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FEATURES 
This CD from Concordia Publishing House includes fully customizable resources for the 
pastor and musician, designed to lead the Christian congregation through the season of 
Lent in preparation for the Easter celebration.  
 
[The following is appropriate for a newsletter article or other announcement of the Lenten series 
Restore the Roar!] 
 

Sometime around the year 762 BC, Amos, a herdsman from the small Judean town of 
Tekoa, heard the voice of God and compared it to hearing the roaring of a lion, a roaring 
that causes pastures to mourn and forests to wither (Amos 1:2). That is some kind of roar! 
The prophet then personally encounters the LORD as a Lion (3:12), and this propels him 
to confront Israel’s movers and shakers who were deaf to God’s call of justice and 
righteousness (e.g., 5:24; 7:1–17).  

What set off this divine roaring that sent Amos into the fray? People were busy with 
religion, but they were not heartbroken over what was happening to the little people on 
the fringes of society (e.g., 6:1–7). Samaria, Israel’s capital, was a place of affluence and 
power that was indifferent to the poor. So the LORD roared, and Amos preached. 

There are biblical images of God as a caring Shepherd (e.g., Psalm 23) and a mighty 
redeemer (e.g., Job 19:25). But we dare not let these images remove the claws and teeth 
of the Lion who roars from Zion. Throughout the Book of Amos, the Lion sends fires and 
earthquakes, locusts and droughts, famines, diseases, and an army bent on the complete 
annihilation of Israel. His wrath and anger are real. Amos declares that Israel’s most 
sacred institutions—its temple and systems of worship, priesthood, covenant, land 
entitlement, election tradition, and kingship—will not avert disaster. Long-standing 
institutions associated with God’s blessings, cherished belief systems, and a social 
structure that appeared invincible will come to a cataclysmic end (Amos 8:1–3). The 
prophet insists that the kings, priests, and leaders are engaging in an enormous deception, 
a huge lie.  

The message of his book is singular—Restore the Roar! 
This Lent, we will listen to the Lion as He rumbles in His jungle, pointing out our 

complacency, duplicity, and sin. But, and thank God for this, the ferocious Lion is also 
the bleeding Lamb. Our Lord’s mighty power is made most perfect in the weakness of the 
cross (2 Corinthians 12:9). And gathering under the cross, we will all the more be amazed 
when the roaring Lion defeats His greatest enemies, the devil, hell, and the power of 
death. Then with resurrection joy we will say of Jesus, “The Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
He has triumphed” (Revelation 5:5).   

On Easter, the roar of God’s saving love is restored forevermore!  
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This CD contains: 

SERMONS 

Ash Wednesday 
Amos 1:1–2 “Rescued from the Rubble” 

Midweek of Lent 1 
Amos 3:1–8 “Upside Down” 

Midweek of Lent 2 
Amos 5:18  “This Is the Night the LORD Has Made” 

Midweek of Lent 3 
Amos 6:6  “Grieving for Joseph” 

Midweek of Lent 4 
Amos 7:1–6 “Locust Here, Locusts There, Locusts Seem to Be Everywhere” 

Midweek of Lent 5 
Amos 7:10–17 “Lion Alert!” 

Holy Thursday 
Amos 8:11–14 “The Taste Test” 

Good Friday 
Amos 9:1–6 “Buried!” 

Easter Vigil 
Amos 9:7  “Exodus for All” 

Easter 
Amos 9:11–15 “Come to the Feast” 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Ash Wednesday 

Amos 1:1–2 “Rescued from the Rubble” 
Midweek of Lent 1 

Amos 3:1–8 “Upside Down” 
Midweek of Lent 2 

Amos 5:18–20 “This Is the Night the LORD Has Made” 
Midweek of Lent 3 

Amos 6:1–7 “Grieving for Joseph” 
Midweek of Lent 4 

Amos 7:1–6 “Locust Here, Locusts There, Locusts Seem to Be Everywhere” 
Midweek of Lent 5 

Amos 7:10–17 “Lion Alert!” 
Easter 

Amos 9:11–15 “Come to the Feast” 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES 
Ash Wednesday 

Amos 1:1  “Rescued from the Rubble” 
Midweek of Lent 1 

Amos 3:2  “Upside Down” 
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Midweek of Lent 2 
Amos 5:18  “This Is the Night the LORD Has Made” 

Midweek of Lent 3 
Amos 6:6  “Grieving for Joseph” 

Midweek of Lent 4 
Amos 7:2  “Locust Here, Locusts There, Locusts Seem to Be Everywhere” 

Midweek of Lent 5 
Amos 7:15  “Lion Alert!” 

Holy Thursday 
Amos 8:11  “The Taste Test” 

Good Friday 
Amos 9:1  “Buried” 

Easter Vigil 
Amos 9:7  “Exodus for All” 

Easter 
Amos 9:14  “Come to the Feast” 

 

WORSHIP RESOURCES 
In addition to the ‘traditional’ worship services for Lent and Easter using Divine Service 
and Vespers from Lutheran Service Book, we have also provided a second full set of 
worship services. This second set of worship services are generally more ‘contemporary’ 
in their setting, are less demanding musically, and have both the congregation and pastor 
speaking their parts of the service. The ‘traditional’ worship resources are found on the 
CD in Worship—FOLDER ONE, and the ‘contemporary’ worship resources are found on 
the CD in Worship—FOLDER TWO. Certainly those planning the worship can choose 
freely between the resources offered in both folders as fits local custom and needs. 

WORSHIP—FOLDER ONE  
WORSHIP SERVICES 
Ash Wednesday Service 
Midweek of Lent 1 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 2 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 3 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 4 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 5 Vespers Service 
Holy Thursday Service 
Good Friday Service 
Easter Vigil Service 
Easter Sunday Divine Service 

MUSIC RESOURCES 
Easter Psalm Tone 
Holy Week Setting and Antiphon 
Holy Week Melody 
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WORSHIP—FOLDER TWO  
WORSHIP SERVICES 
Ash Wednesday Service 
Midweek of Lent 1 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 2 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 3 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 4 Vespers Service 
Midweek of Lent 5 Vespers Service 
Holy Thursday Service 
Good Friday Service 
Easter Vigil Service 
Easter Sunday Divine Service 

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP RESOURCES 
Alternate (or additional) Psalms are set to be either spoken or chanted and can be 

used in either the traditional or contemporary setting. Additional hymn suggestions are 
also found in these files. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Logos for bulletin and newsletter use 
The Passion of Our Lord According to the Gospel of St. Luke  
 (for congregational reading) 
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SERMON EXCERPT 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

RESCUED FROM THE RUBBLE 
TEXT 

The words of Amos, who was among the sheep breeders from Tekoa, who 
perceived events in Israel during the days of Uzziah the king of Judah and the 
days of Jeroboam ben Joash the king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 
He said, “The Lord roars from Zion and from Jerusalem He utters His voice. The 
shepherds’ pastures mourn, and the peak of Carmel withers.” (Amos 1:1–2) 

HOMILETIC NOTES 
Amos 1:1 The expression dibre (“the words of”) + a proper noun (in this case 

“Amos”) also appears at the beginning of Proverbs 30:1; 31:1; Nehemiah 1:1, and 
Ecclesiastes 1:1. The phrase serves as a book’s title. These first two words in the book—
“the words of Amos”— represent the book as the product of a single individual.  

The meaning of dabar (“word”) denotes an objective entity, endowed with the innate 
ability to accomplish its stated goal. It may be translated as either “word” or “event” 
depending on its context. As this ambiguity suggests, a word and its referent in Hebrew 
are so closely identified as to be indistinguishable. Yahweh’s words have power—power 
not only to persuade or to reason but also as an independent force (cf. e.g., Jeremiah 
23:29).  

Amos is described as one of the noqedim (“sheep breeders”). The word is not 
identical with ro’eh (“shepherd”) as is evident from its use in 2 Kings 3:4, where King 
Mesha of Moab is reported to be a noqed who “used to pay as tribute to the king of Israel 
(the wool of) a hundred thousand lambs and the wool of a hundred thousand rams.” This 
implies that Amos belonged to a much higher socio-economic status than that of a menial 
shepherd.  

The town of Tekoa (modern Hirbet Tequ’a) is about 12 miles south of Jerusalem. 
According to 2 Samuel 14:2, the village had a reputation for wisdom teachers and 
sayings; the woman from there is described using the adjective “wise.” 

Although in prophetic literature chazah (“see”) may appear in a non-technical sense 
(e.g., Isaiah 33:17; Micah 4:11), the vast majority of attestations refer to prophetic visions 
(e.g., Isaiah 30:10; Lamentations 2:14). The nominal form of the verb chazon is 
commonly employed in the prophetic formulas at the beginning of many oracles (e.g., 
Isaiah 1:1; 13:1). Its use here indicates that the five visions of Amos (7:1–3, 4–6, 7–9; 
8:1–3; 9:1–4) are a significant function of his prophetic task. In fact, in 7:12 the priest 
Amaziah calls Amos a chozeh (“visionary”). Because prophets often see and hear from 
Yahweh (cf. Amos 3:7–8) the best understanding of the word in Amos 1:1 is “perceive 
events.”  
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The noun rashah (“earthquake”) is frequently associated with the presence of 
Yahweh; for example, the earth trembles at his appearing (e.g., Judges 5:4; Psalm 68:9; 
2 Samuel 22:8–16; Jeremiah 10:10, 12–16). Sometimes earthquakes occur because of 
Yahweh’s judgment, specifically on the “day of Yahweh” (e.g., Joel 2:10; 3:16 
[Masoretic Text 4:16]).  

In Amos 1:1 rashah refers to a literal earthquake that is tied to an act of divine 
judgment. Since earth tremors and shocks are common in that part of the world, this 
particular earthquake (harashah = “the earthquake”) must have been stronger than 
normal as is indicated by the use of the definite article. The earthquake, therefore, is cited 
as a historical marker by which Amos’ words can be dated.  

Zechariah 14:5a also references an earthquake during the reign of Uzziah, which is 
likely the same earthquake. Archaeologists have tentatively located this cataclysm in the 
first half of the eighth century. Stratum VI at Hazor shows evidence of a great earthquake 
circa 760 BC. This helps date Amos’ ministry to sometime between 760–750 BC.  

Amos 1:2 Normally a sentence in Hebrew follows the sequence of verb, subject, and 
object. When this order is changed, it signals that the author is seeking to emphasize a 
certain word. In this case, the subject (“Yahweh”) appears before the verb (“roar”). 
Yahweh’s emphatic position accents that he is the one bringing about mourning and 
withering judgment.  

Amos employs the same syntactical emphasis with “Zion” as it is also placed before 
the verb “roar” but after “Yahweh.” In the second half of this bi-cola line Jerusalem is 
also fronted before the verb “give.” These syntactical positions of Zion and Jerusalem 
indicate that Yahweh’s dwelling place is in Solomon’s temple in Judah, as opposed to the 
northern shrines at Bethel and in Dan. In Isaiah 8:18 the prophet states that Yahweh is 
“the one dwelling on Mount Zion.” Amos’s word order highlights this fact.  

In every case, whether used of Yahweh or people, sha’ag (“roar”) either invokes fear 
or expresses it. Amos 1:2 attributes this roar to Yahweh, a voice of power that invokes 
fear due to the overwhelming power of his word (cf. 3:8). Yahweh is also likened to a 
lion in Hosea 5:14; 11:10–11; 13:7–8. The metaphor is used of Jesus in Revelation 5:5 
who is called “the Lion of the tribe of Judah.”  

The proper noun “Carmel” derives from the word denoting vineyard and, as such, 
indicates a place of abundant and lush vineyards (cf. e.g., Isaiah 33:9; 35:2; Jeremiah 
50:19; Nahum 1:4; 2 Chronicales 26:10). Because of its close proximity to the 
Mediterranean Sea, it is well-watered and fertile. The withering of Mount Carmel 
signifies a major calamity (Isaiah 33:9; Nahum 1:4).  

Because of the absence of justice and righteousness (Amos 5:7; 24; 6:12) the land 
experiences numerous ecological disasters (e.g., 4:6–11; 7:1–6). Yet because “mercy 
triumphs over judgment” (James 2:13), the book ends with Eden-like abundance (Amos 
9:11–15). And so Amos begins and ends with creation, ethics, and Yahweh interacting 
with one another. Creation laments and withers because of the sins of Israel, Judah and 
the nations (1:2–2:16), while in 9:11–15 creation is restored because Yahweh promises a 
new Davidic king.  

SERMON OUTLINE 
I. The Earthquake in Armenia on December 7, 1988 

A. Susanna Petroysan and Her Daughter Gayaney  
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B. Gayaney’s Survival through Blood  
II. The Earthquake Motif in the Book of Amos 

A. The Earthquake in 760 BC 
B. Divine Shaking in the Book of Amos 
C. Israel’s Sin and the Assyrian Judgment of 722 BC 

III. Our Earthquakes  
A. We Are Trapped  
B. We Grow Accustomed to Ruins and Rubble 

IV. God Offers the Way Out  
A. Through Confession of Sin 
B. Through His Love Promised in Amos 9:11 
C. Through the Shed Blood of Jesus Offered in the Holy Supper 

 

SERMON 
Susanna Petroysan heard her daughter cry out, “Mommy, I’m thirsty. I want a drink.” 

She and four-year-old Gayaney were stuck in a basement beneath tons of collapsed 
concrete and steel. It was December 7, 1988, and an earthquake in Armenia had just 
killed 55,000 people.  

“Mommy, I’m so thirsty. I want a drink.” 
After feeling around in the darkness of their basement, Susanna found some shattered 

glass. She used it to slash her left hand and then gave the hand to Gayaney to suck her 
blood. Days passed. Susanna had no idea how many times she cut her hands. She only 
knew that if she stopped, her daughter would die.  

Hands were cut, blood was shed, and the child was saved. 
The prophet Amos is familiar with earthquakes. In fact, his book begins with an 

earthquake (1:1) and ends with one (9:1). At the end of Amos 1:1, the prophet announces 
that his ministry ceased “two years before the earthquake.” This particular earthquake 
must have been stronger than normal, as is indicated by the use of the definite article the. 
The definite article implies that this tectonic shift stood out to the degree that one could 
simply refer to it as the earthquake, and everyone knew which one that was. Most 
scholars connect the earthquake to the one attested to in the ancient city of Hazor and 
dated to around 760 BC.  

In Amos 1:2 the prophet describes the impact of divine shaking. “The Lord roars 
from Zion and from Jerusalem He utters His voice. The shepherds’ pastures mourn, and 
the peak of Carmel withers.” Zion/Jerusalem is in the south, while Mount Carmel is in 
northern Israel. The entire Promised Land wilts and withers when the Lord roars and 
unleashes His shaking judgment against His people.  

Seismic shaking is a major theme in many of Amos’s oracles. It is most prominent in 
the fifth vision (9:1–4). In Amos 9:1, God’s command makes the thresholds of the temple 
shake. An earthquake is inferred in the following verses:  

Amos 3:15—God commands the turning over of Bethel and the royal houses;  
Amos 4:11—part of Israel was turned over like Sodom and Gomorrah;  
Amos 6:11—the LORD promises to smash all of Israel’s houses;  
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Amos 8:8 and 9:5—God predicts that the Promised Land will shake to such an extent 
that the Nile River in Egypt will move up and down.  

It is fitting, therefore, that Amos, whose oracles are literally earthshaking, begins his 
book referring to the earthquake.  

The earthquake and ensuing rubble is God’s judgment upon His people for their 
unbelief, which turned divine promises into slogans that no longer impacted their lives. 
Individual autonomy and selfishness emerged unchallenged, and Israel began to fall 
apart. Oblivious and callous to God’s Word, Israel’s leaders became intoxicated with 
violence, bloodshed, and economic exploitation. As long as the nation was up and 
running, sick as it was, people continued to turn a deaf ear to God’s Word.  

So the Lord used the Assyrian Empire to carry out his earthshaking judgment. In 722 
BC, Israel’s capital city of Samaria was destroyed, and thousands of people were exiled 
(2 Kings 17:1–6). This earthquake of divine judgment changed everything.  

Just south of Naples, Italy, and overlooking its famous bay is the small city of 
Pozzuoli. Pozzuoli has a claim to fame. It is the most earthquake-prone place on the 
planet. Every year its citizens experience 4,000 earth tremors! No other place in the world 
is so unstable—except your life and mine. We know, day after day, what it is like to live 
with earthquakes.  

Tremors rumble when we say, “Just one more drink. Just one more lie. Just one more 
fling. Just one more glance.” But one more always leads to one more, and then just one 
more. And then a massive earthquake hits, and in its aftershocks we find ourselves 
trapped in a basement of bondage and brokenness. Sure, being obsessed with 
pornography, money, gossip, food, people’s approval, or work is a strange place to be in, 
at first. It’s crushing to be trapped beneath tons of collapsed hopes and shattered dreams. 
But in time we become accustomed to living in destruction and death. 

On Ash Wednesday God invites us to confess our sins that keeps us stuck on stuff 
that kills and steals and destroys. He invites us to admit that we all too often are living in 
a mess largely of our own making. Our God wants us to confess our willful disobedience 
that continues to trap and torment us with guilt and shame all the days of our lives.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE EXCERPT 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

RESCUED FROM THE RUBBLE 
TEXT 
Amos 1:1 

VISUAL 
Before the service, invite several older children assist with you with the children’s 
sermon by simulating what it would be like to experience an earthquake.  

SUMMARY 
Jesus rescues us when we are trapped in sin. 

MESSAGE 
I’ve asked (name the children) to show us what it might be like to experience an 

earthquake. (Allow the children to shake around a bit; then thank them for their help. 
Ask them to sit down quietly and join the group gathered for the children’s sermon.) 

Wow! Earthquakes are scary stuff! We can lose our balance and fall down. Or worse, 
the home or building we are in could collapse and fall down on us!  

The prophet Amos knew all about earthquakes. Earthquakes reminded Amos of a day 
when God punished His people for their sin. Many of the people were ignoring what God 
told them to do. They did not even help the poor people in their country. So God 
promised to shake them up by sending an army against them! When the army arrived, 
many people ended up stuck and trapped in homes and buildings. God’s punishment was 
like a mighty earthquake.  

It is easy for us to ignore the poor people in our world. We say, “Let someone else 
take care of them.” Or, “That’s not my problem.” Or, “I don’t have the time or money to 
feed and clothe the hungry and homeless.” When we forget about the needy people 
around us, God calls that sin. When we do not listen to God, bad things often happen. 
Sometimes those bad things feel just like a huge earthquake. Then we feel stuck and 
trapped with no way out.  

But God does not leave us trapped. He sent Jesus to take away all of the guilt for our 
sin that makes us feel buried. So we can start over new every day. This is why we often 
sing in church, “O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, grant us Your 
peace.” Jesus is this Lamb of God. He takes away the sin of the world. He makes us feel 
peaceful again. Please repeat after me: “O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, grant us Your peace!”  
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BIBLE STUDY EXCERPT 

ASH WEDNESDAY: LEADER 

RESCUED FROM THE RUBBLE 
Amos 1:1–2 

 

INTRODUCTION  
Amos 1:1 locates the prophet concretely in history, tying him to the reigns of two 

eighth-century BC kings—Uzziah of Judah (792–740 BC) and Jeroboam ben Joash of 
Israel (793–753 BC). The mention of “the earthquake” at the end of Amos 1:1 sets the 
primary theme for the book: Yahweh’s earthquake-like judgment will shake Israel, Judah, 
and the nations until everything comes crashing down. Only then will Yahweh re-create a 
new era of Davidic rule, abundant life, and permanence in the land (Amos 9:11–15). 
Amos 1:1 further provides key information about the prophet: where he is from and what 
he did for a living.  

In Amos 1:2 the undoing of the natural order is introduced. When Yahweh roars from 
Zion and utters His voice from Jerusalem, creation is adversely affected. The 
interconnectedness between Yahweh, Israel’s ethics, and the natural order is an ongoing 
theme in the book. The land experiences numerous ecological disasters (e.g., 4:6–11; 
7:1–6) because of the absence of justice and righteousness (5:7; 24; 6:12). Yet because 
“mercy triumphs over judgment” (James 2:13) the book ends with Edenic abundance 
(Amos 9:11–15).  

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
Q1. In Amos 1:1 the prophet is described as one of the “sheep breeders” (or 

“shepherds”), which comes from the Hebrew word noqedim and appears only one more 
time in the Old Testament to describe Mesha, the King of Moab (2 Kings 3:4). See 
2 Kings 3:4 as well as Amos 7:14–15. What, then, may we conclude regarding Amos’s 
vocation before Yahweh called him to be a prophet?  

A1. Amos belonged to a higher socioeconomic status than that of a menial shepherd. 
He was not a lonely rustic, wandering from pasture to pasture with a few sheep under his 
care. A noqed was a person of substance and influence. This means that at some point in 
his life Amos observed the lifestyles of the rich with their expensive homes (Amos 3:15) 
and luxurious tastes (4:1; 6:4–6). He saw that the rising tide of Israel’s economy was only 
lifting the big boats (e.g., 3:10). The prophet knew that income and wealth were 
becoming increasingly concentrated in the hands of a privileged few (e.g., 4:1–3; 8:4–6). 
Amos was a major herdsman and a dealer in all kinds of cattle who worked in distant 
pastures like the Shephelah where sycamore trees were found. Amos 1:1 indicates that 
the prophet is “from Tekoa,” which is a better description than “in Tekoa.” Tekoaite 
herdsmen spent most of their time “on the road” because the town and its surrounding 
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fields did not have enough pasturage. This explains the prophet’s words in Amos 7:14, 
namely, that he was a “tender of sycamore trees” because these trees provided both the 
necessary food and shade for cattle. The tree’s dependence on large amounts of water 
would assure that there would always be plenty of water for the cattle to drink.  

 
Q2. What do Amos and Jesus have in common? See Deuteronomy 18:15–20; 

Matthew 25:31–32; Luke 15:3–7; John 7:40; 10:1–18; Acts 3:22–26.  
A2. Both are shepherds and prophets. Additional commonalities include the 

following: (1) siding with small and insignificant people (e.g., Amos 7:1–6; Matthew 
19:14), (2) confronting the corrupt priests of their days (Amos 7:10–17; Matthew 26:57–
68), and (3) coming from the “outside” to challenge “insiders.” Amos is from Tekoa and 
confronts leaders in the Northern Kingdom capital of Bethel, while Jesus is from 
Nazareth (John 1:46) and challenges the powerful elite and repressive leaders in 
Jerusalem.  

 
Q3 Read 1 Chronicles 11:5–6; 2 Samuel 14:2; 2 Chronicles 19. How do these verses 

describe Tekoa?  
A3. The town of Tekoa (modern Hirbet Tequ’a) is about 12 miles south of Jerusalem 

and 5 miles south of Bethlehem on the border of the cultivated land to the west and the 
wilderness to the east. In 1 Chronicles 11:5–6 Tekoa appears in a list of fortresses, and 
according to 2 Samuel 14:2 the village had a reputation for wisdom teachers and sayings; 
the woman from there is described using the adjective “wise.” 2 Chronicles 19 helps us 
understand that Amos’s associations with Tekoa influenced his understanding of justice. 
The reforms of the Judahite king Jehoshaphat (873–849 BC), as noted in this chapter, 
indicate that the king appointed judges throughout his empire and also appointed Levites, 
priests, and heads of families to render judgments in Jerusalem. Amos was able to 
observe the administration of justice in his hometown.  

 
Q4. In light of these descriptions of Tekoa, see Amos 1:3–2:3; 3:3–6; 4:10; 6:12. 

What else can we say about Tekoa’s influence upon Amos? 
A4. Amos 1:3–2:3; 4:10 describe warfare. Since Tekoa was a military fortress, Amos 

would have grown up hearing about warfare tactics and various atrocities connected with 
battle (e.g., 1:13; 2:1). For example, he writes about the sight of fires set by invading 
armies (e.g., 1:4, 7), and the stench of death rising from a military camp (4:10). Amos 
3:3–6; 6:12 reflects the town’s love of folk wisdom.  
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WORSHIP SERVICE EXCERPT 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 
The Detroit Lions—a largely hapless NFL franchise—have as one of their cheers, “Restore 
the Roar!” The Book of Amos has this as its singular goal: to restore the rightful roar from 
the Lion, Lord Yahweh, the God of Israel. The temptation is to put our hands over our 
ears to drown out His roar. The world, the devil, and our old Adam tempt us to clip the 
claws on the Lion and clean up His bloody Passion we are called to follow. But the Bride 
of Christ is called to holy reverence before the LORD, the King of the universe. Beginning 
with Ash Wednesday and climaxing with His resurrection roar on Easter morning, we 
will listen and learn from the Lion using the Book of Amos.  

 

+ CORPORATE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P I will go to the altar of God, 
C  to God my exceeding joy. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C  who made heaven and earth. 

 
Sit 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in which He strengthens our faith by giving us His 
body to eat and His blood to drink. Therefore, it is proper that we 
diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for this holy 
Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are 
troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear 
God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

 
 But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us 

but sin and death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. 
Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He 
became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God 
and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we 
deserve. 
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 So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the 
faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and 
gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 
given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and 
suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

 
 In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He 
said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I 
give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and 
forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, 
which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I 
give you My blood to drink.” 

 
 Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently 

believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in 
him and has eternal life. 

 
 We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that 

He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving 
Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, 
according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. For 
we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one 
bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with 
wine of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also 
we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one 
another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 

 
 May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us. 
 
C  Amen. 
 
P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring 

Him for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
 

C  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess 
unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But 
I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter suffering and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C  Amen. 
P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but 

God’s? 
C  Yes. 
P Let it be done for you as you believe. In the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may 

your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in 
peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

Stand 
DIVINE SERVICE: SETTING TWO 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 
INTROIT  Ps. 51:1–3, 10–12 (antiphon: v. 17) 

  
 The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 

 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;* 
  according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 
 Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 
  and cleanse me | from my sin! 
 For I know my trans- | gressions,* 
  and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 
 Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 
  and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 
 Cast me not away from your | presence,* 
  and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 
  and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 
 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise.  
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ALTERNATE WORSHIP SERVICE EXCERPT 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
The Detroit Lions—a largely hapless NFL franchise—have as one of their cheers, “Restore 
the Roar!” The Book of Amos has this as its singular goal: to restore the rightful roar from 
the Lion, Lord Yahweh, the God of Israel. The temptation is to put our hands over our 
ears to drown out His roar. The world, the devil, and our old Adam tempt us to clip the 
claws on the Lion and clean up His bloody Passion we are called to follow. But the Bride 
of Christ is called to holy reverence before the LORD, the King of the universe. Beginning 
with Ash Wednesday and climaxing with His resurrection roar on Easter morning, we 
will listen and learn from the Lion using the Book of Amos.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
INVOCATION  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  

 
PREPARATION 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (From selected verses in Psalm 102) 
 

P I eat ashes as my food and mingle my drink with tears because of your 
great wrath, for you have taken me up and thrown me aside. My days are 
like the evening shadow; I wither away like grass. But you, O LORD, sit 
enthroned forever; your renown endures through all generations. You will 
arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to show favor to her. 

 
C The appointed time has come. 

 
HYMN: “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” (LSB 440:1–3)  
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  (Based upon Amos 4:6–12 and Joel 2:12–13) 
 

P Almighty Father, the ashes we receive remind us of the utter depth and 
darkness of our sin. Like cancer, sin spreads through every part of our 
lives, and you tell us that the diagnosis is terminal. “The wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23). Yet, even in the midst of our sin and death, you 
invite us: 

 
C  Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful. 
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P Behind the ashes of this day lurks a multitude of sins. We have failed to 

heed your warnings, O gracious Father. You are no less active in the 
world today than you were when you sent plagues against your people 
Israel. Yet, we have disregarded your warnings and have not turned to 
you. When disaster strikes, we look for hope and healing in all the wrong 
places. Yet, in the midst of our rebellion and refusal, you invite us:   

 
C  Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful. 

 
P Like selfish children, we try your patience, O LORD God. We repeatedly 

commit the same sins and, rather than turn from our disobedience, we 
take advantage of your forbearance. We act as if your patience has no 
limit, as if there will always be time to repent. Though we persist in this 
delusion, you invite us: 

 
C  Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful. 

 
P Father, we cannot plead extenuating circumstances or the weakness of our 

flesh or the force of the temptations. We can only plead to you because of 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  

 
C Who comes not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  

 
P And sinners we are.  

 
C  Bring us back to you, O gracious and merciful Savior. Love us. 

Forgive us. And heal us.  
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Worshipers are invited to come quietly to the front of the church and receive ashes on 
their foreheads and hear the words from Mark 1:15: “Repent and believe the gospel.” If 
you choose not to receive the ashes, you are invited to meditate quietly in your pew.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
 

P Though the ashes represent our innumerable sins, the immeasurable love 
of Jesus covers them all. This is a true and trustworthy saying: Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, I announce to you the grace of God. Your sins are 
forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

 
 


