
Introduction  The Crucified King 

© 2013 Concordia Publishing House.  1 

 
Resources for Lent—Easter Preaching and Worship 

RALPH G. TAUSZ 
 

Additional Worship Resources 

LARRY A. PETERS 



Introduction  The Crucified King 

© 2013 Concordia Publishing House.  2 

FEATURES 
This CD from Concordia Publishing House includes fully customizable resources for the 
pastor and musician, designed to lead the Christian congregation through the season of 
Lent in preparation for the Easter celebration.  
 
[The following is appropriate for a newsletter article or other announcement of the Lenten series 
The Crucified King!] 
 

THE CRUCIFIED KING 
When it comes to exalted nicknames, some kings hit the jackpot. Who wouldn’t want 

to be remembered with a glorious name similar to “Alexander the Great” or “William the 
Conqueror” or “Richard the Lion-heart?” “Wise King Solomon” and “Good King 
Hezekiah” are two biblical examples that are not too shabby as well. 

 
In the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the evangelist paints with words the portrait 

of a royal figure—our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings. But Jesus is not presented in 
a way most kings would want to be remembered. He is not presented as “Jesus the Great” 
or “Jesus the Mighty.” Instead, St. Matthew presents to us a lowly king who is rejected 
and betrayed. A king who is denied and condemned. A king who is mocked, forsaken, 
crucified and buried. If you had to give him a king’s nickname based on St. Matthew’s 
portrayal of Him in the Gospel, The Crucified King would certainly be appropriate. 

 
That’s good to hear because that’s exactly the kind of king we need him to be. Ever 

since the fall, we might all might be described as “Wannabe kings.” We’ve rebelled 
against this King, putting ourselves first and God last. We have this king-sized inclination 
to be served rather than to serve. Our greatest need is not for a king whose glory is shown 
in His impressive power or strength, but chiefly in showing mercy to sinners. And that’s 
exactly the kind of king St. Matthew presents. 

 
The theme for this Lenten series derives from one of the ideas dominant in St. 

Matthew’s Gospel—that Jesus is the King. Lent is a penitential season where God’s 
baptized people celebrate their Baptism through repentance and faith in this King. It is a 
season where we prepare with joy for the Paschal Feast (Easter) that celebrates this King 
being raised from the dead for our justification. Jesus is God’s greatness in the flesh, the 
ultimate conqueror, who is truly God’s Lion-hearted One. Yet He is willing to be a king 
despised and dishonored, that we might be considered great in God’s Kingdom. He 
desired that we be eternally crowned with glory, so His head was pierced with sharp 
thorns. He was willing to be devoured by jaws of eternal death and rise again, so that you 
might joyfully eat His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation and 
be glorified with this King’s own majestic glory. 

 
In the beginning of the Gospel, the Magi came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is He 

who has been born king of the Jews?” They asked because it wasn’t obvious. He was 
where human reason would never expect Him—in a humble home, in a humble town, 
served by His humble mother. Toward the end of the Gospel, Pilate also must ask Jesus, 
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“Are you the King of the Jews?” He asks because it wasn’t obvious. But so that we don’t 
miss Him and all His benefits, St. Matthew identifies our merciful King of kings and 
Lord of lords, who goes where human reason would never expect a king to go—high and 
lifted up on a cross, bearing away the sin of the world, so that He could triumph over it in 
the resurrection. All so that you might be baptized and received the exalted title of “Sons 
of God.” 
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THE CRUCIFIED KING: SERIES INTRODUCTION 
In the beginning of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Magi come to Jerusalem 

asking, “Where is He born king of the Jews?” They ask because it wasn’t obvious. The 
true King of the Jews did not have the reputation of a David or the splendor of a 
Solomon. So God helped them. He saw to it that His Word was proclaimed to them, and 
saw to it that they had a star to guide them to Bethlehem. And there He was—the King of 
kings where human reason would never expect Him—in a humble home, in a humble 
town, served by His humble mother. 

 
It wasn’t easy finding God’s King at the beginning of His earthly life, but it would be 

even more difficult at the end of His earthly life. Who would ever expect God’s King to 
be betrayed, denied, accused, mocked, and crucified? Who would ever look for the King 
on the throne of a cross on a hill of disgrace? Who would ever look for God’s glory in a 
Crucified King? 

 
“Where is the King of the Jews?” So that we don’t miss Him, and miss all His 

benefits, the Passion according to Saint Matthew makes clear the identity of this King 
and what He has come to do. He presents to us Jesus, the King of Glory, whose splendor 
is shown in His mercy and self-giving love for sinners. “Where is the King of the Jews?” 
Where man would never expect Him to be—on the cross bearing away our sins, and 
rising victorious over them in the resurrection. 

 
 

This CD contains: 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Sermon  
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 “The King’s Wisdom” 

Bible Study 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 “The King’s Wisdom” 

Children’s Message 
Matthew 5:1  “The Most Glorious Throne of All” 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 1 
Sermon 

Matthew 26:47–56 “The King Betrayed” 
Bible Study 

Matthew 26:47–56 “The King Betrayed” 
Children’s Sermon 

Matthew 26:48–49 “Jesus Is Our Best and Truest Friend” 
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MIDWEEK OF LENT 2 
Sermon 

Matthew 26:69–75 “The King Denied” 
Bible Study 

Matthew 26:69–75 “The King Denied” 
Children’s Message 

Matthew 26:74–75 “Two Kings that Helped Peter” 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 3 
Sermon 

Matthew 27:11–26 “The King Condemned” 
Bible Study 

Matthew 27:11–26 “The King Condemned” 
Children’s Message 

Matthew 27:13–14 “The Quiet King” 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 4 
Sermon 

Matthew 27:27–31 “The King Mocked” 
Bible Study 

Matthew 27:27–31 “The King Mocked” 
Children’s Message 

Matthew 28:29–30 “Arms Stretched Out in Victory” 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 5 
Sermon 

Matthew 27:35–44 “The King on the Cross” 
Bible Study 

Matthew 27:35–44 “The King on the Cross” 
Children’s Message 

Matthew 27:38–38 “A Beautiful Scene” 

HOLY THURSDAY 
Sermon 

Matthew 26:17–30 “The King’s Feast” 
Children’s Message  

Matthew 26:27–28 “The King’s Cup” 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Sermon 

Matthew 27:45–50 “The King Forsaken” 
Children’s Message  

Matthew 27:45–46 “A Strange but Wonderful Darkness” 
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EASTER VIGIL 
Sermon 

Mark 16:1–8  “The King’s Empty Tomb” 
Children’s Message 

Mark 16:2–3  “Why Everything Is White Tonight” 

EASTER 
Sermon 

Matthew 28:1–30  “The King Raised” 
Bible Study 

Matthew 28:1–30  “The King Raised” 
Children’s Message 

Matthew 28:2  “The Angel that Sat” 
 

WORSHIP RESOURCES 
In addition to the ‘traditional’ worship services for Lent and Easter using Divine Service 
and Vespers from Lutheran Service Book, we have also provided a second full set of 
worship services. This second set of worship services are generally more ‘contemporary’ 
in their setting, are less demanding musically, and have both the congregation and pastor 
speaking their parts of the service. The ‘traditional’ worship resources are found in the 
files marked “wor01,” and the ‘contemporary’ worship resources are found in the files 
marked “wor02.” Certainly those planning the worship can choose freely between the 
resources offered in both services as fits local custom and needs. 

 
Additional resources for worship, especially worship during Holy Week, are located 

in the Additional Resources folder noted below. 
 

“TRADITIONAL” WORSHIP (WOR01 FILES)  
Ash Wednesday Service 
Midweek of Lent 1 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 2 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 3 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 4 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 5 Vespers Service 
Holy Thursday Divine Service 
Good Friday Chief Service 
Easter Vigil Service 
Easter Sunday Divine Service 

“CONTEMPORARY” WORSHIP (WOR02 FILES)  
Ash Wednesday Service 
Midweek of Lent 1 Service 
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Midweek of Lent 2 Service 
Midweek of Lent 3 Service 
Midweek of Lent 4 Service 
Midweek of Lent 5 Service 
Holy Thursday Service 
Good Friday Service 
Easter Vigil Service 
Easter Sunday Service 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Throughout this series the Holy Gospel follows the The Passion according to St. 

Matthew in a sequential manner, while the week Old Testament and Epistle lessons are 
thematically paired with the Gospel text. Often for Ash Wednesday, Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Easter one or more of the lessons follow those appointed for their 
respective service, and are suggested.  

A series hymn, “Christ the King,” is used as the closing hymn Ash Wednesday 
through Easter. This original text is sung to the tune O WALY WALY (LSB 595). The 
series hymn has a common first and second stanzas with third and fourth stanzas 
appropriate to the individual service, based upon the homiletic theme for the day. 

The midweek services are presented as a service of prayer and preaching, fashioned 
these in the form of the suffrages or responsive prayer. There are changes but a repeated 
litany keeps the focus upon the thematic element of the series. If a brief confession is 
desired, the Confession of Compline is appropriate for the midweek evening setting. This 
text is concluded under Addtl Resources 

For congregations that are looking for Holy Saturday worship options instead of, or in 
addition to, the Easter Vigil, three options are provided in the Addtl Resources file, along 
with propers for use during the weekdays (Monday through Wednesday) of Holy Week. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
• Logos for bulletin and newsletter use 
• Holy Week outlines and resources for prayer offices and Divine Service 
• Holy Saturday resources for congregations that may not yet hold the Easter Vigil 
• Congregational Reading of The Passion of Our Lord According to the Gospel of 

St. Matthew 
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SERMON EXCERPT 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

THE KING’S WISDOM 
TEXT 

Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen 
by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
Thus when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, 
I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may 
be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. And when you 
pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say 
to you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room 
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 
that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. 
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21) 

OVERVIEW 

Wise King Solomon had a golden throne that would have impressed you. Jesus was 
God’s Wisdom in the flesh who went to the throne of an ugly cross to save you. 

LITURGICAL CONTEXT 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. The Gospel for Ash Wednesday always 
takes us to the mountainside, where Jesus instructs His disciples about the way of faith 
versus the way of unbelief. The way of faith is content with the Father’s reward, while 
the way of unbelief can never trust God for the ultimate reward and therefore settles for 
the “reward” of the approval and praise of men. This coming Sunday is the First Sunday 
in Lent, and both the 1-year and the 3-year series will have for the Gospel reading, Jesus’ 
Temptation in the Wilderness (Matthew 4:1–11) 

TEXTUAL NOTES 
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v. 1 Προσεχετε  “Beware.” The Ash Wednesday Gospel begins with our King 
warning against practicing one’s piety before others in order to be seen by them. Jesus 
illustrates the way of faith by using examples from the familiar Judaic triad of 
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. The disciple of Christ is never posing for the religious 
cameras. He is content with the reward of the Father, who sees his piety in secret. 

v. 1 µισθον , “reward.” This word appears four times in this section of the Sermon 
on the Mount. Jesus is going to be contrasting the way of the hypocrite, and the way of 
the faithful disciple. The hypocrite has a divided heart; he is not able to trust God the 
Father for his reward, so he seeks his reward in the approval and applause of men. 
Meanwhile, the faithful disciple is content that his Father sees his piety in secret and 
doesn’t need to put his piety on display. 

v. 1 πατρι  υµων , “your Father.” This phrase occurs no less than nine times in 
Matthew 6:1–18. It is the Father who sees in secret and rewards His children, therefore 
the disciple need not strain for reward or for the applause of men. “The whole conception 
of reward which Jesus uses so freely in this section is dominated by the twin ideas of the 
Fatherhood of God and the pure heart of the child. Jesus here speaks of reward only in 
connection with God the Father.”1  

v. 2 υποκριται , “hypocrites.” This is the Greek word for “actor.” That is what 
Jesus called the Pharisees. The word appears three times in the Ash Wednesday Gospel. 
“Christ mentions no names, but with one word characterizes those that make a show of 
their charity. Hypocrites they are, actors; they are acting for effect, there is nothing real 
and sound about the righteousness they affect.”2 We are all hypocrites by nature. 

v. 4 κρυπτω , “secret.” This word also appears multiple times in the Ash 
Wednesday Gospel. Deeds are to be done in secret, for a Father who sees in secret. 

v. 16 Οταν  δε  νηστευητε , “when you fast.” Notice that Jesus expects that 
fasting is part of the disciples’ piety. However, a disciple should not make a show of it by 
disfiguring his face, but without it being known to others. We will see Jesus put this into 
action in this coming Sunday’s Gospel, when Jesus fasts for forty days and forty nights 
with no audience but His Father and the tempter. 

OUTLINE 

I. Solomon was Israel’s king of glory. 
A. He had an impressive golden throne. 
B. He had impressive set of lips, which poured forth much wisdom that God gave 

him. 
C. But his life didn’t follow his lips. Solomon was a hypocrite. 
D. The Pharisees were exposed as hypocrites by Jesus in the Gospel. 
E. We are also by nature hypocrites. 

II. But Jesus was Israel’s true King of glory. 

                                                
1	  Martin	  H.	  Franzmann,	  Follow	  Me:	  Discipleship	  According	  to	  Matthew	  (St.	  Louis:	  
Concordia,	  1961,	  1982),	  p.	  53.	  
2	  Paul	  E.	  Kretzmann,	  Popular	  Commentary	  of	  the	  Bible:	  New	  Testament	  (St.	  Louis:	  
Concordia,	  1921),	  1:31.	  
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A. When He came into this world, this King had no fancy throne, but sat down 
outdoors and taught the wisdom of His Kingdom to the disciples, as He did in 
the Sermon on the Mount. 

B. Jesus lived what He taught. 
C. Since Jesus’s glory is shown chiefly in having mercy, He went to another 

mountain, Mount Calvary, to be lifted up to another throne, the cross, to die 
for hypocrites and for all sinners. 
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SERMON: THE KING’S WISDOM 

His throne was made of ivory, and overlaid with the finest gold. The six steps leading 
up to his great throne each had carved lions on both sides. At the back of the throne was a 
calf’s head, a symbol of kingly might. The armrests were elaborate, and his footstool was 
made of gold. Wise King Solomon truly built himself a glorious throne. 

But as magnificent as his throne was, the one who sat on it was even more 
impressive. This king of the Jews was truly a king of glory, but nothing was more golden 
than what came from his lips. When God allowed the young king to ask Him for 
anything, Solomon didn’t ask for riches, or a long life, or victory over his enemies. He 
asked for wisdom to rule God’s people, and God was pleased. The Queen of Sheba came 
1,200 miles to test his wisdom with hard questions, and the answers that came from 
Solomon’s lips left her breathless. He was king who opened his lips and spoke 3,000 
Proverbs. 

Yet, all that glory couldn’t stop Solomon’s life from coming to an inglorious end. All 
that glory couldn’t deal with an inglorious heart, a heart that was increasingly turning 
itself away from the Word of the Lord and making him a tyrant. So while his lips still 
poured forth wisdom, the way he lived made him no more than a hypocrite. “Rejoice in 
the wife of your youth,” is what he taught (Proverbs 5:18), while he ended up rejoicing in 
700 of them. “How much better to get wisdom than gold,” Solomon taught (16:16), while 
those greedy royal hands of his grasped for as much as they could gather. “Fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” he taught (Psalm 111:10), but lived as though he 
feared everything but the Lord. A royal hypocrite, indeed. 

Consider this Ash Wednesday what a royal hypocrite you’ve been. It’s the reason you 
recognized yourself in today’s Gospel as Jesus spoke against the way of those religious 
show-offs, the Pharisees. But don’t cluck your tongue too loudly at what those show-offs 
did. You’ve done your share of posing for the camera too. Sure, you’ve never sounded a 
trumpet while giving to the needy like the Pharisees did, but you’ve been known to blow 
your own horn to others, lest your “sacrificial” giving not be noticed and acknowledged. 
You’ve certainly never stood on the street corners and prayed to be seen like the 
Pharisees did, but how often have you stood there and lied, telling people that you were 
praying for them, and you weren’t? And when you fast, you certainly don’t disfigure your 
faces to be seen like the Pharisees. Yet, you’ll never be content to keep your fasting 
between you and your heavenly Father alone. 

Repent. King Solomon and the Pharisees aren’t the only hypocrites. There’s a reason 
for that mark of mortality on your forehead. There’s a reason those words first spoken to 
Adam were spoken into your ears this night: “For you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return” (Genesis 3:19). The reason is that inglorious, show-off heart of yours that’s 
always seeking a religious “Atta boy.” With a glory-seeking heart like yours, you’ll never 
be content with being seen by the only eyes that matter—the eyes of your Father in 
heaven. So why should the Father—seeing what a phony you can be—reward you? 

There could be only one reason: because your Father, who sees what comes forth 
from that inglorious heart of yours, has eyes of mercy. He is gracious and merciful and 
abounding in steadfast love. And He loves giving rewards to those who confess their 
unworthiness. He remembers that you are dust, and to dust you shall return, but above all 
He remembers His mercy and His promise to rescue sinners. He sees that wretched state 
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of yours and sends you a king wiser than Solomon to help you. A Greater Solomon, in 
fact. The King of kings in fact, whose throne in heaven would have made Solomon’s 
throne look like a deck chair, yet who left heaven to take on your flesh and blood and 
come down and rescue you. 

It’s that King named Jesus who is seated on that green, grassy mountain teaching in 
today’s Gospel. His proper place is a golden throne, but there He is seated, teaching with 
authority, pouring out the gold of His Word on a mount. There He sits with no splendor, 
His arms pointing in the open air and His feet resting on dirt. There He is, not surrounded 
by twelve carved lions, but by twelve flesh-and-blood sinners whom He considers His 
sheep and has chosen to instruct them about a Kingdom that can’t be earned, only 
received by faith in Him. 

But this King not only talked the talk, He walked the walk. For you He left that 
pretty, grassy mount, so that His whole earthly life would be a walk to another mount, an 
ugly one outside of Jerusalem called “Golgotha.” What drove Him there was His 
unspeakable love for you and for His Father. On the way there, He blew no trumpet, His 
generous left hand and His generous right hand always ready to help the needy in body 
and soul, until those hands were stretched out and pounded onto a cross, to heal your 
sinful hands. Even though He was God in the flesh, He didn’t stand on the street corners 
and impress people with His prayers; He was content to continually leave the crowds to 
pray alone to His Father in heaven, that His faithful prayer life might be credited to you. 
This was a King who was willing to be driven out to the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights with no one knowing but the Father, and the 
devil who tempted Him. But He triumphed for you, His emaciated face earning for you a 
radiance that can never be blackened. 

This King is different from all other kings. While wise King Solomon built a throne 
for himself and his own glory, this King did no such thing. He was content with the One 
that His Father prepared for Him. It wasn’t a throne made of ivory and overlaid with the 
finest gold. It was made of wood, to be covered with the finest blood—the blood of God. 
It didn’t have an impressive backrest, or armrest or a golden footrest. His throne was an 
ugly, wooden cross. For He came to die an inglorious death for inglorious sinners. To that 
ugly throne He dragged all your phoniness and mistrust so that He might triumph over it 
in the resurrection and seat you with Him at God’s right hand. 

And that’s just the king we needed: a crucified King. God’s Wisdom in the flesh. The 
Father’s reward for you. The King with the perfect heart, who by His precious blood has 
atoned for all your sins and given you entrance into an eternal Kingdom you could never 
earn or merit. The King, whose glory is not found in might, or gold, or many wives, but 
in being a faithful husband to one wife, to you, His beloved Church whom He has 
absolved and adorned with magnificence. 

Just ponder those golden words of the King that were spoken to you in the Holy 
Absolution: “I forgive you all your sins.” In Baptism, He has already adorned you with 
His righteous splendor and crowned you glory and honor. The King of heaven now calls 
sinners like you to this altar to drink His very blood from the royal goblet, which imparts 
to you the forgiveness of sins, and enlivens you with courage to be His kingdom of 
priests for the sake of your neighbor. Indeed, remember this day that you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return. But from that same dust you shall arise, because of the love of a 
crucified King. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE EXCERPT 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

THE MOST GLORIOUS THRONE OF ALL 
SCRIPTURE FOCUS 
“Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when He sat down, His 
disciples came to Him.” (Matthew 5:1) 

HYMN 
“On My Heart Imprint Your Image” (LSB 422) 

This short hymn identifies Jesus in royal language, calling Him “King of grace.” It is 
suggested that this hymn be sung after the message in each of the Lenten services in this 
series (through Good Friday). 

VISUALS 
A chair and a cross 

SUMMARY 
Jesus our King showed us His glory by dying on the throne of the cross. 

MESSAGE 
Wise King Solomon was a glorious and impressive king. You could tell that simply 

by looking at his throne. Kings have fancy chairs called “thrones.” But thrones weren’t 
plain old chairs like this one. (Point to the chair.) Solomon built himself a throne that 
made people say, “Wow!” His throne was covered with gold. It throne was up high. 
There were six steps leading up to his throne, and there was carved lion on each side of 
each step. Even the place where he rested his arms and his feet were very fancy. 

To us, Jesus is the most glorious king of all. But you couldn’t tell that by looking for 
a fancy throne. He didn’t have one. The reading you heard from Matthew 6 today was 
part of what is called the “Sermon on the Mount.” That’s because Jesus gave this sermon 
while sitting on a mountain. What do you think He sat on up there? A big rock? A tree 
stump? Did He just sit on the ground? We’re not told. But whatever it was, it sure 
couldn’t have been very glorious. 

But Jesus finally did show us His throne here on earth. He showed it to us on Good 
Friday. It wasn’t fancy. It wasn’t covered with gold, and there were no carved lions. It 
didn’t even look like a throne. In fact, it didn’t even look like a plain old chair. You 
couldn’t even sit on it. It looked like this. (Show them the cross.) There, up on mountain 
called Calvary is where Jesus showed us His earthly throne. It was actually quite ugly. 
But to us, it’s glorious. Because that’s where Jesus our King happily went in order to die 
for all the bad that we’ve done. The throne of the cross had no gold, just rough wood. 
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There were no fancy armrests, just Jesus’ arms stretched out for us. There was no fancy 
footstool, just Jesus’ feet nailed down for us. We have been forgiven because of what our 
King did on that cross. And that’s what makes it the most glorious throne of all. 
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BIBLE STUDY EXCERPT 

ASH WEDNESDAY: LEADER 

THE KING’S WISDOM 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

THEME VERSE 
“The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and 

condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and 
behold, something greater than Solomon is here.” (Matthew 12:42) 

OPENING 
Responsive Prayer I (LSB, p. 282; through the Creed) 

INTRODUCTION 
The Gospel appointed for Ash Wednesday is a portion of the Sermon on the Mount. 

From the genealogy at the beginning of the Gospel, to the chapters on Jesus’ Passion, the 
Gospel according to St. Matthew presents our Lord as a royal figure. He is the ultimate 
“Son of David” and “King of the Jews.” The first “Son of David” was King Solomon, 
known for his wisdom. But in the Sermon on the Mount, the Greater Solomon sits down 
and pours forth even greater wisdom about the ways in an even greater Kingdom. Today, 
our King instructs the disciples on behavior that characterizes the way of faith in His 
Kingdom. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
Q1. Read Matthew 5:1–3. Why do you think it is important that we are told that Jesus 

“sat down” to teach His disciples? See also Mark 4:1; 9:35; and Luke 4:20. 
A1. It was customary for rabbis to be seated while teaching. Being seated while 

teaching was also a posture of authority. When Matthew tells us that our Lord “opened 
His mouth and taught them,” it was his way of saying that none other than God Himself 
was speaking. This was authoritative speech about the ways of His Kingdom. 

 
Q2. Skim over Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18. It is assumed that followers of Jesus will 

practice acts of piety, such as giving to the needy, praying, and fasting. Read again 
Matthew 6:1. What are we to “beware” of in living out the life of faith? 

A2. Our Lord teaches us to beware of practicing our piety “before other people in 
order to be seen by them.” Here our King teaches us that living the life of faith does not 
aim for religious publicity. It’s not about “posing for the cameras.” It’s about self-denial 
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and humility before God that is not self-regarding. Our piety is lived out content with the 
reward of faith, God’s favor in Christ Jesus. 

 
Q3. Read Matthew 6:2–4. Describe the way of the hypocrite and the way of disciple 

of Jesus. 
A3. King Solomon was known for instruction concerning the two ways of life—the 

way of wisdom that leads to life and the way of folly that leads to death. Jesus follows 
that kingly tradition by teaching the way of faith versus the way of unbelief. Hypocrites 
don’t trust God to reward them, and so they seek rewards in the “here and now.” Their 
rewards are merely the praise and approval of other people. The way of disciple is the 
way of faith in the Father. The disciple is to care nothing about religious publicity or 
being recognized for his good deeds. He doesn’t look for his ultimate reward in this life. 
He is content with pleasing an audience of One—God the Father who “sees in secret.” 

 
Q4. Read Isaiah 42:2 and Matthew 12:15–19. How do these verses speak of the 

humility and “secrecy” of Jesus in carrying out His messianic work? 
A4. Here we see that Jesus is content to practice His messianic deeds without aiming 

for publicity. His concern is never accolades from other people. He is no hypocrite. He is 
content to do His good deeds in secret. He is God’s Chosen Servant spoken about in 
Isaiah. He is the only One who was ever free from all hypocrisy, and who lived the life of 
faith in the Father perfectly. His perfect faith was credited you in your Baptism. 

 
Q5. Read Matthew 6:5–8. What is characteristic of the prayer of the hypocrite? What 

characterizes the prayer of the believer? 
A5. The word hypocrite comes from the Greek, where the word means “actor.” Also 

in his prayers, the hypocrite is all about acting. He prays in order to be seen by others. 
His prayers are also an attempt manipulate God “for they think that they will be heard for 
their many words.” The believer is content to pray in secret because the value of his 
prayer is not determined by the number of words used, or how many times they are 
repeated, but by the promise of the Father to hear and answer. 

 
Q6. Read Matthew 6:16–18. What is characteristic of the fast of the hypocrite? How 

does Jesus instruct His disciples to fast? What are the dangers in announcing to people 
that you are fasting or what you are “giving up” for Lent? 

A6. The hypocrite disfigures his face and makes himself look gloomy so that others 
might know that he fasts. Jesus instructs the disciple to do his fasting in secret. He should 
anoint his head and wash his face so that nobody but the Father knows that he is fasting. 
The danger of announcing the details of your piety is the temptation to go the way of the 
hypocrite and religious applause-seeker. 
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WORSHIP SERVICE EXCERPT 

THE KING’S WISDOM 

Another Lent begins. As we journey together through the next six weeks to the cross and 
empty tomb, we look at everything that took place from the vantage point of Jesus as 
King. Walk with us along the way, comparing and contrasting other kings with the King. 
We pray that you will find a renewed sense of awareness and appreciation for how the 
Lord is our faithful King, who for us and for our sake endured the cross, bore our shame, 
and suffered in our place. Tonight we remember how our King Jesus first marked us with 
the sign of the cross in our Baptism and how we wear ashes in the sign of a cross as the 
mark of His work in us, bringing us to repentance and restoring us by the power of 
forgiveness. 

+ CORPORATE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
 
P  I will go to the altar of God, 
C  to God my exceeding joy. 
 
P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C  who made heaven and earth. 
 

Sit 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to 
eat and His blood to drink. Therefore, it is proper that we diligently examine 
ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for this holy Sacrament has been 
instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their 
sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and 
thirst for righteousness. 

 
 But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but 

sin and death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. 
Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He 
became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God 
and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve. 
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 So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith 
and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to 
His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” 
It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your 
good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

 
 In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I 
have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give 
Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of 
sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness 
and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 

 
 Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing 

this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has 
eternal life. 

 
 We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He 

was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him 
our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, 
according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. For we 
are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread 
and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of 
many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, being 
many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only 
in word, but in deed and in truth. 

 
 May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us. 
 
C Amen. 
 
P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring 

Him for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess 
unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
suffering and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
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C Amen. 
 
P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 
C Yes. 
P Let it be done for you as you believe. In the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your 

whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

DIVINE SERVICE 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 
INTROIT  Ps. 51:1–3, 10–12 (antiphon: v. 17) 

  
 The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 
 
 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;* 
  according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 
 Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 
  and cleanse me | from my sin! 
 For I know my trans- | gressions,* 
  and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 
 Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 
  and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 
 Cast me not away from your | presence,* 
  and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 
  and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 
 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
 The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 
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  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 
 

 
KYRIE  

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
 Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts 
that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive 
from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. (L22) 

C Amen. 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:12–19 
A A reading from Joel, the second chapter. 
 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
    and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
    and he relents over disaster. 
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
    and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
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ALTERNATE WORSHIP SERVICE EXCERPT 

SERVICE OF PRAYER, PREACHING, COMMUNION, & ASHES 

THE KING’S WISDOM 
Another Lent begins. As we journey together through the next six weeks to the cross and empty 
tomb, we look at everything that took place from the vantage point of Jesus as King. Walk with 
us along the way, comparing and contrasting other kings with the King. We pray that you will 
find a renewed sense of awareness and appreciation for how the Lord is our faithful King, who 
for us and for our sake endured the cross, bore our shame, and suffered in our place. Tonight we 
remember how our King Jesus first marked us with the sign of the cross in our Baptism and how 
we wear ashes in the sign of a cross as the mark of His work in us, bringing us to repentance and 
restoring us by the power of forgiveness. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE Quiet music in which to gather up our thoughts 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Christ, have mercy on us. 
P Lord, have mercy on us. 
 
P O God, the Father in heaven, 
C Have mercy on us. 
P O God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C Have mercy on us. 
P O God, the Holy Spirit, 
C Have mercy on us. 
 
P King of glory and Lord of might, 
C Deliver us from evil. 
P King of glory and Lord of might, 
C Save us in temptation and trial. 
 
P King of glory, You were enthroned in a manger at Your birth; 
 You were condemned though Your life was holy and good; 
 You were brought low by rejection; 
 You were marked with suffering and pain; 
 You were judged by those You came to save; 
 You were crowned with thorns and robed in mockery; 
 You were wounded and bore in your flesh the anguish of us all; 
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 You were raised up and enthroned upon the cross; 
 You were despised by men and forsaken by God; 
 You were swallowed up in death and laid in a grave: 
C For us and for our salvation. 
 
P That we who were dead in sin might be made alive forevermore; 
 That we who sacrificed our glory to death might be raised to immortality; 
 That we who caused Your suffering might be set free from suffering; 
 That we who were made unclean by evil might be made holy and declared just; 
 That we who raised You up on the cross might learn to walk in its way; 
 That we who lost our joy might be led to rejoice in hope again; 
 That we who live in fear might be granted courage to live by faith: 
C We ask You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
P Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world, 
C Have mercy on us. 
P Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world, 
C Have mercy on us. 
P Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world, 
C Have mercy on us. 
 
P For Your willingness to be born among us as one of us yet without sin, 
C We give You thanks, O Lord. 
P For Your choice to suffer in our place and die in our stead, 
C We give You thanks, O Lord. 
P For Your sacrifice that gives us forgiveness, life, and salvation, 
C We give You thanks, O Lord. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. . . (silence for prayer) 
 Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive 

the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts, that 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, we may receive from 
You full pardon and forgiveness through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him 
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 

C But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
[If ashes are offered, they may be offered here as people come forward to the altar rail.] 

 
Sit 

 
As the people come forward for the imposition of ashes, the congregation sings the hymn. The 
ashes are a sign of repentance, and the people are marked with the sign of the cross as a sign of 
the hope that is ours in Christ Jesus. 

 
HYMN  “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” (LSB 419) 

 
The pastor and assistants receive ashes first, followed by the congregation. Using the right 
thumb, the pastor or an assistant places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of 
the cross, saying: 

 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 
After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence. There is no statement of 
dismissal.] 
 

P Return to the Lord Your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
C Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
P As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
LESSON  Joel 2:12–19 

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, 
 “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
 and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the Lord your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
 and he relents over disaster. 
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
 and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
 for the Lord your God? 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
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 consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
 gather the people. 
Consecrate the congregation; 
 assemble the elders; 
gather the children, 
 even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
 and the bride her chamber. 
Between the vestibule and the altar 
 let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep 
and say, “Spare your people, O Lord, 
 and make not your heritage a reproach, 
 a byword among the nations.[a] 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
 ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
The Lord Had Pity 
 
Then the Lord became jealous for his land 
 and had pity on his people. 
The Lord answered and said to his people, 
“Behold, I am sending to you 
 grain, wine, and oil, 
 and you will be satisfied; 
and I will no more make you 
 a reproach among the nations. 

PSALM Psalm 51  
[spoken responsively or sung to one of the tones in LSB] 

 
P Have mercy on me, O God, 
  according to your steadfast love; 
C according to your abundant mercy 
  blot out my transgressions. 
P Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
  and cleanse me from my sin! 
C For I know my transgressions, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
  and done what is evil in your sight, 
 so that you may be justified in your words 
  and blameless in your judgment. 
P Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
  and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
C Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
  and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
P Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
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