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PubLisher’s introduCtion

Whether you are an elder, teacher, Bible study leader, pastor, or leader 
of home devotions, you come to the Lord in prayer. At some point, or 
perhaps frequently, you may be called to pray in public. You may even 
need to explain to people what it means to be an active church member.

Pastor C. F. W. “Ferdinand” Walther had many of the same needs in 
his time that you have in yours. He had to bring God’s words of Law and 
Gospel to his congregation in St. Louis. He had to guide people in how 
to pray and how to be active church members. He had to focus fellow 
Christians on the fact that our churchly deeds have eternal, heavenly 
meaning. We are God’s mouth and hands in this world, and how we 
pray is important to our life together in Christ’s Body, the Church. From 
paying the bills and making the coffee to canvassing the neighborhood 
and healing the broken and weak, our lives are directed by God’s will for 
us, which we find in Scripture. The prayers in this book help reflect what 
Scripture has to say in a manner that engages the times, needs, joys, and 
sorrows of a congregation.

Although Ferdinand Walther was both the president of Concordia 
Seminary and the president of what today is The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, he was always a pastor in word and deed, serving his con-
gregation for 46 years. Regarded as a preacher of the first order, Walther 
also had a gift for crafting prayers that communicated both theological 
content and the emotion of the human existence. These prayers remain 
meaningful to the Church today. May this book serve to help you in 
shaping prayers and addresses that help bring clarity and understanding 
of God’s grace and will for us in our life together as God’s people.
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PreFaCe  
to the engLish transLation

When Pastor Walther spoke and wrote, he always expressed something 
worthwhile. Accordingly, the policy of Concordia Publishing House to 
render into English the outstanding productions of that great man will be 
appreciated by those not familiar with the German language.

In the present undertaking an effort has been made to let Pastor 
Walther speak contemporary English rather than to give the exact English 
equivalent for every word and phrase found in the German original. 
This volume is not a literal rendering of the book Addresses and Prayers 
Spoken in the Assemblies of the Ev.-Luth. Joint Congregation and Its Board 
of Elders (Ansprachen und Gebete gesprochen in den Versammlungen der 
ev.-luth. Gesamtgemeinde und ihres Vorstandes), published by the Joint 
Congregation through Concordia Publishing House in 1888, about a year 
after Walther’s death. In Walther’s time, long, ornate speeches in public 
were not only common but also expected. However, by 1930 the hectic 
onrush of industrialization, automobiles, and radio were shortening the 
forty-five minute sermon of Walther’s day, as well as other expectations 
regarding public speech and public speakers. Life began to imitate the art 
of broadcast media. Nevertheless, the contemporary English adaptations 
in this edition still ring true with Pastor Walther’s original ideas in the 
German edition.

The titles of the prayers and addresses, as well as the table of con-
tents, have been supplied by the translator and sometimes modified by the 
editor in the hope of adding to the practical usefulness of the book. The 
addresses have been moved to the end of the book in order to stress this 
volume as an aid to prayer and the devotional life of the Church.

The prayers and addresses in this volume should find widespread 
use—by no means restricted to voters’ or elders’ meetings. Pastors and 
other church leaders will find here excellent suggestions for talks and 
prayers for other occasions as well. Indeed, what a fine thing it would be if 
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our laypeople would adopt this volume as a handbook to enrich their lives 
as church members! Everyone who will make Pastor Walther’s prayers 
his own and pray daily in the spirit of that man of God is certain to be 
rewarded with inspiration and understanding, which, in turn, will show 
itself in increased devotion to our Savior and His Church.

God grant that these addresses and prayers in their English form may 
exert the influence for good that in the German language they certainly 
did exert for many years!

Rudolph Prange
St. Joseph, Mo., May 20, 1930

Charles P. Schaum
St. Louis, Mo., May 20, 2011
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Prayers for Meetings  
during the festival season

Advent

1. Beginning of the Church Year
O Lord Jesus, again You have entered into our midst in the new church 

year through the proclamation of Your Word. You come thus not in anger, 
nor to judge us, but in meekness, to bring us grace and salvation.

Grant us grace to welcome You in the proper manner, so that we avoid 
driving You away from us through sin, vanity, and unbelief.

Grant that during the entire new church year our congregation may 
be the workshop of Your Spirit and the channel of Your grace.

Attend our every meeting, also this present meeting, and guide us, 
that through our deliberations Your name may be hallowed, Your kingdom 
come, and Your will be done. Amen.

2. Two Advents of Jesus—to Save and to Judge
Lord Jesus, this sacred Advent season helps us remember how, long 

ago, in the fullness of time, You took on our flesh and blood. Unspeakably 
poor, You indeed made us unspeakably rich; coming without glitter or 
glory, as a servant of servants, You indeed obtained for us glory without 
end. Weighed down by the burden of our guilt, which Your Father had 
laid upon You, indeed You brought us freedom from sin, from its guilt and 
from its punishment. Grant that we may spend these days solemnly medi-
tating on Your blessed advent in the flesh, that, confessing ourselves as 
lost sinners, we may in true faith accept the riches of Your grace and ever 
better comprehend its gracious significance for us, finding in it genuine 
comfort for our troubled souls, and planting our faith upon it as the one 
hope of salvation, both here and in our eternal bliss.

Some day, O Lord, You will return in the clouds of heaven—not poor 
and lowly, but as Lord and King; not despised by Your enemies, but filling 
them with fear; not to save, but to judge the living and the dead. Prepare 
us to greet You with joy at Your return. Guard us for fear that we say in 
security, “My Master is delayed” [Matthew 24:48]. Instead, grant us grace 
constantly to bear in mind that we are sinners, to seek the rich treasures of 
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Prayers  
dealing with the word of god

1. Treasuring the Word of God
O Lord, You have given us Your Word. How can we ever thank You 

enough for it? Of what profit would the world and all its treasures be if 
You had withheld from us Your Word? After a brief season of enjoyment 
of honor and glory such as the world offers, eternal disgrace and shame 
would be our lot in all eternity on account of our sins. Of what profit to 
us would all the joys of the world be if we did not possess Your Word? 
Because of our sins the worldly joys and pleasures we indulge in for a brief 
space of time would be swallowed up by eternal sorrow.

Grant that we may realize how great a treasure You have bestowed 
upon us by giving us Your Word. Grant that we may value it above all 
earthly possessions and above all honors and joys of this world. Guard 
us against negligence in studying, reading, hearing, and speaking Your 
Word. Create within us a permanent appetite for Your Word that it may be 
to us sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. Grant us grace in all matters 
cheerfully to submit to Your Word and ever to receive in a humble heart its 
instruction, its reproof, its consolation, and its correction.

Preserve us from unbelief and error, which in these latter days 
threaten to engulf all, even Your baptized Christians. Help us to remain 
steadfast until the end, and in the dark night of death let Your Word be our 
heavenly light and through it grant us a blessed and peaceful departure 
out of this world.

Hear us for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord and Savior. 
Amen.
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Prayers  
regarding the Christian ChurCh

1. The Frailty of the Church
In Your Word, O Lord, You have said of Your Church: “All glorious 

is the princess in her chamber” [Psalm 45:13]. By it You have indicated 
that, like her invisible Head, Your Church appears to the world as having 
no form or beauty; that her glory is within rather than without, consisting 
of “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” [Romans 14:17].

We have experienced the truth of these words. Also among us You 
have gathered to Yourself a holy church. It, too, is glorious within, but 
without it is desecrated and disfigured, full of sin and disgrace. Satan 
continuously attempts to spoil its beauty by having insincere Christians 
mingle with the true flock or by seducing good members to become 
unfaithful. Oh, sometimes we must bear so much shame and disgrace that 
we feel as though our hearts would break!

O Lord, graciously look down from heaven upon us. Let not our 
enemies triumph over us. Let them not shout: “They shall fall, and never 
rise again” [Amos 8:14]. Help us to rise again, heal our wounds, remove 
from us every stain, help us to lead a godly life, to let our light shine before 
the world. Grant true repentance to those who have fallen. Awaken the 
spiritually dead. Strengthen the weak. Grant that the hearts of the fathers 
be turned to the children and the hearts of the children to the fathers, that 
Your name may be honored, that many may be drawn to hear Your Word, 
and that we all may be saved; through Jesus Christ. Amen.

2. A Christian Congregation  
Must Deserve Its Name

Lord Jesus, by means of Your Word You have graciously gathered 
Your Church from the midst of this fallen, sinful, lost, and condemned 
world, and it is Your will that the members of Your Church no longer run 
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2. A Faithful Shepherd
Lord Jesus, Chief Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, we have gathered 

here to choose an undershepherd for our flock.8

The importance of the matter before us, for us and for our children, 
for time and for eternity, is known to You better than to us. What a calam-
ity for us and for our children if, instead of a faithful shepherd, we should 
elect a ravenous wolf in sheep’s clothing or even an unfaithful hireling, 
who seeks his own and does not care for the sheep.

Therefore, we pray You, be present with us in our meeting and direct 
our choice.

Help us to seek, find, and elect a man such as we need, one who 
holds fast the faithful Word as he has been taught, that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince those who contradict Your 
teachings.

Indeed, give us a man who is equally zealously affected for the purity 
of Your Word and for an upright, new, holy life; a man who believes in 
his heart what he preaches with his mouth; a man who speaks from per-
sonal experience when he admonishes, warns, rebukes, and consoles; a 
man who himself is walking the way to heaven that he would point out 
to others; a man who without blushing can exhort his hearers as did Your 
faithful servant Paul: “Join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those 
who walk according to the example you have in us” [Philippians 3:17].

Give us a man, we humbly plead You, who will not tear down the 
grand and glorious work that You have begun in our midst, but will con-
tinue it and always abound in the work of the ministry, that Your name 
may be honored and uncounted souls may be benefited for time and eter-
nity. Grant that the arrival of our new undershepherd may mark the begin-
ning of a new era of grace in our midst. Help this congregation to live up 
to its name, being named after You, and make of it a genuine Immanuel, a 
“God with us,” congregation.

Lord, because of our unfaithfulness we have deserved to be cast off 
by You, to be denied the privilege of having our souls satisfied with Your 
Word. But, we pray You, deal with us according to Your unspeakable 
grace. For Your unmerited goodness we will thank and praise You forev-
ermore. Amen.

8 The relationship of Christ as Chief Shepherd with pastors as His undershepherds is 
based on John 20:21–23 and Matthew 28:16–20. Pastors do not act on their own, but in 
the stead and by the command of Christ.
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general Prayers

1. Pardon and Piety
Lord God, heavenly Father, again we have gathered here to deliberate 

upon the affairs of our congregation. In order that our meeting may be 
well pleasing to You and profitable to ourselves, we begin by confessing 
to You in all sincerity that we are by nature sinful and come short of Your 
glory; that we are incapable of doing good and wholly inclined to evil; 
moreover, that in thoughts, desires, conduct, words, and deeds we daily, 
indeed hourly, sin much and have deserved only punishment. At the same 
time we seize upon the precious promises that Your Word holds out to 
all sinners who take refuge in Your grace in Christ Jesus and confidently 
pray: Forgive the sins of every one among us, do not hold them against 
us; cover them with the merits of our Savior, Jesus Christ; blot them out, 
never to reappear; cast them behind You into the depth of the sea, and 
remember them no more in all eternity.

Having forgiven our sins and adopted us as Your dear children, help 
us to thank You with our hearts, lips, and hands for Your unspeakable 
grace. Keep us from sinning anew; above all, enable us earnestly to guard 
against every intentional and deliberate sin. Help us to walk piously as 
Your children and finally to obtain mercy before Your throne; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

2. Guidance of the Spirit
Lord God, heavenly Father, we are gathered here to deliberate not 

upon the affairs of this life, but upon the affairs of the soul, the affairs 
of Your kingdom, the affairs of eternal life. But we are wholly incapable 
of disposing of such matters properly; in spiritual, divine, and heavenly 
matters our understanding is darkened and our will perverted.

Therefore, we pray You, enlighten our understanding, sanctify our 
will, cleanse our hearts, and direct our mouths that all things uttered here 
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Prayers at Meetings  
of the Board of elders

1. Divine Counsel and Guidance
Lord Jesus, we have gathered here to deliberate upon the affairs of our 

dear congregation. Even in our private affairs we are often at a loss how 
to proceed; much less are we capable of advising an entire congregation.

Therefore we turn to You, whose name is Counselor, who are great in 
counsel and mighty in work, and pray You: Be our Counselor at this time. 
Pour out upon us a full measure of Your Holy Spirit that He may enlighten 
us by means of Your Word and help us to recognize both our ailment and 
the effective remedy. Grant also that our congregation may faithfully apply 
that remedy and recover from its ailment.

Finally, we join Your whole Christian Church on earth in the prayer: 
Hasten Your return and put an end to all of the sorrows and perils of Your 
elect. Hear us, Lord Jesus, for the sake of Your precious promises. Amen.

2. Death of a Faithful Member
Lord, with sorrowful and heavy hearts we have met here today. An 

honored member of our board, who for more than three decades served 
our dear congregation, a father in Christ, is no longer with us. We do not 
doubt that You have taken him home and have summoned him from labor 
to eternal rest, from the battlefield to eternal triumph.

Humbly we bow before Your unsearchable wisdom according to 
which You have seen fit to take from us a model for Your believers such 
as he was, so talented, faithful, and zealous a laborer in Your Church, thus 
making our poor congregation still poorer. We pray You, cheer the sor-
rowing survivors with Your heavenly comfort and let his death awaken 
us to labor with ever greater faithfulness while it is day; for the “night is 
coming, when no one can work” [John 9:4].
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addresses  
to MeMBers of the Congregation

1. Importance of Church Membership
In the presence of your brothers you have now signed your names to the 
constitution of our congregation. In doing so, some of you have estab-
lished your first affiliation with this church while others have become 
voting members. Therefore, in the name of the congregation I extend 
a warm welcome to all of you. Please permit me to add a few words of 
encouragement.

In the second chapter of the Book of Acts, St. Luke describes the 
founding of the first Christian congregation in Jerusalem. In the last verse 
of that chapter we read: “The Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved” [Acts 2:47].

These words have a twofold message for us. (1) They tell us who it is 
that adds new members to a Christian congregation. (2) They emphasize 
the importance of such a step.

First we are told: “The Lord added to their number day by day.” That 
the adding of believing souls to a Christian congregation is ascribed solely 
to the Lord should not surprise you. For keep in mind that only a few 
weeks earlier Jesus had died on the cross, a fact that had been a great stum-
bling block even to the disciples. In view of that fact, do you think that 
even one person would have joined the Christian congregation if the Holy 
Spirit had not been operative within him, enlightening him and working 
the assurance in his heart that the Crucified One had risen from the dead 
and that He is in truth the Son of God and the world’s Savior? Certainly 
not! Add to this the fact that, by joining the Christian congregation, the 
people of Jerusalem not only failed to gain earthly advantages, but, on 
the contrary, could not expect anything but shame, contempt, and, yes, 
even bloody persecution. Certainly anyone who at such a time was not 
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drawn by the power of the Holy Spirit remained outside the Christian 
congregation.

And still today it is the Lord alone who adds souls to a Christian con-
gregation. Indeed, it is no longer the fear of bloody persecution that makes 
it necessary for the Lord to do so, but something even worse. To begin 
with, we are living in an age of almost universal falling away and unbelief. 
Millions who have been baptized into the name of Christ now care nothing 
about God, about religion, or about the Church. They regard Christianity 
as superstition and fanaticism or even as willful deception on the part of 
the clergy. In view of such a situation, who today would join a Christian 
congregation if it were not for the drawing power of God? In addition, 
even the love of Christians has grown cold, and even the wise virgins are 
beginning to get sleepy [Matthew 25:1–12]. Therefore, who today would 
join a Christian congregation if the Lord did not open his eyes?

It is certainly true that in our day the majority enter the Church in 
tender infancy, without their own choice. Even many of those who enter 
later do so for the sake of others: sons and daughters, for their parents’ 
sake; many wives for the sake of their husbands and husbands for the sake 
of their wives; and some to please other friends and relatives. Nevertheless, 
it is always the Lord who calls them, and He does so in order to bring them 
to faith through the Word that they hear in church. But there are always 
some who persist in not listening. 

The words of Luke: “The Lord added to their number day by day 
those who were being saved,” also emphasize the importance of joining a 
Christian congregation. Such an act is important because it directly affects 
a person’s salvation both in this life and for all eternity.

If a person desires to take part in another association that is not 
engaged in sin, such as become a citizen of a state, get married, or enter 
into a business relationship, he may do so of his own free will; but he may 
not join a Christian congregation by his own freedom. This he must do if 
he desires the grace of God and to receive salvation.

Naturally, we should first make sure that we are true believers and 
members of the invisible Church, outside of which there is no salvation. 
However, it comes to follow that anyone who becomes a member of the 
invisible Church should, if possible, as evidence thereof, also become a 
member of an orthodox visible church. While in the world we must unite 
with those whom we expect to be together in heaven for eternity. We must 
fight within the ranks of the Church Militant if we hope to triumph with 
the Church Triumphant. For a person’s attitude toward Christians is a true 
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indication of one’s attitude toward Christ. Christ says, “As you did it to one 
of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me” [Matthew 25:40].

Rejoice therefore that you are becoming a member of this congrega-
tion today, and never forget what Luke writes: “The Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved” [Acts 2:47].

May our true Savior keep you and all of us faithful until death and 
finally give us the crown of life, the salvation of our souls! Amen.

2. Faithfulness to the End
“The one who endures to the end will be saved” [Matthew 24:13]. With 
this significant utterance of our Lord Jesus Christ I greet you in the name 
of this congregation, after you have signed our constitution and thus pub-
licly declared your intention to join us in our pilgrimage heavenward.

We are confident that you have taken this step only because you are 
true Christians. However, you have not yet reached the end of your pil-
grimage. For that reason I would warn you at the outset that only the one 
who endures to the end will be saved.

Of what benefit to Lot’s wife was her escape from Sodom when regret 
later prompted her to look back with longing?

Of what benefit to Saul was the change that came over him when the 
Spirit of God entered his heart? For later he turned aside from God’s Word 
and command.

Of what benefit to Judas was it that he followed the call into apostle-
ship since later he permitted the demon of greed to possess his heart?

Of what benefit to Demas were his associations with Paul in view of 
the fact that he later deserted Paul and again loved the world?

Of what benefit was it to those Jews who had walked with Jesus for 
such a long time, but in the end “no longer walked with Him” [John 6:66]?

How would it have helped David to be a man after God’s heart when 
he fell into sin and disgrace, if he had not sincerely repented again?

How would it have helped Peter to be called blessed by Jesus when he 
had denied his Savior three times in the hour of grave temptation, if he 
had not wept bitterly and believingly returned to Christ?

Therefore be warned by these examples!
Remember, however, that there are many and various ways in which a 

Christian may lose his faith.
Clearly, mortal sins, such as murder, adultery, fornication, and theft, 

will instantly rob us of our faith.


