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This downloadable resource from Concordia Publishing House includes fully customizable 

resources for the pastor and musician, designed to lead the Christian congregation through the 

season of Lent in preparation for the Easter celebration. Concordia Publishing House also offers 

coordinated Daily Devotion booklets and standard size bulletin covers that may be used to enrich 

the worship of those congregations using this series. More information about coordinated products 

may be found at cph.org/lent. This preview document contains excerpted portions of the major 

components for Midweek of Lent 1. 

WITNESSES TO CHRIST: PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION 

Resources for Lent-Easter Preaching and Worship 

This year’s series paints a stunning portrait of Jesus through the eyes of those whose 

interactions with Jesus lead us to meditate on His Passion as recorded by St. John in his Gospel. 

Our overall theme is “Witnesses to Christ: People From His Passion.” 

John tells us he wrote his Gospel: “so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:30–31).  

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we hear the witness of those who were 

present as part of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Along the way, we’ll meet villains, such as Barabbas 

and Pontius Pilate; sinners, such as Peter (who denied Jesus three times), Mary Magdalene (who 

was possessed by seven demons), and Judas Iscariot (who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver); 

as well as others. 

This downloadable resource from Concordia Publishing House includes fully customizable 

resources for the pastor and musician, designed to lead the Christian congregation through the 

season of Lent in preparation for the Easter celebration. 

Concordia Publishing House also offers coordinated Daily Devotion booklets and standard-

size bulletin covers that may be used to enrich the worship of those congregations using this series. 

More information about coordinated products may be found at cph.org/lent. 

“Witnesses to Christ: People From His Passion—Resources for Lent–Easter Preaching and 

Worship” downloadable resource contains the following: 

Ash Wednesday 

Sermon: John the Baptist 

Children’s Message: John the Baptist 

Bible Study: The First Sign—Changing Water into Wine 
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Midweek of Lent 1 

Sermon: Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha 

Children’s Message: Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha 

Bible Study: The Second Sign—Healing the Royal Official’s Son 

Midweek of Lent 2 

Sermon: Malchus 

Children’s Message: Malchus 

Bible Study: The Third Sign—Healing the Paralyzed Man 

Midweek of Lent 3  

Sermon: Peter 

Children’s Message: Peter 

Bible Study: The Fourth Sign—Feeding the Five Thousand 

Midweek of Lent 4 

Sermon: Barabbas 

Children’s Message: Barabbas 

Bible Study: The Fifth Sign—Walking on Water 

Midweek of Lent 5 

Sermon: Pontius Pilate 

Children’s Message: Pontius Pilate 

Bible Study: The Sixth Sign—Healing the Man Born Blind 

Holy Thursday 

Sermon: Judas Iscariot 

Children’s Message: Judas Iscariot 

Good Friday 

Sermon: John, the Gospel Writer 

Children’s Message: John, the Gospel Writer 

Easter Vigil 

Sermon: Nicodemus 

Children’s Message: Nicodemus 

Easter 

Sermon: Mary Magdalene 

Children’s Message: Mary Magdalene 

Bible Study: The Seventh Sign—Raising Lazarus from the Dead 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1—SERMON 

MARY, THE SISTER OF LAZARUS AND MARTHA 

John 12:1–11 

The seven signs in John’s Gospel are as follows: changing water into wine (John 2:1–11); healing 

the royal official’s son (John 4:46–54); healing the paralytic at Bethesda (John 5:1–18); feeding 

the five thousand (John 6:5–15); walking on water (John 6:16–24); healing the man born blind 

(John 9:1–7); and raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1–44). 

Christ, who is the Word, has a powerful word that binds all seven together. (1) “His mother 

said to the servants, ‘Do whatever He tells you’ ” (John 2:5). (2) “The man believed the word that 

Jesus spoke” (John 4:50). (3) “Jesus said to him, ‘Get up, take up your bed, and walk’ ” (John 5:8). 

(4) “Jesus then took the loaves [and gave] thanks” (John 6:11). (5) “He said to them, ‘It is I; do 

not be afraid’ ” (John 6:20). (6) “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (John 9:7). (7) “[Jesus] cried out 

with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out’ ” (John 11:43). 

In John 12, we see how two people respond to this authoritative word—Mary, the sister of 

Martha and Lazarus, and Judas, the son of Iscariot. 

READINGS 

OLD TESTAMENT: PROVERBS 11:24–28 

EPISTLE: 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6–12 

GOSPEL: JOHN 12:1–11 

SERMON RESOURCES 

Augustine writes: 

Judas did not become perverted only at the time when he yielded to the bribery of the 

Jews and betrayed his Lord. For not a few, not paying attention to the Gospel itself, 

suppose that Judas perished only when he accepted money from the Jews to betray the 

Lord. It was not at that point that he perished. But he was already a thief, already lost, 

and he followed our Lord in body but not with his heart. (On the Gospel According to 

St. John, Tractate L, par. 10) 

To attend to someone’s feet was the task of the lowliest slave. Jesus teaches this in John 13. 

Mary models it in John 12. Further, in John 13:9–10, Jesus teaches that washing someone’s feet is 
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the same as washing the entire body. Mary, then, embalms Christ’s entire body for burial. Her 

actions are prophetic, pointing to the embalming in John 19:39–40. 

SERMON 

Marie Kondo has written four books on organizing, which collectively have sold over thirty million 

copies. They have been translated from Japanese into Korean, Chinese, French, German, English, 

and more. Marie Kondo’s 2011 book The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up: The Japanese Art 

of Decluttering and Organizing has been published in more than thirty countries. It was a best 

seller in Japan, Europe, and the United States. And get this: in 2015, Marie Kondo was listed as 

one of Time’s “100 most influential people” in the world. 

Marie Kondo has struck gold because she realizes that people are surrounded by so much 

complexity and clutter! You think? I like the story of the father who was teaching his three-year-

old daughter the Lord’s Prayer. She would repeat the lines after him. Finally, she decided to go 

solo. He listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer. 

“Lead us not into temptation,” she prayed, “and deliver us from email!” Yes! Deliver us from 

email! Complexity and clutter! 

Marie Kondo’s method of organizing is known as the KonMari method. It consists of gathering 

all your belongings, one category at a time, and then keeping only those things that bring sparks 

of joy. The word in Japanese is tokimeku. Tokimeku means “flutter, throb, palpitate”—sparks of 

joy! 

Who doesn’t need to simplify? Who doesn’t need to declutter? Who doesn’t want tokimeku—

sparks of joy? 

This Lent, we are meeting witnesses to Christ’s Passion in John’s Gospel. Today, John 

introduces us to the Marie Kondo of the Bible. And who would that be? Mary! Mary, the sister of 

Martha and Lazarus. Mary, who helps us simplify and declutter. Mary, who helps us experience 

tokimeku—sparks of joy! 

How does Mary do it? Mary replaces get with give. That’s it. Replace get with give. Pretty 

simple! Get only clutters things. Get only confuses things. Get only makes us miserable! Get ahead. 

Get back. Get even. Get more. And whatever you do—get revenge. Mary replaces get with give. 

Mary gives freely. Mary gives extravagantly. Mary gives joyfully. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_(magazine)
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Are you stuck in an emotional rut? Have you lost your zest and zeal? Do you want to be alive 

again? Do you want sparks of joy? Replace get with give. 

Here’s the context. In John 11, Lazarus dies; after four days, he stinks to high holy heaven. 

Jesus stands in front of the tomb and weeps. But then He shouts, “Lazarus, come out.” Lazarus 

comes stumbling out of his tomb—alive—with his shroud still around him like a used cocoon. 

As for the Jewish leaders? This was the last straw. By raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus 

moves from the category of “manageable nuisance” to the category of “serious threat.” “So from 

that day on they made plans to put Him to death” (John 11:53). Christ’s days are numbered! 

As we come to John 12, Jesus has a price on His head. So does Lazarus. “The chief priests 

made plans to put Lazarus to death as well because on account of him many of the Jews were going 

away and believing in Jesus” (John 12:10–11). “We must destroy Jesus. And we must destroy all 

the evidence. That means we must also destroy Lazarus!” 

That’s the context. Here’s the cost. “Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made 

from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair” (John 12:3). How 

much did the ointment cost? We’re told in John 12:5 that it’s worth a year’s income. Wow! A 

year’s income! Imagine dropping a year’s income just like that? BAM! What’s going on here? Get 

is being replaced with give. Is it ever! 

The context? Death for Jesus and death for Lazarus. The cost? Everything. The comparison? 

It’s between Mary and Judas. Mary is extravagant. Mary is excessive. Mary’s gone way over the 

top. And Judas? “. . . [Full sermon available with purchase.] 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1—BIBLE STUDY 

LEADER’S GUIDE 

THE FIRST SIGN: CHANGING WATER INTO WINE 

(JOHN 2:1–11) 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SEVEN SIGNS 

The sermons in this Lenten kit begin with John the Baptist on Ash Wednesday and on Easter 

end with Mary Magdalene. Most of the homilies come from the section of the Gospel outline below 

called “Redemption of the World,” or John 18:1–20:31. The Bible studies in this kit look at Christ’s 

seven signs that appear in the part of John titled “Revelation to Israel,” or John 1:19–12:50. What’s 

the connection? The signs prepare us for the promises linked to our Savior’s passion, death, and 

resurrection. 

OUTLINE OF JOHN’S GOSPEL 

Prologue: John 1:1–18 (Private) 

1. Revelation to Israel: John 1:19–12:50 (Public) 

2. Revelation to the Disciples: John 13:1–17:26 (Private) 

3. Redemption of the World: John 18:1–20:31 (Public) 

Epilogue: John 21:1–25 (Private) 

Christ’s seven signs take us on a journey beginning with a wedding feast in Cana and ending 

with the resurrection of Lazarus. Throughout this trip, we will see the incredible events of water 

turned into wine, a sick boy restored, a lame man brought to his feet, thousands fed, a storm 

silenced, a blind man gaining sight, and a dead man coming forth from his tomb. 

THE SEVEN SIGNS 

Changing water into wine (John 2:1–11) 

Healing the royal official’s son (John 4:46–54) 

Healing the paralyzed man (John 5:1–15) 

Feeding the five thousand (John 6:5–14) 

Walking on water (John 6:16–21) 

Healing the man born blind (John 9) 

Raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1–45) 
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Individually, each sign points to Christ’s identity—He is God incarnate. Collectively, the signs 

prove that Jesus is the Son of God who wields all power in heaven and on earth. Progressively, the 

signs move forward in intensity and end with a great crescendo—from water and wine to Christ’s 

defeat of death. 

The Greek word for sign—sémeion—in Latin is signum, which means an “identifying mark” 

(think X marks the spot”) or “proof.” From signum, we get the English words signal, insignia, and 

signature. 

John tells us why he records these signs. “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 

20:30–31). We learn several important ideas from these verses: 

• John’s account of the signs is selective; he mentions that Jesus did many other signs. 

• The seven specific signs were included so we believe—a verb appearing ninety-seven 

times in John. 

• The goal of the signs is for us to believe that Jesus is the Christ and Son of God. 

• This belief leads to life—another important idea in John’s Gospel, which is mentioned 

fifty-three times. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST SIGN 

Have you ever purchased furniture at an Ikea store? Ikea is the king of what people call “ready-

to-assemble furniture.” And that means there is—brace yourself—“some assembly required.” 

Make sure that A connects to B. Bolting C into D. Sliding E over to F. 

Life comes in pieces, doesn’t it? A million pieces that need to be put together. And A doesn’t 

always connect with B. C doesn’t always bolt onto D. And sliding E over to F is often impossible. 

M. Scott Peck famously begins his book The Road Less Traveled with these words, “Life is 

difficult.” No kidding! His premise is that the sooner we embrace this fact, the better off we will 

be. 

Conversely, if we refuse to accept that life is difficult, we’ll find ourselves frequently irritated. 

Blaming others. Feeling useless. And being unhappy most of the time. Is there a better way? You 

bet there is! Give the problem to Jesus. That’s what Mary does. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q1 Do you remember how John begins his Gospel? 

A1 “In the beginning . . . ” (John 1:1)—John starts off as though he’s writing a new creation story. And he 

is! The seven days of creation correspond to Christ’s seven signs, which illustrate the nature of God’s new 

creation—where there is beauty, healing, abundance, resurrection, and life. 

Q2 Let’s unpack the first sign Jesus performs in Cana of Galilee. See John 2:3. What is the problem? 

A2 Someone underestimated the size of the crowd or the thirst of the guests or the number of friends Jesus 

would bring. Regardless of what caused the problem, this wedding is going downhill—fast. Without wine, 

everything is going to shut down. To run out of wine at a feast would be a major social failure.  

. . .  [Full Bible Study available with purchase.] 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1—CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

LENT 1 

Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha 

Text: John 12:1–11 

How much are you willing to pay for a box of Lego building blocks? How about a new Barbie 

doll? How about a big swimming pool for your backyard? 

How much was Mary willing to pay for the perfume that she poured on Jesus’ feet? Brace 

yourself! It’s a huge amount! It was an entire year’s salary. How much is that? Thousands and 

thousands of dollars! Tens and tens of thousands of dollars. Mary gives Jesus everything. All her 

love. All her devotion. Mary poured all her perfume on Jesus’ feet. 

Why did she do that? Because of what God gave to her. “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 

3:16). 

There are some awesome words in this verse. What do you think they are? “God . . . loved . . .  

gave . . . His Son . . . eternal life.” There’s another awesome word in John 3:16. Can you guess 

what it is? “Whoever.” “Whoever” is another reason Mary gives everything. Whoever. Isn’t that a 

great word? Whoever. God gives love to whoever believes. 

You already know about the word whoever. You smell a beautiful fragrance coming from your 

kitchen . . . [Full message available with purchase.] 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1 

MARY, THE SISTER OF LAZARUS AND MARTHA 

Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha, was a witness to Christ as recorded in John’s Gospel. 

As Jesus and many others are gathered for dinner, Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with an ointment that 

was worth a year’s wages. What a generous act! Mary’s generosity is contrasted with Judas’s 

greed. Judas criticizes Mary’s generosity toward Jesus, saying that the ointment could have been 

sold and the proceeds given to the poor. But John notes something important: Judas did not say 

this because he cared about the poor. Judas kept the moneybag for the disciples and had been 

continually stealing from it. While Mary is generous toward Jesus, Judas seeks his own 

advantage. We remember Mary’s generosity and love, which point us to Jesus. 

OPENING SENTENCES LSB, p. 229 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

+ PSALMODY +

PSALM Psalm 73:23–28; antiphon: v. 1 

Truly God is good to | Israel,* 

to those who are | pure in heart. 

Nevertheless, I am continually | with You;* 

You hold my | right hand. 

You guide me with Your | counsel,* 

and afterward You will receive me to | glory. 
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Whom have I in | heaven but You?* 

And there is nothing on earth that I desire be- | sides You. 

My flesh and my | heart may fail,* 

but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for- | ever. 

For behold, those who are far from You shall | perish;* 

You put an end to everyone who is unfaithful | to You. 

But for me it is good to be | near God;* 

I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, 

that I may tell of | all Your works. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Truly God is good to | Israel,* 

to those who are | pure in heart. 

Silence for reflection 

PSALM PRAYER 

P O God, You are the strength of Your people and You know those whose hearts are pure 

and who trust in You above all things. Deliver us from the deceptions of this world and 

the lies of the enemy that we may follow You and listen to the sound of Your voice 

speaking salvation through Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SERIES HYMN “ ‘Behold! The Lamb of God,’ John Said” (See insert) 

[OR] 

HYMN “My Song Is Love Unknown” (LSB 430) 

+ READINGS + 

READING Proverbs 11:24–28 

P A reading from Proverbs, the eleventh chapter. 

 
24One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; 

another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. 
25Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, 

and one who waters will himself be watered. 
26The people curse him who holds back grain, 

but a blessing is on the head of him who sells it. 
27Whoever diligently seeks good seeks favor, 

but evil comes to him who searches for it. 
28Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, 

but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf. 
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P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

READING 2 Corinthians 9:6–12 

P A reading from Second Corinthians, the ninth chapter. 

 
6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has made up his mind, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 

you may abound in every good work. 9As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, He has given to the poor; 

His righteousness endures forever.” 
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched 

in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 

God. 12For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but 

is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

READING John 12:1–11 

P A reading from St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

 
1Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 

whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they gave a dinner for Him there. Martha 

served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with Him at the table. 3Mary therefore 

took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus 

and wiped His feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 

perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples (he who was about to betray Him), 

said, 5“Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 

poor?” 6He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, 

and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 
7Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. 8The 

poor you always have with you, but you do not always have Me.” 
9When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only 

on account of Him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10So the 

chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11because on account of him 

many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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LENT RESPONSORY LSB, p. 231 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

OFFICE HYMN “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” (LSB 423) 

[OR] 

 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (LSB 425/426) 

 

(End of traditional Midweek of Lent 1 excerpt) 
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This downloadable resource from Concordia Publishing House includes fully customizable 

resources for the pastor and musician, designed to lead the Christian congregation through the 

season of Lent in preparation for the Easter celebration. Concordia Publishing House also offers 

coordinated Daily Devotion booklets and standard size bulletin covers that may be used to enrich 

the worship of those congregations using this series. More information about coordinated 

products may be found at cph.org/lent. This preview contains excerpted portions of the creative 

service for Midweek of Lent 1. 

 

 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 1 

MARY, THE SISTER OF LAZARUS AND MARTHA 

AS WE GATHER 

Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha, was a witness to Christ as recorded in John’s Gospel. 

As Jesus and many others are gathered for dinner, Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with an ointment that 

was worth a year’s wages. What a generous act! Mary’s generosity is contrasted with Judas’s 

greed. Judas criticizes Mary’s generosity toward Jesus, saying that the ointment could have been 

sold and the proceeds given to the poor. But John notes something important: Judas did not say 

this because he cared about the poor. Judas kept the moneybag for the disciples and had been 

continually stealing from it. While Mary is generous toward Jesus, Judas seeks his own 

advantage. We remember Mary’s generosity and love, which point us to Jesus. 

HYMN “Christ, the Life of All the Living” (LSB 420) 

[OR] 

 “Glory Be to Jesus” (LSB 433) 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P As we continue our Lenten journey, we see the contrast between Mary and Judas, 

C the contrast between generosity and greed, 

P the contrast between giving and getting, 

C the contrast between joy and jealousy. 

P Mary points us to the joys of giving. 

C Mary points us to the joys of Jesus. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P While we would like to think of ourselves as generous, joyful, and giving, we admit that 

our lives do not live up to the perfect standard God expects. Still, our heavenly Father 

invites us to return to Him, confessing our shortcomings and sins. 

C Heavenly Father, we confess that we have committed sins of greed, jealousy, and 

selfishness. We have sinned against You in thoughts, words, and actions. Have mercy 

on us, Lord. Forgive us, renew our generosity, and lead us out of greedy selfishness. 

Restore to us the joy of Your salvation. 

P Almighty God, in His generous mercy, has given His Son to die and rise for you. On 

account of Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from the grave, God has forgiven us 

all.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are generously forgiven and joyfully restored. 

PSALM Psalm 100  

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

C Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! 

P Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, 

and the sheep of His pasture. 

C Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; 

bless His name! 

P For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all 

generations. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

[OR] 

HYMN “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” (LSB 791) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Proverbs 11:24–28 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Proverbs, the eleventh chapter. 

 
24One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; 

another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. 
25Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, 

and one who waters will himself be watered. 
26The people curse him who holds back grain, 

but a blessing is on the head of him who sells it. 
27Whoever diligently seeks good seeks favor, 

but evil comes to him who searches for it. 
28Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, 

but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 9:6–12 

P The Epistle is from Second Corinthians, the ninth chapter. 

 
6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has made up his mind, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 

you may abound in every good work. 9As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, He has given to the poor; 

His righteousness endures forever.” 
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched 

in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 

God. 12For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but 

is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL John 12:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 

whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they gave a dinner for Him there. Martha 

served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with Him at the table. 3Mary therefore 

took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus 

and wiped His feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 

perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples (he who was about to betray Him), 

said, 5“Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 

poor?” 6He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, 

and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 
7Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. 8The 

poor you always have with you, but you do not always have Me.” 
9When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only 

on account of Him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10So the 

chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11because on account of him 

many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERIES HYMN “ ‘Behold! The Lamb of God,’ John Said” (See insert) 

[OR] 
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HYMN “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” (LSB 813) 

SERMON 

MAGNIFICAT LSB, p. 231 

OFFERING 

KYRIE 

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Christ, have mercy. 

P Lord, have mercy. 

 

(End of creative Midweek of Lent 1 excerpt) 
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