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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 
 [The following is appropriate for a newsletter article or other announcement of the Lenten series 
Singing with the Exiles] 
 

SINGING WITH THE EXILES 
Gathered by the waters of Babylon, Judean exiles wistfully wondered: Is God for 

real? If so, does He really care about us? What does our future hold? Will this ever 
change? God’s people had watched their world shatter into a million pieces. They were 
demoralized and disillusioned. Their disaster looked terminal. 

Do you feel this way?  Does it look as though your current problems are more than 
you can bear? Do you find yourself asking: Why did this happen? Why did God allow it?  
Is there any order in the world? Will God really deliver on what He said? 

Isaiah answers these questions in chapters 40–55 of his book. He announces that just 
when Israel’s history seemed closed and controlled by hopeless Babylonian imperial 
policy, to the shock and surprise of everyone the Lord will stir up a king named Cyrus 
and a new exodus will explode in the desert! A Servant will be wounded for our 
transgressions and crushed for our iniquities. And barren Zion will be given so many 
children that, like the old woman in the shoe, she won’t know what to do! Standing 
behind these marvelous promises is God’s almighty Word. “The grass withers, the flower 
fades, but the word of our God will stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8). The exiles are going 
home! 

 
That’s why we are “Singing with the Exiles” as they are restored to their home.  
 

This Lent, Isaiah 40–55 will shape us as we . . . 
 
Meditate upon daily devotions based upon these chapters; 
Study texts from Isaiah in Sunday morning adult Bible class; and 
Listen to the following sermons: 
 
Ash Wednesday: “God Has a Word for That” (Isaiah 41:14–16) 
Lent 1: “He Only Has Eyes for You” (Isaiah 43:1–7) 
Lent 2: “Marked” (Isaiah 44:1–5) 
Lent 3: “Breaking Down the Gates” (Isaiah 45:1–8) 
Lent 4: “Get Out!” (Isaiah 48:17–22) 
Lent 5: “One Little Word Can Fell Him” (Isaiah 49:1–6) 
Holy Thursday: “He Prepares a Table” (Isaiah 49:7–13) 
Good Friday: “All” (Isaiah 52:13–53:12) 
Easter Vigil: “Nothing” (Isaiah 54:1–8) 
Easter Sunday: “We Are Going Home” (Isaiah 55:6–13) 
 
Plan now to sing with the exiles as we learn from Isaiah to walk the Lenten way to the 

cross and to the empty tomb. God promises to turn our weeping into joy and our present 
pain into an endless Alleluia! 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1 

HE ONLY HAS EYES FOR YOU 

Isaiah 43:1–7 

THEME VERSE 

“You are valuable in My eyes.” (Isaiah 43:4a) 

THEME OF THE DAY 

“God is faithful; God will never break His covenant of blood, signed when our 
Redeemer died, sealed when He was glorified” (LSB 435:4). These priceless promises 
come from the well-known hymn “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain.” It summarizes 
the gist of Isaiah 43:1–7. Twenty-five times in these verses the prophet employs the word 
you. God says, “You are valuable in My eyes” (v. 4). 

TEXTUAL NOTES 

v. 1 Yahweh’s fiery judgment speech (Isaiah 42:18–25) is followed by His gracious 
“but now.” Up to this point in chapters 40–55, Isaiah announces that Yahweh created the 
heavenly lights (40:26), the earth’s most distant places (40:28), and the heavens (42:5). 
Isaiah 41:19–20 announces Yahweh’s new act of creation. Since bara (“create”) in 43:1 
is participial in form, Yahweh announces that His new creation is occurring now in His 
act of restoring the exiles. 

The verb yatsar (“form”) creates an inclusion in 43:1–7. It appears in verses 1b and 
7b. The admonition “do not fear” comes in verses 1c and 5a. In the middle of this chiastic 
structure is Yahweh’s deep love for His people, “Because you are precious in My eyes, 
[and] honored and I love you” (v. 4). Yahweh’s care is cosmic and universal, to be sure, 
but to emphasize His exclusive love for you, He employs twenty-five second person 
singular words and suffixes in 43:1–7. 

As cosmic Creator and Restorer, Yahweh commands His dearly loved people, “Fear 
not!” One thing the deportees might fear is Babylon’s rulers, but they are formless 
nothings (40:23). Paul asserts that in this present age, authorities also oppose themselves 
to the will of God in Christ Jesus (e.g., Ephesians 3:10; 6:12). But we need not fear. God 
has destroyed death, our last enemy (1 Corinthians 15:26). “Yahweh is my light and my 
salvation, whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1). 

The expression, “I am calling you by name,” is likened to Exodus 31:1 where 
Yahweh says, “I am calling by name Bezalel” (cf. 35:30). Other Israelites called by name 
include Samuel (1 Samuel 3:6, 10), Elijah (1 Kings 19:9, 13), Amos (7:8), and Jeremiah 
(1:11). Yahweh not only calls each star by name (Isaiah 40:26), but also has a most 
intimate love for Israel (Deuteronomy 7:7). 

v. 2 Yahweh is present with His people in times of hardship. Two examples of His 
companionship “when you pass through the waters” are the passing through the Red Sea 
(Exodus 14:21–31; Psalm 66:12) and the crossing of the Jordan River into the Promised 
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Land (Joshua 3:14–17). In light of additional references to the exodus in Isaiah 43:3, 16–
21, Yahweh’s use of water indicates that the new deliverance from Babylon will be 
similar to His victory over Egypt. The chaotic forces of Babylon will be dried up and 
rendered powerless (44:27; 50:2). 

The river and fire create a merism, indicating that the exiles will experience no 
danger. There will not be another Red Sea where Israel felt hemmed in by the Egyptian 
army. Neither will there be another Babylon coming with consuming fire. Nothing in all 
creation can separate Israel from Yahweh’s amazing love (cf. Romans 8:31–39). 

v. 3 For the first time in the Book of Isaiah, Yahweh is identified as Israel’s Savior 
(from the root yasha’). In chapters 40–55, the title appears again in 43:11; 45:15, 21; 
49:26. Second only to the Psalter, Isaiah 40–55 contains the next highest concentration of 
salvation vocabulary within the Old Testament. True to his name, Isaiah (“Yahweh, he is 
Savior”) the prophet employs the root seventy-two times (fifty-two times as a noun; 
twenty times in a verbal form). 

The preposition tachatichah (“instead of you”) appears three times in 43:4. It may 
denote substitution (e.g., Genesis 22:13) or the correspondence between a crime and its 
punishment (Exodus 21:23–24). It means exact equivalence. 

v. 4 The root yaqar (“precious”) may define stones (e.g., 1 Kings 10:11; 2 Chronicles 
9:10) and, more abstractly, wisdom (e.g., Proverbs 3:15). In the Isaian context, it entails 
the refining of precious metals or gems, like gold and silver; this idea comports with 
“passing through the fire” (Isaiah 43:2; cf. Job 23:10b). 

v. 5 In Isaiah 40–55, the verb qabats (“gather”) comes first in 40:11. Yahweh’s 
ability to bring His lost children home (cf. Luke 15:11–32) comes because He alone is 
able to work all things together for good (Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28). 

The captives need not fear. Yahweh is with them and He is a mighty warrior (Isaiah 
42:13; Exodus 15:3). But what about Babylon? The nation is just a drop in the bucket 
(Isaiah 40:15). Yahweh will defeat the enemy with the greatest of ease and gather His 
people from all over. The directions east, west, north, and south create a geographical 
merism, and as such imply the entire world (cf. 11:11–12; 27:13; 49:12; 56:8; 60:4). This 
assembling foreshadows God’s final gathering of the elect from the four corners of the 
world (Luke 13:28–29). History swallowed the Moabites, Edomites, and Canaanites, but 
because of Yahweh’s promises, nothing will ever completely destroy the Israelites. 
Speaking about His new Israel, the Church, Jesus says, “On this rock I will build My 
church and the gates of hell will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18). 

v. 6 “Children” are frequently mentioned in Isaiah 40–55 (e.g., 40:11; 45:11; 47:8–9; 
49:20, 25; 51:18, 20; 54:1, 10). The Book of Isaiah begins with Yahweh’s accusation 
against His children who, unlike the ox and ass, do not know their owner or where their 
food comes from (1:2–3). They are rebellious and so stupid they fail to recognize that 
their actions keep inciting more beatings (v. 5). These children are so corrupt that they 
are likened to Sodom and Gomorrah (v. 9). These children are the object of Yahweh’s 
merciful goodness! 

OUTLINE 

I. I Only Have Eyes for You 
A. God says as much to Judean exiles in Babylon 
B. Babylon would have never said this to the exiles 
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II. Fun House Mirrors 
A. They don’t reflect who we really are 
B. They are similar to how the world sees us 
C. Feeling worthless ourselves, we treat others as worthless 

III. We Are Valuable in God’s Eyes 
A. Value is based on ownership 
B. Value is based on what someone is willing to pay 

IV. Who Is this God that Places Such Value on Us? 
A. God’s attributes in Isaiah 40–55 
B. The LORD has eyes for you 
C. In Christ, He also has a heart, ears, and His body and blood for you 

SERMON: HE ONLY HAS EYES FOR YOU 

The song “I Only Have Eyes for You” was composed in 1934 by Harry Warren and 
Al Dubin. It has been recorded by numerous musicians, including Peggy Lee, Frank 
Sinatra, and Art Garfunkel. Rolling Stone ranks the Flamingo’s version of the song #157 
in their list of the 500 Greatest Songs of All Time. 

“I Only Have Eyes for You.” The Lord has His own version of this golden oldie: 
“you are valuable in My eyes.” The you in our text is singular, not plural. It’s you not you 
all. Singular you denotes a focus that is individual and intimate, particular and personal. 
The same specific concern for you comes in Isaiah 43:1 where God says, “I have called 
you by name, you are Mine.” His care is cosmic and universal, to be sure, but to 
emphasize the value God places on you, He employs twenty-five second person word 
forms in Isaiah 43:1–7. Over and over again it is you, you, you . . . you! “You are 
valuable in My eyes.” 

Those who first received these words were far away from home. These Israelites were 
in Babylon, and Babylon said, “You are nothing in my eyes.” Babylon was distant, aloof, 
cold, and calculating. It called Judean exiles state slaves and prisoners, cogs in their vast 
and ever-growing political machine. 

THE QUESTION OF THE DAY: Where do I find my value? 
To get at this, let me take you back to one of my favorite childhood memories. As a 

child, one of our family rituals every summer was going to Elitch Gardens in Denver, 
Colorado. The park had all kinds of rides and enough sticky cotton candy to amaze my 
little life. But what fascinated me most were all the fun house mirrors. Some mirrors 
would make me look tall and skinny. Others would make me look short and fat. And still 
others would make me look ugly and creepy. None of them reflected who I really was. 

And neither do the mirrors that surround us. Just turn on the TV, surf the net, go to a 
mall, pick up a magazine. There we see perfect people with perfect families and perfect 
marriages delighting in perfect jobs. And when these images seductively summon us, 
what do we see? We see that we don’t measure up. You name it—we don’t have it. 
Addicted to how the world sees us, we begin feeling tall and skinny, short and fat, ugly 
and creepy. If we look into these mirrors long enough, we begin to languish, lose heart, 
and feel worthless. 

And when we feel worthless, we not only discount ourselves, we begin discounting 
everybody else. You name them—we discount them: spouse, child, colleague, parent, 
boss. When we feel like nothing, we treat other people like nothing. We sell each other 
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off for cut-rate prices, slashing and burning reputations. Obsessed with what we don’t 
have, we get stuck in the game of gossip, the silent stares, and the jungle of judgment. 

Let me be as clear as possible. How you stack up in the eyes of others does not reflect 
your true value. Your value comes from the Lord, and He says, “You are valuable in My 
eyes.” It is the same you—singular, not plural. Specific, reserved, and exact. It is you! 
And you are incredibly valuable. The Hebrew word here, translated “valuable,” denotes 
significance, stature, and substance. You are prized, priceless, preferred, and precious.  

Let me explain. Value is based on ownership. A car owned by Elvis Presley is worth 
a lot more than my Mazda Protégé, which the three Lessing children have dented, 
damaged, dinged, and almost destroyed! My car’s worth is connected to the fame of its 
owner (or lack thereof); which means not a whole lot! I think we sold it for $1.95. 

So value is based on ownership? The Lord says in Isaiah 43:6–7, “Bring My sons 
from afar and My daughters from the end of the earth. All upon whom My name is 
called, and whom I created for My glory, whom I formed and whom I made.” God has 
created and claimed, fashioned and formed us. We are His sons and His daughters. 

And value is based on how much someone is willing to pay? God says in Isaiah 43:4, 
“And I will give people in exchange for you, and nations in exchange for your life.” 
When Israel passed through the Red Sea, the Lord paid for it with the life of Egyptians. 
Now Israel is about to leave their captivity through the Persian King Cyrus and God will 
pay for it with the life of Babylonians. Our God is willing to lay down people’s lives for 
us. 

But why trust the Lord to place value on us? Just who is this God anyway? Isaiah 
40:26 says that He calls every star by name. The Milky Way is 104,000 light-years across 
and contains over 100 billion stars. To count them one by one would take a person over 
3,000 years. According to the latest probings of the Hubble Space Telescope, there are 
hundreds of billions more galaxies in the universe! And this God calls each of them by 
name! This is the God who says in Isaiah 43:1, “I have redeemed you, I have called you 
by name,” and in verse 4, “You are valuable in My eyes.” 

But there is more. His Word is everlasting—Isaiah 40:8; His righteousness is 
everlasting—51:8; His love is everlasting—54:8; His covenant is everlasting—55:3. No 
wonder Isaiah 40:28 states, “He is the everlasting God.” This is the One who says, “I 
only have eyes for you.” 

Who? You. Still you, just you, always you, forever and ever . . . you! Are what? 
Valuable, cherished, of infinite worth. Where? Not in the eyes of Babylon. There we are 
nameless numbers and state-owned statistics. Where are we valuable? Not in our eyes. 
When our eyes are wide open, we see our duplicity, dishonesty, idolatry, and ongoing sin. 

So where are we valuable? God says, “In My eyes!” To quote Luther, “Although in 
supreme trials you seem nothing in your own eyes and are condemned as one cast off by 
the world, in My eyes you are glorious. Therefore you may be vile in your own eyes, in 
the eyes of the world, and even in those of your brothers (as happened to us on the part of 
our Enthusiast brothers). Fear not. In My eyes I regard you as a precious jewel.”1 

But there is more. In the baptismal flood, God claimed you as His own; and on a hill 
called Calvary, He paid for you with His Son, Jesus. This means God has more than just 
eyes for you. 
                                                
1 Martin Luther, Lectures on Isaiah: Chapters 40–66, ed. Jaroslav Pelikan, et al., Luther’s Works (St. 
Louis: Concordia, 1972), 17:88. 
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He has hands and feet for you, nailed to a cross. He has a head for you, crowned with 
thorns. He has a side for you, thrust through by a spear. 

But there is more. God has a heart for you. Jesus says, “As the Father has loved Me, 
so have I loved you” (John 15:9). God has ears for you. Jesus says, “Ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you” 
(Matthew 7:7). And God has body and blood for you. Jesus says, “Given and shed for 
you for the forgiveness of your sins” (cf. Mark 14:23). 

Isaiah testifies to this one indisputable fact. Our God loves these lyrics: “The moon 
may be high, but I can’t see a thing in the sky. I only have eyes for you.” 2 Amen. 

                                                
2 Songwriters: Dubin, Al/Warren, Harry; Lyrics © Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1 

MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL 
TEXT 
“Because you are precious in My eyes, and honored, and I love you.” (Isaiah 43:4a) 

VISUAL 
A mirror. 

SUMMARY 
When we look at ourselves, we see baptized children of God. 

MESSAGE 
(Ask the children if they know the story of Snow White.) It’s a story about a queen 

who had a magic mirror. She could ask the mirror questions, and it would provide 
answers! She would ask the question, “Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of 
them all?” And the mirror would answer, “You, my queen, are fairest of them all.” One 
day, she again asked the mirror, “Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of them 
all?” But the mirror answered back, “Queen, you are full fair, it is true; but Snow White 
is fairer than you.” Remember Snow White? She was a very pretty lady. In fact, she was 
the prettiest lady in the whole kingdom. 

What if this mirror that I have could talk? What would it say about us if we looked 
into it? (Use the mirror to describe the children’s clothes, their height, the color of their 
hair, and the like.) 

Now how would this mirror describe what we think about? (Describe how we all get 
jealous, how we want things that don’t belong to us, how we sometimes want bad things 
to happen to people.) The Bible calls this sin. 

“Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of them all?” Not me. Not you. Not 
anyone in church. What did Jesus do about this ugly situation? 

I’ll tell you what Jesus did: He allowed a man named Judas to betray Him; He 
allowed Peter to deny Him; He allowed the soldiers to spit on Him; He allowed some 
other soldiers to use nails and a hammer on His hands and legs to put Him on a cross; and 
He allowed people to make fun of Him. “Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of 
them all?” Our mirror surely wouldn’t have said Jesus . . . or would it? 

It would! Jesus’ great love on the cross is beautiful because that’s where we see His 
amazing love for us. Sometimes we even sing a hymn in church called “Beautiful 
Savior.” 

When God looks at us, He sees our sin, but He still says, “You are precious in My 
eyes.” He sees us as precious and loved and valuable and beautiful. Who is valuable in 
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God’s eyes? Look into the mirror. “Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of them 
all?” It is you, for you are a baptized child of God! 



Midweek of Lent 1: Leader 

He Only Has Eyes for You 
Isaiah 43:1–7 

Theme Verse 
“You are precious in my eyes.” (Isaiah 43:4a) 

Introduction 
Isaiah concludes chapter 42 with a scathing rebuke against Judah. The Lord sent 

plunderers (v. 24) and surrounded His people with fire (v. 25). It is remarkable that after 
Babylon destroyed Jerusalem in 587 BC, the Judahites still did not understand (v. 25). 
Yet in the span of nine verses, these same people become God’s witnesses (43:10). How 
can this be? There is no sign of Judah’s repentance or improvement. People do not seek 
grace, deserve grace, or appreciate grace once they have it. The change is in God. He is 
gracious “for [His] own sake” (48:11) and so His people are the recipients of magnificent 
grace (43:1–7). God beams over His beloved nation and calls them precious, honored, 
and loved (43:4). The testimony of the Old Testament is never about Israel’s faithfulness, 
but rather God’s. It testifies to His love, not theirs. This breathtaking mercy is articulated 
in Romans 5:8, “But God shows His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 

Questions and Answers 
(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
 
Q1. Up to this point in chapters 40–55, Isaiah announces that the Lord created the 

heavenly lights (40:26), the earth’s most distant places (40:28), and the heavens (42:5). 
Why would this comfort the exiles? 

A1. Babylon’s indoctrination included these lines from its creation epic, called the 
Enuma Elish, where Marduk is celebrated as creator and king: 

Thou, Marduk, art the most honored of the great gods, 
Thy decree is unrivaled, thy word is unrivaled, thy word is Anu. 
From this day unchangeable shall be thy pronouncement. 
To raise or bring low—these shall be in thy hand. 
Thy utterance shall be true, 
thy command shall be unimpeachable. 

Babylon wanted to make the Lord’s creative power invisible. The empire trafficked in 
assimilation and intimidation. For example, in Daniel 1:7 the empire changed the Hebrew 
names of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. What 
was the goal? Mark the Judeans with new names that will entice them into worshiping 



Marduk. Other Hebrews with Mesopotamian names include Zerubbabel (“offspring of 
Babylon”) the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah (cf. Haggai 1:1), who led the exiles 
back to Judah (cf. Ezra 2:2; Nehemiah 12:1); and Mordecai (see the Book of Esther), 
whose name is a Hebrew form of Marduk. In Daniel 3, the Babylonian King 
Nebuchadnezzar becomes enraged that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego do not 
acculturate and pledge allegiance to the state. They are thrown into the burning furnace 
and miraculously come out alive. Yet even with the Lord’s protecting care, Jeremiah 
16:13 and Ezekiel 20:39 indicate that apostasy was rampant during the Babylonian exile. 
Babylon seemed to offer so much more. Marduk was their king of creation! 

 
Q2. As the Creator and Redeemer, the Lord commands His dearly loved people, 

“Fear not” (Isaiah 43:1). God has not forgotten His covenant promises. Israel is still His 
chosen people (41:14; 44:2, 21, 24; 45:3, 4). The people need not fear (41:10, 13, 14; 
43:5; 44:1, 8). Israel belongs to the Lord, and this also means that He belongs to Israel. 
Isaiah 40–55 begins with “My people” and “your God” (40:1; cf. Exodus 6:7). The 
deportees might still fear Babylon’s rulers, but they are formless nothings (Isaiah 40:23). 
Paul asserts that in this present age, authorities also oppose themselves to the will of God 
in Christ Jesus (e.g., Ephesians 3:10; 6:12). Read 1 Corinthians 15:54–57; 2 Timothy 
1:10; Psalm 27:1; and 1 John 4:18. What do these verses say about the fearful powers that 
we face? 

A2. God has destroyed death, our last enemy (1 Corinthians 15:56), and has “brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10). “The Lord is my light 
and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1). John insists that “perfect love casts 
out fear” (1 John 4:18). 

 
Q3. The verb “to form” first appears in Genesis 2:7, “The Lord God formed the man 

of dust from the ground.” The sovereign and holy Creator is also a “hands-on” Artist who 
molds people as a potter shapes his clay. Only Isaiah couples “to form” with “to create” 
(e.g., 43:1, 7; 45:7, 18). These creation words are followed by verbs that are most closely 
related to salvation, “to redeem” and “to call.” Why are the actions of both creation and 
redemption necessary for the exiles to be rescued from Babylon? 

A3. In the Pentateuch, the doctrine of creation (Genesis 1–2) is separate from the 
doctrine of redemption (the Book of Exodus). Although Isaiah 40–55 distinguishes 
between these two articles of faith, he does not separate them. Both actions of the Lord 
are necessary to bring about a new creation, and both come together in the God-man, 
Jesus Christ, who is the Creator and Redeemer. Paul writes, “For by Him [Christ] all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him . . . 
For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile to 
Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His 



cross” (Colossians 1:16, 19–20). As the only Creator, the Lord alone has all of the powers 
of the universe at His disposal to save His people and bring them into the new creation. 

 
Q4. The theme of Israel belonging to the Lord harkens back to the phrases “personal 

property” or “treasured possession” (e.g., Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 7:6). God not only 
calls each star by name (Isaiah 40:26), but He also has a most intimate love for Israel (see 
Deuteronomy 7:7). What does it mean to belong to the Lord? 

A4. Answers will vary, but see 1 Corinthians 6:19–20. 
 
Q5. At the time of the Babylonian exile, Israel experienced fire, literally (2 Kings  

25:9) as well as judgmentally, for fire is often indicative of God’s anger (“lest My wrath 
go forth like fire,” Jeremiah 4:4; cf. e.g., Nahum 1:6; Lamentations 2:4; Ezekiel 36:5). 
The Lord is described as a “consuming fire” (Deuteronomy 4:24; 9:3; Hebrews 12:29). In 
His role as the Divine Warrior (Exodus 15:3), God is the Firefighter par excellence. The 
example of walking through fire unscathed (Isaiah 43:2) is unknown from Isaiah’s time, 
though the definitive examples are Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3:19–25). 
What does God accomplish in our lives when we pass through the fire of judgment and 
affliction? 

A5. See Romans 5:3–5; James 1:2–4; 1 Peter 1:6–7. 
 
Q6. In the exodus, Egyptians died so that Israel could live. Deliverance from Babylon 

would be similar. While the imagery of giving Egyptians, Cushites, and Sebaites in 
exchange for Israel may suggest a prisoner exchange (Isaiah 43:3), it seems better to 
understand that Babylon must die for Israel to live (cf. ch. 47). According to 
2 Corinthians 5:21, who was given in exchange for us? 

A6. Christ Jesus was given for us, in what Martin Luther called “the great exchange.”  
We give Christ our sin and he reckons us as righteous. At His Baptism, our Savior 
commands John to baptize Him “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). This 
signifies His death (cf. Luke 12:50), an act that makes many righteous (cf. Isaiah 53:11). 
For God, no price is too high for those He loves. 

 
Q7. In Isaiah 43:4, God announces His love for the exiles. He loves them with an 

everlasting love (cf. Jeremiah 31:3). In Deuteronomy 7:7, the Lord employs the same 
verb “to love” to denote His affection for His people, while in Genesis 34:8 this verb 
describes Shechem’s love for Dinah. God’s love is both covenantal and emotional. A tiny 
and insignificant group of uprooted people in Babylon is assured that they are the people 
to whom God has turned in love. And think who says this—the Lord of all powers and 
authorities, of the whole of history and of all creation! What else does the Bible say about 
God’s love? 

A7. Answers will vary, but see 1 John 4:9–21. 



 
Q8. The verb “to gather” in Isaiah 43:5 also depicts God’s assembling of the exiles in 

40:11; 49:18; 54:7. This gathering of scattered Israelites is promised in other prophetic 
texts (e.g., Jeremiah 23:3; 31:8; Ezekiel 11:17; Micah 2:12; 4:6; Zechariah 10:8–12). See 
Luke 15:11–32; Genesis 50:20; and Romans 8:28. What do they teach us about God’s 
gracious gathering? 

A8. God’s ability to bring His lost children home (cf. Luke 15:11–32) comes because 
He alone is able to work all things together for good (Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28). 

 
Q9. “My sons and My daughters” in Isaiah 43:5–6 are the focus of the Lord’s 

gathering action. God is committed to bringing back His children. This is the only place 
in the Old Testament where the Lord calls Israelite women “My daughters.” Jesus 
directly calls someone “daughter” in Mark 5:34 and Luke 8:48 (cf. Acts 2:17; 
2 Corinthians 6:8), and little children were an object of Christ’s compassion (cf. Matthew 
11:25; 19:13–14; Mark 9:37; Luke 10:21). What does the rest of Isaiah 40–55 say about 
children? See Isaiah 1; 40:11; 45:11; 47:8–9; 49:20, 25; 51:18, 20; 54:1, 10. 

A9. The Book of Isaiah is very concerned for children. It begins with the Lord’s 
accusation against His children who, unlike the ox and ass, do not know their owner or 
where their food comes from (1:2–3). They are rebellious and so stupid they fail to 
recognize that their actions keep inciting more beatings (v. 5). These children are so 
corrupt that they are likened to Sodom and Gomorrah (v. 9). These children are the object 
of the Lord’s merciful goodness throughout chapters 40–55! 

Conclusion 
Isaiah is not the only prophet that employs exodus terminology and theology, but he 

alone elevates it to its highest point in the Old Testament. The exodus was not a one-time 
event; it became a pattern for God’s future acts of deliverance. And His power over the 
desert during the time of Moses—when manna, quail, and water nourished Israel—is 
repeatable. To announce that the same saving might is active in their exilic pain, Isaiah 
uses familiar exodus and conquest motifs. Isaiah 43:1 mentions redemption, an idea that 
first appears in the Bible in Exodus 6:6; 15:13. God most certainly was with Israel as they 
passed through the waters of the Red Sea (Isaiah 43:2; Exodus 14). And, just as He 
defeated Egypt (Isaiah 43:3), He will gain the victory over Babylon. The Lord’s goal is 
singular: gather His people close to Himself forever. 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1 

VESPERS 

HE ONLY HAS EYES FOR YOU 

“God is faithful; God will never Break His covenant of blood, Signed when our 
Redeemer died, Sealed when He was glorified” (LSB 435:4). These priceless 
promises come from the well-known hymn “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain.” It 
summarizes the gist of Isaiah 43:1–7. Twenty-five times in these verses the prophet 
employs the word “you.” You are redeemed. You belong to God. You are honored. 
You are valuable. God loves you! Judean exiles were prisoners and cogs in 
Babylon’s vast and ever-growing political machine. But the empire will never have 
the last word! On a hill called Calvary, Jesus paid the price for us. We belong to 
Him!  So why wait? “Come to Calvary’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall; 
Here a pure and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all” (LSB 435:1). 
 

Stand 
 

L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

 
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
 

+ PSALMODY + 
 

PSALM  Psalm 34:7–15 (Tone B) 
7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear him,* 

and de- | livers them. 
8Oh, taste and see that the | LORD is good!* 

Blessèd is the man who takes ref- | uge in him! 
9Oh, fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

for those who fear him | have no lack! 
10The young lions suffer want and | hunger;* 

but those who seek the Lord lack | no good thing. 
11Come, O children, lis- | ten to me;* 

I will teach you the fear | of the LORD. 
12What man is there who de- | sires life* 

and loves many days, that he may | see good? 
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13Keep your tongue from | evil* 
and your lips from speak- | ing deceit. 

14Turn away from evil | and do good;* 
seek peace and pur- | sue it. 

15The eyes of the LORD are toward the | righteous* 
and his ears | toward their cry. 
 

Sit 
 

OFFICE HYMN “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” (LSB 531) 
 

+ READINGS + 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 43:1–7 
1But now thus says the LORD, 
He who created you, O Jacob, 

He who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are Mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the LORD your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4Because you are precious in My eyes, 

and honored, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, 

peoples in exchange for your life. 
5Fear not, for I am with you; 

I will bring your offspring from the east, 
and from the west I will gather you. 

6I will say to the north, Give up, 
and to the south, Do not withhold; 

bring My sons from afar 
and My daughters from the end of the earth, 

7everyone who is called by My name, 
whom I created for My glory, 
whom I formed and made.” 
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SERIES HYMN “Sing We Exiles” (© 2014 Kelly Klages) 

 Tune: Ach, Was Soll Ich Sunder Machen (LSB 559) 
Sing we exiles in our sadness, 
Though we wander dispossessed; 
Sing for hope of future rest. 
Jesus is our Way, our gladness, 
Straight’ning crooked paths we roam, 
Leading to our Father’s home. 
 
When our worth we poorly measure, 
Guard us from the devil’s lies; 
Worth is in our Savior’s eyes. 
Not with gold or earthly treasure, 
But with blood, His sacrifice 
Paid for us the greatest price. 
 
Sing we exiles in our yearning 
To be healed from ev’ry wrong; 
Sing the distant triumph song. 
Father, guide us in returning 
With repentance to Your will, 
Lead us ever homeward still. 
 

EPISTLE  Romans 8:31–39 
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

32He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also 
with Him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 15:8–10 

8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp 
and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, 
she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
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the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.” 

 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSORY 

 
LENT  LSB, p. 231 

L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
L In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 

 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Mirror, Mirror on the Wall” 
 

SERMON “He Only Has Eyes for You” 
 

+ CANTICLE + 
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Stand 
 

ANTIPHON  LSB, p. 231 

L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 
MAGNIFICAT  LSB, p. 231 

C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
! for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
@ For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
! For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
@ and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 
! He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. 
@ He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 
! He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 
@ He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our fathers, 

to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
 

+ PRAYER + 
Kneel/Stand 

 
KYRIE  LSB, p. 233 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  LSB, p. 233 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECTS 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P O Almighty God, our Redeemer, be with us when we pass through the waters and walk 
through fire, that we may be brought to the place of Your ultimate goodness and eternal 
gifts; for You are one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LITANY 

L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ,  
C have mercy. 
L O Lord,  
C have mercy.  
L O Christ,  
C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
L When we pass through the waters, 
C help us, good Lord. 
L When we pass through rivers, 
C help us, good Lord. 
L When we walk through fire, 
C help us, good Lord. 
L To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 

and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
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L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ,  
C have mercy. 
L O Lord,  
C have mercy. Amen. 

 
COLLECT 

O God, our Shepherd and Redeemer, rescue us from all threats to body and soul, property 
and honor, that we may praise Your glory. Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

BENEDICAMUS  LSB, p. 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION  LSB, p. 234 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN “Just as I Am, without One Plea” (LSB 570) 
Acknowledgments 
Vespers from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1 

HE ONLY HAS EYES FOR YOU 

“God is faithful; God will never Break His covenant of blood, Signed when 
our Redeemer died, Sealed when he was glorified” (LSB 435:4). These 
priceless promises come from the well-known hymn “Come to Calvary’s 
Holy Mountain.” It summarizes the gist of Isaiah 43:1–7. Twenty-five times 
in these verses the prophet employs the word “you.” You are redeemed. You 
belong to God. You are honored. You are valuable. God loves you! Judean 
exiles were prisoners and cogs in Babylon’s vast and ever-growing political 
machine. But the empire will never have the last word! On a hill called 
Calvary, Jesus paid the price for us. We belong to Him!  So why wait? 
“Come to Calvary’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall; Here a pure 
and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all” (LSB 435:1). 
 

This Lent, our Call to Worship/Confession and Absolution is drawn from the Seven 
Penitential Psalms, so named by Cassiodorus (c. AD 485–c. AD 585) in the sixth century 
AD. For centuries, Psalms 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, and 143 have served as a source of 
prayer and reflection during Lent. Their honest confessions invite us to turn to our Lord 
with the same candor and humility. 

 
INVOCATION 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (LSB 700:1–3) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 32 

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
C Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose 

spirit there is no deceit. 
P For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
C For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up 

as in the heat of summer. 
A I acknowledged my sin to You, and did not cover my iniquity. I said, “I will 

confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and You forgave the iniquity of my 
sin. 

P God forgives the guilt of your sin. It is my duty and delight to announce to you the 
full forgiveness of all your sins because of the shed blood of Christ and His empty 
tomb. He was delivered over for our sins and raised again for our justification. 
These promises are yours in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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C O God, You are my hiding place; You will protect me from trouble and 
surround me with songs of deliverance.  

P Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one 
who trusts in Him. 

A Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright 
in heart! 
 

RESPONSE “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (LSB 700:4) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O God of mercy and might, although You have an entire universe to 

govern and uphold, You still call us by name and give us infinite value. Grant us 
Your Holy Spirit so that we may all the more have the faith to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth of Your love for us 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Mirror, Mirror on the Wall” 
 

Today’s Scripture lessons have as their theme “Our Value in God’s Eyes” 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 43:1–7 
1But now thus says the LORD, 
He who created you, O Jacob, 

He who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are Mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the LORD your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4Because you are precious in My eyes, 

and honored, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, 

peoples in exchange for your life. 
5Fear not, for I am with you; 

I will bring your offspring from the east, 
and from the west I will gather you. 
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6I will say to the north, Give up, 
and to the south, Do not withhold; 

bring My sons from afar 
and My daughters from the end of the earth, 

7everyone who is called by My name, 
whom I created for My glory, 
whom I formed and made.” 
 

SERIES HYMN “Sing We Exiles” (© 2014 Kelly Klages) 

 Tune: Ach, Was Soll Ich Sunder Machen (LSB 559) 
Sing we exiles in our sadness, 
Though we wander dispossessed; 
Sing for hope of future rest. 
Jesus is our Way, our gladness, 
Straight’ning crooked paths we roam, 
Leading to our Father’s home. 
 
When our worth we poorly measure, 
Guard us from the devil’s lies; 
Worth is in our Savior’s eyes. 
Not with gold or earthly treasure, 
But with blood, His sacrifice 
Paid for us the greatest price. 
 
Sing we exiles in our yearning 
To be healed from ev’ry wrong; 
Sing the distant triumph song. 
Father, guide us in returning 
With repentance to Your will, 
Lead us ever homeward still. 
 

EPISTLE Hebrews 2:10–18 
10For it was fitting that He, for whom and by whom all things exist, in 

bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect 
through suffering. 11For He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have 
one source. That is why He is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12saying, 

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
13And again, 

“I will put my trust in Him.” 
And again, 

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death He might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who through fear of 



Service: Midweek of Lent 1  Singing with the Exiles 

© 2014 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture Readings: ESV®.  4 

death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that He helps, 
but He helps the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore He had to be made like His 
brothers in every respect, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For 
because He Himself has suffered when tempted, He is able to help those who are 
being tempted. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:25–34 

25“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And which of you by being 
anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious 
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of 
little faith? 31Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But seek first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. 

34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious 
for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 

 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 
and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

SERMON “He Only Has Eyes for You” 
 

SERMON HYMN “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” (LSB 435) 
 

OFFERINGS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P Father of mercy and God of all comfort, we thank and praise You that in Holy 

Baptism You claim us as Your own. We rejoice that You say, 
C “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are Mine” 

(Isaiah 43:1). 
P You look upon our frailties and faults, yet still say, 
C “You are precious in My eyes, and honored, and I love you” (Isaiah 43:4). 
P You not only have eyes for us, Your heart is also full of eternal love for us. Our 

Savior has said, 
C “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you” (John 15:9). 
P What is more, gracious God, You have ears for us, because Christ our Lord 

promises, 
C “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). 
P And in the Holy Supper You give us the true body and blood of Christ, for His 

words of institution are sure and certain. 
C “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of your sins” (Matthew 26:28). 

 

+ CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS + 
 

P Hear us, loving Father, as we pray the family prayer, “Our Father . . . ” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  LSB 233 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION  LSB 234 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” (LSB 422) 

 
Silent Prayer: Dear Father, the slaughtered Lamb, the empty tomb, and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit testify to this one indisputable fact—we are valuable in Your eyes! In Christ’s 
name we pray. Amen. 
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SERMON NOTES “He Only Has Eyes for You” 
 

“You are valuable in My eyes.” (Isaiah 43:4) 
 

To emphasize the value God places on you, He employs ____________________ second 
person singular word forms in Isaiah 43:1–7. 

 

THE QUESTIONS FOR THE DAY: 

WHERE DO I FIND MY ______________? 
 

When we feel worthless, we not only discount ________________, we begin discounting 
_________________. 

 
Value is based on _________________. 

 
“Bring My sons from afar and My daughters from the end of the earth. All upon whom 
My name is called, and whom I created for My glory, whom I formed and whom I made” 
(Isaiah 43:6–7). 

 
Value is based on how much someone is willing ________________. 

 
“And I will give people in exchange for you, and nations in exchange for your life” 
(Isaiah 43:4). 

 
“Although in supreme trials you seem nothing in your own eyes and are condemned as 
one cast off by the world, in My eyes you are glorious. Therefore you may be vile in your 
own eyes, in the eyes of the world, and even in those of your brothers (as happened to us 
on the part of our Enthusiast brothers). Fear not. In My eyes I regard you as a precious 
jewel.”1 

 
For next week read Isaiah 44:1–5 and answer these questions: 

 
1. “Jeshurun” appears in Isaiah 44:2. The name is linked with the verb “to be straight, 

upright.” “Jacob,” on the other hand, means “crooked.” What does this tell you 
about the exiles in Babylon? What does this tell you about your life? 

2. The Holy Spirit is likened to water poured on dry ground (Isaiah 44:3). How does 
this apply to you today? 

3. Isaiah envisions believers writing on their hands “Belonging to the LORD” (Isaiah 
44:5). What did this mean for Israelites in Babylon? What does it mean for you? 

                                                        
1 Martin Luther, Lectures on Isaiah: Chapters 40–66, ed. Jaroslav Pelikan, et al., Luther’s Works (St. 
Louis: Concordia, 1972), 17:88. 
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