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GETTING INTO GOD’S LOVE AT CHRISTMAS 
The theme for this year’s service comes from the well-loved children’s Christmas hymn 
“God Loves Me Dearly.” Originally written in 1852 by a pastor who was working with 
homeless and disadvantaged children, this hymn delights in the personal nature of our 
heavenly Father’s love—“He loves even me.” Because of our inherited sin and our own 
sinful choices, we were “in slavery, sin, death, and darkness” but “God’s love was 
working To make me free.” 
 
St. John wrote, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His 
only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him” (1 John 4:9). Jesus was born 
to “save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus “paid all I owed” through His 
birth, suffering, death, and resurrection and so “set me free.” Because of Jesus, God’s 
Son, coming to save us, everyone can joyfully say, “God loves me dearly, Loves even 
me.” 
 
In 2010, Christmas falls on a Sunday. While many congregations “opt out” of at least one 
midweek service to allow opportunity for a local service or celebration, three resources 
for midweek service will sufficient. Other congregations may be looking at the option of 
having a fourth midweek during the week before Christmas. Therefore, we are offering 
an optional sermon, children’s message, and worship service with resources. 
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[For use in newsletters or announcements of the Advent—Christmas series:] 

God’s Love at Christmas 
This Advent we are going to hear a story. It’s a love story. But don’t worry, it’s not a 
mushy love story, it is a true love story. It’s the story of how much God loves you. 
The story is called “God’s Love at Christmas.” 
 
Once upon a time, actually, at the beginning of time, when God made the world, there 
was a man named Adam and a woman named Eve. God loved them dearly. He made 
them. He gave them food, animals, a beautiful garden, and each other. They loved God. 
 
One day Satan, slithered into the garden. He did not love Adam and Eve. He did not love 
God. He did not want Adam and Eve to love God either. So, he tricked them into 
disobeying God. They took a bite from fruit that God told them not to eat. They acted like 
they didn’t love God.  
 
But God still loved them dearly, and He had a plan. Adam and Eve were in trouble. They 
sinned. They were going to die. Their sons and daughters would die. Their sons’ and 
daughters’ sons and daughters would die. Their sons’ and daughters’ sons and daughters’ 
sons and daughters would die . . . all the way down to you and me, and my sons and 
daughters, and someday your sons and daughters.  
 
But God loves us dearly too. God did not want us to die. God’s love was working to 
make us free. Free from sin and free from death. God sent forth Jesus, His only Son, 
whom He loves dearly. 
 
St. John wrote, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His 
only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him” (1 John 4:9). Jesus was born 
to “save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus “paid all I owed” through His 
birth, suffering, death and resurrection and so “set me free.” Because of Jesus, God’s 
Son, coming to save us, everyone can joyfully say, “God loves me dearly, Loves even 
me.” (LSB 392) 
 
God Loves Me Dearly 
 
God loves me dearly, 
Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. Refrain 
   

Refrain 
Therefore I’ll say again:  
God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly,  
Loves even me. 
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I was in slav’ry,  
Sin, death, and darkness; 
God’s love was working 
To make me free. Refrain 
 
He sent forth Jesus, 
My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus 
And set me free. Refrain 
 
Jesus, my Savior, 
Himself did offer; 
Jesus, my Savior, 
Paid all I owed. Refrain 
 
Now I will praise You, 
O Love Eternal; 
Now I will praise You 
All my life long. Refrain 
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FEATURES 
This CD from Concordia Publishing House includes fully customizable resources for the 
pastor and musician, designed to lead the Christian congregation through the season of 
Advent in preparation for the Christmas celebration. Based upon the hymn “God Loves 
Me Dearly,” this CD contains: 

SERMON RESOURCES 
Midweek 1: God’s Love Covers Me with Christ (Jeremiah 23:5–8) 

Midweek 2: God’s Saving Love Stirs up My Heart (Malachi 4:1–6) 

Midweek 3: God’s Saving Love Speaks Comfort and Joy (Isaiah 40:1–11) 

Midweek 4 Option: God’s Love Is Our Greatest Gift (1 John 4:9–11) 

Christmas Eve / Christmas Day: God’s Saving Love Frees Me (Isaiah 9:2–7) 

Sermon Illustration: Midweek 1 

Sermon Illustration: Midweek 2 

Sermon Illustration: Midweek 3 

Sermon Illustration: Christmas 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES 
Midweek 1: God Loves Me So He Clothes Me (Galatians 3:27) 

Midweek 2: God Loves Me So He Gives Me Light (Malachi 4:2a) 

Midweek 3: God Loves Me So He Speaks to Me (Isaiah 40:3) 

Midweek 4 Option: God Loves Me So He Sent Jesus (1 John 4:9) 

Christmas Eve / Christmas Day: God’s Glory Is His Love for Me (Luke 2:14) 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Midweek 1: God’s Love Covers Me with Christ (Jeremiah 23:5–8) 

Midweek 2: God’s Saving Love Stirs up My Heart (Malachi 4:1–6) 

Midweek 3: God’s Saving Love Speaks Comfort and Joy (Isaiah 40:1–11) 

Christmas Eve / Christmas Day: God’s Saving Love Frees Me (Isaiah 9:2–7) 

WORSHIP RESOURCES 
Midweek 1 Evening Prayer Service 

Midweek 2 Evening Prayer Service 



God’s Love at Christmas 

© 2010 Concordia Publishing House. 

Midweek 3 Evening Prayer Service 

Midweek 4 Option 

Christmas Eve / Christmas Day Divine Service 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Psalm 24 with Antiphon 

Psalm 50 with Antiphon 

Psalm 65 with Antiphon 

Psalm 85 with Antiphon 

Christmas Eve Introit with choral antiphon setting 

Christmas Day Introit with choral antiphon setting 

Christmas Day Psalm 

Choral and Instrumental Music Resources 



God’s Love at Christmas 

© 2010 Concordia Publishing House. 

Sermon Excerpt 
MIDWEEK 1 

GOD’S LOVE COVERS ME WITH CHRIST 
Jeremiah 23:5–8 

TEXTUAL NOTES 
SETTING 
In Deuteronomy 28:15–68, God had threatened what would happen to Israel if the leaders 
and people of Israel forsook the true God and followed wickedness. They did what the 
Lord had warned against. As Theodore Laetsch writes: “Now the chief Shepherd, the 
Overseer of the flock, will depose them [the wicked shepherds, that is, the bad leaders] 
from office. He Himself will gather the remnant . . . and will bring them back to their 
folds, the covenant relations with the Great Shepherd, where they will multiply [see 
Jeremiah 3:15–16]. He will give to them leaders who are worthy of the name shepherd, 
not mere hirelings. They shall be free from fear and anguish” (Theodore Laetsch, 
Commentary on Jeremiah [St. Louis: Concordia, 1952], 189). 

VERSE 5 
Behold (see also verse 7) is a call for attention. An important event is being proclaimed.  
the days are coming (see also verse 7) is prophetic promise. God is going to accomplish 

something. The phrase is used by God to point to judgment (e.g., 7:32–34; 9:25–26; 
19:6–9) and to rescue (e.g. 16:14–15; 30:3; 31:31–33; 33:14–16). 

declares the LORD (see also verse 7) Yahweh Himself gives this promise. 
David The Seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15), Abraham’s Seed (Genesis 22:18), will be 

from David’s family (2 Samuel 7:3–5, 11–16).  
Branch “Zemach, the Hebrew term, never denotes a twig, an individual branch of a tree, 

but a growth, a sprout that grows directly out of the ground or directly from a root, 
forming a new or a second plant or tree. All branches, leaves, fruits, are only products 
of the Zemach. Though a son of David, this Branch will not be a mere branch in the 
family tree of David. He will be established as a fresh growth, springing up from the 
seemingly dead root of the house of David, growing up by the power of the 
omnipotent Lord into a new tree, a family tree with innumerable branches and leaves, 
a Zemach. This term is one of the proper names of the Messiah (Is. 4:2; Zech. 3:8; 
6:12). It denotes not so much His lowliness . . . but the fact that in Him the royal 
dynasty of David was to gain its greatest glory” (Laetsch, 190). 

righteous Branch David was not a righteous branch nor are we. See Psalms 51:5 and 
143:2. But this Branch is righteous in two ways: (1) Sinless: Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 3:17; 
17:5; John 8:46; 1 Peter 1:19; 2:22; 1 John 3:5; Hebrews 7:26. (2) Righteous in His 
very essence, His nature and being: Luke 1:35. Therefore, He bears our sin and fulfills 
the law perfectly in our place. 

reign as king He is not merely a king among kings, but the King of kings. “He is Zemach, 
a living, life-producing, and preserving Person, and as such a King He rules. His 
kingdom partakes of the nature of this King, is like Him a living, life-producing 
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kingdom. His royal glory shall never know decay, will never perish. (Dan. 2:44; 7:14; 
Luke 1:33; Eph. 1:20–23; Phil. 2:9–11; Rev. 5:5–14)” (Laetsch, 190). 

deal wisely He knows the will of the Lord since He is the Lord (John 1:18; 3:12–13). He is 
willing (Psalm 40:6–8) and able (Isaiah 9:6–7; 52:13–15; 53:10–12) to carry out God’s 
plan of salvation to successful completion. He also knows what His enemies are up to 
and how to defeat them (Matthew 4:1–11; 26:1–5, 45; 27:62–66; John 2:24–25; 12:7; 
14:30). 

shall execute justice and righteousness Execute is used with justice and/or judgment seven 
times in Jeremiah (5:1; 7:5; 9:24; 23:3, 5, 15; 33:15). In every case the idea is establish. 
That is, injustice and disorder are to be replaced by justice and righteousness. In other 
words, Jesus is “to make, create, establish a new norm, a new righteousness, because of 
which He shall be called ‘Our Righteousness,’ sinful man’s righteousness” (Laetsch, 
191). This is not a justice or righteousness of the Law: “do this and you will live; fail to 
do it and you will die!” Nor is this a lawless “righteousness,” calling wrong right, and 
sin righteousness. It is a righteousness accomplished by the Seed of David. It is a 
vicarious righteousness Christ the Branch accomplishes and by which He declares us 
righteous. He justifies us and thus saves (Isaiah 53:12). (Note: righteousness is linked 
with salvation: Psalm 71:15; 132:9, 16; Isaiah 45:8; 51:5–6, 8; 56:1; 59:16–17; 
Zechariah 9:9).  

VERSE 6 
In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. The full picture: 

deliverance and freedom because of safety under the Branch (Hosea 1:11; Isaiah 
11:13). “Israel and Judah never regained their political independence. They were ruled 
by foreign nations, the Persians, Alexander, the Seleucidae and Ptolemies, the 
Idumaean Herod, the Romans. Particularly the last three centuries of their national life 
were centuries of constant war and cruel oppression. Yet during all the troublous times 
the true Israel (Rom. 2:28–29; Deut. 10:16: 30:6) the ‘remnant,’ enjoyed the spiritual 
peace and liberty flowing from the righteousness procured for them by the Righteous 
Branch, the gift of God for Christ’s sake to all believers (Luke 1:68–79; 2:29–30; Rom. 
5:1 ff)” (Laetsch, 192). 

And this is the name by which He will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ The 
name here is introduced in a unique way; and this only time in the Old Testament. 
(Normally “His name is or shall be” or “Call Him” or “Call His Name” or “This shall 
be called” as in Jeremiah 33:16.) Two facts: (1) This is His name, which means His 
very essence. (2) He wants mankind to know this Branch, confess Him, and call Him 
by the name that is His: the Lord (Yahweh). And “our righteousness”, that is 
righteousness for us! See Romans 3:19–28. Interestingly Jerusalem is called 
“The LORD is our righteousness” in Jeremiah 33:16. Our Lord’s Church through faith 
receives the perfect, saving work of Christ.  

SERMON OUTLINE 
God loves you dearly, and that is shown most clearly by the Lord’s desire to come to you 
to save you. Advent means “coming.” The Lord is coming. During Advent we joyfully 
relive the countdown to Bethlehem, waiting for the perfect timing of our God to send us 
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our Savior as Mary’s son. We also rejoice that the Lord comes to us here and now in His 
forgiving ways—the Gospel, Baptism, absolution, and Christ’s body and blood. We might 
call this current Advent of our Lord in His forgiving ways as His second advent. 
But we also wait for another coming of our Lord—Jesus’ final advent. He is coming to set 
His people free. On the Last Day He will judge the living and the dead. How can you be 
sure you are prepared for that day? How can you be sure you will be found righteous, 
innocent, pure, and holy? By trusting God’s beautiful, comforting promise in Jeremiah 
23:6 where God promises that Christ will be your righteousness, your perfect record—no 
wrongs and all good credited to your account as you trust in Christ. Because “this is the 
name by which He will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ ”  

I. We are certainly not good enough in ourselves to stand on judgment day.  
a. At our best we still are at war with our sinful nature. 
b. So we cry to our Lord, “Have mercy. Hosanna, save us!” 
 

II. The Lord had the answer even before we were: a branch from David’s line—
Christ, “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
a. This branch that God raises up is not just anyone. He is “the Lord!” 
b. Second, this branch that God raises up is not just His own righteousness—

proof of the Lord’s own holiness, goodness, and perfection—but He is 
your substitute. 

 
III. Let the Lord be your righteousness. 

a. It’s not that you are righteous, that you’ve done the good you ought. So 
repent. Be free of your unrighteousness. 

b. Abide with Christ as He continues to give you His righteousness, which 
promises you an eternity of freedom and life with Him. 

CONCLUSION 
Until that final advent, return to the new life God gave you in Baptism. Hear your true 
Master’s voice. Confess the truth God’s Scripture gives you: I am a sinner. I deserve 
eternal punishment. But the Lord is my righteousness. 

SERMON: GOD’S LOVE COVERS ME WITH CHRIST 
(Jeremiah 23:5–8) 

God loves you dearly, and that is shown most clearly by the Lord’s desire to come 
to you to save you. Advent means “coming.” The Lord is coming. During Advent we 
joyfully relive the countdown to Bethlehem, waiting for the perfect timing of our God to 
send us our Savior as Mary’s son. We also rejoice that the Lord comes to us here and now 
in His forgiving ways—the Gospel, Baptism, absolution, and Christ’s body and blood. We 
might call this current Advent of our Lord in His forgiving ways as His second advent. 
But we also wait for another coming of our Lord—Jesus’ final advent. He is coming to set 
His people free. On the Last Day He will judge the living and the dead. How can you be 
sure you are prepared for that day? How can you be sure you will be found righteous, 
innocent, pure, and holy? By trusting God’s beautiful, comforting promise in Jeremiah 
23:6 where God promises that Christ will be your righteousness, your perfect record—no 
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wrongs and all good credited to your account as you trust in Christ. Because “this is the 
name by which He will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ ”  

“The LORD is our righteousness.” There can hardly be better news than this, for we 
are certainly not good enough in ourselves. 

Rod Torreson, the poet laureate in Grand Rapids, Michigan, is a Missouri Synod 
Lutheran school teacher. He grew up on a farm in Iowa. His family had a loyal farm dog. 
The dog was a tame, helpful, protector of the chickens and sheep. He was joyful. His whole 
back half would swing as his tail whipped when greeting his master. But this dog had a 
dark secret, a terrible double life. At night he would catch up with a pack of wild dogs and 
hang out. They didn’t smoke and play cards. They’d track down sheep; sink their canines 
past the wooly fluff right into lamb’s flesh. One morning the Torreson’s caught him 
sneaking home at sunrise with some lamb caught between his teeth. 

O Christian, you are living a double life too. We look so tame and domesticated, 
pious little Christian family dogs. But there is a battle going on inside me, inside you. 
Wild dog thoughts race through our fevered minds. Animalistic instincts leap within us, 
seeking to be free. Free to sink our teeth into our best friend’s reputation by barking out 
cutting words. Free to wander off wherever we want into dens of iniquity. Free to stare 
our sharpened eyes on what the Lord does not want us to see, leering into the glowing 
computer screen, panting in the dark corner. Free to dump our Master and be our own 
masters as we chomp down hard on the flesh of rebellious fruit. Oh sure the loyal dog 
inside gains control for awhile, but “I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate” (Romans 7:15). We have divided hearts and split minds. We’re tame on the outside, 
wild on the inside. “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death?” (Romans 7:24). 

Lord have mercy on us! Hosanna, that is, save us! Deliver us! And even before we 
cry out, He already has. For God loves us dearly. He saw our need before we were. Before 
His advent to judge our Lord comes twice—both advents to cover us with Christ’s 
righteousness, His perfect goodness, that at His last advent we can stand and live forever.  
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Children’s Message Excerpt 
MIDWEEK 1 

GOD LOVES ME SO HE CLOTHES ME 
SCRIPTURE FOCUS  
“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:27) 

HYMN 
“God Loves Me Dearly” (LSB 392:1) 

VISUAL 
Sports team apparel such as a coat, sweatshirt, or jersey. 

SUMMARY 
In Baptism, we were clothed with Christ. Therefore, His perfect goodness (righteousness) 
and victory belong to us too. 

MESSAGE 
How many of you have played “dress up”? Did you know adults play dress up too? 

Some wear clothes like this. Hold up sports team apparel (coat, sweatshirt, jersey). Why 
would someone want to wear a thing like this? Let children answer. (Because they love 
the team, want to show support, etc.)  

So what happens to people who wear these clothes when their team wins? Let 
children answer. They get to celebrate the victory as their victory. “We won!” 

The Bible says, “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ” (Galatians 3:27). This means that all of us who were baptized in the name Jesus 
gave us to baptize in—the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit—we 
all “put on Christ.” That is, we wear Christ. We are dressed up in Him. 

So when God the Father sees you who are dressed up in Christ, He knows it is you 
but He sees you as if you’re as good as His eternal Son, Jesus—without sin and having 
done all the good there is to do! The Bible has a word for that: righteousness. Jesus is your 
righteousness. He covers you so that you look righteous to God today and on the day He 
comes to judge all people.  
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Bible Study Excerpt 
 

MIDWEEK 1 LEADER 

GOD’S LOVE COVERS ME WITH CHRIST 
Jeremiah 23:5–8 

 

INTRODUCTION 
In Deuteronomy 28:15–68 God threatened what would happen to Israel if the leaders and 
people forsook the true God and followed wickedness. They did what the Lord warned 
against. They suffered terrible punishment. The Lord, however, promised that He would 
depose the wicked shepherds and would gather the faithful remnant. The Divine shoot 
from David’s line would come and fill us with His goodness. 
 
(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
 

Q1. Verses 5 and 7 both begin with “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD.” 
“Behold” is a call for attention. “LORD” is printed with SMALL CAPITAL LETTERS to 
show that in Hebrew it is God’s personal name, “Yahweh” or “Jehovah.” The 
phrase “The days are coming” is used by God in Jeremiah to point to judgment 
(see Jeremiah 19:6–9) or rescue (Jeremiah 30:3; 31:31–34; 33:14–16). Which does 
the phrase “The days are coming” point to in this section?  

A1. Jeremiah 23:5–8 is the promise of a gracious rescue! It is quite powerful how the 
Lord lays it out here. He uses Behold to get attention. He uses the dramatic and 
powerful phrase “the days are coming.” And He stakes His own name and 
reputation on this promise: “Declares the LORD.” This name LORD (Yahweh or 
Jehovah) first appears in Scripture in Genesis 2 when showing the very personal 
relationship between God and man. Yahweh forms man out of the dust of the 
ground and breathes the Spirit into him. 

 
Q2. The word Branch in verse 5 is the Hebrew word zemach, which does not mean a 

mere portion of a tree, but a sprout that forms a new tree. Everything in that new 
tree—all branches, leaves, and fruit—come from this zemach. How does this fit 
with our relationship with Christ? See John 15:5–6; Galatians 2:20. 

A2. Christ Jesus is the source of all that is life in us. John 15 describes Him in the same 
terms as this zemach. He is the Vine. Without being connected to the Vine by His 
Word, we are like leaves plucked from a tree. We might look alive, but really we 
are dead. Paul testifies in Galatians 2:20 that our whole life is in Christ Jesus. 

 
Q3. In verse 5 the Branch is called “righteous.” This cannot refer to King David as 

Psalm 51:5 testifies. It cannot refer to us (see Psalm 143:2 and Romans 7:15–25)! 
Who alone can this refer to? See Luke 1:35 and 1 John 3:5. 
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A3. It is important to realize that we are not righteous in and of ourselves. Christ Jesus 
alone is holy and righteous.  

 
Q4. In verse 5 the Branch will “reign as King.” How long will His reign be? Is He 

reigning now? See Daniel 2:44; 7:14; Luke 1:33; Ephesians 1:20–23; Philippians 
2:9–11. 

A4. His reign will last forever. It began at the cross, hence the title there, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (John 19:19). Of course, this did not look like a 
great reign had began, but this is where God’s righteousness paid the debt of our 
sin and fulfilled all righteousness for us. Consequently, Jesus is reigning for us 
right now. For additional proof of this see Ephesians 1:20–23. 

 
Q5. In verse 5 we are promised this Branch shall “deal wisely.” Why does this Branch 

know the will of the Lord? See John 1:18; 3:12–13. 
A5. He deals wisely because He is God and knows God’s will. 
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Worship Service Excerpt 

Vespers 
 
Stand 

L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

Psalmody 
Psalm Psalm 24:1–10 
 Tone C  
 

He will receive blessings | from the Lord,* 
 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
 
The earth is the Lord’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 
 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 
 and established it upon the | rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill | of the Lord?* 
 And who shall stand in his | holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear de- | 

ceitfully. 
He will receive blessing | from the Lord* 
 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
Such is the generation of those who | seek him,* 
 who seek the face of the God of | Jacob. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in | battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The Lord of hosts, he is the King of | glory! 
 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
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is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

He will receive blessings | from the Lord,* 
 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
 
Sit 
 
Office Hymn O Lord, How Shall I Meet You (LSB 334) 
 

Readings 
 
Old Testament Jeremiah 23:1–8  
 
A reading from Jeremiah, chapter twenty-three: 
  
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the 
LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you 
have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the 
LORD. Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have 
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no 
more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD. 
 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 
 
“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no longer 
say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ but 
‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the 
north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall 
dwell in their own land.” 
 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament Luke 1:5–25 
 
A reading from Luke, chapter one 
 
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division 
of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 
And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments 
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and statutes of the Lord. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both 
were advanced in years. 
 
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, according 
to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and 
burn incense.  


