bible is all about. Today, we begin with a look at our first parents’ fall into sin and God’s 

plan to set it right again. 

1. What is one thing that’s wrong with the world? 

- Do you recognize a pattern in all your answers? 

- How are people trying to fix each of these problems? Which problems seem beyond our ability to 

control? 

- What is God doing about these problems? 
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THE BACKGROUND 

None of the problems you listed were in this world when God first made it. Each of these came 

about as the result of the disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve. Let’s see what it was 

like before their sin. 

GOD CREATES HUMANITY 

READ GENESIS 1:26–31 

How would you describe the world in which Adam and Eve lived? 

Everything was perfect. There was no suffering, no loneliness, no one hurting others. As verse 30 shows, 

all animals were vegetarians, so there were no predators or prey. God intended all of us humans to be one 

happy, extended family—filling the earth and improving life for all other creatures who lived there without 

fear, in perfect peace and harmony. 

2. How is Adam and Eve’s world different from our world? 

The world God made for Adam and Eve was perfect, and life was delightful.  

In Genesis 2, we take a close-up look at how God created the first man and woman—our first 

parents—Adam and Eve. 

GOD CREATES ADAM 

READ GENESIS 2:7–9 

When you look at how God created Adam, what are some things that show God’s special attention? 

God Himself formed Adam’s body out of the clay or ground, like a sculptor. To bring Adam’s body to life, 

the Lord breathed His own breath into Adam’s nostrils. Then, God planted a special garden as Adam’s 

home and filled it with food—a wide variety of ripe fruit trees. 

GOD’S COMMAND TO ADAM 

READ GENESIS 2:15–17 

When God placed Adam in the garden, what command did He give him? 

[Full study with answers available with purchase.] 

 

GOD PROMISES A SAVIOR 

READ GENESIS 3:14–15 

Look carefully at what God said here. In verse 14, He speaks about the kind of life serpents and 

snakes will live since Satan used one of them to tempt Eve. In verse 15, He speaks about what He 

will do to punish Satan. 
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6. What event was God talking about where the woman’s offspring bruised Satan’s head while Satan bruised 

His heel? 

The offspring of the woman is God’s Son, Jesus. This shows, first of all, that Jesus would be both God and 

man. He would be born of one of Eve’s daughters, the Virgin Mary. God describes Jesus, Eve’s descendant, 

stomping on the serpent’s head. The blow would crush the serpent’s head, leading to its death, but the 

serpent would bite Jesus’ heel. God is speaking of Jesus’ pain and suffering as He died on the cross. By His 

work on the cross, Jesus undid the damage Satan did to all humanity through Adam and Eve eating the fruit, 

and Satan would be defeated and suffer eternal death in hell. 

CONCLUSION 

Because of Adam and Eve’s sin, all of us are sinners, and God’s world is no longer perfect. We do 

what we can to take care of our dying world, but only our Creator can repair it and make it perfect 

again. 

Two thousand years ago, He completed the first step by sending His Son, born of Eve’s 

descendant Mary, to live among us, die on the cross, and rise in victory. 

When Jesus comes again on Judgment Day, He will complete His work of restoration. Until 

then, because Jesus came and died on the cross for us, our sins have been removed—we are 

forgiven— and with the Holy Spirit’s help, we can do our best to make this world a better place. 

Then, when Jesus returns, we can live with Him forever in this perfectly restored world—and our 

bodies, hearts, and minds will be perfect forever. 

After what we have read and discussed, would you like to make any changes to our sentence that explains 

what the Bible is all about? (Keep this updated sentence for next week so your class can keep revisiting and 

revising it throughout the ten weeks of this study.) 

CLOSING PRAYER 

[Full study with answers available with purchase.] 
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SESSION 1: STUDENT GUIDE 

THE BEGINNING OF OUR STORY 

 
1. What is one thing that’s wrong with the world? 

 

2. How is Adam and Eve’s world different from our world? 

 

3. Do you think God was partly responsible for Adam and Eve’s fall since He planted the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil in the garden? Explain your answer. 

[Full study with answers available with purchase.] 
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LEADER GUIDE 

HOW TO USE THE TREE OF LIFE ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

The Tree of Life is designed to introduce the Bible to congregational members who have never 

read the Bible before and to help focus those who have read the Bible to see the overarching theme 

of God’s Word—what we call “the epic plan of salvation.” The various components of this kit help 

align different contexts of your congregational life around similar themes and texts each week. 

Each aspect of the Tree of Life, be it in the sermons, devotional materials, or in a group class, 

highlights a different facet of God’s epic plan of salvation for that week. 

This adult Bible study takes a unique approach. Whereas the sermon and the different 

devotional materials take a broad look at the ebb and flow of God’s plan of salvation in Christ, this 

study is designed to help your learners slow down and take a deeper look at the central text for the 

week. The particular approach is designed to help your learners develop the understandings and 

habits of abiding in God’s Word in their own lives. As such, each of the ten different studies 

follows a similar structure of questions. These questions begin with the most fundamental and then 

transition into more complex and nuanced questions that address life application. 

Session Title and Information: This section highlights both the overarching theme for the 

session and the particular lesson aims to keep in mind while teaching the lesson. 

Introduction: This includes a possible prayer and two potential lesson starters. These two 

options are intended to engage your learners. Use either one or something of your own to involve 

each learner in the learning process right off the bat. 

Setting the Scene: This section is not included in the student guide but exists in the leader 

guide to help summarize the events between the narratives discussed each Sunday in the Tree of 

Life. Use any or all of these paragraphs, readings, and discussion questions to set up the narrative 

context for your learners. 

What Does the Text Say?: These are questions that should help your learners think about the 

most foundational elements of the text: who, what, where, when, why, and how. 

What Does the Text Uncover?: After your learners identify the foundations of the text, these 

next questions will help them think through the major themes and concepts involved in the 

narrative. 
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What Does the Text Reveal about God’s Plan of Salvation?: After considering the elements 

and themes of the narrative, learners are encouraged here to explore what the text reveals about 

the overall narrative of salvation. This is an excellent place to identify Law and Gospel for your 

learners, seeing how the text reveals mankind’s sin but also God’s faithfulness to rescue us in 

Christ. 

What Does the Text Mean for Me in Christ?: Questions in this section will help your 

learners think through how the text impacts them personally and what it means for their identity 

as God’s son or daughter. 

What Does the Text Mean for Us as God’s People Today?: At the very end of the session, 

these questions will encourage your learners to think through and evaluate the text in light of their 

own vocations. How can they apply this to the mission of the Church today as we await the return 

of Christ? 

The reproducible student guide for each lesson contains the basic questions to help your 

learners progress through this method of interpretation. The leader guide contains much more, 

including the goals, introductory options, the Setting the Scene section, suggested answers and 

discussion prompts, and optional prayers. Bolded sections in the leader guide are intended to be 

read aloud. Use these different features as you see fit in large-group, small-group, or paired 

discussion. 
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SESSION 1: THE BEGINNING OF OUR STORY 

GENESIS 3:1–24 

BIG IDEA—ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 

The story of humanity is all about God’s plan of salvation and how God has included us in it. 

STUDY OBJECTIVES 

To cultivate the understandings, attitudes, and habits that contribute to lifelong learning of 

God’s Word in your learners.  

LEARNER OBJECTIVES 

Learners will  

understand how God’s response to the fall sets the stage for the rest of the human story; 

identify how key themes from Genesis 3 can be found throughout Scripture; and 

recognize what God’s promise in Genesis 3:15 means for their own lives. 

INTRODUCTION 

Here is one suggested prayer to begin the class: 

Blessed Lord, thank You that You have given us Your Word, which makes us 

wise to salvation. As we gather in this study, help us to read Your Word, mark it, 

and learn it, so that we may not only be comforted by the blessed hope of 

everlasting life but also grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Amen.  

To get your students invested in and thinking about the text of this lesson, begin with one of 

the activities below. 

Option A: Prepare an opening clip from a famous movie or television show. Be sensitive to 

your learners—not only in what they are comfortable with but also what they may or 

may not understand. Before watching the clip, tell them that it sets the stage for the rest 

of the movie. Examples might include the opening scene from the movie The Fellowship 

of the Ring or the opening credits to an older television show like The  

A-Team, which give the plot of the show. This clip should only be a few minutes long 

but should be one that sets the stage for the rest of the movie or show. As you watch the 

clip together, have your learners identify details that help set up the show’s themes, 
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problems, or potential solutions. After watching, have your learners divide into pairs or 

small groups and discuss what they noticed. Once everyone debriefs as a large group, 

share that the text for today’s Bible narrative functions in many ways like an introductory 

scene from a movie. The rest of Scripture that follows Genesis 3 flows from the problems 

of sin, death, and the devil that arose from Genesis 3, ultimately ending in Jesus who 

overcame these for us. 

Option B: Have your learners divide into small groups or pairs. Ask them to consider the 

following prompt and discuss. Think of a memorable punishment you received as a 

kid, at school or home. What made it so memorable, and what did you learn? Give 

your learners some time to reflect in their groups. Then lead into the lesson by sharing 

that in today’s text, God offers a punishment for the sins of Adam and Eve but He also 

promises to send a Savior. This text sets up all of the story of salvation and everything 

written in the Bible—as well as the rest of human history. 

When you are done with the introductory activity, move to the questions and activities below. 

SETTING THE SCENE 

Learners do not have the Setting the Scene questions on their student page. These are meant to 

be review comments or questions to help orient your learners to the context. You can skip these if 

you would rather jump right into the text. 

To understand Genesis 3, we need to look at the context. The first three chapters of Genesis 

outline the beginning of the world, the act of God’s creation. In addition, they set up not only the 

rest of Scripture but also the human experience until Jesus returns. 

Genesis 1 highlights how God made the heavens and the earth out of nothing. He did so as a 

creative, loving act. He made all of creation by the power of His Word, and as the pinnacle, He 

made man. Read Genesis 1:26–28. From the text, what were God’s purposes for man, and in what 

ways do these still apply to us today? 

Genesis 2 continues with the creation account but adds extra details. Read Genesis 2:15–25. 

What extra purposes for man does God give here? 

God gave man access to the tree of life but forbade him from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God’s 

purpose for man is that man should love Him, thanking, praising, serving, and obeying Him above all things. 

While God made man for community, most important here is marriage, which God designed between a 

man and a woman. 
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God made man for the ongoing care of His creation. 

WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY? 

Read through the text of Genesis 3:1–24 with your learners. You can either read it aloud or have a 

volunteer read the text. Then go through the following with your learners, question by question. 

You may want to pause periodically as you go through the text. You may also ask your learners to 

first go through questions in pairs or small groups before debriefing with your large group. 

Encourage your learners to jot down notes on the student page at their own pace to process the 

different questions and help improve individual engagement. 

Read through Genesis 3:1–24. When and where did the events of this account happen, and who was 

involved? 

When 

The beginning of creation, before sin had come into the world. 

Where 

The Garden of Eden, by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Who 

Adam: the first man, created by God in God’s image, formed from the dust of the earth. 

Eve: the first woman, created from Adam’s rib to be Adam’s partner. 

Satan: rebellious angel, in the form of a serpent. Along with the other fallen angels (demons), he sought to 

tempt God’s people to sin or disobey God. 

God: the Creator of all things, who made Adam and Eve special and gave Adam and Eve His creation to 

work in. 

WHAT HAPPENED, HOW DID IT HAPPEN, AND WHY DID IT HAPPEN? 

1. Read verses 1–5. Trace Satan’s goal and Eve’s response in each step of his temptation. 

Verse 1: Satan challenged God in a rather unassuming way. First, he made God out to be harsh: “Did God 

actually say?” Then he exaggerated God’s command: “Any tree?” Satan had planted seeds of doubt in Eve, 

and sin was already present. She responded correctly about God’s command, but she added to it and made 

it harsher: “Neither shall you touch it.” 

Verse 4: Satan directly attacked God’s Word, as he has always done: “You will not surely die.” As the 

father of lies, Satan was right in one sense. Adam and Eve would not drop physically dead, but they would 

be spiritually dead, and death would envelop the whole creation. 

Verse 5: This is a terribly twisted temptation. If Adam and Eve ate, Satan claimed, their eyes would be 

opened, and they would understand good and evil. Greater still, Satan said that Eve would be like God in 

knowing good and evil. She definitely learned about evil, but things turned out much differently than she 

thought. Eve fell into sin, tempted by this lure of power. 

2. Read verses 7–13. With sin, Adam and Eve’s perfection was replaced by guilt and shame. Trace 

how Adam and Eve responded to the shame of their sin in different ways. 

. . . [Full study with answers available with purchase.] 
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WHAT DOES THE TEXT UNCOVER? 

In light of what you just read and studied, what does the text reveal about humans in general? What 

does it reveal about who God is and what God does? 

Humans have always been susceptible to the temptations of Satan. In fact, like Satan, we are fallen creatures 

and share in his sinful nature. Ever since the fall, mankind has naturally hidden from and despised God. 

Ever since the fall into sin, mankind has had to experience the effects of sin, including death. Like Adam 

and Eve, we have failed to fully fear, love, and trust in God above all things and must deal with the 

consequences of our sins. 

God is the Creator who makes the rules of His creation. Any excuse for sin is fruitless before our perfect 

God. God also loves His creation, especially His human creatures. Though humans would have to live with 

the consequences of their disobedience, God promised a Savior who would be a descendant of Adam and 

Eve and would crush the power of Satan and reverse the curse of death. This descendant, first promised in 

Genesis 3:15, is Jesus. 

WHAT DOES THE TEXT REVEAL ABOUT GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION? 

For this next question, invite your learners to review what they have studied so far. Give them 

a few moments to contemplate their summary or, better yet, write a sentence or two before sharing 

in small groups or the large group. 

What does the text reveal about God’s plan of salvation? How can we summarize this in a simple 

way? 

Potential summaries may include the following: God created man and woman good, but man and woman 

were tempted to disobey God and bring death into the world. Yet God promised that a descendant of Eve 

would make things right by destroying Satan’s power. 

Consider talking about the themes of Law (which shows our sins) and Gospel (which shows our Savior) in 

this text. Law themes include these truths: God is good and just and punishes sin, and because of sin, earthly 

life is a struggle that now ends in death. Gospel themes include the following: God did not abandon mankind 

to eternal separation from Him but instead promised a Savior from the man and woman who would one day 

conquer the powers of sin and death for them. This is Jesus. 

WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN FOR ME IN CHRIST? 

The last two big questions are meant to be reflective and personal in nature. Given all that they 

have learned and studied from the text, how do your learners see that, in Christ, the text involves 

them? They can share their thoughts in small groups or in a large group, but as your learners reflect 

on what this means for them in Christ, consider bringing up the points below. 

What does the text mean for me in Christ? 

Christ has defeated Satan for us. Everything depends on God’s promise and the fulfillment of that promise 

for me. Because of Jesus, sin, death, and the devil no longer hold power over us in eternity. 

Because of sin, men and women now suffer in this life. It is inescapable. Amid our suffering in life, though, 

we can always be sure that God cares about us. Adam and Eve struggled in life, but God promised to rescue 

them from their suffering, and He has done so for us in Jesus as well. 
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As this sets the scene for all of Scripture, we can see that God involves us in something much bigger than 

ourselves. Our identity in Christ, as His redeemed and forgiven children, means that we are part of God’s 

epic plan of salvation. Our lives have special value and meaning in Christ. 

WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN FOR US AS GOD’S PEOPLE TODAY? 

What does the text mean for us as God’s people today? 

To put themselves into the text, consider having your learners think through and share in pairs (or 

small groups) situations in life where they have played the role of Satan, Eve, or Adam. Offer the 

following prompts: 

. . . [Full study with answers available with purchase.] 
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STUDENT GUIDE 

SESSION 1: THE BEGINNING OF OUR STORY 

Read through Genesis 3:1–24. When and where did the events of this account happen, and who 

was involved? 

When 

Where 

Who 

What happened, how did it happen, and why did it happen? 

1. Read verses 1–5. Trace Satan’s goal and Eve’s response in each step of his temptation. 

 

2. Read verses 7–13. With sin, Adam and Eve’s perfection was replaced by guilt and shame. Trace how 

Adam and Eve responded to the shame of their sin in different ways. 

 

3. Read verses 14–24. God did not abandon Adam and Eve. Verse 15 is the first Gospel promise. In this 

one short verse is found a wealth of Good News. What are different ways the Gospel is found in verses 14 

and 15? 

 

4. After cursing Satan, God now cursed the world, His creation. What curses did God place on the woman, 

the man, the ground, and all people? 

[Full student guide available with purchase.] 
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OUTREACH EVENT SCHEDULE:
8:00 a.m. Big welcome
8:15 a.m. Stations (Pick from the lesson, craft,   
   game, or other activities to introduce   
   the account assigned to your station.)
8:30 a.m. Transition; play a song.  
8:35 a.m. Stations
8:50 a.m. Transition; play a song.  
8:55 a.m. Stations
9:10 a.m. Transition; play a song.  
9:15 a.m. Stations
9:30 a.m. Transition; play a song.  
9:35 a.m. Stations
9:50 a.m. Snack break! During snack, offer a chal- 
   lenge with volunteers, skit, or another  
   kind of entertainment.
10:10 a.m. Stations
10:25 a.m. Transition; play a song.  
10:30 a.m. Stations
10:35 a.m. Transition; play a song.  
10:40 a.m. Stations
10:55 a.m. Transition; play a song.  
11:00 a.m. Stations
11:15 a.m. Transition; play a song.  
11:20 a.m. Stations
11:35 a.m. Lunchtime prayer
11:40 a.m. Lunch break! During lunch, offer a   
   challenge with volunteers, skit, or  
   another kind of entertainment.
12:00 p.m. Series launch: This is The Tree of Life!  
   Our church will be walking together in  
   learning ten key accounts of the Bible.
12:30 p.m. Hand out kits to all families. Send out  
   extras for families to give away!

BIBLE CAMP SCHEDULE (EACH DAY):
8:00 a.m. Big welcome
8:15 a.m. Lesson 1 site (Story, Craft, Game, etc.)
8:35 a.m. Transition 
8:40 a.m. Lesson 1 site
9:00 a.m. Transition
9:05 a.m. Lesson 1 site
9:25 a.m. Transition
9:30 a.m. Lesson 1 site
9:50 a.m. Transition
9:55 a.m. Lesson 1 site
10:15 a.m. Transition
10:20 a.m. Lesson 1 site
10:40 a.m. Transition
10:45 a.m. Wrap up
11:00 a.m. Lunch/rest 
12:00 p.m. Repeat structure with the next lesson
3:00 p.m. End for the day

OUTREACH EVENT IDEAS
REACH OUT WITH THE GOSPEL! 
The Tree of Life suite of resources helps churches center 
everyone on ten key accounts in the Bible so that every-
one has a basic understanding of all that God has done for 
all people. Centering on the tree of the cross, this series 
stretches from the tree of life in the Garden of Eden to 
the tree of life in the new creation of heaven. This partic-
ular resource is a curriculum for kids. How can you use it? 
There are many options! Check out the details below. 

CURRICULUM FORMATS
There are several ways you can teach this curriculum. Will 
you use this curriculum for a weeklong Bible camp? Maybe 
you’ll use this in step with the adult and youth Bible stud-
ies as your church goes through the sermon series for The 
Tree of Life. You could do a little of both and even use 
some material for a churchwide kickoff event. The goal of 
this curriculum is to provide plenty of options so you can 
pick the right activities for your children and your format. 

• Weeklong event: Learn all ten lessons in one week to 
get kids excited about God’s epic plan of salvation! 
Grab portions of this curriculum but leave parts for 
later so they can follow up. Learn two lessons a day 
(one in the morning and one in the afternoon), or high-
light five accounts for half-days. 

• Every week: Walk with adults and youth as the whole 
church learns the lesson together alongside the sermon 
of the week. 

• Outreach day: Create a sample day where families 
move from station to station. Use a craft for the first 
account, a game for the second, and so on. This gives 
just enough of a teaser to foster excitement for the rest 
of The Tree of Life. You can do the rest each week!

USING THIS GUIDE IN DIFFERENT FORMATS
How can you use this leader guide? Here are some tips:

• Weeklong event: For each lesson, make the most of 
your stations! You’ll be using pages 3 and 4 of every 
lesson to plan out at least six stations. But don’t forget 
the Bible account on page 2! If you want a music 
station, use the overview page for helpful information. 

• Every week: If you are using the stations for a weeklong 
event but also plan to teach for a weekly Bible time on 
Sundays, focus mainly on the extenders after review-
ing page 2 for the account. Bring your kids together! 
You could turn the extenders into stations for smaller 
groups or use a one-room classroom style for summer. 

• Outreach day: Pick one station per lesson, and set up 
ten stations for your big day! 
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OPEN
If you decide to use an Opening each time, make it work 
for your needs! It could be as simple as a prayer. It might 
incorporate the skit and music. For small groups, you could 
even cover the Bible story at this time to set the tone. 
There is no designated Opening, so choose what works 
best for you.

BIBLE STORY
Young: Read this narrative for prereaders. Encourage the 
actions and finish with the questions. 
Older: Read this narrative geared for early readers. Con-
sider using children’s Bibles so kids can read and review.
Oldest: Dive right into the Bible! Ask kids to take turns 
reading. Then tackle the questions.

CRAFT
Be sure to check the Prep Page or Craft Station for the craft 
supply list for this station. These crafts use items that can 
be found at most craft stores. Create a sample craft ahead 
of time, and be sure you have plenty of volunteers. Use the 
prompts given to connect the craft to the lesson.

SNACK
Be sure to check the Prep Page or Snack Station for the 
supply list. Most ingredients can be found at grocery 
stores, but look ahead in case some items are best found 
online. Create a sample snack and be sure you have plenty 
of volunteers. Use the prompts given for connections.

GAME
Time to get up and move! The game station will often use 
similar items from lesson to lesson. Use the prompts to 
connect the game to the lesson. 

SCIENCE
Kids love experiments! Be sure to check the Prep Page or 
Science Station for the supply list. Look ahead in case some 
items are best found online. Use the prompts to connect. 

MEMORY VERSE
The Memory Verse Station is a smaller station. Use the 
recorded Bible memory songs and reinforce the lesson. You 
may want to connect this station to the Science Station or 
add the music to this station. 

SKIT
Skits could be used as an Opening, Closing, or on their own! 

EXTENDERS
Supplement with extenders or fill your Sunday mornings 
with many! 

TAKE IT HOME
Wrap up with the prayer, or enhance with music or skits!

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
PREP PAGE
Be sure to share this guide with all volunteers or divide the 
pages among the leaders based on what they need. What 
is the lesson about? What activities will you prepare? The 
Prep Page tells you everything at a glance. 

MUSIC
On the Music Suggestions page, you’ll see plenty of music 
options to suit your needs. If you have musicians, you 
can use the hymnals Lutheran Service Book or One and All 
Rejoice. There are also recordings for Bible verses and the 
theme songs. If you love to use your own playlists, we offer 
some suggestions of songs to find on your own. 

SUPPLIES
Station Supplies: If you want to know what supplies are 
needed for each station (crafts, game, etc.), look at the 
Prep Page of every lesson.

For Every Lesson: Use this checklist below as a reminder 
of items that you may want on hand for every lesson. 

Extender Supply Box: The items in the Extender Supply 
Box are used frequently. Gather them to be prepared for 
many of the lesson extenders. You can do any extender on 
the fly with the supplies below.

• White copy paper, construction paper, tissue paper

• Crayons, markers, colored pencils, pencils, pens

• Paint, paint brushes, smocks

• School glue, glue sticks, tape, glitter glue

• Child-friendly scissors, hole punch, stapler

• Yarn, pom-poms, craft sticks, pipe cleaners

• Googly eyes, beads, buttons, stickers

• Paper plates, paper lunch bags, paper cups

• Play dough and tools

• Poster board or large sheets of paper

• Bibles

• Hymnals and songbooks

• Crayons, markers, colored pencils, pencils, pens

• School glue, glue sticks, tape, glitter glue

• Child-friendly scissors, hole punch, stapler

• Device to stream music

• Plates, napkins, plasticware, hand sanitizer
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MUSIC SUGGESTIONS  
BIBLE LESSON  BIBLE VERSE   SONG OPTIONS

THE BEGINNING OF  
OUR STORY
Genesis 3:1–15

PSALM 139:14
I am fearfully and  
wonderfully made.

“The Tree of Life” (Starke, Becker)  
“This Is the Day” (Garrett) 
“Deep in the Word of God” (Browning, Clark) 
“Lord, I Need You” (Maher)

GOD’S PLAN FOR 
ABRAHAM
Genesis 12:1–8; 22:1–14

PSALM 36:7
How precious is Your steadfast love, 
O God.

 “Children of the Heavenly Father” (Berg, Olson) 
“Ten Thousand Reasons” (Myrin, Redman) 
“God’s Promises” (Countryman) 
“Promises” (Maverick City Music)   

THE PASSOVER LAMB
Exodus 12:1–13, 29–42

EXODUS 19:5
You shall be My treasured posses-
sion. 

“Lamb of God” (Paris) 
“When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land” (African 
American spiritual) 
“Our God Delivers” (Countryman)  
“Chain Breaker” (Zach Williams) 

SLAYING THE GIANT
1 Samuel 17:4–18, 38–51

NEHEMIAH 4:14
Remember the Lord, who is great 
and awesome. 

“Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle” (Fortuna-
tus, Neale, Schalk) 
“O Church, Arise” (Getty, Townend) 
“Power in Your Word” (Countryman)  
“Do It Again” (Elevation Worship)

DELIVERED FROM  
THE LIONS
Daniel 6:1–23

PSALM 77:14
You are the God who works won-
ders. 

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” (Havergal, 
Baker)  
“In Christ Alone” (Getty, Townend) 
“Stand on Up” (Countryman) 
“This Is Amazing Grace” (Phil Wickham)

JESUS IS BAPTIZED INTO 
GOD’S PLAN
Matthew 3:13–17

1 CORINTHIANS 6:11
But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (Neumeister, 
Voelker, Bachofen) 
“May the Peace of God” (Getty, Townend) 
“Father, Spirit, Son” (Countryman) 
“Who Am I” (Casting Crowns)

JESUS PREACHES THE 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
Matthew 4:3–11; Luke 4:31–44

PSALM 89:5
Let the heavens praise Your won-
ders, O Lord. 

“How Wide the Love of Christ” (Stuempfle, 
Spiess) 
“Speak, O Lord” (Getty, Townend) 
“He’s Done Marvelous Things” (Browning) 
“Glorious Day” (Casting Crowns)

GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION 
COMPLETED
Luke 23:26, 32–46 

1 JOHN 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

“When I Behold Jesus Christ” (Belhu, Schoenherr, 
Keefer, Keefer, Herl) 
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” (Townend) 
“Yes in Him” (Countryman) 
“Ain’t No Grave” (Molly Skaggs)

JESUS CONQUERS DEATH
John 20:11–18

JOHN 3:16
For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life.

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia” (Wipo, 
Leeson, Williams) 
“See, What a Morning” (Getty, Townend)  
“Our God Keeps His Promises” (Browning, Clark); 
“Empty Grave” (Zach Williams)

THE END OF OUR STORY
Revelation 21:1–8; 22:1–14

MATTHEW 19:21
You will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow Me.

“Christ Is Surely Coming” (Idle, Williams) 
“There Is a Higher Throne” (Getty, Getty) 
“Today’s a Great Day” (Browning, Clark) 
“Is He Worthy?” (Andrew Peterson)
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THE BEGINNING OF 
OUR STORY Genesis 3:1–15

OVERVIEW
B I B L E  T R U T H 
God made us and promised to rescue us from our sin.

B I B L E  V E R S E 
“I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”
Psalm 139:14

L E A R N E R  G OA L 
I understand that God made me, loves me, and saves me.

S A LVAT I O N  CO N T E X T
The triune God was there at creation, making everything 
perfect and according to His good will. He created the tree 
of life, which would sustain humans forever! But Adam and 
Eve sinned, and the whole world fell into brokenness. God 
did not let all of humanity suffer the death it deserves. God 
the Father promised a Savior, Jesus, who would redeem 
creation on a different tree of life, the cross.  

L AW  &  G O S P E L
We brought sin into God’s perfect creation, resulting in a 
broken world full of death and sorrow.
God promises rescue and restoration through a Savior, 
a descendant of Adam and Eve.

STATION SUPPLIES
B I B L E  L E S S O N

 ☐ Pictures or video of creation (optional)
C R A F T

 ☐ Three brown pipe cleaners

 ☐ A small mound of fast-drying clay

 ☐ A handful of pony beads

 ☐ A small cross bead or a permanent marker
S N AC K

 ☐ A plain sugar cookie or graham cracker

 ☐ A dollop of vanilla yogurt or whipped cream

 ☐ Assorted fruits (berries, oranges, apple slices)
G A M E

 ☐ Five different kinds of fruit
S C I E N C E

 ☐ Large, clear container

 ☐ Vegetable oil (enough to fill the large container)

 ☐ 2 clear plastic cups: 1 whole, 1 broken or cut

 ☐ Plastic glove (optional)
M E M O RY  V E R S E

 ☐ 1 or 2 blindfolds (optional)
S K I T

 ☐ Craft from today, one that can be broken or mangled

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CURRICULUM

The Tree of Life
PREP PAGE

Lesson 1



L1-2 The Tree of Life™. © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®.  
Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 155257dcr.

BIBLE LESSON FOR PREREADERS
If possible, do this part of the lesson outside. Begin by asking kids to point out beautiful parts of creation. You could also show a picture or video with images of creation. 
If you have volunteers, you can ask them to read the dialogue as parts.   

In the beginning, there was nothing except God. God 
decided to make a beautiful creation. It was perfect! There 
were stars and moons and planets. There were waters and 
lands. There were trees and plants. There were birds and 
fish and all kinds of animals. There was Adam and Eve. God 
said that Adam and Eve could eat any fruit except the fruit 
of one tree. That was the only thing they could not do. 

There was no sin. There was no sadness. Bad things 
didn’t happen. But there was a bad angel who turned away 
from God. We call him the devil. The devil entered into a 
snake, and the snake spoke to Eve. 

The snake said, “Hello, Eve. Did God really say that you 
would die if you ate from this tree?”

Eve said, “Yes. We cannot eat from this tree, or we will 
die.” Adam was there, quietly watching. 

The snake said, “You will not surely die. Go on. Try it.”
Eve ate the fruit, and she gave some to Adam, who also 

ate. Everything changed! Adam and Eve were embarrassed 
that they had no clothes, so they made clothes out of 
leaves. They also were scared of God. They hid from Him.

When God found them, Adam blamed Eve for the sin 
(and God for making Eve). Eve blamed the snake. Because 
of sin, creation was not perfect anymore. Even the plants 

and animals suffered! God was angry, but He also loved 
Adam and Eve. He told them that a Savior would come. 
That Savior is Jesus. He died on a cross and rose again so 
that we don’t have to be afraid of death. Because of Jesus, 
we can live forever someday.
• We talked about three important trees today. Let’s 

stand up and think about them. First, there was the 
tree of life. It would let Adam and Eve live forever. 
Stand up, and wave your arms like happy branches! 
Then, there was another tree. This is the tree that 
Adam and Eve were not supposed to eat from, but 
they did. They sinned. Hang your arms down like 
sad branches. God the Father said that He would 
send His Son to save Adam and Eve and all people 
from sin. Jesus died on a cross. Hold your arms 
straight out like a cross. Jesus took our punishment 
for our sins, so now we can believe in Him and live 
with Him forever! Raise your hands to celebrate! 

• What is one of your favorite things about creation? 
Let’s thank God! Let’s also tell God that we’re sorry 
for our sin. Let’s pray, thanking God the Father for 
Jesus, who saves us from our sin. Pray together. 

BIBLE LESSON FOR EARLY READERS
Depending on class maturity, you could read the narrative above and then ask kids to help read the Bible account in a story Bible to review. You could also read the 
summary below and then the account straight from the Bible so kids can listen.    

In the beginning, there was only God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. God decided to make a beautiful creation. 
Everything was perfect! He made Adam and Eve. He told 
them they could eat any fruit of the garden except the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil.

The devil, a fallen angel who disobeyed God, entered into 
a snake. He wanted to tempt Adam and Eve to sin. If they 
sinned, they would deserve death. Also, the whole world 
would be tainted with sin and broken.

The devil convinced Adam and Eve that God was lying. 
He convinced them that they knew better than God. Adam 

and Eve ate the fruit; they sinned. Nothing would be per-
fect anymore. Adam and Eve were ashamed and scared. 

God was angry, but he also loved Adam and Eve. God 
the Father promised a Savior. God the Son, Jesus, would 
live, die, and rise again. This would rescue us from our sin! 
Jesus promises to come back someday and make every-
thing perfect again. 
• What goes wrong in the world today? We live in a 

broken world. 

• What beauty is in the world today? Someday, Jesus 
will return and make everything perfect again! 

BIBLE LESSON FOR STRONG READERS
Read Genesis 3:1–15 from the Bible as a class. Consider the discussion questions below.    

• God made everything perfect. Why aren’t things perfect 
today? Sin has tainted this world; things are broken. 

• Think of a time you made something wonderful. How 
would you feel if someone broke it? It hurts God that 

we broke His creation. But He still loves us! He’s an 
amazing God. 

• God made us, redeemed us, and makes us new. Let’s 
say a prayer of thanks!  
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CRAFT
To help younger kids, prep by doing the first step for them. To engage older kids, give small green pipe cleaner pieces to make leaves. 

SUPPLIES (PER KID)

• Three brown pipe cleaners

• A small mound of fast-drying clay

• A handful of pony beads

• A small cross bead or a permanent marker

DIRECTIONS

• Hold the three pipe cleaners together and fold them in 
half. At the fold, begin twisting to make a trunk. Keep 
the six ends free to eventually make branches.

• Place a desired amount of pony beads on each of the six 
branches. Green can be leaves; other colors can be fruit. 

• Bend the six ends to look branchlike. (If a branch has 
too many beads to bend, a few will need to come off.) 

• Make a base around the tree with the clay so that the 
tree can stand. 

• Press the cross bead into the clay base, or draw a cross 
on the base with a permanent marker.

SAY

• This reminds us of the tree of life, which was in the 
Garden of Eden. But Adam and Eve ate fruit from 
a tree they should not have eaten from. Now, they 
need a Savior! We need a Savior too.

• The cross in this craft reminds us of the tree of the 
cross. Jesus came to die on the cross to pay for all 
our sins. In Jesus, we have new life again! We can 
tell God the Father that we are sorry for our sins, 
and He forgives us. We can live with God forever.

 

SNACK
Don’t forget to check for allergies! Ask parents for suggestions for snack alternatives to have on hand.  

SUPPLIES (PER PLATE)

• A plain sugar cookie or graham cracker

• A dollop of vanilla yogurt or whipped cream

• Assorted fruits (berries, orange pieces, apple slices)

DIRECTIONS

• Encourage kids to spread the yogurt or whipped cream 
on the cookie or graham cracker.

• Ask them to arrange their favorite fruits in beautiful 
designs to make a personal fruit pizza.

SAY

• What are your favorite fruits? There are so many to 
choose from! God made beautiful, delicious fruit for 
us to eat.

• God gave Adam and Eve lots of perfect fruit to eat! 
But they ate the one fruit that God told them not 
to. They disobeyed. We don’t have that tree around 
anymore, but we disobey God too. Because Jesus 
rescued us from sin by dying and rising again, we 
can rise again someday and live with Jesus forever!

• Let’s say a thank-You prayer for our tasty fruit. 

GAME
Try this game outside! But it can work in a large room too. You may want to ask a volunteer to be “it” the whole game. 

SUPPLIES

• Five different pieces of fruit 

DIRECTIONS

• Line kids up on one end of the space. Designate “base.” 

• Choose one person to be “it.”

• Whisper a fruit name (of the five) to each kid. 

• Hold up a fruit (such as an orange) and shout its name. 

All “oranges” run from the line, trying to get to base. If 
they are tagged, they sit in place (or help being “it”).

• Continue until all have run or as time permits. 

SAY

• God made all things! He made fruit to eat, and He 
made us. He loves each and every one of us! Jesus 
came to earth to live, die, and rise. He will come 
again someday to make everything perfect and new.
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SCIENCE
This experiment is actually about refraction. Be sure your station is in place ahead of time, as this is a trick of the eye! Also, practice ahead of time to be sure oil and cups 
work properly. Glass cups may work better, but be extremely careful with sharp edges!

SUPPLIES

• Large, clear container

• Vegetable oil (enough to fill the large container)

• 2 clear plastic cups: 1 whole, 1 broken or cut in half

• Plastic glove (optional)

DIRECTIONS

• Beforehand, place the whole cup in the large clear con-
tainer. Fill the container with vegetable oil until the cup 
cannot be seen from the side.

SAY

• My cup is broken. Do you think I could fix it by 
placing it in this special bowl? Let’s find out. Care-
fully place the pieces of the cup in the container until 

they cannot be seen. Using the glove, pull out the 
whole, unbroken cup.

• Do you think that this is the same cup? No, this ex-
periment isn’t about fixing things. It’s about hiding 
things. Pull out the pieces of the broken cup too. The 
oil in the container helped to hide the cups, but my 
cup is still broken. I can’t fix it. Even with glue, it 
won’t be the same.

• When Adam and Eve sinned, the whole world 
became broken. They thought that they could hide 
their sin, but God knows everything. Only God can 
fix a broken world. Do you remember how? Pause 
for responses. Jesus, our Savior, came to earth, was 
born, died, and rose! We are saved from our sin. 
Jesus promises to come back someday to make ev-
erything perfect again.

 

MEMORY VERSE
Read the Bible verse from the Bible. Play the Bible verse recording and sing along! Then try the brief activity. 

BIBLE VERSE
“I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139:14) 

DO THIS! 
Ask one or two kids to close their eyes (or use blindfolds). 
Then, point and ask another kid to talk. The volunteers can 
try to guess who was talking. Allow kids to try to disguise 
their voice. Can the volunteers still pick out the speaker?

SAY

• God made each of us special! Our voices are special. 
We can tell who is who by voice. We could proba-
bly guess our friends just by looking at their hair 
or maybe even seeing their shadows. We are God’s 
wonderful creations, fearfully and wonderfully 
made.

SKIT
Person A can be an adult or teen volunteer. Person B can be a puppet or a volunteer that is okay with being a little silly. Use given names.

Person A: Hi, [Person B]! Did you see the craft I made 
today? I’m so excited about it! I can’t wait to show my 
sister.

Person B: Hi, [Person A]! Cool craft! Can I see it?

Person A: Sure . . . see?

Person B: I mean, can I hold it? 

Person A: Well, be careful . . . (Hands the craft over.)

Person B: Wow! This is really great! I—oh no! (Trips and 
falls. The craft is mangled and broken.) 

Person A: Oh no!! I told you to be careful! I can’t believe 
my creation is broken! Ugh. Maybe this is how God felt. 

Person B: What do you mean? 

Person A: God made everything perfect. But Adam and Eve 
broke it. Their sin means our world isn’t how God made it.  

Person B: That’s super sad. Did God get really mad?

Person A: Yes. God hates sin. But God loves us. 

Person B: Can God fix it?

Person A: Yes! Jesus, our Savior, was born, died, and rose 
again. Some day, He’ll come back and make everything per-
fect! In Jesus, we have new life and a new start!

Person B: Hooray for Jesus! He can make all things new. In 
faith, He makes us new too! 
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TAKE IT HOME
SAY
You are certainly wonderfully made! God made an 
amazing world. Our world is broken because of sin, but 
Jesus loves us and rescued us from sin by dying and 
rising. Someday, He’ll come back to make all things 
new! We’re going to learn lots more about God’s plan 
for us in the lessons to come!

PRAY
Loving heavenly Father, thank You for making every-
thing—and for making us! We are sorry for sinning and 
thinking we know better than You. Thank You for Your 
Son, Jesus, who is our Savior from sin and death. In His 
name we pray. Amen.

 ☐ SILHOUETTES
Hang up a light-colored bed sheet from the ceiling or 
over a door frame. Shine a bright light from behind 
the sheet. If necessary, dim the overhead lights. Ask 
two or three volunteers to get behind the sheet while 
everyone else closes their eyes. Then, ask kids to guess 
which silhouette belongs to which kid. Ask the volun-
teers to move and dance! Say, God made every single 
one of us, and we are unique! God loves that we are 
different. He made us that way! 

 ☐ TEND THE GARDEN
Ask church leadership if there is a patch of land that 
could become a wildflower garden, or donate a large 
pot for an entryway. Work as a group to dig, spread 
wildflower seeds, and cover with potting soil and 
water. Say, God told Adam and Eve to take care of 
the garden. We can still take care of God’s creation! 
Let’s come back each week to see how our flowers 
are doing.

 ☐ GOD MADE ME
Give each kid a paper plate, craft stick, crayons, stick-
ers, and decorating supplies (e.g., yarn, googly eyes, 
pipe cleaners). Let them decorate a plate to look like 
themselves. They can match the color of their eyes, add 
yarn for hair, and so on. Help kids write their names on 
the craft sticks and attach them to their plates. 
Say, God made the first people, and God made you 
too. You are special, unique, and loved!

 ☐ I-SPY HIKE
If possible, take a walk outside! Whoever the leader 
is can start the I-Spy game, pausing if needed to keep 
the object in view. Whoever guesses correctly gets to 
be the next leader and think of an object. “I spy some-
thing . . . blue!” And everyone can continue guessing. 
Especially when objects are of creation, talk about how 
God made them. Our God made a wonderful world!  

 ☐ I LIKE YOU
Fold construction paper into cards, and write the name 
of one kid on the front of each card. Let everyone take 
turns drawing pictures, writing “I like you,” “Jesus 
loves you,” “You are kind,” and similar comments on 
each card. Let each kid go home with their affirming 
card! Review before handing out, adding stickers or 
decorations as needed.

 ☐ CREATION SNACK
Give kids animal and fish crackers. Say, God made the world. He made people in a special way. He loved them 
and put them in charge of His creation. It was Adam’s job to care for the animals and name them. God wants 
us to take care of His creation too. Talk about ways to do this. 

 ☐ BIG QUESTIONS, BIG PROMISES
Some of your older kids may be wondering about some 
big questions. For example: Why do bad things happen? 
We have a loving God who made all things good. But 
we sinned, and the world is broken. It doesn’t always 
work right. Things go wrong, and it doesn’t make any 
sense. But Jesus gives us big promises: He loves us. He 
is always with us. He died for our sins. He is coming 
back someday to make everything new. Even though 
our world is broken, it will be remade one day!

EXTENDERS
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life. Look carefully for necessary supplies! 
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COLORING PAGE
Adam and Eve sinned, and our world needs a Savior. Color in this important true story in the Bible. Do you see the fruit? Do you see the snake?

11Color & Wonder © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Reproduced by permission.

count, Search, & color

Count the fruit. Find the snake. Look at the sad faces. 
One day, Adam and Eve sinned. They disobeyed God. 
I wonder . . . do you know what promise God gave them? 

Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners. 

1 Timothy 1:15

Genesis 3Sin Enters the World
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ACTIVITY PAGE
There were two important trees in the garden. One gave life, and the other brought death. On one tree, write sins and sad words. On the other tree, write happy and holy 
words. God promised Adam and Eve that He would fix everything through a Savior. 
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