


For nearly five hundred years, this simple 
explanation of Christianity has been used 

around the world and translated into hundreds 
of different languages. It will help you under-
stand what God wants you to do, what He has 
done for you, how you can pray to Him, and how 
He gives you His gifts of forgiveness, life, and  
salvation. It was written by Martin Luther in 
1529 and is known as the Small Catechism or the 
Enchiridion, which simply means “handbook.” 
To this day, it remains one of the most pro-
found summaries of the basics of the Christian 
faith and life ever written. Read it, learn it by 
heart, meditate on it, and pass it along.  

A SIMPLE  

CHRISTIANITY 

EXPLANATION  OF



2

The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and 
trust in God above all things.

The Second Commandment
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord 

your God.
What does this mean? We should fear and love 

God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic 
arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in 
every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
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The Third Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

What does this mean? We should fear and 
love God so that we do not despise preaching and 
His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and 
learn it.

The Fourth Commandment
Honor your father and your mother.

What does this mean? We should fear and love 
God so that we do not despise or anger our parents 
and other authorities, but honor them, serve and 
obey them, love and cherish them.

The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.

What does this mean? We should fear and love 
God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor 
in his body, but help and support him in every 
physical need.

The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.

What does this mean? We should fear and love 
God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life 
in what we say and do, and husband and wife love 
and honor each other.
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The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.

What does this mean? We should fear and love 
God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money 
or possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, 
but help him to improve and protect his posses-
sions and income.

The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against 

your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love 

God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, 
betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, 
but defend him, speak well of him, and explain 
everything in the kindest way.

The Ninth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean? We should fear and love 

God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s 
inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only 
appears right, but help and be of service to him in 
keeping it.
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The Tenth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,  

or his manservant or maidservant, his  
ox or donkey, or anything that belongs  

to your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and 

love God so that we do not entice or force away 
our neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn 
them against him, but urge them to stay and do 
their duty.

[The text of the commandments is from Ex. 20:3, 
7, 8, 12–17.]

The Close of the Commandments
What does God say about all these 

commandments?
He says, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 

God, punishing the children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate Me, but showing love to a  
thousand generations of those who love Me  
and keep My commandments.” (Ex. 20:5–6)

What does this mean? God threatens to punish 
all who break these commandments. Therefore, 
we should fear His wrath and not do anything 
against them. But He promises grace and every 
blessing to all who keep these commandments. 
Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him 
and gladly do what He commands. 
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The First Article
Creation

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean? I believe that God has 

made me and all creatures; that He has given me 
my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my mem-
bers, my reason and all my senses, and still takes 
care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and 
drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 
animals, and all I have. He richly and daily pro-
vides me with all that I need to support this body 
and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards 
and protects me from all evil.

THE CREED
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All this He does only out of fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or 
worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to 
thank and praise, serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

The Second Article
Redemption 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean? I believe that Jesus 

Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin 
Mary, is my Lord,

who has redeemed me, a lost and con-
demned person, purchased and won me from 
all sins, from death, and from the power of the 
devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent suffer-
ing and death, that I may be His own and live   





A SIMPLE EXPLANATION OF THE 

CHURCH SERVICE  

Welcome to church! 

As you participate in the church service, 

we’ve provided this small guide to help you 

understand more of what is happening, why 

it is happening, and some of the special 

language used in church. May the Lord bless 

your worship this day!



What Is 

WORSHIP?

People often think worship in the 

Church Service is about what we do for 

or toward God. The reality is quite different. 

In the Divine Service, God provides His 

service for us. God comes to us in the reading, 

preaching, and proclamation of His Word and in 

His Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. 

In worship, God gives His grace, and 

we respond with thanks and praise.

2
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What Is the 

DIVINE SERVICE?
The Lutheran understanding of worship is ex-

pressed in the Divine Service. We follow 

this order not because we believe it is the only right 

way but because we believe this ancient pattern of 

worship most clearly and beautifully serves the pur-

pose of worship, to deliver the gracious gifts of God.

The Divine Service uses two distinct 

elements to create a framework for our worship. 

Those parts of the liturgy that do not change each 

week are called the Ordinary because they are 

ordinarily present each week. The Ordinary reflects 

the changeless and timeless texts of the liturgy, 

some used continuously for more than 1,500 years. 

The second element consists of the changeable 

texts, known as the Propers. The Propers 

follow the seasons of the Church Year 

and the associated Scripture readings. The Propers 

carry the message or theme for the day, often taken 

from the Gospel reading.
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Section 1 

PREPARATION

The Preparation has not always been 

part of the Divine Service. Confession 

and Absolution have always been seen 

as preparation for those who desire to participate 

in Holy Communion. The Preparation may be 

omitted entirely when we celebrate Holy Baptism 

immediately after the Hymn of Invocation.
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Invocation . . . comes from the 
Latin for “call upon.”

The Invocation begins the Divine Service 
with the name of God. Invoking His name orders 
our worship, making it clear that this is His service 
to us, not our service or someone else’s. The words 
of the Invocation remind us of our Baptism in the 
name of the triune God.

In the name of the Father and   
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 28:19

Confession
. . . the act by which one 
admits or confesses sin 
and the guilt of sin.

In the Confession, we are saying “Amen” or 
“Yes, yes, this is true” to God’s righteous judgment 
against our sin. In the Divine Service, 
the Lord is present with us and ready to give us His 
mercy and grace.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:8–9

[       ]

[         ]
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Absolution
. . . the announcement 
of forgiveness to the 
penitent sinner.

Our Lord declares through the mouth of His 

servant, the pastor, that by His grace and mercy our 

sins are forgiven. The Absolution speaks the 

Gospel into our ears in a personal way. Through 

these Gospel words we receive the salvation earned 

by Christ upon the cross of Calvary; every sin is 

covered by His blessed death.

[Jesus] breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you withhold forgiveness from 
any, it is withheld.”

John 20:22–23

[      ]
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No one who is seriously Lutheran would ever main-
tain that only Lutherans are going to heaven or 
that there are no Christians in other church bodies. 

On the other hand, no one who is seriously Lutheran 
would ever say that the differences between the various 
Christian church bodies are unimportant or superficial. 
There are important reasons—biblical reasons—why 
Lutherans are Lutheran and not Roman Catholic, Eastern 
Orthodox, Methodist, and so on.

Each summary provides a brief history, statistical 
information, and the primary sources of doctrine 
for each denomination, followed by information 
concerning the role of Christ in salvation and the 
denomination’s teaching regarding the Sacraments. 
Each summary concludes with suggestions on how to 
respond to individuals from that denomination. 
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Some people might say we have oversimplified the 
differences among Christian church bodies. These 
summaries are intentionally brief, and they certainly 
are no substitute for a more detailed examination of 
each church body. 

The LuTheran ChurCh—Missouri synod

HISTORY

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod was formed 
in 1847 by twelve pastors and fifteen congregations as 
“The German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 
Ohio, and Other States.”

VITAL STATISTICS

The LCMS has approximately 2.3 million members. 
The international headquarters is located in St. Louis, 
Missouri. Source: www.lcms.org.

SOURCE OF DOCTRINE

The LCMS bases its doctrine on the inerrant Word 
of God found in the Scriptures and, as an exposition of 
the Scriptures, the Lutheran Confessions found in the 
Book of Concord.

ROLE OF CHRIST/WAY OF SALVATION

Salvation is a free gift given by grace through faith in 
Christ Jesus. Even faith is a free gift of God that human-
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kind plays no role in. We simply receive the free gift of 
faith in our Baptism. Salvation is found in Christ alone. 

SACRAMENTS

Baptism bestows forgiveness, rescue from death and 
the devil, and the gift of faith to eternal salvation. In 
Holy Communion, the communicant receives the true 
body and blood of Christ for forgiveness and strength-
ening of faith.

WisConsin evangeLiCaL LuTheran synod

HISTORY

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod traces 
her history to a mission society from Germany formed 
in 1828. The first official meeting of the Wisconsin 
Synod took place in 1850 in Granville, Wisconsin. In 
1961, WELS suspended fellowship with The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.  

VITAL STATISTICS

The Wisconsin Synod has more than 369,000 mem-
bers in more than 1,200 congregations. The WELS 
Center for Mission and Ministry is found in Waukesha, 
Wisconsin. Source: www.wels.net.

SOURCE OF DOCTRINE

The WELS bases its doctrine on the inerrant Word 
of God found in the Scriptures and, as an exposition of 
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the Scriptures, the Lutheran Confessions found in the 
Book of Concord. Their teachings are summarized in 
a document called “This We Believe.”

ROLE OF CHRIST/WAY OF SALVATION

Salvation is a free gift given by grace through faith in 
Christ Jesus. Even faith is a free gift of God that human-
kind plays no role in. We simply receive the free gift of 
faith in our Baptism. Salvation is found in Christ alone. 

SACRAMENTS

Baptism bestows forgiveness, rescue from death and 
the devil, and the gift of faith to eternal salvation. In 
Holy Communion, the communicant receives the true 
body and blood of Christ for forgiveness and strength-
ening of faith.

LCMS RESPONSE

Of all Christian denominations, the LCMS and WELS 
probably share more in common than most other 
church bodies. Despite their split more than fifty years 
ago, the dialogue between the church bodies remains 
open and ongoing. 
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WHAT DO YOU CALL IT? 
Whether you call it the Lord’s Supper, Holy 

Communion, the Eucharist, or the Sacrament of the 
Altar, all of these terms are referring to the same thing. 
Most Lutheran congregations celebrate the Sacrament 
at least a few times a month, while others celebrate 
every Sunday at every service.

In this small volume, we will discuss the various 
elements of Holy Communion and what they mean 
for the believer. May God bless you as you study His 
Word and His promises in these pages. 

WHAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ 
Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink.

WHERE IS THIS WRITTEN? 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Paul write:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 
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it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Just before He died, Jesus gave Christians a holy 
meal to eat and drink—His “true body and blood . . . 
in and under the bread and wine” (LC V 8). 

What might people think when they hear 
Christians say they are eating Christ’s body 
and drinking His blood in the Lord’s Supper? 

As Christians, we confess that we receive the very 
body and blood of Christ—in, with, and under the 
bread and wine—in our hands and in our mouths. 
This is a profound wonder and unexplainable mystery.

Who instituted the Sacrament of the Altar?

Jesus Christ, who is true God and true man, 
instituted this Sacrament.

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered 
to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when He 
was betrayed took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it, and said, “This is My body, 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
1 Corinthians 11:23–24
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What does Christ give us in this Sacrament?

Christ gives us His own true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins.

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
And He took a cup, and when He had given 
thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, 
all of you, for this is My blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins.” Matthew 26:26–28

Why do we take the words “This is My body” 
and “This is My blood” at face value? 

Our Lord’s words establish the Sacrament. They 
are to be taken at face value (to mean what they say) 
because of the following:

A. These words are spoken by Christ, our Lord, the 
Word to whom all authority in heaven and earth 
is given and through whom the universe came into 
existence.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made. John 1:1–3
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that we break, is it not a participation in the 
body of Christ? 1 Corinthians 10:16

E. God’s Word clearly teaches that those who misuse 
the Sacrament sin not against bread and wine but 
against the body and blood of Christ.
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 
. . . For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself. 1 Corinthians 11:27, 29

What are the earthly elements Jesus 
uses in this Sacrament?

Jesus uses bread and wine.
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
And He took a cup, and when He had given 
thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, 
all of you.” Matthew 26:26–27

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks 
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of 
the Lord. . . . For anyone who eats and drinks 
without discerning the body eats and drinks 
judgment on himself. 1 Corinthians 11:27, 29
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Why So Many?

Before we begin to explain Lutheranism, let’s 
consider the variety of churches, groups, 
movements, denominations, and so on. 

How do you make sense of it all? It’s not real-
ly as hard as most people think. There was a 
major split in the eleventh century between 
the Western Church (Roman Catholic) and the 
Eastern Church (Eastern Orthodox). By the six-
teenth century, a formal “Reformation” in the 
Western Church took place, led chiefly by Martin 
Luther. But soon, more radical reformers arose, 
followed by others who formed what today we 
call “Reformed” or “Calvinist” churches. From 
Calvinism have come a dizzying variety of “spin-
off” church groups: Anglicanism, Methodism, 
Baptist churches, Presbyterianism, Pentecostalism, 
Holiness movements, Charismatic movements, 
and so on. From a historical perspective, with a 

few exceptions, it comes down to three questions: 

 West or East? 
  Luther or the Pope? 
   Luther or Calvin?
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With the rise of modernism, all churches have 

been turned on their ears, and there has been an 

ongoing struggle in all Christian groups because 

of it. Beginning in the late-eighteenth century, and 

continuing today in the twenty-first century, the 

Christian Church worldwide, in every denomina-

tion or branch, has been rocked by modernist theo-

ries and attitudes about the Bible. In churches that 

have embraced modernism, even the most basic 

beliefs of traditional Christianity are called into 

question, doubted, neglected, and often replaced 

with a variety of social causes, movements, and 

agendas. Embracing these changes, or resisting 

them, has been the major challenge for Christianity 

everywhere. In those churches flowing from the 

Reformation, there is a split between conserva-

tive churches and liberal, so-called “progressive” 

churches. It is important to be aware of the fact 

that genuine, confessing Lutheranism, such as in 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), 

remains firmly committed to the historic doctrine 

of the Lutheran Church, whereas the Evangelical 
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Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and other 

Lutheran churches like it have not. In fact, the 

ELCA has compromised nearly every key Lutheran 

point of doctrine in various ecumenical agreements 

with Roman Catholics, Calvinists, Reformed 

churches, Methodists, and even with the most 

liberal church body in the world, the United of 

Church of Christ, in which a high percentage of 

clergy do not even believe in the historic doctrine 

of the Holy Trinity! When you hear “Lutheran” in 

the media, keep in mind that rarely are reporters 

or journalists careful to distinguish between the 

liberal, mainline Protestant version of it and the 

genuine Lutheranism we are presenting here.

Added to the confusion caused by liberal 

Christianity is the phenomenon of “spirituality.” 

So often we hear people say, “I’m not religious, 

but I am spiritual.” What does that mean? It’s 

hard to say. Is spirituality a matter of picking and 

choosing what one wants to believe or agree with 

across worldwide religions and spirituality? For 

many today, that’s what their understanding of 
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“being spiritual” means. One approaches one’s 

religious life as one would a buffet that offers every 

possible option; then you “build” your own set of 

beliefs. We hear people say, “There are many paths 

to God.” But this is not what Jesus Himself said. 

Instead, Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me” (John 14:6). Classic Lutheranism is 

all about teaching and preaching about Jesus and 

spreading His message.

ClaSSiC lutheraniSM

For the purpose of this little pamphlet, we 

are going to offer a simple explanation of 

Lutheranism that is classic, historic, and 

genuine, not the liberal version of it. But how 

can you know what that is? Thankfully, the 

classic Lutheran Confessions are contained in a 

single book, The Book of Concord, published in 

1580. For nearly five hundred years, The Book of 

Concord has been used by genuine Lutherans to 
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share their faith and confession with the world 

by saying simply, “This is what we believe, teach, 

and confess,” and because we do, “This is what 

we therefore reject and condemn.” But let’s not 

get ahead of ourselves. First things first. Let’s 

talk first about the Bible and its place in classic 

Lutheran churches.

If you want to understand genuine Lutheranism, 

you have to understand what we believe about 

the Bible. The Bible (meaning “book”) contains a 

remarkable variety of literature: history, poetry, 

narratives, wisdom literature, prophecies, visions, 

and so on, written over many centuries by a wide 

variety of human authors. The Bible is often called 

“holy” and held to be “Sacred Scriptures” (Holy 

Writings) because the words in the Bible were given 

to human authors to write by direct inspiration 

from God the Holy Spirit. Inspiration means “to 

breathe out,” and that’s why classic Lutheranism 

believes and teaches that the Bible is incapable of 

error (infallible) and free from error (inerrant). 

Modernist Christians and modernist Lutherans no 
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longer hold the Bible in such high regard. Rather, 

they view the Bible as filled with errors; therefore, 

it can be ignored or explained away when it does 

not square with modern viewpoints about every-

thing from science, life, birth, death, sexuality, 

marriage, and so on. 

Lutheranism does not regard the Bible as simply 

a lot of dos and don’ts, though of course there is 

that, but that’s not the main point of the Bible. 

No, above all else, we cherish the Bible because 

in it God reveals, with absolute truthfulness and 

authority, the good news of salvation, life, hope, 

joy, and a future in Jesus Christ! The Bible is all 

about Jesus and His Gospel (Gospel means “good 

news”)! To understand the good news revealed in 

the Bible, we need to understand why it is, in fact, 

such good news.

The Bible teaches that as we human beings 

come into this world, we have a huge problem, 

a problem we cannot fix or get ourselves out of. 

It’s a God-size problem that requires a God-size 

solution. We are talking about sin. As a result of 
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sin, there is guilt and shame—plenty to go around. 

Why? Because the first humans disobeyed God and 

rejected Him and His will for them. This rebellion 

was a sin against God and has become our inheri-

tance. The Law of God is like a mirror. It tells us, 

“Look into it, long and hard.” The more we look, 

the more we see what we are truly like, the more 

we see ourselves as God sees us, and the more we 

realize we need to be rescued from the inevitable 

result of sin: eternal separation from God for all 

eternity. 

Once we realize and come to grips with our 

huge sin problem, we are ready for the good news. 

And, wow, it is ever good news! God’s gift of His 

Son, Jesus Christ, is the solution for our problem. 

There is hope. There is a love and peace beyond 

all human understanding. God, who created us 

and everything, wants everyone to have this peace, 

love, joy, and hope. So much, in fact, did God love 

this world, that He sent His one and only Son into 

it to redeem it, to save it, by taking upon Himself 

the world’s guilt of sin. Only God can solve a God-
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THE NATURE OF BAPTISM

What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water 
included in God’s command and combined with God’s 
word.

Where do we find that Word of God? 

As He was preparing to ascend back to heaven, 
Jesus said: 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 
28:19 NIV)

Baptism is from God, since our Lord Jesus instituted 
Baptism, joining water to God’s Word and His triune 
name. This is how God makes us His dear children 
and disciples. 

What does it mean to have a last name (family 
name)? When God places His name on us in Baptism, 
what does that mean?

Read Matthew 3:13–17. How are all three persons 
of the Trinity present and active in Jesus’ Baptism? 
How does His Baptism help us to understand the work 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in our Baptism?
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As Christians, we are God’s baptized people! We 
are His adopted children, together with all believers, 
and we live and die in the confidence that He has 
redeemed us and we are His.

How do people answer the question “Who am I?” 
How does Baptism help me answer that question?

What does the word “baptize” mean? 

Baptize typically means “to wash with water,” 
whether by immersing, pouring, or sprinkling. 
Christian Baptism refers to washing with water in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, according to 
the institution of Christ.

 And when they come from the marketplace, 
they do not eat unless they wash [literally, 
“baptize”]. And there are many other traditions 
that they observe, such as the washing [literally, 
“baptizing”] of cups and pots and copper 
vessels and dining couches. (Mark 7:4) 

What is different about the water of Baptism? 

The water in itself is not different or holier than 
any other water, but because “God’s Word and com-
mand are added to it,” it is a “divine water” (Large 
Catechism, part 4, paragraph 14).

Christ loved the church and gave Himself up 
for her, that He might sanctify her, having 
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cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
word. (Ephesians 5:25–26)

Who instituted Holy Baptism?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, after His death and resur-
rection, commanded His Church to baptize all nations.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age. (Matthew 28:19–20)

What does it mean to baptize “in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”?

“To be baptized in God’s name is to be baptized not 
by men, but by God Himself. Therefore, although it is 
performed by human hands, it is still truly God’s own 
work” (Large Catechism, part 4, paragraph 10). In 
Baptism, God puts His saving name on us and is truly 
present to bless us with all His gifts as His children 
and heirs. 

Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall 
say to them, The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance 
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upon you and give you peace. So shall they put 
My name upon the people of Israel, and I will 
bless them. (Numbers 6:23–27)

Who is to baptize?

Normally, pastors—Christ’s called ministers—are 
to baptize, but in an emergency when no pastor is 
available, any Christian should baptize. 

This is how one should regard us, as servants 
of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
(1 Corinthians 4:1)

Note: For a short form of Baptism in cases of emer-
gency (that is, when death is imminent), see the last 
pages of this booklet.

To whom does Jesus refer when He says that 
“all nations” are to be baptized? 

“All nations” refers to all people outside of the 
Church regardless of age, sex, ethnicity, and so on. 

Why should babies also be baptized?

Babies are included in the words “all nations” 
(Matthew 28:19).

Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
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Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to Himself. (Acts 
2:38–39)

In Acts 16:13–15, 25–34 and 1 Corinthians 1:16, 
the apostles baptized whole households, which likely 
included children. 

Babies are sinful and need what Baptism promises, 
the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in 
sin did my mother conceive me. (Psalm 51:5)

Therefore, just as sin came into the world 
through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all 
sinned. . . . Therefore as one trespass led 
to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for 
all men. For as by the one man’s disobedience 
the many were made sinners, so by the one 
man’s obedience the many will be made 
righteous. (Romans 5:12, 18–19)

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the 
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flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. (John 3:5–6)

The Holy Spirit is able to work faith in babies. 

Yet You are He who took Me from the womb; 
You made Me trust You at My mother’s breasts. 
On You was I cast from My birth, and from 
My mother’s womb You have been My God. 
(Psalm 22:9–10)

For You, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O 

Lord, from my youth. Upon You have I leaned 
from before my birth; You are He who took 
me from my mother’s womb. My praise is 
continually of You. (Psalm 71:5–6) 

Whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him 
to have a great millstone fastened around his 
neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
(Matthew 18:6) 

And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never 
read, ‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing 
babies You have prepared praise’?” (Matthew 
21:16)
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Read Luke 1:13–17, 39–45; 10:21; and 18:16. As an 
unborn child, John was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
believed. The Greek words used in Luke 10 and 18 are 
unmistakably clear: Jesus rejoices that the Holy Spirit 
makes saving knowledge known to nursing babies (Luke 
10:21), and He invites “little children,” including infants, 
to come and be blessed by Him (Luke 18:16).

Faith is not to be confused with intellectual ability. 
Those who argue for “believer’s baptism” and reject 
the Baptism of infants (or those with severe cognitive 
disabilities) often wrongly maintain that (1) infants are 
not guilty of (accountable for) sin or able to commit 
sinful acts; (2) faith is a human decision that infants 
cannot make; and (3) Baptism is primarily our promise 
to God rather than God’s promise to us. Not one of 
these views is based on Scripture. 

Parents should not deny Baptism to their children 
any more than they should deny them other vital 
needs. The necessity of Baptism, however, does not 
mean that children who are stillborn or die before 
they are brought to Baptism are lost. We commend 
such children to the gracious care of their Maker and 
Redeemer, trusting His mercy and love even when we 
do not understand His will or His work. 
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THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH YEAR
Three main sections make up the Church Year: the 

Time of Christmas, the Time of Easter, and the Time 
of the Church.

Each of these main sections of the Church Year tells 
a part of the salvation story. In the Time of Christmas, 
we hear the beginning of the story of Jesus, how the 
Father sent His Son to be born of the Virgin Mary in 
Nazareth. The Time of Easter tells us the story of what 
Jesus did for us: He died on the cross for our sins and 
rose again from the dead for our salvation. In the Time 
of the Church, we hear how the Spirit brings us into 
Jesus’ story: in the Word, which creates the faith that 
believes in Jesus as our Savior; in Baptism, which places 
us as members of the family of God, the Church; and 
in the Lord’s Supper, which strengthens us with the 
Word that forgives our sins. This is the story of how 
God loves us and desires us to live in peace with Him. 
This is how God orders our days in His peace.

Each part of the Church Year has something new 
to offer, some new piece of the story to tell. The tools 
the Church uses to tell us the story and draw us into 
it in the Divine Service are many: Scripture readings, 
specific colors, various prayers, songs, and customs. 
This book is designed to help you learn how to listen 
to the story the Church Year is telling, for this story is 
about God’s love for you.

3



THE CHURCH YEAR CALENDAR
The Church Year is typically portrayed 

as a circle with the various seasons and 
festivals of the year shown as a segment 
of the circle. The colors on the calendar 
represent the colors of the paraments used 
for that season or festival. For festivals 
with fixed dates, the dates are included 
on the chart. Festivals with variable dates 
display just the name of the festival. 
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THE TIME OF CHRISTMAS
The Time of Christmas invites us into the story of 

the Father sending His Son, Jesus, into the world to 
redeem us from the power of sin, death, and the devil.

ADVENT
But when the fullness of time had come,  
God sent forth His Son, born of woman.

—Galatians 4:4

The Church Year begins with Advent, the first part 
of the Time of Christmas. The word Advent is from 
the Latin, meaning “coming into.” The story of Jesus 
in Advent is the story of hope coming into the world. 
When the time was just right, God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world. Jesus came to save you and the whole 
world from the power of sin and death. Jesus is the 
world’s only hope of salvation from these enemies.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 
way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 
Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world, and 
calling sinners to repentance that they might 
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory.

—Proper Preface for Advent
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How We Worship in Advent 

In each season of the Church Year, the way we wor-
ship changes. These changes help us learn the story of 
God bringing salvation to the world. 

These are signs of Advent as we wait for our coming 
King:

•  We see blue or violet in the church.  
The colors used to decorate the church change 
with each season. The color for Advent is blue. 
Blue symbolizes anticipation and hope in our 
coming King. You may also see violet during 
Advent. The color violet is used as a symbol of 
our repentance in preparation for our coming 
King.

•  We do not sing the Gloria in Excelsis.  
“Glory be to God on high: and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men” is the song the angels 
sing on Christmas. We usually sing this in the 
Divine Service as the traditional Hymn of Praise. 
However, in Advent, we are in a time of waiting 
for the King to come, so we pass over this song of 
praise in silent anticipation. Then, on Christmas, 
we will again join the angels in their song to the 
shepherds.
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•  We light the Advent wreath.   
An Advent wreath has four candles—one for each 
week in Advent. Each Sunday during Advent, an 
additional candle is lit, marking the passing of 
time until Christmas. As the candles are lit each 
week, our anticipation mounts as we look for-
ward to Jesus’ coming. 

•  We gather for midweek services.  
Many churches have special midweek services 
during Advent to heighten our awareness and 
anticipation for the celebration of Christ’s coming 
in the flesh.

Jesus in Advent: Our Coming King
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon His shoulder, and 
His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

—Isaiah 9:6

God’s prophet Isaiah tells us that Jesus is the King 
over all kings and the Lord over all lords. King Jesus 
is the loving King who came to serve, not to be served 
(Matthew 20:28). This is the message of the Advent 
prayers and readings.

But Advent does not stop with what Jesus has 
done—it goes on to tell us the story of what King Jesus 
is coming back to do in His second advent. The King 
who first came to us as a child in Mary’s womb will 
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come again with power and might. During Advent, we 
pray for Jesus to come swiftly to raise us from the dead 
and bring us into His kingdom.

CHRISTMAS: THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD   
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word  
was with God, and the Word was God. . . .  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

—John 1:1, 14

Advent is the season of hope, and Christmas is the 
day that hope is fulfilled. Christmas tells the story of 
Jesus as the long-awaited King who has finally come to 
save us. When God wanted to save you from your sins, 
He did not send a prophet or even an angel: He sent 
His own Son into human flesh just like yours. Jesus is 
the only hope of the world because Jesus is the only one 
who could set us free from our sins. On Christmas, we 
celebrate the feast of the Nativity of Our Lord.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given 
us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing 
You in the person of Your Son, we may know 
and love those things which are not seen.

—Proper Preface for Christmas
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Jesus, God’s Son, the King of heaven and earth, is 
born in Bethlehem! The Son of God is a baby lying in 
a manger! Jesus has come to save us! The whole world 
rejoices on such a day! Merry Christmas!

How We Worship at Christmas

At Christmas, we worship our God-made-flesh in 
the following ways:

•  We sing the Gloria in Excelsis.   
We sing with the angels their Christmas Hymn of 
Praise: “Glory be to God on high: and on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men.”

•  We decorate the church in white.   
The color for Christmas is white, which symbol-
izes the divinity, eternity, purity, light, and joy of 
Jesus Christ.

•  We gather at midnight and morning.   
The angels announced the birth of Jesus to shep-
herds who were “keeping watch over their flock 
by night” (Luke 2:8). Many Christians celebrate 
with a special Divine Service (often with can-
dlelight) late in the night on Christmas Eve. On 
Christmas Day, Christians celebrate the Word of 
God made flesh and receive Him in the Means of 
Grace.
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FELLOWSHIP AT THE ALTAR

What do we mean when we say “fellowship at 
the altar”? Quite simply, that the Sacrament 
of the Altar—Communion—is the most 

visible public confession of our faith. It is an 
expression of unity and agreement in the Christian 
faith with other Christians, as together we gather to 
receive the precious gifts given in the Lord’s Supper. 
We refer to the practice of limiting participation in 
Communion only to those who share a common 
faith and confession as “closed Communion.” Those 
admitted to the Lord’s Supper are those who have 
been taught what Scripture teaches about the Lord’s 
Supper and have been examined to determine that 
they understand it and personally embrace these 
teachings as their own.
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An Act of Love
Closed Communion has been the common 

practice of the Christian Church since our Lord 
instituted His Sacrament. Today, however, amid the 
multitude of denominations and the vast populations 
of unchurched people groups, it is often unfamiliar 
and may seem strange, even rude, to many who are 
not aware of this practice. Closed Communion is 
how the church remains faithful to Holy Scripture, 
being responsible with what she has been given, 
which includes protecting the unprepared from eating 
and drinking judgment on himself. Consider Paul’s 
inspired words:

For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the 

bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning 

the body and blood of the Lord. Let a 

person examine himself, then, and so eat of 

the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone 

who eats and drinks without discerning the 

body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

(1 Corinthians 11:26–29)

Common Sense
Closed Communion is an act of common sense. 

It can be compared to a number of situations in life 
where guidance and instruction are needed prior to 
engaging that which is potentially dangerous. This 
is why we need to be trained before we hop behind 
the wheel of a car. Your license is verification that 
you have been instructed and examined by someone 
with knowledge regarding the safe operation of motor 
vehicles and the rules of the road. Or, consider the 
consultation required before receiving a new medicine 
from the pharmacist. Instruction and understanding 
are necessary before you receive your medicine, even 
though your doctor prescribed it for your health and 
well-being. If you don’t know how to take it or if you 
misuse it, the medicine could do you serious harm! 
Jesus, the Great Physician, prescribed your medicine—
Communion—and He distributes it to you through 
His Church, by means of His servants—pastors—who 
are to make sure those who receive it take it to their 
great blessing and not to their detriment.

Divisions
Truth be told, closed Communion is often a point 

of tension in the church. The church is fractured 
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into many denominations, which means there are 
a variety of different teachings out there. Among 
these differences, we find confessions that are at 
odds with one another. It’s for this reason that closed 
Communion is not merely a Christian/non-Christian 
matter but also considers the divisions among those 
who bear Christ’s name. It’s ultimately a matter of 
fellowship. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Paul addressed 
Christian divisions with respect to Communion when 
he delivered pastoral instruction to those in Corinth 
who were abusing the Lord’s Supper:

But in the following instructions I do not 

commend you, because when you come 

together it is not for the better but for the 

worse. For, in the first place, when you 

come together as a church, I hear that there 

are divisions among you. And I believe it in 

part, for there must be factions among you 

in order that those who are genuine among 

you may be recognized. When you come 

together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you 

eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with 

his own meal. (1 Corinthians 11:17–21)

SHARED FAITH

Communion is not about everyone doing what is 
right in his own eyes (Deuteronomy 12:8). It may 
be a personal, between-me-and-Jesus moment, but 

it’s more than that. It’s a communal, between-me-and-
Jesus-and-the-people-with-me-and-Jesus moment. As we 
read above, it’s about waiting for one another in unity 
(1  Corinthians 11:33). In 1 Corinthians 10, Jesus’ 
apostle explains that Communion unites those who 
share the same belief and therefore together receive the 
elements:

The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not 

a participation in the blood of Christ? The 

bread that we break, is it not a participation 

in the body of Christ? Because there is 

one bread, we who are many are one 

body, for we all partake of the one bread. 

(1 Corinthians 10:16–17)

Everyone who communes together is part of the 
one Body, united. In other words, when we partake 
of Communion, we are in communion.

6 7
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Old Testament Fellowship
What Paul says next guides our understanding 

of Communion and why the Sacrament is closed 
to those who don’t share the same confession of 
faith. The apostle points us to the Old Testament 
when he says, “Consider the people of Israel: are 
not those who eat the sacrifices participants in the 
altar?” (1 Corinthians 10:18). To partake of Israel’s 
sacrifices was to worship Israel’s God. It was to 
participate in what their God had told them to do in 
the place where He told them to do it (Deuteronomy 
12:18; 14:22–27). Likewise, to participate in pagan 
sacrifices means one is worshiping the pagan gods. 
What is Paul’s point? To commune at an altar is to be 
in communion with that altar’s god and therefore in 
communion with those who worship that god.

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

I speak as to sensible people; judge for 

yourselves what I say. The cup of blessing 

that we bless, is it not a participation in the 

blood of Christ? The bread that we break, 

is it not a participation in the body of 

Christ? Because there is one bread, we who 

are many are one body, for we all partake 

of the one bread. Consider the people of 

Israel: are not those who eat the sacrifices 

participants in the altar? What do I imply 

then? That food offered to idols is anything, 

or that an idol is anything? No, I imply that 

what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons 

and not to God. I do not want you to be 

participants with demons. You cannot drink 

the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. 

You cannot partake of the table of the Lord 

and the table of demons. Shall we provoke 

the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than 

He? (1 Corinthians 10:14–22)

Closed Communion has always been the Church’s 
way. We hear this echoed in the words of Hebrews 
13:10: “We have an altar from which those who serve 
the tent [according to Old Testament rituals] have no 
right to eat.”

Saying “No, Not Yet” Is a Loving Act
The apostle Paul was pastoring the members of the 

Corinthian congregation (and us) when he said, “You 
cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table 
of demons” (1 Corinthians 10:21). At first glance, 
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As ChristiAns, We hAve DuAl Citizenship: 
We live Both in the WorlD AnD in Christ

This is—and always has been—a cause 
of tension in the life of a Christian. 
The church and the state place differ-

ent, sometimes mutually exclusive, claims 
on people’s hearts, minds, and even bodies. 
These competing values have caused a lot of 
consternation for Christians, especially now 
as political quarrels seem to be dividing us 

3



more than ever. These problems may seem 
newfangled to us, but they have actually 
plagued Christians since the beginning.

WhAt Are the ChurCh  
AnD the stAte?

Before we begin our discussion, it’s 
important to define some terms. 
We’ll spend a lot of time talking about 

“the church” and “the state,” but what do we 
actually mean?

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

The church is the assembly of God’s 
people in which the Gospel is rightly 
taught and the Sacraments are right-

ly administered. The church has, and does, 
exist throughout the world, regardless of 
the political system in which local congre-
gations are found. The church is the invisi-
ble body of all believers across all time and 

4



space, the communion of the saints. The 
church is about the salvation of souls for 
all eternity. God provides salvation for all 
mankind through the ministry of the church, 
which His Son has commissioned to preach 
the Gospel to everyone, everywhere, for all 
time, until He returns again (cf. AC VII, VIII).

WHAT IS THE STATE?

The state is the visible, earthly insti-
tution that regulates a nation and 
constitutes its government. God 

instituted the government as an extension 
of the Fourth Commandment, which estab-
lishes parents as authorities. The state is an 
extension of the original authority of the 
family, granted for the protection of the 
neighbor. However, states can become cor-
rupt and act in unethical and unchristian 
ways. Christians are called to obey their 
earthly authorities, so long as these authori-
ties do not command them to sin.

5



“the sepArAtion of ChurCh AnD stAte”

We spend a lot of time talking about 
the separation of church and 
state in America. Usually, this 

phrase is used by people who do not want 
public displays of religious faith or religious 
reasoning in political matters. People claim 
that it is a fundamental part of American 
society that the church and the state never 
interact in any tangible way. But where does 
this idea come from, and what does it actu-
ally mean?

The idea of “the separation of church and 
state” originates in a letter sent by Thomas 
Jefferson in 1802. A group of Baptists in 
Danbury, Connecticut, wrote to Thomas 
Jefferson, who had just been elected president. 
In the letter, they expressed concern about the 
government’s potential ability to persecute 
religious groups. Jefferson responded that the 
US government was not allowed to make any 
law regulating a religious group or religious 
expression, as outlined in the Establishment 
Clause of the First Amendment, thus “building 
a wall of separation between Church and State.” 
The Founding Fathers were most concerned 

6



about ensuring that the government could not 
infringe upon the existence of the church and 
the individual expression of faith.

This “wall of separation” is used to say that 
the church should stay out of the government’s 
business too. Politicians may talk about how 
they hold certain beliefs about marriage or 
abortion, for example, because of their religion, 
but they don’t vote according to those beliefs. 
Others may criticize pastors who discuss 
political issues in the pulpit, threatening the 
tax-exempt status of the church if they persist. 
Many Christians may even favor this kind of 

“wall of separation” as justification for political 
quietism.

As Christians, we ought not to conceive 
of the state and the church as diametrically 
opposed or opposites; there ought not be a 

“wall of separation” between the two. Rather, 
both are necessary; the state ought to protect 
us and our neighbor from physical or temporal 
harm, and the church ought to nourish our soul 
and provide the means of eternal salvation and 
life everlasting. Just because we are in Christ 
does not mean that we are not still also in the 
world. It is wrong for Christians to remove 
themselves from the place God has ordained 
for them, like the medieval monks and nuns 

7



who retreated from the world behind walled 
monasteries.

Consider what Jesus says at the Last Supper 
when speaking to the disciples:

If the world hates you, know that it has 
hated Me before it hated you. If you were 
of the world, the world would love you as 
its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. (John 
15:18–19)

You may be accused of not being “truly 
American” by denying that a woman has the 
freedom to have an abortion, or by arguing 
against a same-sex couple’s liberty to get mar-
ried in your church. In such a case, God be 
praised for your faithfulness and strength! Like 
Jesus says, if you are hated, it is because the 
world first hated Him. You are living out your 
calling to be a Christian citizen by standing up 
for such things, no matter how unpopular the 
issue might be. In fact, you are actually reflect-
ing an understanding of the way the church 
has traditionally understood the relationship 
between church and state as the two realms 
of God.
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3

DEATH SCARES US

And yet, our culture often views death as a 
good thing because it eliminates the weak, the 
inconvenient, the outsider, the unwanted. People 
often view death as an escape route, either for 
another person or for themselves. While it is 
true that, as Christians, we believe that our 
loved ones who die in Christ are consoled in 
His presence and will be raised again on the 
Last Day (more on that later!), it is still im-
portant to recognize that death is evil and out 
of place in our world.

Death is not a natural part of the world 
we live in; rather, it is a punishment that comes 
as a result of the first humans disobeying the 
Creator: “And the Lord God commanded the 
man, saying, ‘You may surely eat of every tree 
of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die’ ” (Genesis 
2:16–17). After Adam and Eve eat of the fruit, 
the Lord speaks the following curse to Adam, 
and by extension over all of humanity:
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By the sweat of your face  
 you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,  
 and to dust you shall return (Genesis 3:19).

The Bible tells us again and again that 
death is an evil, alien force that invaded this 
world. And yet, death is not the end.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER WE DIE?

Death is the separation of the soul from the 
body. Solomon says that in death “the dust re-
turns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns 
to God who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7). God 
designed us to be both spiritual soul and physical 
body, and His original design did not include the 
two ever being torn apart from each other.

We can’t say much about death or what 
happens afterward; the Bible just doesn’t tell 
us much (and we don’t really need to know, 
anyway), but Scripture does say a few things.
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poverty, cancer, family dysfunction, child abuse, 
hostile workplaces, dementia, abortion, theft, 
deceit, murder, betrayal, sexual assault, natural 
disasters, war, suicide. All of these things exist 
in our world because of the fall into sin; Satan 
and his legions wreak havoc across the world. 
Not only that, but oftentimes, the evil in this 
world comes as a direct result of evil people.

Now, all people are corrupted by sin: 
St.  Paul writes, “And you were dead in the 
trespasses and sins in which you once walked 
. . . and were by nature children of wrath, like 
the rest of mankind” (Ephesians 2:1, 3). Christ, 
perfect God, beg`otten of His Father before all 
worlds, took on human flesh and frailty in order 
to deal with our sinful nature. He died on the 
cross, bearing the weight of all our sins and all 
our sinful selves. In our Baptism, Christ takes 
our wretched sinfulness and exchanges it for 
His own holy, pure righteousness. Our sin is 
no longer ours; it is His, and His righteousness 
is now ours. Consider the following from the 
prophet Isaiah:
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But He was pierced for our transgressions,
 He was crushed for our iniquities;
upon Him was the chastisement that  

brought us peace,
 and with His wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned—every one—to his 
  own way;

and the Lord has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:5–6)

What a great exchange! Christ has done 
what no man ever could—He has saved us from 
the death and hell we deserved.

But what of those who reject this gift? 
What of those who throw Christ’s righteous-
ness back in His face and snatch back their 
own sinfulness? What of those who declare, “I 
have no need of You, God! I am going to do 
this myself, without You!” Then Christ grants 
them what they ask for: separation from God. 
This is what hell ultimately is. Our loving God 
gives these people what they want, and what 
they want is a universe without God. Hell was 
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never intended for man; it was first and fore-
most the place into which God cast out the 
angels who rebelled against Him—the devil 
and his hordes. But to those who want to be 
separated from God, who reject their need for 
a Savior and say they will do it themselves, they 
ultimately choose hell.

This is an important distinction to make: 
Christians are predestined by God unto salva-
tion. From before the foundations of the world, 
God inscribed Christ’s name onto your heart. 
What comfort this brings!

The Bible rejects the doctrines of both 
free will and double predestination. Free will 
says that we choose God; but Scripture says 
we are utterly dead in our sin and trespasses. 
Just as Christ called Lazarus from the dead and 
Lazarus did not “choose” to be resurrected, so 
also our faith is made in us as a pure gift by the 
Holy Spirit.
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WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE TEACH 
US ABOUT HELL?

Jesus talks about hell more than anyone 
else in the Scriptures. Hell is not just an “Old 
Testament doctrine” or something from the 
“Old Testament God”! The God of the Old Tes-
tament and New Testament is the same, good, 
loving, just, eternal God. What does this mean 
in light of God’s judgment? God did not wipe 
out Adam and Eve as soon as they sinned, nor 
did He condemn them on the spot to hell—even 
though that is what we all deserve!

Think about it: we send murderers to 
prison, and we acknowledge that this is a just 
punishment for a heinous crime. We may not be 
murderers, but we constantly hurt our neighbor 
in thought, word, and deed. Even worse, we, 
along with our first parents, broke and con-
tinue to break the very relationship between 
God and man that made all of creation good! 
As we confess in worship, we are, by nature, 
sinful and unclean, hating God and neighbor. 
But our God is good, loving, just, and eternal. 


