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FEATURES 
This CD from Concordia Publishing House includes fully customizable resources for the 
pastor and musician, designed to lead the Christian congregation through the season of 
Lent in preparation for the Easter celebration.  
 
The theme of this series is the seven words of Christ that He spoke from the cross as He 
offered up His life for the life of the world. Each word imparts a blessing and is a word of 
Gospel. The sermons and devotions in this series will expound on these words of Christ, 
linking them to Jesus’ words and works recorded in the Gospel as well as the Old 
Testament prophesies that pointed to Him. Each word of Christ proclaims and delivers 
something about Him, the Word Incarnate, and delivers His saving death to us that we 
would trust Him for forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

 
This CD contains: 

SERMONS 
Ash Wednesday: The Pardoning Word  

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 
Midweek 2: The Promising Word 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 
Midweek 3: The Faithful Word 

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?” (Matthew 27:46) 
Midweek 4: The Compassionate Word 

“Woman, behold, your son!” . . . “Behold, your mother!” (John 19:26–27) 
Midweek 5: The Suffering Word 

“I thirst.” (John 19:28) 
Midweek 6: The Dying Word 

“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit!” (Luke 23:46) 
Maundy Thursday: The Remembering Word 
Good Friday: The Fulfilled Word 

“It is finished.” (John 19:30) 
Vigil of Easter: The Restful Word 
Easter Sunday: The Vindicated Word 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Ash Wednesday: The Pardoning Word  

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 
Midweek 2: The Promising Word 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 
Midweek 3: The Faithful Word 
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“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?” (Matthew 27:46) 
Midweek 4: The Compassionate Word 

“Woman, behold, your son!” . . . “Behold, your mother!” (John 19:26–27) 
Midweek 5: The Suffering Word 

“I thirst.” (John 19:28) 
Midweek 6: The Dying Word 

“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit!” (Luke 23:46) 
Easter Sunday: The Fulfilled Word 

“It is finished.” (John 19:30) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES 
Ash Wednesday: The Pardoning Word  

Sin leads to death, but God forgives our sins for Jesus’ sake. 
Midweek 2: The Promising Word 

People sometimes break their promises, but God always keeps His promises. 
Midweek 3: The Faithful Word 

Sin separates us from God, but He is with us in Jesus Christ. 
Midweek 4: The Compassionate Word 

Just as our family takes care of our physical needs, so God’s family (the Church) 
takes care of our spiritual needs. 
Midweek 5: The Suffering Word 

Jesus suffered for us on the cross, so we would not have to suffer for our sins. 
Midweek 6: The Dying Word 

Jesus died for our sins so we can live forever. 
Maundy Thursday: The Remembering Word 

Although we sometimes forget about God, He always remembers us. 
Good Friday: The Fulfilled Word 

We cannot keep God’s commandments, but Jesus fulfilled the Law for us. 
Easter Sunday: The Vindicated Word 

Jesus gives us new life. 

WORSHIP RESOURCES 
Ash Wednesday Service 
Midweek 2 Vespers Service 
Midweek 3 Vespers Service 
Midweek 4 Vespers Service 
Midweek 5 Vespers Service 
Midweek 6 Vespers Service 
Holy Thursday Service 
Good Friday Service 
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Easter Vigil Service 
Easter Sunday Divine Service 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Alleluia Verse Accompaniment for Easter Sunday 
Antiphon Accompaniment (“Glory and Praise to You . . . ”) 
Psalm 22 Musical Setting 
Verse for Psalm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion Setting 
Choral and Instrumental Music Resources 

BONUS FEATURE 
The Passion of Our Lord According to the Gospel of St. Luke for congregational reading 
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WORSHIP RESOURCES NOTES 
INTRODUCTION 

The penitential season of Lent is also a catechetical season. Lenten catechesis may 
sometimes include a special focus on one or more of the Six Chief Parts of the Small 
Catechism, but it seeks a broader context. Lent is catechetical because it is pointing 
toward Baptism into the cross and resurrection of Christ. Historically, Lent developed as 
a season of preparation for Holy Baptism; liturgically and theologically, Lent is the 
Church’s refocus on the significance of Holy Baptism. The daily drowning of contrition 
and repentance, which characterizes the entire Christian life of discipleship, is 
deliberately intensified during Lent as a renewal of faith and life in Christ. This 
repentance is never the product of human wisdom, reason, strength, or effort. Rather, it is 
always the divine work of the Holy Spirit through the Law and the Gospel. The Law 
crucifies the old Adam, and the Gospel raises up the new man in us. Thus a Lenten focus 
on the cross and Passion of the Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response, 
nor is it an appeal for greater effort or heroic self-sacrifice on the part of sinners. Rather, 
Lent is a pointed proclamation and confession of the Law and the Gospel, a preaching of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Lent is properly penitential and most surely 
catechetical when it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross of Christ as the 
fountain and source of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
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Sermon Excerpt 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

THE PARDONING WORD 
Luke 23:34 

TEXT 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 

HYMN: LSB 447:1–3 

SERMON OUTLINE 
Introduction:  

The first word from Jesus’ dying lips is a pardoning word in the form of a prayer. 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” What wondrous love is this, that 
pardons the persecutor, that forgives the injurer even as the injury is being inflicted, that 
makes peace with the enemy while the battle rages on? Such a pardoning word the world 
does not know and cannot speak. Only the Suffering Servant-Son can pray such a prayer 
and speak such a word. He came to give His life as a ransom for the many. 

 
I. The First Word: The Pardoning Word 

A. The Limits of Forgiveness? 
B. Letting Go Our Grudges 
C. Unwilling to Forgive 
D. Hearts Free to Forgive 

II. God and Man Reconciled 
A. He Forgives His Executioners 
B. He Forgives Us 
C. He Forgives the World 

III. The Forgiving Ministry of the Church 
A. Free to Forgive 
B. Forgiven and Free 

Conclusion: Prayer 

SERMON: THE PARDONING WORD (LUKE 23:34) 
 
The first word from Jesus’ dying lips is a pardoning word in the form of a prayer. 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” What wondrous love is this that 
pardons the persecutor, that forgives the injurer even as the injury is being inflicted, that 
makes peace with the enemy while the battle rages on? Such a pardoning word the world 
does not know and cannot speak. Only the Suffering Servant-Son can pray such a prayer 
and speak such a word. He came to give His life as a ransom for the many. 

Even as the hammer blows drive the nails through His flesh into the wood, Jesus is 
heaven-bent on forgiveness. He taught His disciples to pray as though forgiveness 
depended on them: “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” 
(Matthew 6:12). He even underscored this petition, lest the meaning be lost: “For if you 
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forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do 
not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” 
(Matthew 6:14–15). 

When Peter sought to limit his forgiveness to a generous seven times—seven times 
my brother sins against me; seven times I forgive him—Jesus raised him seventyfold: “I 
do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven” (Matthew 18:22). He told a 
parable of a servant who had been forgiven much but forgave little to his fellow servant, 
only to have his own unforgiveness come back to him. “So also My heavenly Father will 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart” (Matthew 
18:35). 
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Children’s Message Excerpt 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

THE PARDONING WORD 
TEXT 
Daniel 9:3 

VISUAL 
Bowl of ashes, piece of sackcloth (burlap) 

SUMMARY 
Sin leads to death, but God forgives our sins for Jesus’ sake. 

Message 
Good evening, children of God! Do you know what special day this is? If they do not 

know or respond, say, “Ash Wednesday,” then hold up the bowl of ashes as a hint. That 
is right! Today is Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is a time when we remember our sins 
and ask God to forgive us.  

Ashes remind us that we die because of sin (Genesis 3:19). In the Bible times, people 
used to cover their heads with ashes when they sinned. They would also put on clothes 
made out of scratchy sackcloth. Have the kids feel the sackcloth/burlap. Putting on ashes 
and sackcloth is how God’s people showed they were sorry for their sins. Then they 
would pray and ask for God’s forgiveness. The prophet Daniel prayed and asked God to 
forgive the people of Israel for their sins. He asked for God’s forgiveness “by prayer and 
pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes” (Daniel 9:3). And God answered 
his prayer (Daniel 9:20–23)! 
Tonight, on Ash Wednesday, we put ashes on our foreheads to remind us of our sin. And 
we pray and ask God to forgive us. Jesus died on the cross to take away our sins. That is 
why He prayed for the Roman soldiers who were killing Him: “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). When Jesus prayed, He did not put ashes on 
His head and wear sackcloth. Instead, He wore a crown of thorns and a cross upon His 
back. He wore them for you! Just like Daniel, Jesus prayed for God to forgive the sins of 
the people. And did God answer? “Yes!” You bet He did! 
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Bible Study Excerpt 
ASH WEDNESDAY: LEADER 

 

THE PARDONING WORD 
Luke 23:34a 

THEME VERSE: 
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

INTRODUCTION 
Join me in singing together “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”: 

Jesus, in Your dying woes, 
Even while Your lifeblood flows, 
Craving pardon for Your foes: 
    Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
Savior, for our pardon sue 
When our sins Your pangs renew, 
For we know not what we do: 
    Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
Oh, may we, who mercy need, 
Be like You in heart and deed, 
When with wrong our spirits bleed: 
    Hear us, holy Jesus. (LSB 447:1–3) 
 
The hymn stanzas from LSB 447 will serve as the opening prayers for this series of 

Bible studies. They are preferably sung, but they certainly may be spoken as well. If the 
tune is not familiar, it would be good to have a strong voice sing the first stanza, with the 
class joining in for the remaining two stanzas. The hymn focuses us upon Christ’s prayer 
for forgiveness, which we know He offered not only for those who were crucifying Him 
at the moment, but for all sinners and which He never ceases to offer before the Father, 
since He lives to intercede for us (Romans 8:34). The concluding verse, however, moves 
us to see that we also are called to live in this kingdom of forgiveness where we renounce 
all “score-keeping” and learn to forgive in prayer as freely as we have been forgiven. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 

SECTION I 
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The first selection comes from Luke’s account of the Sermon on the Plain (see Luke 
6:17), which functions in Luke much as the Sermon on the Mount functions in Matthew 
5–7. It introduces the disciples and us to the nature of Christ’s kingdom. After setting up 
the theme of the great reversal in the Beatitudes and woes, our Lord goes on to show the 
greatest reversal of all: that in His kingdom, under His reign, those who hear Him (His 
disciples), are called to do the amazingly unthinkable: to love their enemies, to do good 
to those who hate them, to bless those who curse them, to pray for those who abuse them, 
and to give to those who would steal from them and not demand payment back from 
those who beg from them.  

Christ points out that being kind in return for kindness is no mark of sanctity but a 
common heathen virtue. The mark of sanctity in His kingdom will be in concrete 
expressions of love and care for those who treat us poorly.  

Everything inside us, in our fallen nature, rebels against this and thinks it is 
impossible and certainly undesirable. The fear that rises up in the old Adam is that if he 
does not guard and protect himself and his own rights and turfs, he will lose them. Our 
Lord is at pains to teach us what a lie this is—it is BY protecting himself, guarding his 
rights and turfs that the old Adam is guaranteed to lose them all: “For whoever would 
save his life will lose it” (Luke 9:24).  

The Lord wants to open our eyes to see a whole new way of living—a way of living 
that He will vindicate by His cross and resurrection. A life where judging and 
condemning are renounced and replaced by giving and forgiving. A life of love for the 
enemy that prays for those who persecute. The astonishing revelation is that such a life is 
indestructible. True, our Lord died upon the cross. But HE LIVES! His trust in the 
Father’s vindication of such a life of sacrifice and love was totally justified.  
Read Luke 6:27–38 and answer the following: 

1. Q: What does Jesus command us to do to people who hurt us? 
 A: Love them, do good for them, bless them, and pray for them. 
2. Q: What is the natural response of our fallen nature when we have been hurt? 
 A: By seeking to guard and protect his life, his rights, his turf, the old Adam, the 

sinful self, refuses to trust in Christ and ends up losing everything anyway! 
3. Q: Why is that natural response a total dead end? 
 A: Such a life is both impractical and undesirable.  
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Ash Wednesday Worship Service Excerpt 
 
EDITOR'S NOTE: RTF files of each service can be found under “Worship Resources” on your CD. 
Worship planners are encouraged to adapt the service orders provided here, including the children’s 
messages, according to local custom. For those who have purchased Lutheran Service Builder, we also 
have included .lsbx files of each service, which you are able to load, adapt for local custom, and then print 
as usual. All permissions will be handled through your license. 

 
Stand 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church 
begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is 
especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special 
devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that 
dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 
 
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and 
in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so 
that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and 
truth. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection. 

 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your 

baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your 
cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious 
resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 
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Comforter: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
P To prosper the teaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to 

strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; and to give heart to our sorrow and 
strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch 

over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the 
abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayer; to give abundant blessing 
to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and 

slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
P O Christ, 
C hear us. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
 
P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our 
mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 
Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up 
for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

The pastor and assistants receive ashes first, followed by the congregation. Using the right thumb, the 



Words of Life from the Cross 

© 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

pastor or an assistant places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, saying: 
 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence. There is no statement of dismissal. 
 

Hymn: 419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 
 

Psalm  Psalm 6:1–10 
O Lord, rebuke me not in your | anger,* 

nor discipline me | in your wrath. 
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am | languishing;* 

heal me, O Lord, for my bones are | troubled. 
My soul also is greatly | troubled.* 

But you, O Lord— | how long? 
Turn, O Lord, deliv- | er my life;* 

save me for the sake of your | steadfast love. 
For in death there is no remem- | brance of you;* 

in Sheol who will | give you praise? 
I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my | bed with tears;* 

I drench my couch with my | weeping. 
My eye wastes away be- | cause of grief;* 
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The Passion of Our Lord 
According to the Gospel of St. 

Luke 
Luke 22:1–23:56 (Series C) 

For Congregational Reading 

Speaking Parts: 
Narrator 
Jesus 
Peter 
Servant Girl 
Courtyard Person 1 
Courtyard Person 2 
Chief Priests & Scribes 
Pilate 
Criminal 1 
Criminal 2 
Centurion 

The congregation will read in unison the text in 
bold type and marked by the symbol . 

 

NARRATOR: Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
drew near, which is called the Passover. And the 
chief priests and the scribes were seeking how 
to put Him to death,  

  for they feared the people. 

NARRATOR: Then Satan entered into Judas called 
Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. 
He went away and conferred with the chief 
priests and officers how he might betray Him to 
them. And they were glad, and agreed to give 
him money.  

  So he consented and sought an opportunity to 
betray Him to them in the absence of a crowd. 

NARRATOR: Then came the day of Unleavened 
Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,  

JESUS: Go and prepare the Passover for us, that 
we may eat it.  

NARRATOR: They said to Him,  

  Where will you have us prepare it?  

NARRATOR: He said to them,  

JESUS: Behold, when you have entered the city, a 
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. 
Follow him into the house that he enters and tell 
the master of the house, “The Teacher says to 
you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat 
the Passover with My disciples?” And he will 

show you a large upper room furnished; prepare 
it there. 

NARRATOR: And they went and found it just as He 
had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 
And when the hour came, He reclined at table, 
and the apostles with Him. And He said to 
them, 

JESUS: I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not 
eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 

NARRATOR: And He took a cup, and when He had 
given thanks He said, 

JESUS: Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 
For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of 
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes. 

NARRATOR: And He took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, 
saying,  

JESUS: This is My body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 

NARRATOR: And likewise the cup after they had 
eaten, saying,  

JESUS: This cup that is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in My blood. But behold, the 
hand of him who betrays Me is with Me on the 
table. For the Son of Man goes as it has been 
determined, but woe to that man by whom He is 
betrayed! 

  And they began to question one another, 
which of them it could be who was going to do 
this. 

NARRATOR: A dispute also arose among them, as to 
which of them was to be regarded as the 
greatest. And He said to them,  

JESUS: The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship 
over them, and those in authority over them are 
called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, 
let the greatest among you become as the 
youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For 
who is the greater, one who reclines at table or 
one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at 
table? But I am among you as the one who 
serves. You are those who have stayed with Me 
in My trials, and I assign to you, as My Father 
assigned to Me, a kingdom, that you may eat 
and drink at My table in My kingdom and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 


